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To the Right Honourable 



HENRY BOYLE, ESQ. 



SIR, 

AS the professed design of this work is to 
entertain its readers in general, without giving 
offence to any particular person, it would be dif- 
ficult to find out so proper a patron for it as your- 
self, there beiilg none whose merit is more uni- 
versally acknowledged by all parties, and who 
has made himself more friends, and fewer ene- 
mies. Your great abilities, and unquestionable 
integrity, in those high employments which you 
have passed through, would not have been able 
to have raised you this general approbation, had 
they not been accompanied with that moderation 
in an high fortune, and that affability of manners^ 
which are so conspicuous through all parts of 
your life. Your aversion to any ostentatious arts 
of setting to show those great services which you 
have done the public, has not likewise a litde con- 
tributed to that universal acknowledgement which 
is paid you by your country. 

The consideration of this part of your charac- 
ter, is that which hinders me from enlarging on 
those extraordinary talents, which have given you 
so great a figure in the British Senate, as well as 
in that elegance and politeness which appear in 
your more retired con verfation. 1 aYvow\d\ie \sai- 
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DEDICATION. 

pardonable, if, after what I have said, I should 
longer detain you with an address of this nature ; 
I cannot, however, conclude it without owning 
those great obligations which you have laid upon. 

Sir, 

your most obedient, 

humble servant, 

THE SPECTATOR, 
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No. CLXX. FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 14, 171 1. 

In amore haec omnia insunt vitia : injuria. 

Suspicionesy inimicitix, inducix, 

Bellum, pax rursum Tbb. 

All these inconveniences are incident to love : Reproaches, 
jealousies, quairels, reconcilements, war, and then peace. 

UPON looking over the letters of my female cor- 
respondents, I find several from women complaining 
of jealous husbands, and at the same time protesting 
their own innocence, and desiring my advice on this 
occasion. I shall therefore take Uiis subject into my 
consideration ; and the more willingly, because I find 
that the Marquis of HalifieuL, who, in his Advice to a 
Daughter, has instructed a wife how to behave her- 
self towards a false, an intemperate, a choleric, asulleuy 
a covetous, or a silly husband, has not spoken one 
word of a jealous husband. . 

Jealousy is that pain which a man feels from the 
apprehension that he is not equally beloved by the per- 
son whom he entirely loves. Now, because our inward 
passions and inclinations can never make themselves 
^ isible, it is impossible for a jealous man to be tho- 
loughly cured of his suspicions. His thoughts hang at 
best in a state of doubtfulness and uncertainty ; and 
ure never capable of receiving any satisfaction on the 
advantageous side ; so tliat his enquiries are most suc- 
cessful v/hen they discover nothing. B\^ i^\e.«fiwx^ 
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arises from his disappointments, and his life is spent 
in pursuit of a secret that destroys his happiness, if 
he chance to find it. 

An ardent love is always a strong ingredient in this 
passion; for the same affection which stirs up the 
jealous man's desires, and gives the party beloved so 
beautifiil a figure in his ims^nation, msikes him be- 
lieve she kindles the same passion in others, and ap- 
pears as amiable to all beholders. And as jealousy 
thus arises from an extraordinary love, it is of so deli- 
cate a nature, that it scorns to take up with any thing 
less than an equal return of love. Not the warmest ex- 
pressions of affection, the softest and most tender hy- 
pocrisy, are able to give any satisfaction, where we are 
Hot persuaded that the affection is real, and the satis- 
faction mutual. For the jealous man wishes himself a 
kind of deity to the person he loves : he would be the 
only pleasure of her senses, the employment of her 
thoughts: and is angry at every thing she admires, 
or takes delight in, besides himself. 

Phaedria's request to his mistress upon his leaving 
her for three days, is inimitably beautifiil and natural. 

Cum milite isto praesens, absens ut sies : 

Dies noctesque me ames : me desideres : 

Me somnies : roe expectes : de me cogites : 

Me speres : me te oblectes : mecum tota sis : 

Meus fac sis postremd aoimus, quando ego sum tuns. 

Ter. 

•< When you are in company with that soldier, behave 
<• as if you were absent : but continue to love me by 
<* day and by night: want me : dream of me ; expect 
** me ; think of me ; wish for me ; delight in me ; be 
** wholly with me : in short, be my very soul, as I am 
« your's." 

The jealous man's disease is of so malignant a na- 
ture, that it converts all he takes into its own nourish- 
jnent, A cool behaviour sets Idm on tl\e rack^ and is 
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interpreted as an instance of aversion or indifference ; 
a fond one raises his suspicions, and looks too much like 
dissimulation and arti&ce. If the person he loves be 
cheerful, her thoughts must be employed oiyanother ; 
and if sad, she is certainly thinking on himself. In 
short, there is no word or gesture so insignificant, but 
it gives him new hints, feeds his suspicions, and fur- 
nishes him with fresh matters of discovery : so that if 
we consider the effects of this passion, one would ra^ 
ther think it proceeded from an inveterate hatred, than 
an excessive love ; for certainly none can meet with 
more disquietude and imeasiness than a suspected 
wife, if we except the jealous husband. 

But the great unhappiness of this passion is, that it 
naturally tends to alienate the affection which it is so 
solicitous to engross ; and that for these two reasons, 
because it lays too great a constraint on the words and 
actions of the suspected person, and at the same time 
shews you have no honourable opinionof her ; both of 
which are strong motives to aversion. 

Nor is this tlie worst effect of jealousy ; for it often 
di'aws after it a more fatal train of consequences, and 
makes the person you suspect guilty of the very crimes 
you are so much airaid of. It is very natural for such 
who are treated ill, and upbraided falsely, to find out 
an intimate friend that will hear their complaints, con- 
dole their sufferings, and endeavour to soothe and as- 
swage their secret resentments. Besides, jealousy 
puts a womanT often in mind of aii'ill thing, that she 
would not otherwise perhaps have thought of, and fills 
her imagination with such an unlucky idea, as in time 
^rows familiar, excites desire, and loses all that shame 
4\\d horror which might at first attend it. Nor is it a 
wonder if she who suffers wrongfiiUy in a man's opi- 
juon of her, and has therefore nothing to forfeit in his 
esteem, resolves to give him reason for his suspicion, 
and to enjoy the pleasure of the c^ime^ ^kic^ ?fefc \swaX 
Miidergo the ignominy. Such probabX^ \?e^^\iafc^:«cw.- 
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sideradons that directed the wise man in his advice 
to husbands : " Be not jealous over the wife of thy bo- 
soni) and teach her not an evil lesson against thy- 
self." Eccles. 

And here, among the other torments which this 
passion produces, we may usually observe that none 
are greater mourners than jealous men, when the 
person who provoked their jealousy is taken from 
them. Then it is that their love breaks out furious- 
ly, and throws off all the mixtures of suspicion which 
choaked and smothered it before. The beautiful parts 
of the character rise uppermost in the jealous hus- 
band's memory, and upbraid him with the ill usage 
of so. divine a creature as was once in his possession: 
whilst all the little imperfections, that were before so 
uneasy to him, wear off from his remembrance, and 
shew themselves no more. 

We may see by what has been said, that jealousy 
takes the deepest root in men of amorous disposi- 
tions ; and of these we may find three kinds who are 
most overrun with it. 

The first are those who are conscious to them- 
selves of any infirmity, whetlier it be weakness, old 
age, deformity, ignorance, or the like. These men 
are so well acquainted with the unamiable part of 
themselves, that they have not the confidence to think 
they are really beloved; and are so distrustful of their 
own merits, that all fondness towards them puts them 
out of countenance, and looks like a jest upon their per- 
sons. They grow suspicious on their first looking in 
a glass, and are stung with jealousy at the sight of a 
wrinkle. A handsome fellow immecUately alarms 
them, and every thing that looks yoiuig or gay turns 
their thoughts upon their wives. 

A second sort of men, who are most liable to this 

passion, are those of cunning, wary, and distnistfiil 

tempers. It is a fault very justly found in histories 

composed by politicians, that they leave nothing to 
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chance or humour^ but are still for deriving everf ac- 
tion from some plot or contrivance, for drawing up a 
perpetual scheme of causes and events, and preserv- 
ing a constant correspondence between the camp and 
the council table. And thus it happens in the aflGeurs 
of love with men of too refined a thought. They put 
a construction on a look, and find out a design in a 
smile ; they give new senses and significations to 
words and actions; and are ever tormenting them- 
selves with fancies of their own raising. They gene- 
rally act in a disguise themselves, and therefore mis- 
take all outward shows and appearances for hypocrisy 
in others ; so that I believe no men see less of the 
truth and reality of things, than these great refiners 
upon incidents, who are so wonderfully subtle and 
overwise in their conceptions. 

Now, what tibese men &ncy they know of women 
by reflection, your lewd and vicious men believe they 
have learned by experience. They have seen the 
poor husband so misled by tricks and artifices, and in 
the midst of his enquiries so lost and bewildered in a 
crooked intrigue, that they still suspect an under-plot 
in every female action ; and especially when they see 
any resemblance in the behaviour of two persons, are 
apt to fancy it proceeds from the same design in both. 
These men, therefore, bear hard upon the suspected 
party, pursue her close through all her turnings and 
windings, and are too well acquainted with the chace 
to be flung off by any false steps or doubles : besides, 
their acquaintance and conversation has lain wholly 
among the vicious part of women-kind, and therefore 
it is no wonder they censure all alike, and look upon 
the whole sex as a species of impostors. But if, not- 
withstanding their private experience, they can get 
over these prejudices, and entertain a fovourable opi- 
nioi of some women, yet their own loose desires will 
stir up neTT Buspiciona from another s\d^^ ttxA tosiStfc 
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them believe all men subject to the same inclinations 
. with themselves. 

Whether these or other motives are most predo- 
. minanty we learn from the modem histories of Ame- 
rica, as well as from our own experience in this part 
of tiw world, that jealousy is no northern passion, 
but rages most in those nations that lie nearest the 
infiuence of the sun« It is a misfortune for a woman 
to be bom between the tropics, for there lie the hot- 
test regions .of jealousy, whi6h as you come north- 
ward, cools all along with the climate, until you scarce 
meet with any thing like it in the polar circle. Our 
■own nation is very temperately situated in this re- 
.spect; and if we meet with some few disordered with 
the violence of this passion, they are not the proper 
growth of our country, but are many degrees nearer 
Qie sun in their constitutions than in their climate. 

After this frightful account of jealousy, and the 
persons who are most subject to it, it will be but fair 
/to shew by what means the passion may be best al- 
layed, and those who are possessed with it set at ease. 
Other i^ults indeed are not under the wife's jurisdic- 
tion, and should, if possible, escape her observation ; 
but jealousy calls upon her particularly for its cure, 
and deserves all her art and application in the at- 
tempt: besides, she has this for her encouragement, 
that her endeavours will be always pleasing, and that 
she will still find the affection of lier husband rising 
towards her in proportion as his doubtis and suspi- 
cions vanish ; for as we have seen all along, there is 
so great a mixture of love in jealousy, as is well worth 
the separating. But this shall be the subject of ano- 
ther paper« 

L. 
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No.CLXXI. SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 15. 

Credula res amor est ' Otid. 

The man who loves, is easy of belief. 
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HAVING in my yesterday's paper discovered the 
nature of jealousy, and pointed out the persons who ^*. 
are most subject to it, I must here apply myself to • 
my fair correspondents, who desire to live well with 
a jealous husband, and to easehis mind of its unjust 
suspicions. 

The first rule I shall propose to be observed is, 
that you never seem to dislike in another what the 
jealous man is himself guilty of, or to admire any'n^ 
thing in whiclv he himself does not e^cel. A jealous 
man is very quick in his applications, he knows how 
to find a double edge in an invective, and to draw a 
satire on himself out of a panegyric on another. He 
does not trouble himself to consider the person, but 
to direct the character; and is secretly pleased or 
confounded as he finds more or less of himself in it. 
The commendation of any thing in another stirs up 
his jealousy, as it shews you have a value for others 
besides himself; but the commendation of that which 
he himself wants, inflames him more, as it shews 
that in some respects ygu prefer others before him. 
Jealousy is admirably "Hescribed in this view by Ho- 
race in his ode to Lydia. • 

Quu.ti tu, Lydia, Tdephi 

Cerviccm roseam, et cerea Telephi 
Laudas brachia, vs meum 

Fervcns difBcili bile tumet jecm* : 
Tunc nee mens mihi, nee color 

Cer^a sede manet ; humor & in genas 
Furtim iabitur, arguens 

Quam lentjspenitus macerer ignibus. 

VOL. Ill, B 
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When Telephus his youthful charms. 
His rosy neck and winding arms. 
With endless rapture you recite, 
And in the pleasing name delight ; 
My heart inflamed by jealous heats, 
With numberless resentments beats ; 
From my pale cheek the colour flies, 
And all the man within me dies : 
By turns my hidden grief appears 
,; In rising sighs and falling tears. 

That shew too well the warm desires. 
The silent, slow, consuming fires, 
Which on my inmost vitals prey. 
And melt my very soul away. 

The jealous man is not indeed angry if you dislike 
another: but if you find those faults which are to be 

^ found in his own character, you discover not only your 
dislike of another, but of himself. In short, he is so 
desirous of ingrossing all your love, that he is griev- 
ed at the want of any charm, which he believes has 
power to raise it ; and if he finds, by your censures 
on others, that he is not so j^reeable in your opinion 
as he might be, he naturally concludes you could love 
him better if he had other qualifications, and that by 
consequence your affection does not rise so high as 
he thinks it ought. If therefore his temper be grave 
or sullen, you must not be too much pleased with a 
jest, OP transported with any thing that is gay or di- 
verting. If his beauty be no^e of the best, you must*. 
Ije a professed admirer of prudence, or any other qua- 
lity he is master of, or at least vain enough to think 
he is. 

In the next place, you must be sure to be free and i 
open in your conversation with him, and to let in light 
aipon your actions, to unravel all your designs, and 
discover every secret, however trifling or indiifei*ent. 

'^ A jealous husband has a particular aversion to winks 

and whispers, and if he do not see to the bottom of 

every thingf wiii be sure to go beyonA \1 m his fears 
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and suspicions. He will always expect to be your 
chief confident, and where he finds himself kept out 
of a secret, will belieye there is more in it than there 
should be. And here it is of great concern, that you 
preserve the character of your sincerity uniform and 
of a piece : for if he once finds a ^se gloss put upon 
any single action, he quickly suspects all the rest: 
his working imagination immediately takes a false 
hint, and runs off with it into several remote conse- 
quences, until he has proved very ingeniouft in worth- 
ing out his own misery. 

If both these methods &il, the best way will be to 
let him see you are much cast down and afflictedibr 
the ill opinion he entertains of you, and the disquie- 
tudes he himself suffers for your sake. There are 
many who take a kind of baiharous pleasure in the 
jealousy of those who love them, and insult over an 
aching heart, and triumph in their charms which are 
able to excite so much imeEisiness. 

Ardeat ipsa licet, tofmentis gaudet amantU. Ju v. 

Thoug}i eqoal paina her peace of mind destroy, 
A lover's torments give her spiteful joy. 

But these often carry the humour so (avy until their 
affected coldness and indifference quite kills all the 
fondness of a lover, and are then sure to meet in their 
turn with all the contempt and scorn that is due to 
so insolent a behaviour. On the contraiy, it is very 
probable a melancholy, dejected carriage, the usual 
effects of injured innocence, may soften the jealous 
husband into pity, make him sensible of the wrong 
he does you^ and work out of liis mind all those feara 
and suspicions that make you both unhappy. At least 
it will have this good effect, that he will keep his jea- 
lousy to himself^ and repine in private, either b^c»x>Sfc 
he is sensible it is a weakness, and will thett^ortYadJt 
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it from your kno^vledge, or because he will be apt to 
fear some ill effect it may produce, in cooling your 
love towards ] im, or diverting it to another. 

There is still another secret that can never fsiil, if 
you can once get it believed, and which is often 
practised by women of greater cunning than viitue. 
This is to change sides for a while with the jealous 
man, and to turn his own passion upon himself; to 
take some occasion of growing jealous of him, and to 
follow the example he himself hath set you. This 
counterfeited jealousy will bring him a great deal of 

^pleasure, if he thinks it real; for he knows experi- 
m^tally how much love goes along with this pas- 
sion, and will besides feel something like the satis* 
faction of revenge, in seeing you undergo all his own , 
tortures. But this, indeed, is an artifice so diiSiculty 
and at the same time so disingenuous, that it ought 
never to be put in practice but by such as have skill 
enough to cover the*deceit, and'innocence to render 
it exc]i|sable. m. , 

I shiall concluqi'thls essay with the story of Herod « 
and Mariamne, as I have collected it out of Josephus ; 
which may serve almost as an example to whatever 

■ can be said on this subject. . 

Mariamne had all the charms that beauty, birth, ] 
Vit, ai^ youth could give a woman, and Herod all 
the loye that such charms a»e able to raise in a warm 
and ?imorous disposition. In the midst of this his 
fbndnesaL'for Mariamne, he put her brother to death, 
as he did her father not many years after. The bar- 
barity ©f the action was represented to Mark Anto- 
fiy, who immediately summoned Herod into Egypt, 
to answer for the crime that was there laid to lys 
charge. Herod attributed the summons to Antony's 
desire of Mariamne, whom therefore, before his de- 
parture, he gave into the custody of his uncle Joseph, 
with piivate orders to put her to death, if any such 

yioJencc was offered to YivraseV?. TV^^ Jq^^\vK was 
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much delighted with Maiianme's conversation, and 
endeayoured with all his art and rhetoric, to set out 
the excess of Herod's passion for her ; but when he 
still found her cold and incredulous, he inconside- 
rately told her, as a certain instance of her lord's af- 
fection, the private orders he had left behind him, 
▼hich plainly shewed, according to Joseph's interpre- 
tation, that he could neither live nor die without her. 
This barbarous instance of a wild unreasonable pas- 
sion quite put out, for a time, those little remains of 
affection she still had for her lord: her thoughts 
were so wholly taken up with the cruelty of his or-: 
ders, that she could not consider the kindness that 
produced them, and therefore represented him in her 
imagination, rather under the frightful idea of a mur- 
derer than a lover. Herod was at length acquitted 
and dismissed by Mark Antony, when his soul was 
all in flames for his Mariamne ; but before their meet- 
ing, he was not a little alarmed at the report he had 
heard of hrs uncle's conversation and familiarity with 
her in his absence. This, therefore, was the first dis- 
course he entertained her with, in which she found it 
no easy matter to quiet his suspicions. But at last he 
appeared so well satisfied of her innocence, that from 
reproaches and wranglings he fell to tears and embra-^ 
ces. Both of them wept very tenderly at their recon- 
ciliation, and Herod poured out his whole soul to her, 
in the warmest protestations of love and constancy ; 
when amidst all his sighs and languishings she asked 
him, whether the private orders he \eh with his un- 
cle Joseph were an instance of such an inflamed af- 
fection. The jealous king was immediately roused at 
80 unexpected a question, and concluded his uncle 
must have been too familiar with her, before he would 
have discovered such a secret. In short, he put his 
uncle to death, and very difficultly prevailed upon him- 
self to spare Mariamne. 

_ B 2 
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After this he was forced on a second journey int 

Egypt, when he committed liis lady to the care c 

Sohemus, with the same private orders he had be 

fore given his uncle, if any mischief befel him. I 

the mean while Mariamneso won upon Sohemus b 

her presents and obliging conversation, that she drei 

all the secret from him, with which Herod had cr 

trusted him ; so that after his return, when he fle^ 

to her with all the transports of joy and love, she re 

ceived him coldly with sighs and tears, and all th 

marks of indifference and aversion. This reception s 

stirred up his indignation, that he had certainly slai: 

her with his own hands, had not he feared he him 

self should have become the greater sufferer by it. 1 

was not long after this, when he had another violen 

return of love upon him; Mariamne was therefor 

sent for to him, whom he endeavoured to soften ain 

reconcile with all possible conjugal caresses and en 

dcarments; but she declined his embraces, and an 

swered all his fondness with bitter invectives for th( 

death of her father and her brother. This behaviou 

so incensed Herod, that he very hardly refrained fron 

sticking her ; when, in the heat of their quarrel, then 

came in a witness, suborned by some of Mariamne' 

enemies, who accused her to the king of a design t< 

poison him. Herod was now prepared to hear an] 

thing in her prejudice, and iftimediately ordered he 

servant to be stretched upon the rack; who, in th< 

extremity of his tortures, confessed that his mistress's 

aversion to the king arose from something Sohemui 

had told her ; but as for any design of poisoning, h< 

utterly disowned the least knowledge of it. This con 

fession quickly proved fatal to Sohemus, who now la] 

under the same suspicions and sentence that Josepl 

had before him on the like occasion. Nor would He 

rod rest here ; but accused her with great vehemence 

of a design upon his life, and, by his authority vfitl 

ths judges, had her publicly condemned and execu- 
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ted. Herod, soon afier her death, grew melancholy 
and dejected, retiring from the public administration 
of afiairs into a solitary forest, and there abandoning 
himself to all the black considerations, which naturally 
arise fix>m a passion made up of love, remorse, pity 
and despair. He used to rave for his Mariamne, and 
to call upon her in his distracted fits ; and in all pro- 
bability would soon have followed her, had not his 
thoughts been seasonably called off from so sad an 
object by public storms which at that time very nearly 
threatened him. L. 
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Non solum scientia, quae est remota i justltiai calliditas poti^ 
quam sapientia est appeUanda; veri^m etiam, animus para- 
tus ad periculum, si sua cupiditate, non militate communi, 
impellitur, audaciac potius nomen habeat, quam fortitudi- 
nis Plato. 

'As knowledge, without justice, ought to he called cunning, 
rather than wisdom > so, a mind prepared to meet danger, 
if excited by its own eagerness, and not the public good, de- 
serves the name of audacity, rather than of courage. 

THERE can be no greater injury to human society, 
than that good talents among men should be held ho- 
norable to those who are endowed with them without 
any regard how they are applied. Thfe gifts of na- 
ture and accomplishments of art are valuable but as 
they are exerted in the interests of virtue, or governed 
by the rules of honour. We ought to abstract our 
minds from the observation of any excellence in those 
we converse with, until we have taken some notice, 
or received some good information of the disposition 
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of their minds ; otherwise the beauty of their persons, 
or the charms of their wit, may make us fond of those 
whom our reason and judgment will tell us we ought 
to abhor. 

When we suffer ourselves to be thus carried away 
by mere beauty, or mere wit, Ommamante, w^ith all 
her vice, will bear away as much of our good-will as 
the most innocent virgin or discreetest matron ; and 
there cannot be a more abject slavery in this world 
than to dote upon what we think we ought to condemn ; 
Yet this must be our condition in all the parts of life, 
if we suffer ourselves to approve any thing but what 
tends to the promotion of what is good and honour- 
able. If we would take true pains with ourselves to 
consider all things by the light of reason and justice, 
though a man were in the height of youth and amor- 
ous inclinations, he would look upon a coquette with 
the same contempt or indifference that he would upon 
a coxcomb. The wanton carriage In a woman would 
disappoint her of the admiration which she aims at ; 
and the vain dress or discourse of a man would de- 
stroy the comeliness of his shape, or goodness of his 
understanding. I say the goodness of his understand- 
ing, for it is no less common to see men of sense 
commence coxcombs, than beautiful women become 
immodest. When this happens in either, the favour 
we are naturally inclined to give to the good qualities 
they have from nature, should abate in proportion. 
But however just it is to measure the value of men 
by the application of their talents, and not by the 
eminence of those qualities abstracted from their use ; 
I say, however just such a way of judging is, in all 
ages as well as this, the contrary has prevailed upon 
the generality of mankind. How many lewd devices 
have been preserved from one "age to another, Vhich 
had perished as soon as they were made, if painters 
and sculptors had been esteemed as much for the 
purpose^ as the execution of their designs ; modest 
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and well-governed imaginations have by this means 
lost the representations of ten thousand charming 
portraitures, filled with* images of innate truth, gene- 
rous zeal, courageous faith, and tender humanity ; 
instead of which, satyrs, furies, and monsters ar« 
recommended by those arts to a shameful eternity. 

The unjust application of laudable talents, is tole- 
rated in the general opinion of men, not only in such 
cases as are here mentioned, but also in matters 
which concern ordinary life. If a lawyer were to be 
esteemed only as he uses his parts in contending for 
justice, and were immediately despicable when he 
appeared in a cause which he could not but know was 
an unjust one, how honourd.ble would his character 
be ! and how honourable is it in such among us, who 
follow the profession no otherwise, than as labouring 
to protect the injured, to subdue the oppressor, to im- 
prison the c^*eless debtor, and do right to the painful 
artificer; but msuiy of this excellent character are 
overlooked by the greater number ; who affect cover- 
ing a weak place in a client's title, diverting the course 
Qf an inquiry, or finding a skilful refuge to paUiate 
a falsehood ; yet it is still called eloquence in the lat- 
ter, though thus unjustly employed : But resolution 
in an assassin is according to reason quite as Isuidablci 
as knowledge and wisdom exercised in the defence 
of an ill cause. 

"Vyere the intention stedfastly considered, as the 
measure of approbation, all falsehood would soon be 
out of countenance ; and an address in imposing upon 
mankind, would be as contemptible in one' state of 
life as another. A couple of courtiers making pro- 
fessions of esteem, would make the same figure after 
breach of promise, as two knights of the post con- 
victed of perjury. But conversation is fallen so low 
in point of morality, that as they say in a bargain, 
Let the Buyer look to it ; so in friendship, he is the 
man in danger who is most apt to believe } he is the 
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more likely to suffer in the commerce, who beg 
with the obligation of being the more ready to ei 
into it. 

But those men only are truly great, who place tl 
ambition rather in acquiring to themselves the c 
science of worthy enterprises, than in the prospec 
glory which attends them. These exalted spi 
would rather be secretly the authors of events wl: 
are serviceable to mankind, than, without being si 
to have the public fame of it. Where therefore 
eminent merit is robbed by "artifice or detraction 
does but increase by such endeavours of its enemi 
the impotent pains which are taken to sully it, or 
fuse it among a crowd to the injury of a single ] 
son, will naturally produce the contrary effect ; 
fire will blaze out, and bum up all that attemp 
smother what they cannot extinguish. 

There is but one thing necessary to keep the j 
session of true glory, which is, to hear the oppos 
of it with patience, and preserve the virtue by wl 
it was acquired. When a man is thoroughly ] 
suaded that he ought neither to admire, wish for 
pursue any thing but what is exactly his duty, i 
not in the power of seasons, persons or accidents 
diminish his value. He only is a great man who 
neglect t|ie applause of the multitude, and enjoy h 
self independent of its favour. This is indeed 
arduous task ; but it should comfort a glorious ^ 
that it is the highest step to which human nature 
arrive. Triumph, applause, acclamation, are dea 
the mind of man ; but it is still a more exquisite 
light to say to yourself^ you have done well, thai 
hear the whole human race pronounce you glori< 
except you yourself can join ^vith them in your « 
reflections. A mind thus equal and uniform ma] 
deserted by little fashionable admirers and foWovi 
but Mrill ever be had in reverence by souls like it 
The branches of the oak endure all the season 
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Che year, though its leaves fall off in autumn ; and 
these too will be restored with the retummg spring. 

T. 
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I 

—Remove fera monstra, taxque 

Saxificos vultus, quaecunque ea, toHe Meduss. Ovzb. 

Remove that horrid monster, and take hence 
Medusa's petrifying countenance. 

IN a late paper I mentioned the project of an iu« 
|;eniou8 author for the erecting of several handicraft 
prizes to be contended for by our British artisans, and 
the influence they might have towards the improve- 
ment of our several manufactures. I have since that 
been very much surprised with the following adver- 
tisement which I fiiKi in the Post-Boy of the eleventh 
instant, and again repeated in the Post-Boy of the 
fifteenth. 

ON the ninth of October next will be run for upon 
Coleshill-Heath in Warwickshire, a plate of six gui- 
neas value, three heats, by any horse, mare, or geld- 
ing that hs^ not won above the value of five pounds- 
the winning horse to be sold for ten pounds, to carry, 
ten stone weight, if fourteen hands high ; if above or 
under to carry or be allowed weight for inches, and 
to be entered Friday the fifteenth at the Swan in 
Coleshill, before six in the evening. Also a plate 
of less value to be run for by asses. The same day 
a gold ring to be grinned for by men. 
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The first of these diversions that is to be exhibited 
by the ten pounds race-horses, may probably have its 
use ; but the two last in which the asses and men are 
concerned, seem to me altogether extraordinary and 
imaccountable. Why they should keep running asses 
at Coleshill, or how making mouths turns to account 
in Warwickshire, more than in any other parts of 
England, I cannot comprehend. I have looked over 
all the Olympic games, and do not find any thing in 
them like an ass-race, or a match at grinning. How- 
ever it be, I am informed that several asses are now 
kept in body -clothes, and sweated every morning upon 
the heath, and that all the country fellows within ten 
miles of the Swan, grin an hour or two in their 
glasses every mornings in order to qualify them- 
selves for the ninth of October. The prize, which 
is proposed to be grinned for, has raised such an 
ambition among the common people of out-grinning 
one another, that many very discerning persons are 
afraid it should spoil most of the faces in the coun- 
try ; and that a Warwickshire man will be known 
by his grin, as Roman Catholics imagine a Kentish 
man is by his tail. The gold ring which is made 
the prize of deformity, is just the reverse of the 
golden apple that was formerly made the prize of 
beauty, and should carry for its posy the old naotto 
inverted, 

Detur tetriori. 

Or to accommodate it to the capacity of the com- 
t^atants, 

The frightfuirst grinner 
Be the winner. 

In the mean while I would advise a Dutch painter 
to be present at this great controversy of faces, in 
order to make a collection of the most remarkable 
g'Tins that shall be there exhibited. 



I 
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I must not here omit an account which I lately re- 
ceived of one of these grinning-matches from a gen- 
tleman, who, upon reading the above-mentioned ad- 
▼ertisement, entertained the coffee-house with the fol- 
lowing narrative. Upon the taking of Namur, amidst 
other public rejoicings made on that occasion, there 
was a gold ring given by a whig justice of peace to 
be grinned for. The first competitor that entered the 
lists was a black swarthy Frenchman, who accident- 
ally passed that way, and being a man naturally of a 
withered look and hard features, promised himself good 
success. He was placed upon a table in the great point 
of view, and looking upon the company like Milton's 
Death, 

Grinn'd horribly a ghastly smile 

His musles were so drawn togetlier on each side of 
his face, that he shewed twenty teeth at a grin, and 
put the country in some pain, lest a foreigner should 
carry away the honour of the day ; but upon a farther 
trial they found he was master only of the merry grin. 
The next that moiAited the table was a malcontent 
in those days, and a great master in the whole art of 
ginning, but particularly excelled in the angry grin. 
He did his part so well, that he is said to have made 
half a dozen women miscarry ; but the justice being 
apprised by one who stood near him, that tlie fellow 
who grinned in his face was a Jacobite, and being un- 
willing th^t a disaffected person should win the gold 
ring, suifbe looked upon as the best grinner in the 
country/ne ordered the oaths to be tendered unto him 
upon his quitting the table, which the grinner refus- 
ing, he was set aside as an unqualified person. There 
were several other grotesque figures thai presented 
themselves, which it would be too tedious to describe. 
I must not however omit a ploughman, whb lived in 
the fiirther part of the country, and being vCTy lucky 
in a pair of long lanthom jaws, wrung his face into 

VOL. HI. c * 
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such an hideous gnmace, that every feature of it ap- 
peared under a different distortion. The whole com- 
pany stood astonished at such a complicated grin, and 
were ready to assign the prize to him, had it not been 
proved by one of his antagonists, that he had pi*actised 
with verjuice for some days before, and had a crab 
found upon him at the very time of grinning ; upon 
which the best judges of grinning declared it as their 
opinion, that he was not to be looked upon as a fair 
grinner, and therefore ordered him to be set aside as 
a cheat. 

The prize, it seems, fell at length upon a cobler, 
Giles Gorgon by name, who produced several new 
grins of his own invention, having been used to cut 
faces for many years together over his last. At the 
very first grin he cast every human feature out of his 
countenance, at the second he became the face of a 
spout, at a third of a baboon, at the fourth the head 
of a base-viol, and the fifth a pair of nut-crackers. The 
whole assembly w^ondered at his accomplishments, and 
bestowed the ring on him unanimously ; but, what he 
esteemed more than all the rest, a country wench, 
whom he had wooed in vain for above five years be- 
fore, was so charmed with his grins, and the applau- 
ses which he received on all sides, that she married 
him the week following, and to this day wears the 
prize upon her finger, the cobler having made use of 
it as his wedding ring. 

This paper might perhaps seem very hgjpertinent, 
if it grew serious in the conclusion. I wo^ld never- 
theless leave it to the consideration of those who are 
the patrons of this monstrous trial of skill, whether 
or no they are not guilty, in some measure, of an af- 
front to their species, in treating after this manner the 
human f^e divine^ and turning that part of us, which 
has so §reat an image impressed upon it, into the 
image of a monkey ; whether the raising such silly 
competitions among the ignorant, proposing prizes feir 
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»uch useless accomplishments, filling the common peo- 
ple's heads with such senseless ambitions, and inspir- 
ing them with such absurd ideas of superiority and 
pre-eminence, has not in it somethinij immoral, as 
well as ridiculous. 
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Hacc nemini & victum frustra contendere Thyrsin. VirC. 

These rhymes I did to memory commend, 
. When vanquished Thyrsis did in vain contend. Drydek. 

THERE is scarce any thing more common than 
animosities between paities that cannot subsist but 
by their agreement : tliis was well represented in the 
sedition of the members of the human body, in the 
old Roman fable. It is often the case of lesser confe- 
derate states against a superior power, which are 
hardly held together, though their unanimity is ne- 
cessary for their common safety : and this is always 
the case of the landed and trading interest of Great 
Britain: the trader is fed by the product of the land, 
and the landed man cannot be clothed but by the skill 
of the trader ; and yet tliose interests are ever jarring. 

We had last winter an instance of this at our club, 
in Sir Roger de Coverly and Sir Andrew Freeport, 
between whom there is generally a constant, though 
friendly, opposition of opinions. It happened that one 
of the company, in an historical discourse, was ob- 
serving, that Carthaginian faith was a proverbial 
phrase to intimate breach of leagues. Sir Roger said 
It could hardly be othenvise ; that the Carthaginians 
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were the greatest traders in the world ; and as gain 
is the chief end of such a people, they never pursue 
any other: the means to it are never regarded: they 
will, if it comes easily, get money honestly; but if 
not, they will not scruple to attain it by fraud or co- 
zenage : and indeed, what is the whole business of 
the trader's account, but to over-reach him who trusts 
to his memory ? But were not that so, what can there 
great and noble be expected from him whose atten- 
tion is for ever fixed upon balancing his books, and 
watching over his expences ? And at best, let fruga- 
lity and parsimony be the virtiies of the merchant, 
how much is his punctual dealing below a gentleman's 
charity to the poor, or hospitality among his neigh- 
bours. 

Captain Sentry observed Sir Andrew very diligent 
in hearing Sir Roger, and had a mind to turn the dis- 
co\irse, by taking notice in general, from the highest 
to the lowest parts of human society, there was a se- 
cret, though unjust, way among men, of indulging the 
seeds of ill-nature and. envy, by comparing their own 
state of life to that of another, and grudging the ap- 
proach of their neighbour to their own happiness ; and 
on the other side, he who is the less at his ease, re- 
pines at the other, who he thinks has unjustly the ad- 
vantage over him. Thus the civil and military lists 
look upon each other with much ill nature ; the sol- 
dier repines at the courtier's power, and the courtier 
rallies the soldier's honour; or, to come to lower in- 
stances, the private men in the horse and foot of an 
army, the carmen and coachmen in the city streets, 
mutually look upon each other with ill-will, when they 
are in competition for quarters or the way in their re- 
spective motions. 

It is very well, good captain, interrupted Sir An- 
drew : you may attempt to turn the discourse if you 
tJiink lit; but I must, however, have a word or two 
wvVA Sir Rogevj who, I see, tYunVs \v^ V^'i -^^iv^ ts\^ 
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offV and been very severe upon the merchant. I shall 
not, continued he, at this time remind Sir Roger of 
the 'great and noble monuments of charity and public 
spirit, which have been erected by merchants since 
the reformation, but at present content myself with 
what he allows us, parsimony and frugality. If it were 
consistent with the quality of so ancient a baronet as 
Sir Roger, to keep an account, or measure tilings by 
the most infallible way, that of numbers, he would 
prefer our parsimony to his hospitality. If to drink 
so many hogsheads is to be hospitable, we do not con- 
tend for the fame of that virtue ; but it would be worth 
while to consider, whether so many artificers, at work 
ten days together by my appointment, or so many 
peasants made merry on Sir Roger's charge, are the 
men more obliged ? I believe the families of the ar- 
tificers will thank me, more than the houshold of the 
peasants shall Sir Roger. Sir Roger gives to his men, 
but I place mine above the necessity or obligation of 
myboimty. I am in very little pain for the Roman 
proverb upon the Cartliaginian traders ; the Romans 
were their professed enemies : I am only sorry no 
Carths^^ian histories have come to our hands ; wu 
might have been taught, perhaps, by them, some pro- 
verbs against the Roman generosity, in fighting for 
and bestowing other people's goods. But since Sir 
Roger has taken occasion from an old proverb to be 
out of humour with merchants, it should be no offence 
to offer one not quite so old in their defence. When 
a man happens to break in Holland, they say of him 
that " he has not kept true accounts." This phrase, 
perhaps among us, would appear a soft or humourous 
way of speaking, but with that exact nation it bears 
the highest reproach ; for a man to be mistaken in 
the calculation of his expence, in his ability to answer 
future demands, or to be impertinently sanguine in 
putting hi^ credit to too great adventure^ ^y^ ^ \xv 

c 2 
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Stances of as much infamy as with gayer nations t» 
be fiedling in courage or common honesty. 

Numbers are so much the measure of every thing 
that is valuable, that it is not possible to demonstrate 
the success of any action, or the prudence of any un- 
dertaking without them. I say this in answer to 
what Sir Roger is pleased to say, that little that is 
truly noble can be expected from one who is ever por- 
ing on his cash-book, or balancing his accounts. 
When I have my returns from abroad, I can tell to a 
shilling by the help of numbers, the profit or loss by 
my adventure ; but I ought also to be able to shew 
that I had reason for making it, either from my own 
experience, or that of other people, or from a reason- 
able presumption that my returns will be sufficient to 
answer my expence and hazard ; and this is never to 
be done without the skill of numbers. For instance, if 
I am to trade to Turkey, I ought beforehand to know 
the demand of our manufactures there, as well as of 
their silks in England, and the customary prices that 
are given for both in each country. I ought to have 
a clear knowledge of these matters beforehand, that I 
may presume upon sufficient returns to answer the 
charge of the cargo I have fitted out, the fi^ight and 
assurance out and home, the customs to the Queen, 
and the interest of my own money, and besides all 
<these expences, a reasonable profit to myself. Now 
what is there of scandal in this skill ? What has the 
merchant done, that he should be so little in the good 
graces of Sir Roger ? He throws down no man's en- 
closures, and tramples upon no man*s com ; he takes 
nothing from the industrious labourer ; he pays the 
poor man for his work ; he communicates his profit 
with mankind ; by the preparation of his cargo, and 
the manufacture of his returns, he furnishes employ- 
ment and subsistence to greater numbere than the 
richest nobleman ; and even the nobleman is obliged 
to him for finding out fijreign matkets for the produce 
of his estate^ and for making great addition to his 
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rents ; and yet it is certain^ that none of all these 
things could be done by hinumthout the exercise of 
his skill in numbers. 

This is the economy of the merchant ; and the 
conduct of the gentleman must be the same^ unless 
by scorning to be the ste\yard, he resolves the steward 
shall be the gentleman. The gentleman, ho more 
than the merchant, is able, without the help of num** 
bers, to account for the success of any action, or the 
prudence of any adventure . If, for instance, the chace 
is his whole adventure, his only returns must be the 
stag's horns in the great hall, and the fox's nose upon 
the stable door. Without doubt Sir Roger knows the full 
value of these returns ; and if beforehand he had com- 
puted tlie charges of the chace, a gentleman of his 
discretion would certainly have hang^ up all his dogs, 
he would never have brought back so many fine horses 
to the kennel, he would never have gone so oflen, like 
a blast, over fields of com. If such too had been the 
conduct of all his ancestors, he might truly have 
boasted at this day, that the antiquity of his family 
had never been sullied by a trade ; a merchant had 
never been permitted with his whole estate to purchase 
a room for his picture in the gallery of the Coverleys, 
or to claim his descent from the maid of honour. But 
it is very happy for Sir Roger that the merchant paid 
so dear for bis ambition. It is the misfortune of 
many other gentlemen to turn out of the seats of their 
ancestors, to make way for such new masters as have 
been more exact in their accounts than themselves ; 
and certainly he deserves the estate a great deal bet- 
ter, who has got it by his industry, than he who haft 
lost it by his negligence. T. 
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No. CLXXV. THURSJDAY, SEPTEMBER 20. 

Proximus a tectis ignis defenditur segrc :— Ovid. 

To save your house from neighb*ring fire is hard. Tate. 

I SHALL this day entertain my readers with two 
or three letters I have received from my correspon- 
dents : the first discovers to me a species of females 
which have hitherto escaped my notice, and is as fol- 
lows : 

* Mr. Spectator, 
* I AM a young gentleman of a competent fortune, 
and a sufficient taste of learning to spend five or six 
hours every day very agreeably among my books. 
That I might have notliing to divert me from my 
studies, and to avoid the noises of coaches and chair- 
men, I have taken lodgings in a very narrow street, 
not far from Whitehall ; but it is my misfortune ta 
be so posted, that my lodgings are directly opposite 
to those of a Jezebel. You are to know, Sir, that 
a Jezebel, (so called by the neighbourhood, from 
displaying her pernicious charms at her window) 
appears constantly dressed at Ker sash, and has 
a thousand little tricks and fooleries, to attract the 
eyes of all the idle young fellows in the neighbour- 
hood. I have seen more than six persons at once 
from their several windows observing the Jezebel I 
am now complaining of. I at first looked on her my- 
self with the highest contempt, could divert myself 
with her airs for half an hour, and afterwards take 
up my Plutarch with great tranquillity of mind ; but 
was a little vexed to find, that, in less than a 
month, she had considerably stolen upon my timcy 
so that I resolved to look at her no more. But the 
Jezebel, who, as I suppose, might think it a diminu- 
tion to her honour, to have the number o£ her gazers 
lessened, resolved not to part with me so, and begani 
♦ to play so many new tricks at her window, that it wa» 
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impossible for me to forbeai' observing her. I verily 
believe she put herself to the expence of a new wax 
baby on purpose to plague me ; she used to dandle 
and play with this figure as impertinently as if it had 
been a real child : sometimes she would let fall a 
glove or a pin-cushion in the street, and shut or open 
her casement three or four times in a minute. When 
I had almost weaned myself from this, she came in her 
shift sleeves, and dressed at the window. I had no 
way left but to let down my curtains, which I sub- 
mitted to, though it considerably darkened my room, 
and was pleased to think that I had at last got the 
better of her; but was surprised the next morning 
to hear her talking out of her window quite cross 
the street, with another woman that lodges over me : 
I am since informed that she made her a visit, and 
got acquainted with her within three hours after the 
fall of my window-curtains. 
* Sir, I am plagued every moment in the day, one 
way or another, in my own chambers ; and the Je- 
zebel has the satisfaction to know, tliat though I am 
not looking at her, I am listening to her impertinent 
dialogues that pass over my head. I would imme- 
diately change my lodgings, but that I think it might 
look like a plain confession that I am conquered ; and 
besides this, I am told that most quarters of the town 
are infested with these creatures. If they are so, I 
am sure it is such an abuse, as a lover of learning 
and silence ought to take notice of. 

* I am. Sir, 
< Yours, &c, 

I am afraid, by some lines in this letter, that my 
young student is touched with a distemper which he 
hardly seems to dream, of, and is too far gone in it to 
receive advice. However, I shall animadvert in due 
time on the abuse which he mentions, having myself 
ot)served a nest of Jezebels near the Temple, who m^ke 
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it their diversion to draw up the eyes of young Tefn- 
plars, that at the same time they may see them stum- 
ble in an unlucky gutter which- runs under the win- 
dow. 

* Mr. Spectator, 
' I HAVE lately read the conclusion of your forty- 
seventh speculation upon Butts with great pleasure, 
and have ever since been thoroughly persuaded that 
one of those gentlemen is extremely necessary to en- 
liven conversation. I had an entertainment last week 
upon the water, for a lady to whom I make my ad- 
dresses, with several of our friends of both sexes. To 
divert the company in general, and to shew my mis- 
tress in particular, my genius for raillery, I took one 
of the most celebrated Butts in town along with me. 
It is with the utmost shame and confusion that I must 
acquaint you with the sequel of my adventure : as 
soon as we were got into the boat, I played a sen- 
tence or two at my Butt which I thought very smart, 
when my ill genius, who I verily believed inspired 
him purely for my destruction, suggested to him such 
a reply, as got all the laughter on his side. I was 
dashed at so unexpected a turn, which the Butt per- 
ceiving, resolved not to let me recover myself, and 
pursuing his victory, rallied and tossed me in a most 
unmerciful and barbarous manner, until we came to 
Chelsea. I had some small success while we were 
eating cheese-cakes; but coming home> he renewed 
his attacks with his former good fortune, and equal 
diversion to the whole company. In short. Sir, I must 
ingenuously o^vn that I was never so handled in all 
my life ; and, to complete my misfortune, I am since 
told that the Butt, flushed with his late victory, has 
made a visit or two to tlie dear object of my wish- 
es, so that I am at once in danger of losing all my 
pretensions to wit, and my mistress into the bargain. 
This, Sirj is a true account of my present troubles. 
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which you are the more obliged to assist me in, as 
you were yourself, in a great measure, the cause of 
them, by recommending to us an instrument, and 
not instructing us at the same time how to play up- 
on it. 

* I have been thinking whether it might not be highly 
convenient that all Butts should wear an inscription 
affixed to some part of their bodies, shewing on which 
side they are to be come at, and that if any of them 
are persons of unequal tempers, there should be some 
method taken to inform the world at what time it is 
safe to attack them, and when you had best let them 
alone. But, submitting these matters to your more 
serious consideration, 

< I am, Sir, 

< Your's, &c. 

I have, indeed, seen and heard of several young gen- 
tlemen imder the same misfbrtime with my present 
correspondent. The best rule I can lay down for them 
to avoid the like calamities for the future, is thoroughly 
to consider not only " Whether their companions are 
" weak,** but " Whether themselves are wits." 

The following letter comes to me from Exeter, and 
being credibly informed that what it contains is mat- 
ter of fact, I shalj give it my reader as it was sent me. 

* Exeter, Sep. 7. 
' « Mr. Spectator, 

* YOU were pleased in a late speculation to take 
' notice of the inconvenience we lie under in the coun- 
' try, in not being able to keep pace with the fashion : 

* but there is another misfortune which we are sub- 
' ject to, and is no less grievous than the former, which 
' has hitherto escaped your observation. I mean, the 

* having things palmed upon us for London fashions, 
^ which w^re never once heard of there. 
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* A lady of this place had some time since a box 
of the newest ribbons sent down by the coach : whe- 
ther it was her own malicious invention or the wan- 
tonness of a London milliner, I am not able to in- 
form you ; but, among the rest, there was one cherry- 
coloured ribbon, consisting of about half a dozen yards 
made up in the figure of a small head-dress. The 
aforesaid lady had the assurance to affirm, amidst a 
circle of female inquisitors, who were present at the 
opening of the box, that this was the newest fashion 
worn at court. Accordingly the next Sunday we had 
several females who came to church with their heads 
dressed wholly in ribbons, and looked like so many- 
victims ready to be sacrificed. This is still a reign- 
ing mode among us. At the same time we have a 
set of gentlemen who take the liberty to appear in 
all public places without any buttons to their coats, 
which they supply with several little silver hasps, 
though our freshest advices from London make no 
mention of any such fashion; and we are something 
shy of affording matter to the button-makers for a 
second petition. 

* What I would humbly propose to the public is, 
that there may be a society erected in London, to 
consist of the most skilful persons of both sexes, for 
the " inspection of modes and fashions;" and that, 
hereafter no person or persons shall presume to ap- 
pear singularly habited in any part of the country, 
without a testimonial from the aforesaid society, that 
their dress is answerable to the mode at London. By 
this means. Sir, we shall know a little whereabout 
we are. 

* If you could bring this matter to bear, you would 
very much oblige great numbers of your country 
friends, and among the rest, 

' Your very humble servant, 

' Jack Modish.* 
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. No. OLXXVI. FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 21. 

Parvulsb- pumilio, ^ap/Vft;* {/.tac, tota merum sal. Lucr. 

A tittle, pretty, witty, charming she ! 

THERE are in the following letter, matters, which 
I, a bachelor, cannot be supposed to be acciuainted 
with ; therefore shall not pretend to explain upon it 
until farther consideration, but leave the author of 
the epistle to express his condition his own way. 

* Mr. Spectator, 

* I DO not deny but you appear in many of your 
papers to understand human life pretty well; but 
there are very many things which you cannot pos- 
sibly have a true notion of, in a single life ; these 
are such as respect the married state ; otherwise I 
cannot account %r your having overlooked a very 
good sort of people, which are commonly called in 
scorn the Hen-peckt. You are to understand that I 
am one of those innocent mortals who suffer deiision 
under that word, for being governed by the best of 
wives. It would be worth your consideration to en- 
ter into the nature of affection itself, and tell us, 
according to your philosophy, why it is that our 
dears should do what they will with us, shall be 
froward, ill-4iatured, assuming, sometimes whine, 
at others rail, then swoon away, then come to life, 
have the use of speech to the grcutest fluency ima- 
ginable, and then sink away again, and ail because 
they fear we do not love them enough ; that is, the 
poor thing loves us so heartily, that they cannot 
think it possible we should be ^ble to love them in 
so great a degree, which makes them take on so. I 
say, Sir, a true good-natured man. Whom rakes and 
Hbertines can Hen-peckt, shall fall into all these dif- 
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ferent moods with his dear life, and at the s 
time see they are wholly put on ; and yet nc 
hard-hearted enough to tell the dear good crea 
that she is an hypocrite. 
' This sort of good men is very frequent in 
populous and wealthy city of London, and is 
true Hen-peckt man ; the kind creature cannot hi 
through l^is kindnesses so far as to come to an 
planation with the tender soul, and therefore [ 
on to comfort her when nothing ails her, to app 
her when she is not angry, and to give her his < 
when he knows she does not want it ; rather tha 
uneasy for a whole month, which is conipute< 
hard-hearted men the space of time which a fi 
ard woman takes to come to herself, if you have < 
rage to stand out. 

* There are indeed several other species of the I 
peckt, and in my opinion they are certainly the 
subjects the Queen has ; and for that reason I 1 
it to be your duty to keep us abojfe contempt. 

* I do not know whether I make myself undersi 
in the representation of a Hen-peckt life, but I s 
take leave to give you an account of myself, and 
own spouse. You are to know that I am reckc 
no fool, have on several occasions been tried \i 
ther I will take ill-usage, and the event has beei 
my advantage ; and yet there is not such a slav 
Turkey as I am to my dear. She has a good si 
of wit, and is what you call a very pretty agreei 
woman. I perfectly dote on her, and my affec 
to her gives me aU the anxieties imaginable but 1 
of jealousy. My being thus confident of her, 1 1 
as m^ch as I can judge of my heart, to be the i 
son, that whatever she does, though it be nevei 
much against my inclination, there is still left soi 
thing in her manner that is amiable. She will soi 
times look at me wih an assumed grandeur, 
pretend to resent that I have not had respect enoi 



THE SPECTATOR. 33 

for her opinion in such an instance in company. I 
cannot but smile at the pretty anger she is in, and 
then she pretends she is used like a child. In a 
word, our great debate is, which has the superiority 
in point of understanding. She is eternally forming 
an ailment of debate ; to which I very indolently 
answer, thou art mighty pretty. To thi j she answers, 
all tl;e world but you think I have as much sense as 
yourself. I repeat to her, indeed you are pretty. 
Upon this there is no patience ; she will throw down 
any thing about her, stanip and pull off her head- 
clothes. Fy, my dear, says I ; how can a woman 
of your sense fall into such an intemperate rage ? 
This is an argument which never fails. Indeed, my 
dear, says she, you make me mad sometimes, so 
you do, with the silly way you have of treating me 
like a pretty idiot. Well, what have I g^t by putting 
her into good-humour ? Nothing, but that I must 
convince her of my good opinion by my practice ; 
and then I am to give her possession of my little 
ready-money, and, for a day and a half following, 
dislike all she dislikes, and extol every thing she 
approves. I am so exquisitely fond of this darling, 
that I seldom see any of my friends, am uneasy 
in all companies until I see her again ; and when 
I come home she is in the dumps, because she says 
she is sure I came so soon only because I think her 
handsome. I dare not upon this occasion laugh ; 
but though I am one of the warmest churchmen in 
the kingdom, I am forced to rail at the times, because 
she is a violent whig. Upon this we talk politics so 
long, that she is convinced I kiss her for her wis- 
dom. It is a common practice with me to ask her 
some questions concerning the constitution, which 
she answers me in general out of Harrington's 
Oceana : then I commend her strange memory, 
and her arm is immediately locked in mine. 
While I keep her in this temper she plays before 
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me, sometimes dancing in the midst of the rooin, 
sometimes strikinp^ an air at her spinnet, varying 
her posture and her channs in such a manner that 
1 am in continual pleasure. She will play the fool, 
if I allow her to be wise ; but if she suspects I like 
her for her trifling, she immediately grows grave. 
' These are the toils in which I am taken, and I 
carry off my senitude as well as most men ; but 
my application to you is in behalt of the Heh-peckt 
in general, and I desire a dissertation from you in 
defence of us. You have, as I am informed, very 
good authorities in our favour, and hope you will 
not omit the mention of the renowned Socrates^ 
and his philosophic resignation to his wife Xantip* 
pe. This would be a very good office to the world 
in general, for the Hen-peckt are powerful in their 
quality and numbers, not only in cities but in courts ; 
in the latter they are ever the most obsequious, 
in the former the most wealthy of all men. When 
you have considered wedlock thoroughly, you ought 
to enter into the suburbs of matrimony, and give us 
an account of the thraldom of kind keepers, and 
irresolute lovers ; the keepers who cannot quit their 
fair ones, though they see their approaching ruin ; 
the lovers who dare not marry, though they knoyr 
they never shall be happy without the mistresses 
whom they cannot purchase on other terms. 
' What will be a great embellishment to your dis* 
course, will be, that you may find instances of the 
haughty, the proud, the frolic, tlie stubborn, who are 
each of them in secret downright slaves to their 
wives or mistresses. I must beg of you intlie last 
place to dwell upon this, that the wise and valiant 
in all ages have been Hen-peckt ; and that the sturdy 
tempers who are not slaves to affection, owe that 
exemption to their being inthralled by ambition, 
avarice, or some meaner passion. I have ten thou* 
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' sand things more to say, but my wife sees me 
/ writing, and will, according to custom, be amsuited, 
' if I do not seal this immediately. 
.p < Yours, 

* Nathaniel Henroost.* 



No. CLXXVII. SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 22. 

Quis enim bonus, aut face dignus 

Arcana, quakm Cereris vult esse sacerdos, 

Ulla aliena sibi credat mala ? Juv. 

Who can all sense of others ills escape, 

Is but a brute at best, m human shape. Tate. 

IN one of niy last week's papers I treated of good 
nature, as it is the effect of constitution ; I shall now 
speak of it as it is a moral virtue. The first may 
make a man easy in himself and agreeable to others, 
but implies no merit in him that is possessed of it. A 
man is no more to be praised upon this account, than 
because he has a regular pulse or a good digestion. 
This good-nature however in the constitution, which 
Mr. Dryden somewhere calls a " Milkiness of blood," 
is an admirable ground-work for the other. In order 
therefore to try our good nature, whether it arises 
from the body or the mind, whether it be founded 
in the animal or rational part of our nature ; in a 
word, whether it be such as is intituled to any other 
reward, besides that secret satisfaction and content- 
ment of mind which is essential to it, and the kind 
reception it procures us in the world, we must ex- 
amine it by the following rules. 

First, whether it acts with steadiness and unifor- 
mity in sickness and in health, in prosperity and in 
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adversity ; if otherwise, it is to be looked upon a» 
nothing else but an irradiation of the mind from some 
new supply of spirits or a more kindly circulation <rf 
the blood. Sir Francis Bacon mentjj^s a cunning 
solicitor, who would never ask a favour of a great 
man before dinner ; but took care to prefer his peti- 
tion at a time when the party petitioned had his mind 
free from care, and his appetites in good humour. 
Such a transient temporary good-nature as this, is 
not that philanthropy, that love of mankind, which 
deserves the title of a moral virtue. 

The next way of a man's bringing his good-nature 
to the test, is, to consider whether it operates ac- 
cording to the rules of reason and duty ; for if, not- 
withstanding its general benevolence to mankkul, it 
makes no distinction between its objects, if it exerts 
itself promiscuously towards the deserving and un- 
deserving, if it relieves alike the idle and the indi- 
gent, if it gives itself up to the first petitioner, and 
lights upon any one rather by accident than choice^ 
it may pass for an amiable instinct, but must not as- 
sume the name of a moral virtue. 

The thiixl trial of good-nature will be, the exanun- 
ing ourselves, whether or no we are able to exert it 
to our own disadvantage, and employ it on proper 
objects, notwithstanding any little pain, want, or in- 
convenience which may arise to ourselves from it ; 
in a word, whether we are willing to risk any part of 
our fortune, our reputation, or health, or ease, for the 
benefit of mankind. Among all these expressions of 
good-nature, I shall single out that which goes under 
the general name of charity, as it consists in reliev- 
ing the indigent ; that being a trial of this kind which 
offers itself to us almost at all times and in every 
place. 

I should propose it as a rule to every one who is 
provided with any competency of fortune more than 
sufficient for the necessaries of life, to lay ai^ide a 
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certam proportion of his income for the use of the 
poor. This I would look upon as an offering to him 
who has a right to the whole, for the use of those 
whom, in the passage hereafter mentioned, he has 
described as his own representatives upon earth. At 
the same time we should manage our charity with 
such prudence and caution, that we may not hurt 
our own friends or relations, whilst we are doing 
good to those who are strangers to us. 

This may possibly be explained better by an ex«< 
ample than by a rule. 

Eugenius is a man of an universal good-nature, 
and generous beyond the extent of his fortune ; but 
withal so prudent, in the economy of his affairs, 
that what goes out in charity is made up by good 
Vianagement. Eugenius has what the world calls 
two hundred pounds a year ; but never values him-r 
self above ninescore, as not thinking he has a right 
to the tenth part, which he always appropriates to 
charitable uses. To this sum he frequency makes 
other voluntary additions, insomuch that in a good 
year, for such he accounts those in which he has 
been able to make greater bounties than onlinary, he 
has given above twice that sum to the sickly and indi- 
gent. Eugenius prescribes to himself many particu- 
lar days of fasting and abstinence, in order to en- 
crease his private bank of charity, and sets aside 
what would be the current expences of those times 
for the use of the poor. He often goes afoot where 
his business calls him, and at the end of his walk 
has given a shilling, which in his ordinary methods 
of expence would have gone for coach-hire, to the 
first necessitous person that has fallen in his way. I 
have known him, when he has been going to a play 
or an opei'a, divert the money which was designed 
for that pui-pose, upon an object of chaiity, whom he 
has met with in the street ; and afterwards pass his 
evenii^ in a coffee-house, or at a friend's fire-side, with 
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much greater satisfaction to himself than he could 
have received from the most exquisite entertainments 
of the theatre. By these means he is generous^ 
without impoverishing himself, and enjoys his estate 
by making it the property of others. 

There are few men so cramped in their private 
af&drs, who may not be charitable after this manner, 
without any disadvantage to themselves, or prejudice 
to their families. It is but sometimes sacrificing a 
diversion or convenience to the poor, and turning the 
usual course of our expences iqto a better channel. 
This is, I think, not only the most prudent and con- 
venient, but the most meritorious piece of charity, 
which we can put in practice. By this method we in 
some measure share the necessities of the poor at the 
same time that we relieve them, arid make ourselves 
not only their patrons, but their fellow-sufferers. 

Sir Thomas Brown, in the last part of his Religio 
Medici, in which he describes his charity in several 
heroic instances, and with a noble heat of sentiments, 
mentions that verse in the proverbs of Solomon, ** He 
*' that giveth to the poor, lendeth to the Lord :" 

* There is more rhetoric in that one sentence, says 

* he, than in a library of sermons ; and, indeed, if 

* those sentences were understood by the reader, 

* with the same emphasis as they are delivered by 
* . the author, we needed not those volumes of instruc- 
' tions, but might be honest by an epitome.' 

This passage in scripture is indeed wonderfully 
persuasive : but I think the same thought is carried 
much farther in the New Testament, where our Sa- 
viour tells us in the most pathetic manner, that he 
shall hereafter regard the clothing of the naked, the 
feeding of the hungry, and the visiting of the im- 
prisoned, as offices done to himself, and reward them 
accordingly. Pursuant to those passages in Holy 
Scripture, I have somewhere met with the epitaph 
of a charitable man, which has very mUch pleased 
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me. I cannot recollect the words, but the sense of 
it is to this purpose ; what I spent I lost ; what I 

(possessed is left to others ; what I gave away remains 
with me. 
Shice I am thus insensibly engaged in sacred . 
writ, I cannot forbear making an extract of several 
I passages which I have always read with great, de^ 
light in the book of Job. It is the account which 
that holy man gives of his behaviour in the days of 
iiis prosperity, and if considered only as a human 
composition, is a finer picture of a charitable and 
good-natured man than is to be met with in any 
other author. 

^ O that I were as in months past, as in the days 
** when God preserved me : when his candle shined 
" upon my. head, and when by his light I walked 
** through darkness : when the Almighty was yet 
^ with me ; when my children were about me : 
.-** when I washed my steps li^ith butter, and the rock 
** poured out rivers of oil. 

" When the ear heard me, then it blessed me t 
•* and when the eye saw me, it gave witness to me. 
*' Because I delivered the poor that cried, and the 
** fatherless, and him that had none to help him. 
" The blessing of him that was ready to perish 
** came upon me, and I caused the widow's heart to 
** sing for joy. I was eyes to the blind, and feet 
^' was I to the lame ; I was a father to the poor, and 
" the cause which I knew not I searched out. Did 
" not I weep for him that was in trouble ? Was 
** not my soul grieved for the poor ? Let me be 
" weighed in an even balance, that God may know 
" mine integrity. If I did despise the cause of my 
" man-servant or of my maid-servant when they 
^ ccmtended with me ; what then shall I do when 
" God meth up ? and when he visiteth, what shall 
" I ans^r him ? Did not he that made me in the 
^ womb, make him ? and did not one ^hion us in 
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*' the womb? If I have withheld the poor from 
*' their desire, or have caused the eyfes of the widow 
' <* to fail, or have eaten my morsel myself alone, 
*' and the fatherless have not eaten thereof: if I 
** have seen any perish for want of clothing, or 
*' any poor without covering : if his loins have not 
*' blessed me, and if he were not warmed with the 
*' fleece of my sheep : If I have lift up my hand 
<' against the fatheriess, when I saw my help in 
*' the gate ; then let mine arm fall from my shoul- 
** der-blade, and mine arm be broken from the bone. 
<* If I have rejoiced at the destruction of him that 
*' hated me, or lift up myself when evil found him : 
*' neither have I suffered my mouth to sin, by wish- 
" ing a curse to his soul. The stranger did not 
** lodge in the street ; but I opened my doors to 
*' the traveller. If my land cry against me, or that 
*' the furrows likewise thereof complain : if I have 
*' eaten the fruits tliereof without money, or have 
*' caused the owners thereof to lose their life : let 
^' thistles grow instead of wheat, and cockle instead 
** oi barley." 
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No. CLXXVIII. MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 24. 

Comis in uxorem...,*... Hor. 

Civil to his wife. Pope. 

1 CANNOT defer taking notice of this letter. 

* Mr* Spectator, 
* I AM but too good a judge of your paper of the 
1 5th instant, which is a master-piece ; I mean that 
of Jealousy ; but I think it unworthy of you to 
speak of that torture in the breast of a man, and 
not to mention also the pangs of it in the heart of 
a woman. You have very judiciously, and with the 
greatest penetration imaginable, considered it as 
woman is the creature of whom the diffidence is 
raised ; but not a word of a man, who is so unmer- 
ciful as to move jealousy in his wife, and not care 
whether she is so or not. It is possible you may 
not believe there are such tyrants in the world f but 
alas, I can tell you of a man who is ever out of ^ 
humour in his wife's company, and the pleasantest 
man in the world every where else ; the greatest 
sloven at home when he appears to none but his 
family, and most exactly well-dressed in all other 
places. Alas, Sir, is it of course, that to deliver 
ones self wholly into a man's power without pos- 
sibility of appeal to any other jurisdiction but his 
own reflections, is so little an obligation to a Gen- 
tleman, that he can be offended and fall into a rage, 
because my heart swells tears into my eyes when 
I see him %i a cloudy mood ? I pretend to no suc- 
cour, and hope for no relief but from himself ; and 
yet he that hath sense and justice in every thing 
else, never reflects, that to come home only to 
sleep off an intemperance, and spend ^\ \>aftXv»a 
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he is there as if it were a punishment, cannot but 
give the anguish of a jealous mind. He always 
leaves his home as if he were going to court, and 
returns as if he were entering a gaoh I could add 
to this, that from his company and his usual dis- 
course, he does not sciniple being thought an aban- 
doned man, as to his morals. Your own imagina- 
tion will say enough to you concerning the condi- 
tion of me his wife ; and I wish you would be so 
good as to represent to him, for he is not ill-na- 
tured, and reads you much, that the moment I 
hear the door shut after him, I throw myself upon 
my bed, and drown the child he is so fond of with 
my tears, and often frighten it with my cries ; 
that I curse my being ; that I run to my glass all 
over batlied in sorrows, and help the utterance of 
my inward anguish by beholding the gush of my 
own calamities as my tears fall from my eyes. 
This looks like an imagined picture to tell you, but 
indeed this is one of my pastimes. Hitherto I 
have only told you the general temper of my mind, 
but how shall I give you an account of the distrac- 
tion of it ? Could you but conceive how cruel I am 
one moment in my resentment, and at the ensuing 
minute, when I place him in the condition my an- 
ger would bring him to, how compassionate ; it 
would give you some notion how miserable I am, 
and how little I deserve it. When I remonstrate 
with the greatest gentleness that is possible against 
unhandsome appearances, and that married persons 
are under particular rules ; when he is hi the best 
humour to receive this, I am answered only, that 
I expose my own reputation and sensg if I appear 
jealous. I wish, good Sir, you would take this into 
serious consideration, and admonish husbands and 
wives what terms they ought to keep towards each 
other. Your thoughts on this important subject 
will have the greatest reward, that which descends 
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* on such as feel the sorrows of the aHlicted. Give 

* xne leave to subsciibe myself, 

' Your unfortunate, 

^ humble servant, 

Celinda. 

I had it in my thoughts, before I received the let- 
ter of this lady, to consider this dreadful passion in 
the mind of a woman ; and the smart she seems to 
feel does not abate the inclination I had to recom- 
mend to husbands a more regular behaviour, than to 
give the most exquisite* of torments to those who 
love them, nay, whose torment would be abated if 
they did not love them. 

It is wonderful to observe how little is made of this 
inexpressible injury, and how easily men get into an 
habit of being least agreeable where they are most 
obliged to be so. But this subject deserves a distinct 
speculation, and I shall observe for a day or two the 
behaviour of two or three happy pairs I am acquaint- 
ed with, before I pretend to make a system of conju- 
gal morality. I design in the first place to go a few 
miles out of town, and there I know where to meet 
one who practises all the parts of a fine gentleman in 
the duty of an husband. When he was a bachelor^ 
much business made him particularly negligent in 
his habit ; but now there is no young lover living so 
exact in the care of his person. One who asked why 
he was so long washing his mouth, and so delicate in 
the choice and wearing of his linen, was answered, 
because there is a woman of merit obliged to receive 
me' kindly, and I think it incumbent upon me to make 
her inclination go along with her duty. 

If a man would give himself leave to think, he 
would not be so unreasonable as to expect debauchery 
and innocence could live in commerce together ; or 
hope that fiesh and blood is capable of so strict an alle- 
giance, as that a fine woman must g^ on to improve 
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herself until she is as good and impassire as an i 
gel) only to preserve a fidelity to a brute and a sat 
The lady who desires me for her sake to end one 
my papers with tlie following letter, I am persuac 
thills such a perseverance very impracticable. 

< HitSBAND, 

* STAY more at home. I know where you visi 

* at seven of the clock on Thursday evening. 1 

* cc^onel) whom you charged me to see no more^ 

* in town. 

T * Martha Housswiri 



No. CLXXIX. TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER t 

Centuriae seniorum a^tant expertia frugis : 
Celsi praetereunt austera pcemata Rhamnes. 
Omne tulit punctum qui miscuit utile dulci, 
iiectorem aelectando, paiiterque monendo. h 

Old age ez^odes an bift morality : 

Austerity offends aspiring youtk : 

But he that joins instruction with delight, 

Profit with pleasure, carries all the votes. Roscoxii 

1 MAY cast my readers under two general d 
fiionS) the Mercurial and the Saturnine. The first 
the gay part of my disciplesy who require speci 
turns of wit and humour ; the others are those c 
more solemn and sober turn, who find no pleas] 
bat in papers of morality and sound sense. The i 
xner call every thing that is seriousi stupid ; the I 
terlook upon every thing as impertinent that is k 
crous. Wbre I always grave, one half of my read 
would &IIoff&t>mme : were t always merry I sho 
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)se the other. I make it therefore my endeavour to 
nd out entertainments of both kinds, and by that 
iieans perhaps consult the good of both, more than 
should do, did I always write to the particular taste 
f either. As they neither of them know what I pro- 
;eed upon, the sprightly reader, who takes up my 
loper in order to be diverted, very often finds him- 
eUF engs^ed unawares in a serious and profitable 
ourse of thinking ; as, on the contrary, the jthought- 
iil man, who perhaps may hope to find something 
olid and full of deep reflection, is very often insen- 
libly betrayed into a fit of mirth. In a word, the rea- 
br sits down to my entertsdnment without knowing 
lis bill of fare, and has therefore at least the pleasuie 
pf hoping there may be a dish to his palate. 

I must confess, were I left to myself, I should ra- 
her aim at instructing than diverting ; but if we will 
le useful to the world, we must take it as we find 
t Authors of professed severity discourage the looser 
mrt of mankind firom having any thing to do with 
heir wntings. A man must have virtue in him, be- 
bre he will enter upon the reading of a Seneca or 
ji Epictetus. The very title of a mon^ treatise has 
iomething in it austere and shocking to the careless 
md inconsiderate. 

For this reason several unthinking persons &11 in 
ny way, who would give no attention to lectures de- 
ivered witt a religious seriousness or a philosophic 
gravity. They are ensnared into sentiments of wis- 
iom and virtue when they do not think of it ; and if 
)y that means they arrive only at such a degree of 
:on8ideralion as may dispose them to listen to more 
itudied and elaborate discourses, I shall not think mv 
ipeculations useless. I nught likewise observe, that 
:be gloominess in which sometimes the minds of the 
lest men are involved, very often stands in need of 
Rich little incitements to mirth and laughter, as are 
ipt to diverse melancholy^ and put our facuIUe.« u\ 
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good humoirr. To which some will add, that the Bri- 
tish climate, more than any other, makes entertain- 
ments of this nature in a manner necessary. 

If what I have here said does not recommend, it 
will at least excuse the variety of my speculaiions» 
I would not willingly laugh but in order to instruct, 
or, if I sometimes fail in this point, when my mirth 
ceases to be instructive, it shsdl never cease to be in- 
nocent, A scrupulous conduct in this particular has, 
perhaps, more merit in it than the generality of rea- 
ders imagine; did they know how many thoughts 
occur in a point of humour, which a discreet author 
in modesty suppresses ; how many strokes of raillery 
present tliemselves, which could not fail to please the. 
ordinary taste of mankind, but are stifled in their birth, 
by reason of some remote tendency which they carry 
in them to corrupt the minds of those who read them; 
did they know how many glances of ill-nature are 
industriously avoided for fear of doing injury to the 
reputation of another, they would be apt to think 
kindly of those writers who endeavour to make them- 
fielves diverting, without being immoral. One may 
apply to these authors that passage in Waller, 



" Poets lose half the praise they would have got,. 
*' Were it but kivown what they discreetly Uot." 



As nothing* is more easy than to be a i^it, vrith all 
the above-mentioned liberties, it requires some geniut 
and invention to appear such without them. * 

What 1 have here said is not only in regard to the 
public, but with an eye to my particular correspond- 
ant, who has sent me the following letter, which I 
have castrated in some placea upon these conside- 
rations. 

* Sir, 
* HAVING lately seen yoiur discourse upon a jnatcb 
^ of griinning, I cannot •forbear giving you aa account 
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of a iKhistling match, which, with many others, I 
was entertakied with about three ysaav since at the 
Bath. The prize was a guinea, to be conferred up* 
Ml the ablest whistle, that is, on him who couM 
wfabtle clearest, and go through his tune without 
fanighing, to which at &e same time he was prov<^- 
ed by the antic postures of a Meny- Andrew, who 
was to stand upon the stage, and play his tricks in 
the eye of the performer. There were three com- 
petitors Ibr the guinea. The first was a ploughman 
of a very proottsing aspect; his features were stea- 
^dy, and his musdes composed in so inflexible a stu- 
t^ty, that upon his first appearance every one gave 
the guinea for lost. The pickled herring, however, 
fiMmd the way to shake hun: forapon his whistUng 
a country }ig, this unhicky wag ^meed to it wiHi 
sacb vanety of disicn^ons and grimaces, tiiat the 
countryman eo«dd not forbear smtling upon him, 
and bQT that meoi^ ^lo^ed his whistle, and lost the 

prijEC. 

* The acKt thai mounted the ^age was an under ci-^ 
daen of Bath, a person remarkable among ^' 
haSmof pcc^le of ^at place for hts great wisdom 
and hia bread bond. He contracted h^ mouth vrich 
naucb grairity, and, lAiat he mig^t ^tqKW^ his miadf 
tobe more serious than ovcfinary, begun the tune of 
^ Thechiidreniai the wood,^ and went through part of 
It aath good success; when on a sudden the wk at 
his elbow, who had appeared wonderfully grave and 
attentive for some time, gave him a touch upon the 
left shoulder, and stared him in the face with so 
bewitching a g^, that the whistier relaxed his fi- 
bres into a kii^ of simper, and at length burst out 
into an open laugh. The third who entered the lists 
was a footman, who, in defiance of the Merry-Andrew 
and all his arts, whistled a Scotch tune, and an Ita-^ 
fian sonata, with so settled a countenance, that he 
bore away the prize, to the great admiration of some: 

£ Z 
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hundreds of persons, who, as well as myself, were 
present at this trial of skill. Now, Sir, I humbly con- 
ceive, whatever you have determined of the grinners 
the whistlers ought to be encouraged, not only ai 
their art is practised without distortion, but as it im 
pibves country music, promotes gravity, and teachet 
ordinary people to keep their countenances, if thej 
see any thing ridiculous in their betters ; besides that 
it seems an entertainment very particularly adapte< 
to the Bath, as it is usual for a rider to whistle to hi 
horse when he would make his waters pass. 

lam, Sir, Sec. 

< POSTSCRIPT. 
* After having dispatched these two important point 

* of grimiing and whistling, I hope you will oblige th( 
' world with some reflections upon yawning, as I hav( 
^ seen itpractised on a twelfth-night among other Christ 
*. mas gambols, at the house of a very worthy gentle 

* man, who always entertsdns his tenants at that tim< 
*. of the year. They yawn, for a Cheshire-cheese, ai» 

* begin About midnight, ,when the whole company i 

* disposed to be drowsy. He that yawns widest, and a 
^ the same time so naturally as to produce the mos 
*. yawns among the spectators, carries home the cheese 
' If you handle this subject as you ought, I questicM 

* not but your paper will set half the kingdom a yawn 

* ing, tliough I dare promise you it will never mak< 
^ any body fall asleep.* 
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No*-CLXXX. WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 26: 
........Delirant rtges, plectuntur Achivi. Hok. 

The pec^le suffer when the prince ofiendi . Ckeech. 

THE following letter has so much weight and good 
sense, that I cannot forbear inserting it, though it re- 
lates to an hardened sinner, whom I have very little 
hopes of reforming, viz. Lewis XIV. of France. 

* Mr. Spectator, 

* AMIDST the variety of subjects of which you have 
treated, I could wish it had fallen in your way to ex- 
pose the vanity of conquests. This thought would 
naturally lead one to the French king, who has been 
generally esteemed the greatest conqueror of our 
age, until her majesty's armies had torn from him 
so many of his countries, and deprived him of the 
fruit of all his former victories. For my own part, 
if I were to draw his picture, I should be for taking 
him no lower than to the peace of Reswick, just at 
the end of his triumphs, and before his reverse of 
fortune : and even then I should not forbear think* 
ing his ambition had been vain and unprofitable to 
himself and his people. 

' As for himself, it is cer|xdn he can have gained 
nothing by his conquests, if they have not rendered 
him master of more subjects, more riches, or great- 
er power. What I shall be able to offer upon these- 
heads, I resolve to submit to your consideration. 

* To begin then with ' is increase of subjects. From- 
the time he came of age, and has been a manager^ 
for himself, all the people^he had acquired were suclv 
only as he had reduced by his wars, and were left in 
his possession by the peace ; he had conquered not 
stbove one third part of Flanders^ and consequently na 
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< more than one third part of the inhabitants of that 

* province. 

* About one hundred years ago the houses in that 

< country were all numbefed, 90A by a just computa- 
^ tion the inhabitants of all sorts could not then exceed 

< 750^00 souls. And if any man will consider the de- 
' solation by almost perpetual wars, the numerous ar- 
' mies that have lived ahnest ever abce at discretion 
^ upon the people, and how much of their commerce 
' has been removed ftnr more security to other places, 
^ he will have little reason to imagine that their num« 

* bers have since increased ; and therefore with one 

* third part of that province that prince can have gain- 

* ed no mope thui one third part of the inhabitants, 
^ OP 350,000 new subjects, even though h shoijM bef 

* supposed they were all contented to Ive still in ibmt 
'native country, and transfer their aHeg^oiiee to a 
' new master. 

* The fertifity of this pvovinee, its convenient eatu- 
' alioR for trade and commerce, its capacity fop fonr- 

* nifthmg employment and sub«steiKe to gpreat num- 
' hers, and the vast armies that have been muntalned 
^ here> make it credible that the remaining two thirds 
*■ of Fktnders are equal to all his other conquests ; and 
*■ consequently by all he cannot have gakfied more dian 

* 750,000 new subjects, men, women, and ekflcfa«n, 
' especially if a deduction shaS be made of sik^ a!( 
^ have retired from the conqueror to Kfve under theic 

* old masters. 

' It is time new to set his toss agakist his prdfit,. 

* and to shew for the new subjects he had acquired^. 
^ how many old ones he had lost in iMi» acquisi^kmJ 
' I tlunk that in his vrars he has seldom brought less 

* into the Beld in all places than 300,000 figh1lB>|f 

< men, besides what have been left in garrisons ; and 

* I ^ink the common eomputadon is, that of an ar- 

< my^ at the end of a eampcogn, without akgev^Nr bat- 

* ti!et> scfREce four fiflba^an m mostaKSdef tfeose ttefe. 
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* came into the field at the beginnmg of the year. His 

* wars at several times, until the last peace, have held 

* about twenty years ; and if 40,000 yearly lost, or a 
^ fifth part of his armies, are to be multiplied by 20, 
< he cannot have lost less than 800,000 of his old sub-^ 
^ jects, and all able-bodied men ; a greater number 

* than the new subjects he had acquired. 

< But this loss is not all : Providence seems to have 

* equally divided the ^hole mass of mankind into dif- 

* ferent sexes, that every woman may have her hus- 
^ band, and that both may equally contribute to the 

* continuance of the species. It follows then, that for 

* all the men that have been lost, as many women 

* must have lived single; and it were but charity to 

* believe they have not done all the service they were 

* capable of doing in their generation. In so long a 

* course of years great part of them must have died, 

* and all the rest must go' off at least without leaving 

* any representatives behind. By this account he must 

* have lost not only 800,000 subjects, but double that 

* number, and all the increase that was reasonably to 

* be expected from it. 

^ It is ssdd that in the last war there was a fiaunine 

* in his kingdom, which swept away two millions of 
^ his people. This is hardly credible : if the loss was 

* only of one fifth part of that sum, it was very great; 
^ But it is no wonder there should be famine, where 

* so much of the people's substance is taken away for 

* the king's use, that they have not sufficient left to 

* provide against accidents; where so many of the 

* men are taken from the plough to serve the king 

* in his wars, and a great part of the tillage is left to 

* the weaker hands of so many women and children. 
' Whatever was the loss it must undoubtedly be pla-' 
' ced to the account of his ambition. 

^ And so must also the destruction or banishment 

* of 3 or 400,000 of his reformed subjects; he could 
' have no other reasons for valuing those lives so very 
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cheap> kvA only to recommend himself to the bigotrf 
o£ the Spanish nation. 

< How should theFe be industry in a country where 
all property is precaidoua ? What subject will sov 
his land that his prince utiay reap the whcde harvest ^ 
Ptoumony and frugality must be strangeKs t» sxmh 
a people ; ht Ynjk any man save lo-day what he has 
reason to fear idH he taken from lum to-monx)w ? 
And where ia the encouragement for marryio^^ 
"WiH any man tiunk of raising children, without any' 
assunmce oC clothing for their backs, or samuch as 
food for tiieir belliesr And thus by his folal aadbi- 
tion he must have lessened tiie number of his; siih-« 
je^ not only by slaugh^r and destruction^ hut kf 
preventing their icery birtiM, he ha& dpno as mmA 
as was possible towardsdestroyiag^ postecitv iM^ 

< IsthiethenthegreatttheinvlnciDtet^ewis? Tbi^ 
the immortal many the umt-puhsmnt, or thealmighli^r) 
as his flatterers hav^ called him? is th]& tbe man 
that is so celebrated fov his. conquests?' F-or eierf 
subject he has acquiMlv has he not lost ^irte tbi^ 
were his inheritance ? Are not his troops fewer, and 
those neither so weU fod^ cfoalhed, or paid^ as they 
wiere furmerly, thougph he has now so much greater 
cause to, exert hiinself? And wliat can be the reason 
oi all this,, but that his revenue is a great deal less', 
his subjects are either poorer« or not so many to be 
plvadered by constant taxes iat his use ? 

< It IS wen for lum he had foimd out a way to steal 
a kmgdcHn ; i£ he had gone on conquering as he did 
before, his ruii^ had been long since foiished. Thi» 
brings to my mind a saying of king Pyrrhus, after 
he had a second time beat the Romans in a pitched 
baittle, and was complimented by his g^ierals: 
Yes,' says he, < such another victory and I am quite 
undone.^ And since I have mentioned Pyrrhus, I 
will end with a very good, though known story of 
this ambitious madman, When he had shewn the 
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Utmost fondness for his expedition agsdnst the Ro- 
maoB, CyneaS) his chief minister, asked him vrhat 
he proposed to himself by this war ? Why, says 
Pyrrhusy to conquer tiie Romans, uid reduce ail 
Judy to my obedience. What then ? says Cyneas. 
To pass over mto ^cUy^ says Pyrrhms i^d then all 
die Sicilians must be our subjects. And What does 
yvur majesty hiteod i«e^ ? Why truly, says the 
king, to conquer Carthage, and make myself mas- 
ter of all Africa. And what. Sir, says the minister, 
is to be the end of all your expeditions? Why then, 
says the king, for the rest of our lives wte will sit 
down to good wine. Ho#, Sir, replied, C3meas, to 
better ^tmn we have now before us ? filbve we not 
ah«Mly asmuch asw« can drink f 
< Riot and excess aren«tthe betMnkit ^haiturlers 
of princes ; but if Pyrrtius and I^wiB hM debauched 
&e VitelBQB> they had beai lea» lAii<^l t& theit 
people. 

< Ytw hanMetervniil, 

T < I^aitHRiTKiros.* 
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No. CLXXXI. THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 37. 

His lacrymis yitam damns, & miserescimuft ultro. Vi&o. 
Mov*d by these tears, we pity and protect. 

I AM more pleased inth a letter that is filled vith 
touches of nature than of wit. The following one is 
of this kind. 

< Sir, 
* AMONG all the distresses which happen in &- 
milies, I do not remember that you have touched 
upon the marris^e of children without the consent 
of their parents. I am one of these unfortunate 
persons. I was about fifteen when I took the liberty 
to choose for myself : and have ever since languish- 
ed under the displeasure of an inexorable father, 
who, though he sees me happy in the best of hus- 
bands, and blessed with very fine children, can 
never be prevsuled upon to forgive me. He was 
so kind to me before this unhappy accident, that 
indeed it makes my breach of duty in some mea- 
sure inexcusable ; and at the same time creates in 
me such a tenderness towards him, that I love him 
above all things, and would die to be reconciled to 
him. I have thrown myself at his feet, and be- 
sought him with tears to pardon me ; but he al- 
** ways pushes me away and spurns me from him ; 
I have written several letters to him, but he will 
neither open nor receive them. About two years 
ago I sent my little boy to him, dressed in a new 
apparel ; but the child returned to me crying, be- 
cause he said his grand-&ther would not see him, 
and had ordered him to be put out of his house. 
My mother is won over to my side, but dares not 
mention me to my father for fear of provoking him. 
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About a month ago he lay sick upon his bed^ 
and in great danger of his life : I was pierced to 
the heart at the news, and could not forbear going 
to enquire after his health. My mother took this 
opportunity of speaking in my behalf: She told 
him with abundance of tears, that I was come to 
see him> that I could not speak to her for weeping, 
and that I should certainly break my heart if he 
refused at that time to give me his blessing, and 
be reconciled to me. He was so far from relent- 
ing towards me, that he bid her speak no more of 
me, unless she had a mind to disturb him in his 
last moments : for. Sir, you must know that he 
has the reputation of an honest and religious man, 
which makes my misfortune so much the greater. 
God be thanked he is since recovered ; but his se- 
vere usage has given me such a blow, that I shall 
soon sink under it, unless I may be relieved by any 
impressions which the reading of this in your paper 
may make upon him. 

' I am, &c. 

Of all hardnesses of heart there is none so inex- 
cusable as that of parents towards their children. 
An obstinate, inflexible, unforgiving temper is odious 
upon all occasions ; but here it is unnatural. The 
bre, tenderness, and compassion, which are apt to 
arise in us towards those who depend upon us, is 
that by which the whole world of life is upheld. The 
Supreme Being, by the transcendent excellency and 
goodness of his nature, extends his mercy towards 
iA his works ; and because his creatures have not 
such a spontaneous benevolence and compassion to- 
^rds those who are imder their care and protection. 
He has implanted in them an instinct, that supplies 
the place of this inherent goodness^ I have illustrated 
this kind of instinct in former papers, and have shewn 

▼OL. Ifl« P 
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how it runs through all the species of brute crea 
as indeed the whole animal creation subsists by 

This instinct in man is more general and v 
cumscribed than in brutes, as being enlarged b; 
dictates of reason and duty. For if we considei 
selves attentively, we shall find that we are not 
inclined to love those who descend from us, but 
we bear a kind of sofyny or natural affection, to < 
thing which relies upon us for its good and pr 
vation. Dependence is a perpetual call upon hui 
ty, and a greater incitement to tenderness and 
than any other motive whatsoever. 

The man tlierefore who, notwithstanding any 
sion or resentment, can overcome this powerfi 
stinct, and extinguish natural affection, debase 
mind even below brutality, frustrates, as much 
him lies, the great design of Providence, and st 
out of his nature one of the most divine princ 
that is planted in it. 

Among innumerable arguments which migj 
brourht against such an unreasonable proceedii 
shall only insist on one. We make it the cone 
of our forgiveness that we forgive others. Ie 
very prayers we desire no more than to be tr« 
by this kind of retaliation. The case ther 
before us seems to be what they call a ' ca 
point;' the relation between the child and father I: 
what comes nearest to that between the creature 
his Creator. If the father is inexorable to the 
who has offended, let the.offence be of never so 
a nature, how will he address himself to the Supi 
Being under the tender appellation of a father^ 
desire of him such a forgiveness as he himseli 
fuses to grant ? 

To this I might add many other religious, as 
as many prudential considerations ; but if the last i 
tioned motive does not prevail, I de^air of succ 
ing by any other, and shall therefore conclude 
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paper with a very remarkable story, which is record- 
ed in an old chrcmicle published by Freher, among 
the writers of the German history. 

Egtnhart, who was secretary to Charles the Great, 
became exceeding popular by his behaviour in that 
post. His great abilities - gained him the favour of 
his master, and the esteem of the whole court. Imma, 
the daughter of the Emperor, was so pleased with 
his person and conversation, that she fell in love with 
him. As she was one of the greatest beauties of 
theagey Eginhart answered her with a more than 
equal retam of passion. They stifled their flames 
for some time, under apprehension of the fatal con- 
sequences that might ensue. Eginhart at length re- 
res(4ving to hazard all, rather than be deprived of 
one whom Ids heart was so much set upon, con- 
veyed himself one night into the princess's apart- 
ment, and knocldng gently at the door, was admit- 
ted as a per^n who had something to communi* 
cate to her from the emperor. He was with her in 
I»ivate most part of the night ; but upon his pre- 
paring to go aAvay about break of day, he observed 
that there had fallen a great snow during his stay 
with the princess. This very much perplexed him, 
lest the prints of his feet in the snow might make 
discoveries to the King, who often used to visit his 
daughter in the morning. He acquainted the princess 
Imma with his fears ; who, after some consultations 
upon the matter, prevailed upon him to let her carry 
him through the snow upon her own shtmlders. It 
happened, that the Emperor not being able to sleep, 
was at that time up and walking in his chamber^, 
when, upon lookin gthrough the window, he pei'ceived 
his daughter tottering under her burden, and carry<- 
ing his first minister across the snow ; which she had 
no sooner done, but she returned again with the ut- 
most speed to her own apartment. The emperor was 
extremely troubled and astonished at this accident ; 
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but resolved to speak nothing of it until a proper Of* 
pottunity. In the mean time^ Eginhart knovdng thaft 
what he had done could not be long a secret, deter- 
mined to retire from court ; and in order to it, beg- 
ged the Emperor that he would be pleased to dismiss 
him, pretending a kind of discontent at his not hav- 
ing been rewarded for his long services. The Em- 
peror would not give a direct answer to his petition, 
but told him he would think of it, and appointed a 
certain day when he would let him know his pleasure; 
He then called together the most faithful of his coun- 
sellors, and acquainting them with his secretary 'a 
crime, asked them their advice in so delicate an af- ' 
fair. The most of them gave their opinion, that the 
person could not be too severely punished who haid 
thus dishonoured his master* Upon the whole de« 
bate, the Emperor declared it was his opinion, that 
Eginhart's punishment would rather increase than 
diminish the shame of his family, and that therefore 
he thought it the most advisable to wear out the me- 
mory of the fact, by marrying him to his daughter. 
Accordingly Eginhart was called in, and acquainted 
by the Emperor, that he should no longer have any 
pretence of compluning his services were not re- 
warded, for that the princess Imma should be given 
him in marriage, with a dower suitable to her quality ; 
"which was soon after performed accordingly. 
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No. CLXXXli. FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 28. 
not aloes qaam melUs habet.......t Juv. 

The bitter overMances the sweet 

AS all parts of human life come under my obser- 
tatkmy my reader must not make uncharitable infer<* 
fences from my speaking knowingly of that sort of 
crime which is at present treated of. He will, I 
lK>pe9 suppose I know it only from the letters of 
correspondents, two of which you shall have as fol- 
lows. 

* Mr. Spectator, 
* IT is wonderful to me that among the many 
enormities which you have treated of, you have not 
mentioned that of wenching, and particularly the 
ensnaring part ; I mean, that it is a thing very fit 
for your pen, to expose the villany of the practice 
of deluding women. You are to know, Sir, that I 
myself am a woman who have been one of the un- 
happy that have &llen into this misfortune, and 
that by the insinuation of a very worthless fellow, 
who served others in the same manneif both before 
my nun and since that time. I had, as soon as 
the rascal left me, so much indignation and resolu- 
tion, as not to g^ upon the town, as the phrase is, 
but took to woriL for my liidng in an obscure place, 
out of the knowledge of all with whom I was be- 
fore acquainted. 

' It is the ordinary practice and business of life, 
with a set of idle fellows about this town, to write 
letters, send messages, and form appointments with 
litde raw unthinking girls, and leave them after pos- 
session of them, without any mercy, to shame, ui- 
bmy, poverty^ and disease. Were you to read the 

F % 
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nauseous impertinences which are written on these 
occasions, and to see the silly creatures sighing 
over them, it could not but be matter of mirth as 
well as pity. A little 'prentice girl of mine has 
been for some time applied to by an Irish felloW) 
who dresses very fine, and struts in a laced coat) 
and is the admiration of sempstresses who are under 
age in town. £ver since I have had some know- 
l^ge of the matter, I have debarred my 'prentice 
from pen, ink, and paper. But the other day lie 
bespoke some cravats of me : I went out <^ the 
shop and left his mistress to put them up into a 
bandbox in order to be sent to him when his man 
called. When I came into the shop again, I .look 
occasion to send her away, and found in the bottom 
of the bojc written these words, " Why would you 
i\iin a harmless creature that loves you ?'* then in 
the lid, ** There is no resisting StrepluMi:'* I search- 
ed a little farther, and found in the rim of the box^ 
At eleven o'clock at night come in an hackney 
coach at the end of our street." This was enough 
to alarm me ; I sent away the things, and took my 
measures accordingly. An hour or two before the 
appointed time I examined my young lady, and 
found her trunk stuffed with impertinent letters, 
and an old scroll of parchment in Latin, which hep 
lover had sent her as a settlement of fifty pounds 
a year : among other things^ there was also the 
best lace I had in my shop to make him a present 
for cravats. I was very glad of this last circum-* 
stance, because I could very conscientiously swear 
against him that he had enticed my servant away, 
and was her accomplice in robbing me : I procured 
a warrant against him accordingly. Every thing 
was now prepared, and the tender hour of love ap- 
proacddng, I, who had acted for myself in my youth 
the same s^iseless part, knew how to manage ac- 
cusdingly ; therefore, having locked up my maid, 
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* and not being so much unlike her in height and 

' shape, as in a huddled way not to pass for her, I 

' delivered the bundle designed to be carried off to 

' her lover's man, who came vfith the signal to re- 

' cdve them. Thus I £[^owed after to the coi^hy 

' where when I saw his master take them in, I cried 

' out Thieves ! thieves ! and the constable with his 

' attendants seized my expecting lover. I kept my* 

' ' sdf unobserved until I saw the crowd sufficiently 

' increased, and then appeared to declare the goods 

' to be mine : and had the satisfacticm to see my man 

' of mode put into the Round-House, with the stolai 

' wares by him, to be produced in evidence against 

' him the next morning. This matter is notoriously 

' known to be &ct ; and I have been contented to 

' save my 'prentice, and take a year's rent of this 

* mortified lover, not to appear &rther in the matter. 

< This was some penance : but. Sir, is this enough 

* for a villany of much more pernicious consequence 

< than the trifles for which he was to have been in- 
( dieted ? Should not you, and all men of any parts 

< or honour, put things upon so right a foot, as that 

* such a rascal should not liaugh at the imputation of 

< what he was really guilty, and dread being accused 

* of that for which he was arrested ? 

^ In a word. Sir, it is m the power of you, and such 
^ as I hope you are, to make it as in&mous to rob a 

* poor creature of her honour as her clothes. I leave 

< this to your consideration, only take leave (which I 

< cannot do without sighing) to remark to you, that 

< if this had been the sense of mankind thirty years 

* ago, I should have avoided a life spent in poverty 

* and shame. 

^ I am. Sir, 

^ Your most humble servant, 
< Alice Threadneeplx.' 
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Koimd-House) Sept. 9. 
< Mr. Spectator, 
* I AM a man of pleasure about town, but by the 
stupidity of a dull rogue of a justice of peace, and 
an insolent constable, upon the oath of an old har* 
ridan, am imprisoned here for theft, when I design- 
ed only fornication. The midnight magistrate, at 
he conveyed me along, had you in his mouth, and 
ssdd, this would make a pure story for the Spectator. 
I hope, Sir, you will not pretend to wit, and take 
the part of dull rogues of business. The world it 
so altered of late years, that there was not a man. 
who would knock down a watchman in my behalf 
but I was carried off with as much triumph as if I 
had been a pick-pocket. At this rate, diere is an 
end of all the wit and humour in the world. The 
time was when all the honest whore-masters in the 
neighbourhood would have rose against the cuckolds 
to my rescue. If fornication is to be scandidous, 
half the fine things that have been writ by most of 
the vrits of the last {^e may be burnt by the common 
hangman. Harkee, Spec, do not be queer ; after 
having done some things pretty well, do not beg^ to 
write at that rate no genUeman can read thee. Be 
true to love, and bum your Seneca. You do not ex* 
pect me to write my name from hence, but I am, 
* Your unknown humble. Sec. 






YH£ spectatob. 63 



N0.CLXXXIII. SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 29. 

'lifAtf ^ti^tm iDoAXa Xtytn irvfAOto'iv o/maZx 

Hssioo. 

Sometimes fair truth in fiction we disguise, 
Sometimes present her naked to men's eyes. 

Fables were the first pieces of wit that made 

(their appearance in the world, and have been still 
highly valued, not only in times of the greatest sim« 
i .filid^y but among the most polite ages of mankindi 
iodiun's &ble of the ti^es is the oldest that is extant, 
and as beautiful as any which have been made since 
that time. Nathan'sr fable of the poor man and his 
}wad> is likewise more ^cieut th?a) any that is extant, 
beudes the above-mentioned, and had so good an ef- 
fisct, as to convey instruction to the ear of a king 
without offending it, and to bring the man after God's 
own heart to a right sense of his guilt and his duty« 
We find j£sop in the most distant ages of Greece ; 
and if we look into the very beginning of the com-* 
monwealth of Rome, ^ see a mutiny among the 
common people appeased by a fable of Uie belly and 
the limbs, which was indeed very proper to gain the 
attention of an incensed rabble, at a time when per- 
haps they would have torn to pieces any man who 
had preached the same doctrine to them in an open 
and direct manner. As fables took their birth in the 
very infancy of learning, they never flourished more 
than when learning was at its greatest height. To 
justify this assertion, I shall put my reader in mind 
of Horace, the greatest wit and critic in the Augus- 
tan age ; and of Boileau, the most correct poet among 
the moderns s not to mention La Fontaine, who by 
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this way of writing is come more into rogue th 
other author of our times. 

The fables I have here mentioned are raise 
getherupon brutes and vegetables, with some 
own species mixt among them, when the mor 
so required. But besides this kind of fable, tl 
another in which the actors are passions, virti 
ces, and other imaginary persons of the like i 
Some of tlie ancient critics will have it, that tl 
and Odyssey of Homer are fables of this natui 
that the several names of gods and heroes are i 
else but the affections of the mind in a visible 
and character. Thus they tell us, that Achi 
the first Iliad, represents anger, or the irascib 
of human nature ; that upon drawing his sword ; 
his superior in a full assembly, Pallas is only i 
name for reason, which checks and advises h 
on that occasion ; and at her first appearance t 
him upon the head> that part of the man bein 
ed upon as the seat of reason. And thus of t 
of the poem. As for the Odyssey, I think it i 
that Horace conudered it as one of these alle 
lables, by the moral which he has given us of 
parts of it. The greatest Italian wits have i 
tiiemselves to the writing dF this latter kind of 
as Spenser's Fairy Queen is one continued a( 
tiiem, from the beginning to the end of that a 
ble work. If we look into the finest prose aut 
antiquity, such as Cicero, Plato, Xenophon, ai 
ny others, we shall find that this was likewis 
favourite kind of fiible. I shall only farther c 
upon it, that the first of this sort that made ai 
siderable figure in the world was that of H< 
meeting vrith pleasure and virtue ; which was 
ed by Prodicus, who lived before Socrates, 
the first dawnings of philosophy. He used tc 
through Greece by virtue of this fable, whic 
cured him a kmd reception in all the market 



I 



TBB SPECTATOK. 65 



vhere he nerer felled telting it as soon as he had ga- 
thered an audience about him. 
xi After this short prefece, which I have made up of 
irj such materials as my memory does at present sug- 
gest to me, before I present my reader with a fable 
of this Idnd, which I design as the entertainment of 
r| the present paper^ I must in a few words open the oc- 
A caaion of it. 

ij In the account which Plato gives us of the conver- 
f[ sation and behaviour of Socrates, the morning he was 
J to diC) he tells the following circumstance. 
a When Socrates' fetters were knocked off (as was 
il utual to.be done on the day that the condemned per- 
son was to be executed) being seated in the midst of 
lus discdpleS) and laying one of his legs over the other, 
in a very unconcerned posture, he began to hib it 
where it had been galled by the iron ; and whether 
it was to shew the indifference with which he enter- 
tained the thoughts of his approaching death, or (af- 
ter his usual manner) to take every occasion of phi- 
losophising upon some useful subject, he observed the 
pleasure of that sensation which now arose in those 
very parts of his leg, that just before had been so 
much pained by the fetter. Upon this he reflected on 
the nature of pleasure and pain in general, and how 
constantly they succeed one another. To this he add- 
ed, that if a man of good genius for a fable were to 
represent the natiu*e of pleasure and pain in that way 
of writing, he would probably join them together af- 
ter such a manner, that it would be impossible for the 
one to come into any place, without being followed 
by the other. 

It is possible, that if Plato had thought it proper at 
sueh a time to describe Socrates launching out into a 
discourse, which was not of a piece with the business 
of the day, he would have enlarged upon this hint, 
and have drawn it out into some beautiM allegory or 
fable. But, since he has not done it, I shall attempt 
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to write one myself in the spirit of that divine au<» 
thor. 

<< There were two fiimilies which from the begin*. 
<< ning<^the worid were as opposite to each other as 
** light and darkness. The one of them lived inHea- 
<< yen, and the other in Hell. The youngest descends 
<< ant of the first &mily was Pleasure, who was the 
<< daughter of Happiness, who was the child of Vlrti^, 
«< who was the ofl'spring of the gods. These, as I siiSd 
« before, had their habitation in Heaven. The young*. 
«< est of the opposite family was Pain, who was the 
« son of Misery, who was the child of Vice, who waa 
<< theofifspring of the Furies. The habitadon of this 
^ race of beings was in hell. 

^' The middle station of nature between these two 
u opposite extremes was the Earth, which was inhar 
« bited by creatures of a middle kind, neither so vir- 
<( tuous as the one, nor so vicious as the other, but 
« partaking of the good and bad qualities of these 
« two opposite families. Jupiter considering that 
« these species, commonly called man, was too virtuous 
«< to be miserable, and too vicious to be happy ; that 
(( he might make a distinction between the good and 
(( the bad, ordered the two youngest of the above*men- 
« tioned families, Pleasure who was the daughter of 
(( Happiness, and Pain who was the son of Misery, 
i( to meet one another upon this part of nature which 
4< lay in the half-way between them, having promised 
« to settle it upon them both, provided they could 
«( agree upon the division of it, so as to share man* 
u kind between them. 

<* Pleasure and Pain were no sooner met in their 
« new habitation, but they immediately agreed upon 
« this point, that Pleasure should take possession of 
(( the virtuous, and Pain of the vicious part of that 
(( species which was given up to them. But upon ex- 
ec amining to which of them any individual they met 
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" with belonged, they found each of them had a right 
" to him ; for that, contrary to what they had seen in 
^' their old places of residence, there was no pei*son so 
** vicious who had not some good in him, nor any per* 
^ son' so virtuous, who had not in him some evil. The 
" tmth of it is, they generally found upon search, that 
" in the most vicious man Pleasure might lay a claim 
^ to an hundredth part, and that in the most virtuous 
" man Pain might come in for at least two-thirds. 
*< This they saw would occasion endless disputes be- 
^ tween them, unless they could come to some ac- 
^ commodation. To this end there was a marriage 
^ proposed between them, and at length concluded : 
*^ by this means it is that we find Pleasure and Pain 
^ are such constant yoke-fellows, and that they either 
^ make their visits together, or are never hr asunder. 
^ If Pain comes into an heart, he is quickly followed 
^ by Pleasure ; and if Pleasure enters, you may be 
" sure Pain is not far off. 

" But notwithstanding this marriage was very con- 
** venient for the two parties, it did not seem to an- 
" swer the intention of Jupiter in sending them among 
^ mankind. To remedy therefore this inconvenience, 
*^ it was stipulated between them by article, and con- 
*^ firmed by the consent of each family, that, notwith- 
^ standing they here possessed the species indiffe- 
** rently ; upon the death of every single person, if he 
^ was found to have in him a certain proportion of 
^ e^I, he should be dispatched into the infernal re- 
" gions by a passport from Pain, there to dwell with 
•* Misery, Vice, and the Furies. Or, on the contrary, 
^ if he had in him a certain proportion of good, he 
^ should be dispatched into Heaven by a passport from 
" Pleasure, there to dwell with Happiness, Virtue, 
^ and the gods." 

I.. 
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No. CLXXXIV. MONDAY, OCTOBER 1. 

Opere in longo fas est obrepere somnum. Hob* 



In long works sleep will sometimes tiuprise. 

KoacoMMOir. 

WHEN a man has discovered a new vein of hu- 
mour, it often carries him much fulher than he ex* 
pected from it. My correspondents take the hint 1 
give them, and pursue it into speculations which 1 
never thought of at my first starting it. This has becB 
the fate of my paper on the match of grinning, whicli 
hvis already produced a second paper on parallel sub- 
jects, and brought me the following letter by the last 
post. I shall not premise any thing to it farther, thai 
that it is built on matter of fact, and is as follows. 

< Sir, 
* YOU have already obliged the world with a dis- 
^ course upon grinning, and have since proceeded tc 

* whistling, from whence you at length came to yawn- 

* ing; from this, I think, you may make a very nap 

* tUral transition to sleeping. I therefore recommend 

* to you for the subject of a paper the following ad- 
' vcrtisementj wMch about two months ago was giver 
' into every body's hands, and may be seen with some 
^ additions in the Daily Courant of August the ninth. 

" Nicholas Hart, who slept last year at St.Bartho- 
" lomew's hospital, intends to sleep this year at the 
« Cock and Bottle in Little Britain.'* 

< Havinp^ since enquired into the matter of fact, 1 

* find that tl^e above-mentioned Nicholas Hart is every 
' J ear seized with a periodical fit of sleeping, which 
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* begins upon tlie fifth of August, and ends on the 

* eleventh of the same month : That 

« On the first of that month he pjrew dull ; 

* On the second, appeared drowsy ; 

< On the third, fell a yawning; 

* On the fourth, began to noa ; 

* On the fifth, dropped asleep ; 

< On the sixth, was heard to snore ; 

* On the seventh, turned himself in his bed ; 

* On the eighth, recovered his former posture ; 

* On the ninth, fell a stretching ; 

* On the tenth, about midnight, aw^aked ; 

* On the eleventh, in the morning, called for a little 

* small-beer. 

* This account I have extracted out of tlie journal 

* of tlus sleeping worthy, as it has been filth fully 

* kept by a gentleman of Lincolii's-Inn, who has un- 

* dertaken to be his historiographer. I have sunt it 

* to you, not onl^ as it represents the actions of Ni- 

* chdas Hart, but as it seems a very natural picture 

* of the life of many an honest English gentleman, 

* whose whole history very often consists of yawning, 

* nodding, stretching, turning, sleeping, drinking, and 
' the like extraordinary particulars. I do not (juestion, 

* Sir, that, if you pleased, you could put out an ad- 

* vertisement not unlike the above-mentioned, of se- 
' vera! men of figure; that Mr. John Such-a->ne, gen- 
' tleman, or Thomas Such-a-one, Esquii-e, wlio slept 
' in the country last summer, intends to sleep in town 
' this winter. The worst of it is, that the drowsy part 

* of our species is chiefly made up of very honest 

* gentlemen, who live quietly among their neighbours 

* without ever disturbing the public peace: they are 
' drones without stings. I could heartily witih t-\at 

* several turbulent, restless, ambitious s^vvvVsi^ nnwjW 
^/ara while change places with th©se gi^od Txi^aci«»«cA 
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enter themselves into Nicholas Hart's fn 
Could one but lay asleep a few busy heads 
could name, from the first of November ne: 
first of May ensuing, I question not but : 
very much redound to the quiet of particu 
sons, as well as to the benefit of the public 
* But to return to Nicholas Hart : I believe, 
will think it a very extraordinary circumst 
a man to gain his livelihood by sleeping, \ 
rest should procure a man sustenance as we 
dustry; yet so it is, that Nicholas got k 
enough to support himself for a twelvemont 
likewise informed that he has this year hac 
comfortable nap. The poets value themseh 
much for sleeping on Parnassus, but I nev< 
got a groat by it : on the contrary, our fri 
cholas gets more by sleeping than he could I: 
ing, and may be more properly said, than c 
mer was, to have had golden dreams. Jui 
deed mentions a drowsy husband who raises 
tate by snoring, but then he is r^resented 
slept what the common people ciedl a dog' 
or if his sleep was real, his wife was awe 
about her business. Your pen, which lovet 
ralize upon all subjects, may nuse somedu 
thinks, on this circumstance also, and poir 
us those sets of men, who, instead of grow 
by an honest industry, recommend thems 
the favours of the great, by making the 
agreeable companions in the participations c 
and pleasure. 

' I must farther acquaint you, Sir, that on 
most eminent pens in Gnil3-street is now e: 
in writing the dream of -this miraculous 
which I hear will be of a more than ordinary 
as it must contain all the particulars that 
posed to have passed in his imagination di 
' Jong^ a sleep. He is said to have gone a\rc^^ 
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* three da)ra and three nights of it and to have com 

* prised in them the most remarkable passages of the 

* four first empires of the world. If he can keep free 

* from party strokes, his work may be of use ; but this 
' I much doubt, having been ^nfcrmed by one of his 
^friends and confidents, that he has spokt;a some 

* things of Nimrod with too great fi'eedom. 

L * I am ever> Sir, &c/ 
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— Tantaenc aaimis C(slestlbu& irx ? Viro. 

And dwells such fury in celt^sriui breasts I 

THIilRiL is nothin;^ in which men more deceive 
the.nselves ti>Jiu ia what the world calls zc.U. There 
arc so inauy pissioiis which iiide thcnscilves uncicr 
h, and so mauy mischiefs '4ri:ii'.ig from it. that bomc 
hive j^ne so f:U' as to say it would iiave been for t'lC 
benefit of mankind if it had never been recko le 1 in 
tl e catalogue of virtues. It is ceitaiti, where it is o»ice 
kudabie and pnidential. it is an hu:idrcd tim-^s cri:nl- 
ti\d and erroneous ; nor can it be othei'wise, if we con- 
8i'.ler that it operates with e-jual v.olence in all ri:li- 
gions, however op,)osite they may he to o?ie anctticr, 
and in ait the subdi/isions of each religion in pditi- 
cular. 

\Ve. are told by some of the Jewish rabbins, that 
th^ arst munler was occasioiied by a reil^ious contro- 
versy ; and if we had the wliole history of zq:\\ from 
the days of Ciiin to our own ti nes, we sliould s je it 
filled with so many'scenes of slRn:^\ite'* a^i^>V^^>i^.s';^si.<i^ 
Ma would make a wisa man very cardvA ao"« \vc v*^^-^*^ 

c 2 



7SI THE SPECTATOR.' 

fei-s himself to be actuated by such a principle^ 
it only regards matters of opinion and speciilatii 
I \?ouId have every zealous man examine bis 
thoroughly, and, I believe, he will often fine] 
what he calls a zeal for his religion, is eitlier 
interest, or ill-nature. A man, who differs frov 
thcr in opinion, sets himself above him in hi 
judgment, and in several particulars pretends to 
wiser person. This is a great provocation 
proud man, and gives a very keen edge to w. 
calls his zeal. And that this is the case very 
we may observe from the behaviour of some < 
most zealous for orthodoxy, who have often 
friendships and intimacies with vicious immora 
provided they do but agree with them in the 
scheme of belief. The reason is, because the i 
believer gives the precedency to the virtuous 
and allows the good Christian to be the worthw 
son, at the same time that he cannot come up 
perfections. This we find exemplified in tha 
passage which we see quoted in almost every s 
of ethics, though upon another occasion. 

Video meliora proboque, 

Dcterioni sequcnr 

I see the right, aiid I approve it too : 
Condemn the wrong, and yet the wrong pursue. 

On the contrary, it is certain, if our zeal wei 
and genuine, we should be much more angry 
sinner than a heretic ; since there are severa 
which may excuse the latter before his great 
but none which can excuse the former. 

Interest is likewise a great inflamer, and 
man on persecution under the colour of zeal. I 
reason we find none are so forward to prom< 
true ^^orfhip by fire and swcrd, as those wl 



Uior pi9Mt^ jccount in h* But I thall extend the. ' 
wttfd Interest to a larger meaning than vbet is gene- 
n^ gvre^ itf as it retates to our s|Mritua| safetjr and 
ircffiiret aa weD as to our temporaL A man is glad to. 
gain nuaibers ob his side, as they serve to strength- ' 
ea him inhu private opinions. Every proselyte is like 
& ntw Vlgument tat the establishment of his fidtli.' ^ 
II make9 1dm brieve that Ids principles carry coiv- 
nefion with them, and are the more likely to be truot 
ij^ he finds they are conformable to the reason of 
O^iersy «s :irell as to his own. And that this tempcsr 
clxpiiid deludes a man very often into an opinion of 
his 9eal» may appear firom the common behaviour of 
the Atlieist» who maintains and spreads lus opinions 
vith as much heat as those who believe they do jt 
ooly out of a passion for God's glory. 

*ni-iiature isAnother dreadful imitator of zeal. Mairpr 
sgood man may have a natural rancour and malice 
iaius-haati which has been in some measure quelle4 
tad subdued by -relipon J but if it finds any pretence. 
vCbreiddog out, which does not seem to iim incon- 
dstent vi^ the duties pf a Christian, it throws off aU 
restraint, and n^es in its full fury. Zeal is therefore . 
a great ease to a malicious man, by making him be- ' 
fieve he does God service, while he is gratifying th^ 
bent of a perverse reveng^ul temper. For this reason 
we find, that most of the massacres and devastatiom^ 
which have been in the worid, haye taken ^e^ risc| 
bom a iiirious pretended zeal. 
- I'love to see a man zealous in a good m^tter^ and 
especially when his zeal shews itself fer advancingmo- 
rslity, and promoting the happiness of mai^kind: but 

i^benlfindUieinstniments he workswitharejacks and 
jpbbets, galliesanddungeons ; when heimprisonsmen's 

perMxis, confiscates their estates, nnn^ Uieir fiimilies, • 
ind burns the body to save the soul, I cannot stic^ 
lo pRBVRince of such ao^ that (whatever l|e ipay 
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diink of 13m fidth and religion) hU iaKh b )b n}M». 
and his religion unprofitable. . . /^ 

; After hJEiving treated of these false zealotK In reft* 
IJlon, I cannot forbear mentioning a xnoustrous.ap^ 
dies of then, who ^rp vY>uld not think had any Qwfc*' 
Cnce in nature, were they not to be met with ilO^^of*; 
dinary conversation, I mean the zealots in Athi&iiS^, 
One would farcy that these men, thougli ^thcsy £itt, 
short, in every other respect, of those who iauea 
tirdfessioh of religion, would at least outshine t]^em 
yi this particular, and be exempt from that sing^ 
fault which seems to grow out of the imprudent fer^ 
^curs of religion: but so it is, that infidelity Is propa* 
gated with as much fierceness and contention, wnAli 
and indignation, as if the safety of maiUdud dop^nded 
Vpon it.; There is something so ridiculous and per- . 
terse in this kir d of zealctSr that one does not knosr 
hrw to set them out in their proper colours.. They arc 
a sortof gamesters, who are eternally upon'the fret, 
fhoiigh they play for nothing. They are perpetually 
teazing their friends to come over to them, though at 
the same time they allow that neither of them shall 
get any thing by the bargain. In short, the zeal of 
spreading Atheism is, if possible, more absurd than 
Atheism itself. 

Since I have mentioned this unaccountable zeal 
irhich appears in atheists and infidels, I must far- 
ther observe that they are likewise in ai most particu- 
lar manner possessed with the spirit of bigo^,. They 
are wedded to opinions full of contradiction aind, im- 
possibility, and at the same time look upon the smidl* 
est difficulty in an article of faith as a^suiBcient reaiK^^ 
for rejecting it.. Notions that fell in with thecomm^ 
reason of mankind, that are, conformable: to the aecstf 
of all ages and all nations, not to mention, their ten* 
dency ter proxnoting the hairiness of sccietie% of 
particular persons; are exploded as errors and preju- 
dices ', and schemes erected in. their stead that are 
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altogether monstrous and irrational, and require the 
most extravagant credulity to embrace them. I would 
&in ask one of these bigotted infidels, supposing all 
the great points of atheism, as the casual or eternal 
formation of the world, the materiality of a thinking 
substance, the mortality of the soul, the fortuitous or- 
ganization of the body, the motions and g^vitation of 
matter, with the like particulars, were laid together 
and formed into a kind of creed, according to the opi- 
nions of the most celebrated Atheists ; I say, suppos- 
ing such a creed as this were formed, and imposed 
upon any one people in the world, whether it would 
not require an infimtely greater measure of £edth, than 
any set of articles which they so violently oppose? Let 
me therefore advise this generation of wranglers, for 
their own and for the public good, to act at least so 
consistently with themselves, as not to bum vfith zeal 
finr irreligion) and with bigotry for nonsense. 

C. 
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Caelum ipsum petimui itultitii. Hoa. 

Scarce the gods and heav'nly climes. 

Are safe from our audacious crimes. Dktdsv. 

UPON my return to my lodgings last night I found 
a letter from my worthy friend the clergyman, whom 
I have given some account of in my former papers. 
He tells me in it that he was particularly pleased with 
the latter part of my yesterday's speculation; and at 
the same time enclosed the following essay, which h6 
desires me to publish as the sequel of that discourse. 
It consistli Partly of uncommon rdSections, and partly 
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of such as have been already used, but now set in k- 
stronger light. 

*' A believer may be excused by the most hardened 
Atheist for endeavouring to make him a convert^ be- 
cause he does it with an eye to both their interests. 
The Atheist is inexcusable who tries to gain over a 
believer, because he does not propose the doing him- 
self or the believer any good by such a conversion. 

^ The prospect of a future state is the secret com-^ 
fort and refreshment of my soul ; it is that wiuch 
makes nature look gay about me ; it doubles all my 
pleasures, and supports me under all my afflictions.. 
I can look at. disappointments and misfortunes, paia 
and sickness, deaXh itself, and what is worse thani 
death, the loss of those who are dearest to me, with 
indifierence, so long as I keep in view the pleasures 
of eternity, and the state of being in which there wiH 
be no fears nor apprehensions, pains nor sorrowsy. 
sickness nor separation. Why will any man be so 
impertinently officious as to tell me all this is only 
fancy and delusion ? Is there any merit in being the 
messenger of ill news ? If it is a dream, let me en- 
joy it, since it makes me both tlie happier and better 
man. 

* I must confess I do not know how to trust a man 
who believes neither Heaven nor Hell, or, in other 
words, a future state of rewards and punishments. 
Not only natural self-love, but reason directs us to 
promote our own interest above all things. It can 
never be for the interest of a believer to do me a mis- 
chief « because he is sure upon the balance of accounts 
to find himself a loser by it. On the contrary, if he 
considers his own welfere in his behaviour towards 
me^ it will lead him to do me all the good he can, and 
at the same time restrain him from doing me an in- 
jury. An unbeliever does not act like a reasonable 
> creature, if. be favours me contrary to his present in- 
' t^jnest, or docs not di»tresa me wVv&^ \X.\uTCkft \x) Y:^ 



m 

Bt adrantage. Honour and good-nature fnay 
d tie up his hands ; but as these would be very 
k strengthened by reason and piinciple, so with- 
lem they are only instincts, or wavering unset-' 
lOtionS)^ which rest on no foundation. 
idelity has been attacked with so good success 
i years, that it is driven out of all its out-works. 
Atheist has not found his post tenable, and is 
fore retired into Deism, and a disbelief of re- 

I religion only. But the truth of it is, the great- 
Lmber of this set of men are those who, for want 
irtuous education, or examining the grounds of 
on, know so very little of the matter in question, 
heir infidelity is but another term for their ig- 
ce. 

folly and inconsiderateness are the foundations 
idelity, the great pillars and supports of it are 
• a vanity of appearing wiser than the rest of 
ind, or an ostentation of courage in despising 
rrors of another world, which have so great an 
nee on what they call weaker minds ; or an 
ion to a belief that must cut them off from ma- 
those pleasures they propose to themselves 

II them with remorse for many of those they 
already tasted. 

e great received articles of the Christian reli- 
lave been so clearly proved, from the authority 
.t divine revelation in which they are delivered, 
t is impossible for tliose who have ears to hear, 
yes to see, not to be convinced of them. But 
it possible for any thing in the Christian faith 
erroneous, I can find no ill consequences in ad- 
g to it. The great points of the incarnation and 
ings of our Saviour produce naturally such ha- 
f virtue in the mind of man, that I say, sup- 
5 it were possible for us to be mistaken in them, 
ifidel himself must at least allow tVv^X. wo o'Ccvfc^ 
n of reunion could so effectu^Wy cWi\.r&3\Vyi\o 
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the heightening of morality. They give us great 
ideas ofthe dignity of human nature) and of the love 
-which the Supreme Being bears to his creatares» and 
■consequently engage us in the highest acts of d»^ 
towards our Creator} our neighbour, and ourselv^. 
How many noble arguments has Saint Paul raised 
from the chief articles of our religion, for tjte ad- 
Tancing of morality in its three |^at brandies? To 
-giv^ a single example in each kind : What can be a 
.stronger motive to a firm trust and reliance on the 
mercies of our Mak^ery than the giving his son to 
suffer for us? What can make us love and esteem 
even the most inconsiderable of mankind more than 
the thought that Christ died for him ? Or what dis- 
pose us to set a stricter guard upon the purity of 
our own hearts^ than our being members o£ Cfaristf 
and a part of the society of which that immanilate 
perscm is the head ? But these are only a speditnen 
of those admirable inforcements of morality^ which 
the apostle has drawn from the history of our blessed 
Saviour. 

^ if our modem infidels considered these matters 
with tliat candour and seriousness which they de- 
serve, we should not see them act with such a spirit 
of bitterness, arrogance, and malice ; they would not 
be raising such insignificant cavils, doubts, and scru- 
ples, as may be started against every thing that is 
not capable of mathematical demonstration, in order 
to unsettle the minds of the ignorant, disturt> the 
public peace, subvert morality, and throw all things 
into confiision and disorder. If none of these reflec- 
tions can have any influence on them, there is one 
that perhaps xnay, because it is adapted to their va- 
luty, by which Uiey seem to be guided much more 
than their reason. I would therefore have them con- 
sider, that the wisest and best of men, in^all ages of 
the worid, have been those who lived up to the reli- 
gion of their countryi and to the best lights they had 
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of the divine nature. Pythagoras's first nile directs 
us to worship the gods ^ as it is ordained by lav/," 
for that is the most natural interpretation of the pre- 
cept. Socrates, vr ho was the most renowned among 
the heathens both for his wisdom and viitue, in his 
last moments desires his friends to offer a cock to 
j£sciilapius; doubtless out of a submissive deference 
to the established worship of his country. Xeno- 
phon tells nis, that his prince (whom he sets forth 
as a pattern of perfection) when he found his death 
approaching, offered sacrifices on the mountains to 
the Persian Jupiter, and the sun, " according to the 
custom of the Persians ;" for those are the words of 
the historian. Nay, the Epicureans and atomical 
philosophers shewed a very remarkable modesty in 
this particular ; for though the Being of a God was 
entirely repugnant to their schemes of natural philo- 
sophy, they contented themselves with the denial 
of a providence, asserting at the same time the ex- 
istence of gods in general ; because they would not 
shock the common belief of mankind, and the reli- 
gion of their country. 



No. CLXXXVII. THURSDAY, OCTOBER 4. 

.-. »Miseri quibus 

Intentata nites Hoa. 

Ah, wretched those who love, yet ne'er did try 

The smiling treachery of thy eye ! CazEcn. 

THE intelligence given by this correspondent is so 
important and useful, in order to avoid the persons 
he speaks of) that 1 shaU insert his letter at kngth. 

VOL. III. H 
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* Mr. Spectator9 
^ I DO not know that you have ever touche 
a certain species of women, whom wev^ordinai 
Jilts. You cannot possibly go upon A more 
work, than the con^deration of the$e dang^ro 
mals. The coquette is indeed one degree t 
the jilt ; but the heart of the former is ben 
admiring herself, and giving &lse hopes to her 
but the latter is not contented to be extreme!) 
ble, but she must add to that advantage a < 
delight in being a torment to others. Thua 
her lover is in the full expectation of succe 
jilt shall meet him with a sudden indifierenc 
admiration in her face at his being surprised 
is received like a stranger, and a cast of he 
another way with a pleasant scorn of the feUo 
solence. It is very probable the lover goes 
utterly astonished and dejected, sits down to hi 
toir, sends her word in tiie most abject term 
he knows not what he has done ; that all whi 
desirable in this life is so suddenly vanishec 
him, that the charmer of his soul should wit 
the vital heat from the heart which pants fi 
He continues a mournful absence for some 
pining in secret, and out of humour with all 
which he meets vnth. At length he takes a i 
tion to try his fate, and explain with her res 
upon her unaccountable carris^e. He walks 
her apartment, veith a thousand inquietud 
doubts in what manner he shall meet the first 
her eye ; when upon his first appearance si 
towaiis him, wonders where he has been, t 
him of his absence, and treats him with a flu 
ty as surprising as her former coldness. Thi 
correspondence continues imtil the lady obser 
lover grows happy in it, and then she inten 
with some new inconsistency of behaviour. 1 
^ I just DOW said) the bappVnesft o{ «^ \Ut canaia 
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in the power of making others uneasy. B\it such 
is the folly of this sect of women, tliat they carry on 
this pretty skittish behaviour, uutii they iiavc no 
channs left to render it supporuible. Corinnar tb.ut 
used to torment all who conversed with her with false 
glanceS) and little Iicediess unguurdcd motions/ that 
were to betray some inclination towa/ds tiici m.m lUe 
would ensnare, finds at present all she attc.npts that 
way unregarded ; suid is obliged to inclulj^c the jilt 
in her constitution, by laying ardficiai plots, writing 
pei*plexang letters from unknown hands, and making 
fdl the young fellows in love with her, until they 
find out who she is. Thus, as before she gave tor- 
ment by disguising her inclination-, she now is oUigctl 
to do it by hiding her person, 
* As for my own part, Mr. Spectator, it has bc*en 
my unhappy fate to be jilted from my yoatli up- 
ward ; and as my taste has been very much towards 
intrigue, and having intelligence with women of 
mtj my whole life has passed away in a series of 
impositions. I shall, for the benefit of the present 
race of young men, give some account of my loves, 
I know not whether you have ever heard of the fa- 
mous girl about tQwn called Kitty ; This creature 
(for I must take shame upon myself) w«is my mis- 
tress in the days when keeping was in fashion, 
Kitty, under the appearance of being wild, thought- 
less, and irregular in all her woixls and actions, cx)n- 
cealed the most accomplished jilt of her time. Her 
negligence had to me a charm in it like that of 
chastity, and w^ant of desires seemed as great a 
merit as the conquest of them. Tlie air she gave 
herself was that of a romping pjirl, and whenever 1 
talked to her with any turn of fondness, she would 
immediately snatch off my periwig, try it upon her- 
self in the glass, clap her arms a-kimbovr^ dxv?^ 
my sword, and make passes on t,\ve ^V'A\^ X.'jJw^ ^^ 
mv cravat, and seize it to make %o\xvc oVV^t xj^afc ^^ 
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the lace, or run into some other unaccountable 
rompishness, till the time I had appointed to pass 
away with her was over. I went from her full of 
pleasure at the reflection that I had the keeping of 
so much beauty in a woman, who, as she was too 
heedless to please me, was also too unattentive to 
foi-m a design to wrong me. J^ng did I divert 
every hour that hung heavy upon me in the company 
of this creature, whom I looked upon as neither 
guilty nor innocent, but could laugh at myself for 
*^ my unaccountable pleasure in an expence upon her^ 
until in the end it appeared my pretty insensible 
was with child by my footman. 
^ This accident roused me into disdain against all 
libertine women, under what appearance soever they 
hid their insincerity, and I resolved after that time 
to converse with none but those who lived within 
the rules of decency and honour. To this end I 
formed myself into a more regular turn of behavi^ 
our, and began to make visits, frequent assemblies^ 
and lead out ladies from the theatres, with all the 
other insignificant duties which the professed ser-. 
vants of the fair place themselves in constant rea- 
diness to perform. In a very little time, (having a 
plentiful fortune) fathers and mothers began to re- 
gard me as a good match, and I found easy admit- 
tance into the best families in to^vn to observe their 
daughters ; but I, who was bom to follow the fair to 
no purpose, have by the force of my ill stars made 
my application to three jilts successively. 
' Hyaena is one of those who form themseh^^s 
into a melancholy and indolent air, and endeavour 
to gain admirers from their inattention to all around 
them. Hyxna can loll in her coach, with some- 
thing so fixed in her countenance, that it is impos- 
sible to conceive her mentation is employed only 
in her dress and her charms in that posture. . If it 
^ Tvere not too coarse a siHiUe, 1 *Vvau\^ ^«^^li^«ttaL^ 
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in the figure she afiects to appear in, is a spider in 
the midst of a cobweb^ that is sure to destroy every 
fly that approaches it. The net Hytena throws is 
80 fine, that you are taken in it before you can ob- 
serve any part of her work. I attempted her for a 
kmg and weary season, but I found her passion 
went no fiirther than to be admired ; and she is of 
that unreasonable temper, as not to value the in- 
constancy of her lovers, provided she can boast she 
once had their addresses. 

' Biblis was tlie second I aimed at, and her vanity 
lay in purchasing tlie adorers of others, and not in 
rejoicing in their love itself. Biblis is no man's 
nustress, but every woman's rival. As soon as I 
found thiS) I fell in love Math Cloe, who is my present 
pleasure and torment. I have writ to her, danced 
with her, and fought for her, and have been her 
man in the sight and expectation of the whole town 
these three years, and thought myself near the end 
of my wishes ; when the other day she called me 
into her closet and told me, with a very grave face, 
that she was a woman of honour, and scorned to 
deceive any man who loved her with so much sin- 
cerity as she saw I did, and therefore she must in- 
form me she vras by nature the most inconstant 
creature breathing, and begged of me not to marry 
her ; if I insisted upon it, I should ; but that she 
was lately fidlen in love with another. What to do 
or say I know not, but desire you to infi)rm me, 
and you will infinitely oblige, 
* Sir, 
< Your m69t humble servant, 

CHARLES YELLOW. 



ADVERTISEMENT. 



ADVERTISEMENT. 
*' Mr. Sly, Haberdasher of hats, at the comtt o^ 
« Devereux-Ccmrtf in the Strand, gives Yio'^c^^ ^^ 
'^ he baa prepared very neat hats^ Txictoct^ «c^ 

R 2 
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" hi>^sbes for the use of young tradesiTJcn in tlie last 
** year of thejr apprenticeship, at reasonable rates." 

T. 
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L?ctus sum laudari a te laudato viro. T.X7LI.. 

It gives me pleasure to be praised by you, whom all men 
praise, 

HE is a verj' unhappy man who sets his heart upon 
being admired by the multitude, or affects a general," 
and undistinguished applause among men. What 
l^cus men call the testimony of a good conscienccyj 
should be the measure of our ambition in this kind;' 
that is to say, a man of spirit should contemn the 
praise of the ignorant, and like being applauded 
i"6r nothhig but what he knows in his own heart he' 
fteserves. Besides which the character of the person ' 
who commends you is to be considered, before you 
set a value upon his esteem. The prsdse of an ig- 
nomnt man is only good-will, and you should receive " 
his kindness as he is a good neighbour in society,' 
and not as a'^good judge ojf your actions in point of 
fame and reputation. TKe satirist s^d very well of 
popular praise and acdamations, « Give the tinkers 
and coblers their presents again, and learn to live of 
yourself." It is an argument of a loose and ung^vem- 
ed mind to be affected with the promiscuous appro- 
bation of the generality of mankind ; and a man of 
virtue should be too delicate for so coarse an appetite 
of lame. Men of homur should tiAesivouT ot\^ \xi 
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please the vrortliy, and the man of merit should de 
sire to be tried only by his peers. I thought it 
Si noble sentiment which I heard yesterday uttered in 
Conversation ; " I know," said a gentleman, " a way to 
** be greater than any man : if he has worth in him, 1 can 
^' rejoice in his superiority to me ; and that satisfaction 
* ' is a greater act of the soul in me, than any in him 
** which can possibly appear to me." This thought 
Could not proceed but from a candid and generous 
spirit ; and the approbation of such minds is what 
"tinay be esteemed true praise : for witli the common 
itLte of men there is nothing commendable but what ' 
they themselves may hope to be partakers of, and ar- 
rive at : but the motive truly glorious is, when the 
niind is set rather to do things laudable, than to pur- 
chase reputation. Where there is that sincerity as 
the foundation of a good name, the kind opinion of vir- 
tuous men will be an unsought, but a necessary conse- 
quence. The Lacedaemonians, though a plain people 
and no pretenders to politeness, had a osrtain delicacy 
in their sense of glory, and sacrificed to the muset 
when they entered upon any great enterprise. They 
would have the commemoration of their actions be 
transmitted by. the; .purest and most untainted me- 
morialists. The din wliich attends victories and public 
iriumphs is by &r less eligible than the recital of the 
actions of, great men by honest and wise historians. 
It is a frivolous pleasure to be the admiration of gaping 
crowds ; but to have the approbation of a good man 
in the cool reflections of his closet, is a gratification 
worthy an heroic spirit. The applause of the crowd 
makes the head g^ddy, but .the attestation of a reason- 
able man makes the heart glad. 

What makes the love of popular or general praise 
still more ridiculous, is, that it is usually given for 
circumstanQes. which »re foreign to iVi^ '\^T«Q>tv*& ^- 
Dujred. Thus they are the ordinary attetvddXkX&oxi^^^'c 
sad riches, which may be taken out ol oRfciiv^' 
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hands and put into another's. The apptication 
and not the possession, makes those outward t 
honourable. The vulgar and men of sense agi 
admiring men for having what tliey themselves ^ 
rather be possessed of ; the wise man applaudi 
whom he thinks most virtuous^ the rest of the 
him who is most wealthy. 

When a man is in this way of thinking, I d 
know what can occur to one more monstrous, tl 
see persons of ingenuity address their service 
performances to men no way addicted to libera] 
In these cases, the praise on one hand,, and tl 
tronage on the other, are equally the objects o; 
cule. Dedications to ignorant men are as absi 
any of the speeches of Bulfinch in the droll ; 
an address one is apt to translate into other w 
and when the different parties are thorough!] 
sidered, the panegyric generally implies no raort 
if the author should say to the patron ; My very 
Lord, you and I can never understand one an 
therefore I humbly desire we may be intimate fi 
for the future. 

The rich may as well ask to borrow of the 
as the man of virtue or merit h(^ for addition 
character from any but such as himself. H 
commends another, engages so much of his oi 
putation as he gives to that person commended 
he that has nothing laudable in himself is not < 
lity to be such a surety. The wise Phocion v 
sensible how dangerous it was to be touchec 
what the. multitude approved, that upon a genei 
clamation made when he was making an oratk 
turned to an intelligent friend who stood neai 
and asktd in a surprised manner, What slip 1; 
made ? 

- I shall conclude tlus paper with a billet whic 

£d/eD into my hands, and was wntten \o «i\&d^ 

^gentleman Hfhom she hadlu^7 commexu^ 



I 
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author of it had formerly been her lorer. When all 
possibility of comtnerce between them on the sub- 
ject of loye was cut off, she spoke so iiandsomely of 
Aim, as tp give occasion fdt Uiis letter. 

^ Madam, 
* I SHOULD be insensiUe to a stupidity, if I could 
finbear making you vay acknowledgments for your 
late mention of me with so much applause. It is, 
I think, your &te to give me new sentiments ; as 
j€fa formerly inspired me with the true sense of 
love, so do you now with the true sense of glory- 
As desire had tile least part in the passion I here- 
tofore professed towards you, so has vanity no shal^ 
in the glory to which you have now nused me. In- 
nocence, knowledge, beauty, virtue, sincerity, and 
^scretion, are the constant ornaments of her who 
has said this of me. Fame is a babbler, but I have 
arrived at the highest glory in this world, the com- 
mendation of the most deserWng person in iL' 

T. 
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.•.....'...Patriae pietatis imago. Vi»o« 

An image of paternal tenderness! 

THE following letter being written to my book-sel- 
'er, upon a subject of which I treated some time since, 
1 shall publish it in this paper, together with the let- 
^T that was inclosed in it. 
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* Mr. Buckley, 
» Mk. SPECTATOR having of late detsca 
*' the cruelty of parents to their children, I 

* induced (at the request of several of Mr, S 
^ admirers) to inclose this letter, which I a 
^ is the oiiginal from a father to his oAvn son 
•* standing the latter gave but little or no pr 
^ It ivould be wonderfiillf obliging to the 
^ Mr. Spectator yrould give his opinion of i 

* of his speculajdons, and particularly to 

< (Mr. Buckley) 

* Your humble s 

y SlftRAH, 

< YOU are a saucy audacious rascal, and 
and mad, and I care not a farthing vrh 
comply or no ; that does not raze out m 
siohs of your insolence, going about raili 
and the next day to solicit my favour : the 
consbtences, such as discover thy reason 
To. be brief, I never desire to see your f 
Sirrah, if you go to the work-house, it 
grace to me for you to be supported thei 
you starve in the streets, I will never give 
underhand in your behalf. If I have an; 
your scribbling nonsense I will break you: 
first time I set sight on you. You are \ 
beast ; is this your gratitude for my givinj 
ney ? You rogue, I'll better your judgmeni 
you a greater sense of your duty to (I reg 
your father, Sec. 

* P. S. It is pnidence in you to keep < 
sight ; for to reproach me, that Might ( 
Right, on the outside of your letter, I s 
you a great knock on the skull for it. 

Was there ever such an iinxi^e of ^aten 
ness ! it iras usual among scmt o^ V3twt 
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make their slaves drink to excess, and then expose 
them to their children, who by that means conceived 
an early aversion to a vice which makes meii appear 
10 monstrous and irrational. I have exposed tliis pic- 
ture of an unnatural father with the same intentioUf 
that its deformity may deter others from its resem- 
blance. If the reader has a mind to see a father of 
the same stamp represented in the most exquisite 
strokes of humour, he may meet with it in one of 
the finest comedies that ever appeared upon the Elng- 
lish stage : I mean the part of Sir Sampson in Love 
for Love. 

I must not, however, engage myself blindly on the 
side of the son, to whom the fond letter above-writ- 
ten was directed. His &ther calls him a ^ saucy 
^ and audacious rascal" in the first Une, and I am 
afraid upon examination he will prove but an un- 
gracious youth. ^ To g^ about railing" at his fa- 
ther, and to find no other place but, <' the outside of 
** hb letter** to tell him "that might overcomes 
** right,'* if it does not discover " his reason to be de- 
** praved,*' and " that he is either fool or mad," as 
the choleric old gentleman tells him, we may at least 
allow that the &&er will do very well in endeavour- 
ing.to " better his judgment, and give him a greater 
^ sense of his duty." But whether this may be 
brought about " by breaking his head,** or " giving 
^ him a great knock on the scull,** ought, I think, to be 
well omsidered. Upon the whole, I wish the father 
has not met vrith his match, and that he may not be 
as equally paired with a son as the mother in Vir- 
pi. 

.........M..... Cnidelis to quoque mater : 

Crudelis mater magis, an puer improbus ille ? 
Improbus ille puer, crudelis tu quoque mater. 

Cruel aUkc the mother and the bob. 
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like the crow an{l her egg, in. the Greek pm- 



Bad the crow, bad the egg. 

I must here take notice of a letter which I have' 
received from an unknown correspondent, upon thfr 
subject of my paperi upon which the foregoing letter- 
M likewise founded. The writer of it seems verf^ 
much concerned lest that paper should seem to gire 
encouragement to the disobedience of children to* 
wards their parents ; but if the writer of it will take 
the pains to read it over agidn attentively, I dare say 
his apprehensions will vanish. Pardon and reconci-' 
liation are all the penitent daughter requests, and all-' 
that I contend for in her behsdf ; and in this case I' 
may use the saying of an eminent wit, who, upon 
some great men's pressing him to forgive his daugh- 
ter who had married against lus consent, told them 
he could refuse nothing to their instances, but that 
he would have them remember there was difference 
between giving and forgiving. 

I must confess, in all controversies between parent! 
and their children, I am naturally prejudiced in & 
Tour of the former. The obligations on that sid' 
can never be acquitted, and I think it is one of th 
greatest reflections upon human nature that patem 
instinct should be a stronger motive to love than fill 
gratitude ; that the receiving of favours should be 
less inducement to good-will, tenderness and co' 
miseration, than the conferring of them ; and t) 
the taking care of any person should endear the cl 
or dependant more to the parent or bcnefiictor, t; 
the parent or benefactor to the child or depend; 
jret so it iiappens, that for one cruel parent we r 
fyj'tA a thousand undutiful chMvcn. 'YVvv& \& uw 
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underfuHf contrived (as I have formerly observed) 
r the support of every living species ; but at tlie same 
tne that it shews the wisdom of the Creator, it dis- 
>vers the imperfection and degeneracy of the crea- 
ire. 

The obe^ence of children to their parents, is the 
isis of all government, and set forth as the measure 
f that obedience which we owe to those whom Pro- 
idence hath placed over us. 

It is lather Le Compte, if I am not mistaken, who 

:Ils us how want of duty in this particular is punish- 

d among the Chinese, insomuch that if a son should 

e known to kill, or so much as to strike his fiither, 

ot only the criminal, but his whole i^mily would be 

Bofeed out, nay, the inhabitants of the place where he 

fed would be put to the sword, nay, the place itself 

louM be rased to the ground, and its foundation sown 

itfa salt: for, say they, there must have been an ut- 

T depravaticm of manners in that clan or society of 

oplc who could have bred up among them so hor- 

\ an offender. To this I shall add a passage out of 

'. first book of Herodotus. That historian, m his ac- 

lit of the Persian customs and religion tells us, it 

heir opinion that no man ever killed his fsither, or 

it is possible such a crime should be in nature ; 

Jiat if any thing like it should ever happen, they 

lude tliat the reputed son must have been iUegi- 

te, supposititious, or begotten in adultery. Their 

cm in this pardcular shews sufHciently what a no- 

hey must have had of undutifulness in general. 



rj/. 
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No. CXC. MONDAY, OCTOBEK 

Servitrus crcscit nova 

A servitude to former times unkijown. 

SINCE I made some reflections upoath 
negligence used in the case of regard toward 
er, in otlier words, since I talked of wenchij 
had epistles upon that subject, which I sba 
present entertainment, insert as they lie b 

* Mr. Spectator, 

* As your speculations are not confined U 
of human life, but concern the wicked as-^ 
good, I must desire your favourable acce 
what I, a poor strolling girl about town, hj 
to you. I was told by a Roman Catholic g 
who picked ine up last week, and who, I 
absolved for what passed between us ; I » 
told by such a person, who endeavoured t 
me to his own religion, that in countries i» 
pery prevails, besides the advantage of liceffi 
there are large endowments given for the I 
I think he called them, such as are past al 
and are allowed such msdntenance and sup 
keep them without ferther carctillthef exp 
manner of treating poor sinners has, methii 
humanity in it ; and as you are a persofv wh 
to carry your reflections upon all subjects 
that occur. to you, with candour, and act a 
sense of what misinterpretation you may n 
I beg the favour of you to lay before all t 
the unhappy condition of us poor vagrants, 
really in a way of labour instead of idleness 
are crowds of us whose manner of livelil 
long ceased to be pleasing to us ; and who v 
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Ja^ly lead a new life, if the rigour of the virtuous 
did not for erer expel us from coming into the world 
again. As it now happens, to the eternal infamy of 
the male sex, falsehood among you is not reproach- 
fill, but credulity in women is infamous. 
* Give me leave. Sir, to give you my history. You 
are to know that I am a daughter of a man of a 
good reputation, tenant to a man of quality. The 
heir of this great house took it in his he id to cast a 
&vourable eye upon me, and succeeded. I do not 
pretend to say he promised me marriage: I wl\s 
not a creature silly enough to be taken by so foolish 
a story : but he ran away witli me up to this town, 
and introduced me to a grave matron, witb wliom I 
boarded for a day or two with great gravity, and was 
not a little pleased with the change of my condlti/xi, 
from that of a countiy life to the finest company, as 
I believed, in the whole world. My humble scrvaiJt 
made me understand that I shoiUd always be kept 
in the plentiful condition I then enjoyed : when, 
after a very great fondness towards me, one day 
took his leave of me for four or five days. In i\\z 
evening of the same day my good landlady came U 
me, and observing me very pensive, began to coiiifoi't 
me, and with a smile told me I must see the world. 
When I was deaf to ail she could say to divert me, 
«he began to tell me with a very fiTUik air that I 
must be treated as I ought, and not take these 
squeamish humours upon me, for my friend had left 
me to the town ; and^ as their phrase is, she expect- 
ed I would see company, or I must be treated like 
what I had brought myself to. This put me into a fit 
of crying: and I immediately, in a true sense of my 
ooidition, threw myself on the floor, deploring my 
£ite, calling upon all that was good and sacred to suc- 
cour me. While I was in all this agony, I observed 
a decrepid old fellow come into the room, and look- 
ing with a sense of pleasure in his face at all my ve- 
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hemence and transport. In a pause of my distress, I ; 
heard him say to the shameless old woman who stood 
hj me, she Is certainly a new &ce, or else she acts • 
it rarely. With that the gentlewoman, who was 
making her market of me, in all the turns of my 
person, the heaves of my passion, and the suitable 
changes of my posture, took occasion to commend 
my neck, my shape, my eyes, my limbs. All this 
was accompanied with such speeches as you may 
have heard horse-coursers make in the sale of nags, 
when they arc warranted for their soundness. You 
understand by tliis time tliat I was left in a brothel, 
and exposed to the next bidder, that could purchase 
me of my patroness. This is so much the werk of 
hell ; the pleasure in the possession of us wenches 
abates in proportion to the degrees we go beyond the 
bounds of innocence ; and no man is gractified, if 
tliere is notliing left for him to debauch. Well, Sir, 
my first man, when I came upon the town, was Sip 
Jeoffry Foible, who was extremely lavish to me of 
his money, and took such a fancy to me that he 
would have carried me off, if my patroness would 
have taken any reasonable terms for me : but as he 
was old, his covetousness was his strongest passion, 
and poor I was soon left exposed to be the common 
refuse of all the rakes and debauchees in town. I 
cannot tell whether you will do me justice or no, un- 
til I see whether you print this or not ; othenxise, as 
I now live witli Sal, I could give you a very just ac- 
count of who and who is together in this town. You 
perhaps will not believe it ; but I know one pretends 
to be a very good Protestant who lies with a Roman 
Catliolic: but more of this hereafter as you please 
me. There do come to our house the greatest poli- 
ticians of the age ; and Sal is more shrewd than any 
body thinks: nobody can believe that such wise men 
could go to bawdy-houses out of idle purposes ; I 
jhare heard them often talk of Augu&tus C«tar, who 
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' had intrigues ^th the wires of senators, not out of 
' -mntoiineBS, but stratagem. 

^ it is a^ousand pities you should be so severely 
4 mtuoos as I fear you are ; othfxwise, after one visit 

< or two, you would soon understand that we women 
^ of the town are not such useless correspondents as 

< 3rou may imagine : you have undoubtcv'ly heard that 

* it was a courtezan who -discovered Catiline's conspi- 
' racy. If you print this I will tell you more ; and am 

< in the meantime, 

*«ir, 

^ Your most humble servant, 

* B*EBECCA2ilETTLKT0P.* 

* Mr. Spectator, 

* I AM an idle young woman that would work for 

* my livelihood, but that I am kept in such a manner 
^ as I cannot stir out. My tyrant is an old jealous fel- 
.* low, who allows me nothing to appparin. I have but 
^ one shoe and one slipper: no head-dress, and no 
' UOTer petticoat. As you set up for a reformer, I de- 

* sire you would take me out of this wicked way, and 

* keep me yourself. 

' Eve Afterday.* 

* Mr. Spectator, 

. * I AM to complain to you of a set of impertinent 

* coxcombs, who visit the apartments of us women of 
',the towa» only, as they call it^ to see the world. I 
^must confess to you* tliis to men of delicacy might 
'have an effect to cure them; but as they are stupid, 
Vnoi^y, and drunken fellows, it tends only to make 

* we in themselves^ as they think, pleasant and hu- 
' ;mourou&, and at tlie same time nauseous in us. I 

/ shalU.Sir, hereafter, from time to time, give you tlie 
' namea of tliese wretches who pretend to eiiter our 
'housesmerel/ as spectators. These mciv\]^^xi^vX.'«\^ 

I 2 



96 THE SPECTATOR. 

* to use UB ill : pray tell them, howercr worthy vn 

* of such treatment, it is unworthy them to be g 

* of it towards us. Pray, Sir, take notice of this, 
' pity the oppressed: I vrish we could add to it 

* innocent.' 



No. CXCI. TUESDAY, OCTOBER 9. 

uKut ovf^. 

Deluding vision of the night. 1 

SOME lucUcrous schoolmen have put the casC] 
if an ass were placed between two bundles of 
which affected his senses equally on each side, 
tempted him ift the very same degree, wheth 
would be possible for him to eat of either. The; 
nerally determine this question to the disadvantaj 
the ass, who, they say, would starve in the mid 
plenty, as not having a single grain of free-will t 
tennine him more to the one than to the other. 
buiicUe of hay on either side striking his sight 
smell in the same proportion, would keep him 
perpetual suspense, like the two magnets which 
vellers have told us, are placed one of them ii 
roof, and tlie other in the floor of Mahomet's bui 
place at Mecca, and by that means, say they, pu 
impostor's iron coflin with such an equal attnu 
that it hangs in the air between both of them. A 
the ass's behaviour in such nice circumstances, 
ther he would starve sooner than viofate his neut 
to the two bundles of hay, I shall not presume t 
termine : but only take notice of the conduct o 
own species in the same perplexity. Whenamai 
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a nund to venture hia money in a lotterfferery figure 
of it appears equally alluring, and as likely to suc- 
ceed as any of its fellows. They all of them have the 

^aame pretensions to good luckf stand upon the same 
foot of competidon, and no manner of reason can be 
given why a man should prefer one to the other before 
Che lottery is drawn. In this case, therefore, caprice 
very often acts in the place of reason, and forms to 
itself some groundless imaginary motive, where real 
and substantial ones are wanting. I know a well-mean- 
ing man that is very well pleased to risk his fortune 
upon the number 1711, because it is the year of our 
Lord. I am acquainted with a tacker that would give 
a good deal for the number 134. On the contrary, I 
have been toldof a certain zealous dissenter, who be- 
ing a great enemy to popery, and believing that bad 
men are the most fortunate in this world, will lay two 
to one on the number 666 agtunst any other number, 
because, says he, it is the number of the beast. Several 
would prefer the number 13,000 before any other, as 
it is the number of the pounds in the g^at prize. In 
short, some are pleased to find their own age in their 
number; some that they have got a number which 
makes a pretty appearance in the cyphers ; and others 
because it is the same number that succeeded in the 
last lottery. Each of these, upon no other grounds, 
thinks he stands feirest for the great lot, and tiiat he 

- is possessed of what may not be improperiy called 
* The Golden Number.' 

These principles of election are the pastimes and 
extravagancies of human reason, which is of so busy 
a nature, that it will be exerting itself in the meanest 
trifles, and woridng even when it wants materials. 
The wisest of men are sometimes actuated by such 
unaccountable motives, as the life of the fool and the 
superstitious is guided by nothing else. 

I am surprised that none of the fortunetellers, or, 
as the Fretich call, tli^ Discurs de bonne Avantwre^ who 
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pubfi^ ^faeir-bUb in ereiy quarter «f ite toiim» Jm 
twt turned ouriotteries to thmr advADtag^ : did coijr 
ifaem set up for & caster of fortunate iif^^'esy wl 
jmight he not get by his preteuded dkowfirie^ .ft 
fredicttons ? 

I remember^ among-tibe advertisements in^eFo 
Boy of S^ember the S7tii^ I was suijuisedtosfiejl 
{[>Uowtng 



^ This is to gcre notice, that ten shillings oT«tt*a 
^' above (Remarket pnae, will he gi^^en for the dd 
** in 1,500,0001. lottery, No. 132, tpy Nath. CUft alt 
^ Bible and Three Croirt^ on Cheapside." 

This ad'vertiaexnent has given great matter of a| 
culastion to cofiee-hotzse theorists. Mr. Cliff's prin 
X^s and conversation have been tsanvassed upoii tl 
occasion, and ^various conjectures made why he shoi 
thus set his heait upon No. 1 32. I have examined . 
the powers in those numbers, brcdten them into Jt!i 
'tions, extracted ihe -square and cube root, divided a 
snUtiplied them all ways, but could not arrive at t 
-secret till about three days ago, when I received t 
ifcllowing letter from an tinknown hand, by which 
find that Mr. Nathaniel Cliff Is only the agents andi 
the principal anthis advertisement. 

^ Mr. Spectator, 
< I AM the person that lately advertised that I won 
^ give tela Shillings more than the current price i 
-''the ticket No*132 in the lottery now drawing; whi 
'^ is a secret I have ccmmunicated to some Men 
' who rally me incessantly upon that account. Yi 

< anuartSmow I have but one ticket, for which reasc 
'* and a .oertcdn dream I have lately had more th 
^ once, I was resolved it should be the number I mc 

< approved. I am so positive I have ptched upon tl 
^^great lot^ that 1 4»iuid almost lay all I am wcnth. 
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< it My visions are so frequent and strong upon this 
' occasion, that I have not only possessed the lot, but 

* disposed of the money which in all probability it 

* will sell for. This morning in particular, I set up 

* an equipage which I look upon to be the gayest in 

* the town ; the liveries are very rich, but not gaudy. 

* r should be very glad to see a speculation or two 

* upon lottery subjects, in which you would oblige all 

* people concerned, and in particular 

^ Your most humble servant, 

' George Gosling.* 
< P. S. Dear Spec, if I get the 12,0001. I will make 

< thee a handsome present.' 

After having wished my correspondent good luck, 
lad thanked him for his intended kindness, I shall for 
this time dismiss the subject of the lottery, and only 
observe, that the greatest part of mankind are in some 
degree guilty of my friend Gosling's extravagance. 
We are apt to rely upon future prospects, and become 
really expensive, while we are only rich in possibility. 
We live up to our expectations, not to our posses- 
sions, and make a figure proportionable to what we 
may be, not what we are. We outrun our present in- 
come, as not doubting to disburse ourselves out of the 
profits of some future place, project, or reversion that 
we have in view. It is through this temper of mind, 
which is so common among us, that we see tradesmen 
break, who have met with no misfortunes in their bu- 
smess ; and men of estates reduced to poverty, who 
have never suffered from losses or repairs, tenantSi 
taxesi or law-suits. In short, it is their foolish san- 
guine temper, this depending upon contingent futu- 
rities, that occasions romantic generosity, chimerical 
grandeur, senseless ostentation, and generally ends in 
beggary and ruin. The man who will live above his 
present circumstances, is in great danger of living in 
4 litde time much beneath them> or, as the Italian pro- 
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verb runft) ' The man who lives by hope wUl die bj 

* hunger.* 

It should be an indispensible rule in life, to contract 
our desires toourpresent condition, and whatever may 
be our expectations, to live within the compass of what 
we actually possess. It ^yill be time enough to enjoy 
an estate when it comes into our hands ; but if we an- 
ticipate our good fortime, we shall lose the }deasure of 
it when it arrives, and may possibly never possess 
what we have so ibc^shly counted upon. 

L. 



^o. CXCn. WEDNE^AY, OCTOBER JO. 

»...M..Uno ore omnes om&ia 

Bona dicere, & laudare fortunas meas, 

Qui gnatum haberem tali ingenio, prxcStum. TfiR. 

Afl' men agreed in -complimenting me, and ajndauded my 
good ibrtone in iaeing the Xather 43£ so towaioiy a son. 

I STOOD the other day, -and beheld a &ther sitting 
in Uie middle of a room with a large £uBily of children 
-about him ; aaid methought Icould observe in his coun- 
. tenance different emotions of delight, as he turned his 
eye towards the one and the other of them. The man 
is a person moderate in hb designs fior their prefer- 
ment and welfEore ; and as he has an easy fortune* he 
is not solicitous to make a gnrat one« His eldest ton 
is a child -of a very towardly dispositiouy and, as much 
as the fetberkyves him, I dane say he will never be a 
iknave to improve his fcnlnne. I do not know any man 
^ho has a juster rdiah of life diaa the person I am 
«peaking oi^ or keeps. a better guard agamst the ter- 
rors of wajTit or the hopes of gain, it is usual, in a 
•cvowd jof fihiUoeBt for tto fmnenittoaHaBttin&tof his 
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own Stock all the great officers of the Idngdom. There 
is something so very surprising in the parts of a child 
of a man's own, that tliere is nothing too great to be 
expected from his endowments. I know a good wo- 
man who has but three sons, and there is, she says, 
nothing she expects with more certainty, than that she 
riiall see one of them a bi8hop> the other a judge, and 
the third a court physician. The humour is, that any 
thing which can happen to any man's child, is expect- 
ed by every man for his own. But my friend, whom 
I was going to speak of, does not flatter himself with 
such vain expectations, but has his eye more upon the 
virtue and dispoMtion of his children, than their ad- 
vancement or wealth. Good habits are what will cer- 
tainly imprwe a man's fortune and reputation; but 
en the other side, affluence of fortune will not as pro- 
bably produce good affections of the mind. 

It is very natural for a man of a kind disposition, 
to amuse himself with the promises his imagination 
makes to him of the future condition of his children, 
and to represent to himself the figure they shall bear 
in the world after he has left it. When his prospects 
of this kind are agreeable, his fondness gives, as it 
were, a longer date to his own life ; and the suvivor* 
ship of a vrortliy man in his son is a [Measure scarce 
inferior to the hopes of the continuance of his own life. 
That man is happy who can believe <^his son, that he 
win escape the follies and indiscretions of which he 
liimself was guilty, and pursue and improve every 
dikig thAt was valuable in him. The continuance of 
his virtue is much more to be regarded than that of his 
life ; but it is the most lamentable of all reflections, 
to think that the heir of a man's fortune is such a one 
as will be a stranger to his friends, alienated from the 
same interests, and a promoter of every thing which 
he himself disapproved. An estate in possesion of 
such a successor to a good man, is worse than laid 
waste ; and the fieimily, of which he is the head, is in 
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a more deplorable condition than that of being ex- 
tinct. 

When I visit the agreeable seat of my honoured 
friend Ruricola, and walk from room to room revoW- 
ing many pleasing occurrences, and the expressions 
of many just sentiments I have heard him utter, and 
see the booby his heir in pain while he is doing the 
honours of his house to the friend of his father, the 
heaviness it gives one is not to be expressed. Want 
of genius is not to be imputed to any man, but want 
of humanity is a man's own fault. The son of Ruri- 
cola (whose life was one continued series of worthy 
actions and gentlemanlike inclinations) is the compa- 
nion of drunken clowns, and knows no sense of praise 
but in the flattery he receives from his own servants; 
his pleasures are mean and inordinate ; his language 
base and filthy, hib behaviuur rough and absurd. Is 
this creature to be accounted the successor of a man 
of virtue, wit, and breeding ? At the same time that 
I have this melancholy prospect at the house where 
I miss my old fiiend, I can go to a gentleman's not 
far off it, where he has a daughter who is the picture 
both of his body and mind, but both improved with 
the beauty and modesty peculiar to her sex. It is she 
who supplies the loss of her fatlier to the world ; she, 
without his name or fortune, is a truer memorial of 
him than her brother, who succeeds him in both. 
Such an offspring as the eldest son of my friend per- 
petuates his father in the same manner as the ap- 
pearance of his ghost would : it is indeed Ruricola, 
but it is Ruricola grown fnghtfiil. 

I know not to what to attribute the brutal turn which 
this young man has taken, except it may be to a cer- 
tain seventy and distance which his father used to- 
wards him, and might, perhaps, have occasioned a 
dislike to those modes of hfe which were not made 
amiable to him by freedom andi affability. 



I 
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We may promise ourselves that no such excres- 
cence will appear in the family of theComeiii, where 
the father lives with his sons like their eldest brother, 
and the sons converse with him as if they did it for 
no other reason but that he is the >visest man of their 
acquaintance. As the Conielii are eminent traders, 
their g^ood correspondence with each other is useful 
to all that know them^as well as to themselves; and 
their friendship, good will, and kind ofHces, are dis- 
posed of jointly as well as their fortune, so tliat no 
(Mie ever obliged one of them, who had not the obli- 
gation multiplied in returns from them all. 

It is the most beautiful object the eyes of man can 
beholdy to see a man of worth and his son live in an 
entire unreserved correspondence. The mutual kind- 
ness and affection between them give an inexpressibly 
satisfaction to all who know them. It is a sublime 
pleasure which encreases by the participation. It is 
as sacred as fiiendship, as pleasurable as love, and as 
JQy&l as religion. This state of mind does not only 
dis^pate sorrow, which would be extreme without it, 
but enlarges pleasures which would otherwise be con- 
temptible. The most indifferent thing has its force 
and beauty when it is spoke by a kind father, and an 
insignificant trifle has its weight when offered by a 
dutiful child. I know not how to express it, but I 
think I may call it a transplanted self-love. All the 
enjoyments and sufferings which a man meets with 
are regarded only as they concern him in the rela- 
tion he has to another. A man's very honour receives 
a new value to him, when he thinks that when he is 
in Ills grave, it will be had in remejnbrance that such 
an action was done by such a one's father. Such con- 
siderations sweeten the old man's evening, and his 
soliloquy delights him when he can say to himself 
No man can tell my child his father was either un- 
merciful or unjust : my son shall meet many a man 

VOL. III. K 
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who shall say to him, I was obliged to thy father, and 
be my child a friend to his child for ever. 

It is not in the power of all men to leave ilhifltri- 
ous names or great fortunes to their posterity, but 
they can very much conduce to their having industrft 
probity, valour, and justice : it is in every man's pow- 
er to leave his son the honour of descending from a 
virtuous man, and add the blessings of heaven to what- - 
ever he leaves him. I shall end this rhapsody with a 
letter to an excellent young man of my acquaintance, 
who has lately lost a worthy father. 

■■• 

* Dear Sir, 
* I KNOW no part of life more impertinent thaa 
the office of administering consolation: I will not 
enter into it, for I cannot but applaud your grie£ 
The virtuous principles you had from that excellent 
man, whom you have lost, have wrought in you as 
they ought, to make a youth of three and twenty 
incapable of comfort upon coming into possession of 
a great fortune. I doubt not but you will honour his 
memory by a modest enjoyment of his estate ; and 
scorn to triumph over his grave, by employing in 
riot, excess, and debauchery, what he purchased 
with so much industry, prudence, and wisdom. This 
is the true way to shew the sense you have of your 
loss, and to take away the distress of others upon 
the occasion. You cannot r^al your father by your 
grief, but you may revive him to his friends by your 
conduct.' 

T. 



I 
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»fter being in the whisper with great men, and vex- 

sai| iQg their neighbours with the changes they would be 

c^Ie of making in the appearance at a country ses- 

fm%9 it would not methinks be amiss to give an account 

•f that market for preferment, a great man's levee. 

Foroughtlknow, this commerce between the mighty 

and their slaves, very justly represented, might do so 

omch good, as to incline the great to regard business 

nther than ostentation : and make the little know the 

BBC of their time too well, to spend it in vain applica^ 

tions and addresses. 

The famous doctor in Moorfields, who gained so 
nmch reputation for his horary predictions, is said to 
have had in his parlour different ropes to little bells 
which hung in the room above stairs, where the Doc- 
tw thcmght fit to be oraculous. If a girl had been de- 
ceived by her lover one bell was pulled; and if a pea- 
sant had lost a cow the servant rung another. This 
mediod was kept in respect to all other persons and 
aatcems, and the skilful waiter below sifted the in- 
quirer, and gave the doctor notice accordingly. The 
fcvce of a great man is laid after the same manner, 
and twenty whispers, false alarms, and private intima- 
tions, pass backward and forward from the porter, the 
valet, and the patron himself, before the gaping crew, 
who are to pay their court, are gathered together : 
when the scene is ready, the doors fly open and dis- 
cover his lordship. 

There ate seveitd ways of making this first appear- 
ance. You. may be either half-dressed, and washing 
yourself, which is indeed the most stately ; but this 
way of opening is peculiar to military men, in whom 
there is something graceful in exposing themselves 
naked ; but the politicians or civil officers have usually 
<iffected to be more reserved, and preserve a certain 
chastity of deportment. Whether it be hieroglyphical 
OP not, this difPerence in the civil and military list, I 
will not say, but have ever understood the fact to be, 
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Ingentem foribug domus alta superbi$ 

Mane salutantum totis vomit scdibus undain. Viao. 

His Lordship's palace, from its stately doors, 
A tiood of lev6e-hunting inorrals pours. 

WHEN we look round us, and behold the strange 
variety of faces and persons which fill the streets with 
business and hurry, it is no unpleasant amusement to 
make guesses at their different pursuits, and judge by 
their countenances what it is that so anxiously enga- 
ges their present attention. Of all this busy crowd, 
there are none who would give a man inclined to sUch 
enquiries better diversion for his thoughts, than those 
whom we call good courtiers, and such as are assi- 
duous at the levees of great men. These worthies are 
got into an habit of being senile with an air, and ea- 
joy a certain vanity in being known for understanding 
how the world passes. In the pleasure of this they can 
rise early, go abroad sleek and well dressed, with no 
other hope or purpose, but to make a bow to a man in 
court-favour, and be thought, by some insignificant 
smile of his, not a little engaged in his interests and 
fortunes. It is v/ondrous, that a man can get over the 
natural existence and possession of his own mind so 
far, as to take delight either in paying or receiving 
such cold and repeated civilities. But what maintains 
the humour is, that outward show is what most men 
pursue, rather than real happiness. Thus both the 
idol and idolater equally impose upon themselves in 
pleasing their imaginations this way. But as there arc 
very many of her majesty's good subjects, who are 
extremely uneasy ait their own seals in the country, 
where all from the skies to the centre of the earth to 
their own, and have a mighty longing to shine in 
courts, or to be partners in the power of the world; I 
say, for the benefit of these, and others who hanker 
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that the close minister i% buttoned up, and the brave 
officer open-breasted on these occasions. 

However that is, I humbly conceive the business of 
a levee is to receive the acknowledgments of a mul- 
titude, that a man is wise, bounteous, valiant and pow- 
erful. When tlie first shot of eyes is made, it is won- 
derful to observe how much submission the patron's 
modesty can bear, and how much servitude the di- 
bit's spirit can descend to. In the vast multiplicity 
of business, and th« crowd about liim, my lord's parts 
are usually so great, that to the astonishment of the 
whole assembly, he has something to say to every 
man there, and that so suitable to his capacity as any 
man may judge that is not without talents that men 
can arrive at grtat employments. I have known a 
great man ask a fiag-oflicer, which way was the wind, 
a commander of horse the present price of oats, and 
a stock-jobber at what discount such a.fimd was, 
with as much ease as if he had been bred to each of 
those several ways of life. Now this is extremely 
obliging; for at the same time that the patron in- 
forms himself of matters, he gives the person of 
whom he enquires an opportunity to exert himself. 
What adds to the pomp of those interviews is, that it 
is performed with the greatest silence aifd order im- 
aginable. The patron is usually in the midst of the 
room, and some humble person gives him a whisper, 
which his lordship answers aloud. " It is well. Yes, 
^ I am of your opinion. Pray inform yourself further, 
" you may be sure of my part in it." This happy 
man is dismissed, and my lord can turn himself to 
a business of a quite different nature, and off-hand 
gives as good an answer as any great man is obliged 
to. Forthe chief point' is to keep in generals; and if there 
be any thing offered that is particular, to be in haste. 

But we are now in the height of the affair, and my 
lord's creatures have all had their whispera round to 
keep up the farce of the thing, and the dumb show is 
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become more general. He casts his eye to that corner^ 
and there to Mr. Such-a-one ; to the other, " and when 
•* did you come to town?.* And perhaps just before he 
nods to another ; and enters with him, " but, Sir, I am 
" glad to see you, now I think of it." Each of those are 
happy for the next four and twenty hours ; and those 
who bow in ranks undistinguished, and by dozens at a 
time, think they have very good prospects, if they may 
hope to arrive at such notices half a year hence. 

The satirist says, there is seldom common sense in 
high fortune j and one would think, to behold a levee, 
that the great were not only infatuated with their sta- 
tion, but also that they believed all below were seized 
too; else how is it possible they could think of impos' 
ing upon themselves and others in such a degree, as 
io set up a levee for any thing but a direct farce ? But 
siich is the weakness of our nature, that when naen are 
a little exalted in their condition, they immediately 
conceive th^ have additional senses, and their capaci- 
ties enlarged not only above other men, but above hu- 
man comprehension itself. Thus it is ordinary to see 
great man attend one listening, bow to one at a distance, 
iand to call to a third at the same instant. A girl in new 
Ribbands is not more taken with herself, nor does she 
betray more apparent coquetries, than even a wise man 
in such a circumstance of courtship. 1 do not know any 
thing that I ever thought so very distasteful as the af- 
fectation which is recorded of Caesar, to wit, that he 
would dictate to three several writers at the same time. 
This was an ambition below the greatness and candour 
of his mind. He indeed (if any man had pretensions to 
greater faculties than any other mortal) was the person; 
but such a way of acting is childish, and inconsistent 
with the manner of our being. And it appears from the 
yery nature of things, that there cannot be any thing 
effectually dispatched in the distraction of a public le- 
vee ; but the whole seems to be a conspiracy of a set of 
■ervile slaves, to give up their own liberty to take away 
their patron's understanding. T. 
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No. CXCIV. FRIDAY, OCTOBER 25. 

DifficilibUetometjecur. Hok. 

Anger boils up in B17 hot lab'ring breast. Glanvxl. 

THE present paper shall ccHisist of two letters 
which observe upon faults that are easily cured both 
in loTe and friendship. In the latter, as far as it 
merely regards conversation, the person who neglects 
visiting an agreeable friend is punished in the very 
transgression ; for a good companion is not found in 
every room we go into. But the case of love is of a 
more delicate nature, and the anxiety is inexpressible 
if every little instance of kindness is not reciprocal. 
There are things in this sort of commerce which 
there are not words to express, and a man may not 
{K>sMbly know how to represent, what yet may tear 
his heart into ten thousand tortures. To be grave to 
a man's mirth, inattentive to his discourse, or to in- 
terrupt either with something that argues a disincli- 
naticm to be entertained by him, has in it something 
80' disagreeable, that the utmost steps which may be 
made in farther enmity cannot give greater torment. 
The gay Corinna, who sets up for an indifference 
and becoming heedlessness, gives her husband all 
the torment imaginable out of mere insolence, with 
this peculiar vanity, that she is to look as gay as a 
maid in the character of a wife. It is no matter 
what is the reason of a man's grief, if he be heavy 
as it is. Her unhappy man is convinced that she 
means him no dishonour, but pines to death because 
she will hot have so much deference to him as to 
avoid the appearances of it. The author of the fol- 
lowing letter is perplexed with an injury that is in a 
degree yet less criminal, and yet the source of the 
utmost unhappiness. 
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* Mr. Spectator, 
• I HAVE read your papers which relate to jealou- 
sy, and desire your advice in my case, which you 
will say is not common. I have a wife, of whose 
virtue I am not in the least doubtful ; yet I cannot 
be satisfied she loves me, which gives me as great 
uneasiness as being faulty the other way would do. 
I know not whether I am not yet more miserable 
than in that case, for she keeps possession of my 
heart, without the return of her's. I would desire 
your observations upon that temper in some women 
who will not condescend to convince their husbands 
of their innocence or their love, but are wholly ne- 
gligent of what reflections the poor men make upon 
Sieir conduct (so they cannot call it criminal,) when 
at the same time a little tenderness of behaviour, 
or regard to shew an inclination to please them, 
would make them entirely at ease. Do not such 
women deserve all the misinterpretation which they 
neglect to avoid ? or are they not in the actual 
practice of guilt, who care not whether they are 
thought guilty or not ? If my wife does the most 
ordinary thing, as visiting her sister, or taking, the 
air with her mother, it is always carried with the 
air of a secret : then she will sometimes tell a thing 
of no consequence, as if it was only want of me- 
mory made her conceal it befdre ; and this only 
to dally with my anxiety. I have complained to 
her of this behaviour iii the gentlest terms imagin- 
able, and beseeched her not to use him, who desired 
only to live with her like an indulgent friend, as the 
most morose and unsociable husband in the world. 
It is no easy matter to describe our circumstance, 
but it is miserable with this aggravation, that it 
might be easily mended, and yet no remedy en- 
deavoured. She reads you, and there is a phrase 
or two in this letter which she will know capfie from 
me. If we enter into an explanation, which may 
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* tend to our future quiet by your means, you shall 
^ have our joint thanks ; in the mean time I am (as 

* much as I can in this ambiguous condition be any 

* thing,) 

< Sir, 

* Your humble servant." 
* Mr. Spectator, 

* GIVE me leave to make you a present of a cha^ 
racter not yet described in your papers, which is 
that of a man who treats his fnend with the same 

odd variety' which a fantastical female tyrant prac- 
tises towards her lover. I have for some time had 

a friendship with one of those mercurial persons : 
the rogue I know loves me, yet takes advantage of 
my fondness for him to use me as he pleases. We 
are by turns the best friends and the greatest stran- 
§;ers imaginable ; sometimes you would think us 
inseparable ; at other times he avmds me for a 
long time, yet neither he nor I know why. When 
we meet next by chance, he is amazed he has not 
seen me, is impatient for an appointment the same 
evening ; and when I expect he should have kept it, 
I have known him slip away to another place where 
he has sat reading the news, when there is no post ; 
smoaking his pipe, which he seldom cares for ; and 
staring about him in company with whom he has 
nothing to do, as if he wondered how he came 
there. 

' That I may state my case to you the more fully) 
I shall transcribe some short minutes I have taken 
of him in my almanac since last spring ; for you must 
know there are certain seasons in the year, accord- 
ing to which, I will not say our friendship, but the 
enjoyment of it rises or falls. In March and April 
he was various as the weather ; in May and part 
of June I found him the sprightliest best-huinoured 
fellow in the world ; in the dog-days he was much 
upon the indolent ; in September very agreeable 
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• but very busy ; and since the glass fell last ^:==^ i 

• changeable, he has made three appointments w- '^j'U 

* me, and broke them every one. However, I h^^re 

* good hopes of him this winter, especially if y^-<^ 

• will lend me your assistance to reform him, whi.^ 

* will be a great ease and pleasure to, 

< Sir, 
< Your most humble benlmt* 
October 9^ mi. 
T. 



No. CXCV. SATURDAY, OCTOBER 13. 

M^vio/, 5^' loeurtv toy tjXiov vifAiou zrattrlf* 

Ov$* offov h (Mt^ei^ri Ti $ff eiarfo^i^u fJLty* onmf» Hes. 

Fools, not to know that half exceeds the whole. 
Nor the great blessings of a frugal board. 

THERE is a story in the Arabian Nights Tales 
of a king who had long languished under an ill habit 
of body, and had taken abundance of remedies to no 
purpose. At length, says the fable, a physician 
cured him by the following methcd ; he took an hol- 
low ball of wood, and filled it witli several drugs ; 
after which he closed it up so artificially that nothing 
appeared. He likewise took a mall, and after having 
hollowed the handle and that part which stiikes the ^ 
ball, he inclosed in them several drugs after the same 
manner as in the ball itself. He then ordered the sul- 
tan, who was his patient, to exercise himself early in 
the morning with these rightly prepared instruments, 
until such time as he should sweat : when, as the 
story goes, the virtue of the medicaments perspiring 
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through the wood> had so good an influence on the 
^viltan's constitution, that they cured him of an indis- 
position which ail the compositions he had taken in- 
'wardly had not been able to remove. This eastern 
allegory is finely contrived to shew us how beneficial 
bodily labour is to health, and that exercise is the 
most effectual physic. I have described in my hun- 
dred and fifteenth paper, from the general structure 
and mechanism of an human body, how absolutely 
necessary exercise is for its preservation : I shall in 
this place recommend another great preservative of 
health, which in many cases produces the same effects 
as exercise, and may in some measure supply its 
place, where opportunities of exercise are wanting. 
The preservative, I am speaking of is temperance, 
which has those particular advantages above all other 
means of health, that it may be practised by all 
ranks and conditions, at any season, or in any place. 
It is a kind of regimen into which every man may 
put himself, without interruption to business, expencc 
of money, or loss of time. If exercise throws off all 
superfluities, temperance prevents them ; if exercise 
clears the vessels, temperance neither satiates nor 
overstrains them ; if exercise raises proper ferments 
in the humours, and promotes the circulation of the 
blood, temperance gives nature her full play, and 
enables her to exert herself in all her force and vigour ; 
if exercise dissipates a growing distemper, temper- 
ance starves it. 

Physic, for the most part, is nothing else but the 
substitute of exercise and temperance. Medicines 
are indeed absolutely necessary in acute distempers, 
that cannot wait the slow operations of these two great 
instruments of health ; but did men live in an habi- 
tual course of exercise and temperance, there would 
be but little occasion for them. Accordingly we find 
that those parts of the world are the most healthy, 
where they subsist by the chace ; and that men lived 
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longest when their lives were employed in hunting, 
and when they had little food besides what they 
caught. Blistering, cupping, bleeding, are seldom of 
use but to the idle and intemperate ; as all those in- 
ward applications which are so much in practice 
among us, are for the most part nothing else but €;&> 
pedients to make luxury consistent with health. ThfB 
apothecary is perpetually employed in coimtermining 
the cook and the vintner. It is said of Diogenes, 
that meeting a young man who was going to a fisast, 
he took him up in the street and carried him home 
to his friends, as one who was running into immineiit 
danger, had he not prevented him. What would thiM: 
philosopher have said, had he been present at the 
gluttony of a modem meal ? Would not he h^ve 
Uiought the master of the family mad, and have begf- 
ged his servants to tie down his hands, had he seen 
him devour fowl, fish, and flesh : swallow oil and vi- 
negar, vrines and spices ; throw down sallads of twenty 
different herbs, sauces of an hundred ingredients, 
confections and fruits of numberless sweets and fla- 
vours ? What unnatural motions and counterferments 
must such a medley of intemperance produoe in the 
body ? For my part, when I behold a fashionable ta- 
ble set out in all its magnificence, I fancy that I see 
gouts and dropsies, fevers and lethargies, with other 
innumerable distempers, lying in ambuscade anMMig 
the dishes. 

Nature delights in the most plain and simple diet. 
Every animal but man keeps to one dish. Herbs are 
the food of this species, fish of that, and flesh of a 
third. Man falls upon every thing that comes in his 
way, not the smallest fruit or excrescence of the 
earth, scarce a berry or a mushroom can escape 
him. 

It is impossible to lay down any determinate rule 
for temperance, because what is luxury in one may 
be temperance in anbther ; but there are few that 
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have lived any time in the world, who are not judges 
(^ their own constitutions, so far as to know what 
kitids and what proportions of food do best agree 
Irith them. Were I to consider my readers as my 
padents, and to prescribe such a kind of temperance 
as is accommodated to all persons, and such as is 
particularly suitable to our climate and way of living 
I would copy the following rules of a very eminent 
physician. ^ Make your whole repast out of one dish. 
** U you indulge in a second, avoid drinking any thing 
strong, until you have finished your meal ; at the 
same time abstain from all sauces, or at least such as 
are not the most plain and simple.'* A man could not 
be well guilty of gluttony, if he stuck to these few 
obvious and easy rules. In the first case, there 
would be no variety of tastes to solicit his palate and 
occasion excess ; nor in the second, any artificial 
provocatives to relieve satiety, and create a false ap- 
petite. Were I to prescribe a rule for drinking, it 
should be formed upon a saying quoted by Sir Wil- 
liam Temple ; " the first glass for myself, the second 
** for my friends, the third for good-humour, and tlie 
* fourth for mine enemies." But because it is im- 
possible for one who lives in the world to diet him- 
self always in so philosophical a manner, I think every 
man should have his days of abstinence, according 
as his constitution will permit. These are great re- 
liefs to nature, as they tjiialify her for struggling with 
hunger and thirst, whenever any distemper or duty 
of life may put her upon such difficulties ; and at 
the same time give her an opportunity of extricating 
herself from her oppressions, and recovering the se- 
veral tones and springs of her distended vessels. 
Besides that abstinence, well-timed, often kills a sick- 
ness in embryo, and destroys the first seeds of an in- 
^sposition. It is observed by two or three ancient 
authors, that Socrates, notwithstanding he lived in 
Athens during that great plague^ which has made 
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•o much noise through all ages, and has been oel 
4brated at different times by such eminent hands ; 
•ay, notwithstanding that he lived in the time of th 
devouring pestilence, he never caught the least ii 
fection, which these writers unanimously ascribe ^ 
.that uninti^rrupted temperance which he always 61 
served. 

And here I cannot but mention an observati( 

which I have often made, upon reading the lives 

the philosophers, and comparing them with any s 

ries of kings or great men of the same number. 

we consider these ancient sages, a great part of who 

philosophy consisted in a temperate and abstemioi 

course of life, one would think the life of a philos 

pher and the life of a man were of two different date 

For we find that the generality of these wise me 

were nearer an hundred than sixty years of age 

the time of their respective deaths. But the mo 

remarkable instance of the efficacy of temperance t 

wards the procuring of long life, is what we me 

with in a little book published by Lewis Comaro tJ 

Venetian ; which I tibe rather mention, because it 

of undoubted credit, as the late Venetian ambasa 

dor, who was of the same family, attested more thi 

once in conversation, when he resided in Engian 

Comaro, who was the author of the little treatise 

am mentioning, was of an infirm constitution} un 

about forty, when by obstinately persisting in an exs 

course of temperance, he recovered a perfect sts 

of health ; insomuch that at fourscore he publish 

his book, which has been translated into English v 

der the title of " Sure and certain methods of attai 

ing a long and healthy life.'* He lived to give a thi 

and fourth edition of it, and after having passed 1 

hundredth year, died without pain or agony, and li 

one who falls asleep. The treatise I mention h 

been taken notice of by several eminent authors, a 

is written with such a spirit of cheerfuloesS) religi 
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ind good sense, as are the natural concomitants o^ 
temperance and sobriety. The mixture of the old 
'man in it is rather a recommendation than a discre- 
dit to it. 

Having designed this paper as a sequel to that upon 
exercise, I have not here considered temperance as 
it is a moral virtue, whkh I shall make the subject 
tf a future speculation^ but only as it is the means 
of health. Li. 
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Est Ulubrisy animus si te non defidt xquHS. Hqll* 

True happiness is to no place confined, 
But still IS found in a contented nund. 

* Mr. Spectator, 
* THERE is a particular fault which I have ob- 
served in most of the moralists in all ages, and that 
is, that they are always professing themselves and 
teaching others to be happy. This state is not to 
be arrived at in this life ; therefore I would recom- 
mend to you to talk in an humbler strain than your 
predecessors have done, and instead of presuming 
to be happy, instruct us only to be easy. The 
thoughts of him who would be discreet and aim at 
practicable things, should turn upon allaying our 
pain rather than promoting our joy. Great inqui- 
etude is to be avoided, but great felicity is not to 
be attadned. The great lesson is equanimity, a re- 
gularity of spirit, which is a little above cheer^ness 
and below mirth. Cheerfulness is always to be 
supported if a man is out of pain, but mirth to a 
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prudent man should always be accidental : it should 
naturally arise out of the occasion, and the occa- 
sion seldom be laid for it ; for those tempers who 
want mirth to be pleased, are like the constitutions 
which flag without the use of brandy. Therefore, 
I say, let your precept be, " Be easy." That mind is 
dissolute ai?d ungoverned, which must be hurried 
out of itself by loud laughter or sensual pleasure^ 
or else be wholly unactive. 

* There are a couple of old fellows of my ac- 
quaintance who meet every day and smoke a pipe^ 
and by their mutual love to each other, though 
they have been men of business and bustle in the 
worid, enjoy a greater tranquilUty than either could 
have worked himself into by any chapter of Seneca. 
Indolence of body and mind, when we aim at no 
more, is very frequently enjoyed ; but the very in- 
quiry after happiness has something restless in it, 
which a man who lives in a series of temperate 
meals, friendly convereations, and easy slumbers, 
gives himself no trouble about. While men of 
refinement are talking of tranquillity, he possess- 
es it. 

* What I would by these broken expressions re- 
commend to you, Mr. Spectator, is, that you would 
speak of the way of life, which plain men may pur- 
sue, to fill up the spaces of time with satisfisLction. 
It is a lamentable circumstance, that Mdsdom, oTi 
as you call it, philosophy, should furnish ideas only 
for the learned ; and that a man must be a philoso- 
pher to know how to pass away his time agreeably. 
It would therefore be worth your pains to place in 
an handsome light the relations and affinities among 
men, which render their conversation with each 
other so grateful, that the highest talents give but 
an impotent pleasure in comparison with them. You 
may find descriptions and discourses which will ren- 
der the fire-side of an honest artificer as entertain- 
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' ing as your own club is to you. Good-nature has 

* an endless source of pleasures in it ; and the re- 

* presentation of domestic life filled with its natural 

* gratifications, (instead of the necessary vexations 

* which are generally insisted upon in the writings 

* of the witty) will be a very good office to society. 

* The vicissitudes of labour and rest in the lower 
^ part of mankind make their being pass away with 

* with that sort of relish which we express by the 

* word Comfort ; and should be treated of by you, 

* who are a Spectator, as well as such subjects which 
' appear indeed more speculative, but are less in- 

* structive. In a word, Sir, I would have you turn 

* your thoughts to the advantage of such as want 

* you most ; and shew that simplicity, innocence, 

* industry, and temperance, are arts which lead to 

* tranquilUty, as much as learning, wisdom, know- 

* ledge, and contemplation. 

* I am. Sir, 
< Your most humble Servant, ^ 

« T. B. 

* Mr. Spectator,' Hackney^ Oct, 12. 

* I AM the young woman whom you did so much 
justice to some time ago, in acknowledging that I 
am perfect mistress of the fan, and use it with the 
utmost knowledge and dexterity. Indeed the world, 
as malicious as it is, will allow, that from an hurry of 
laughter I recollect myself the most suddenly, 
make a curtesy, and let fall my hands before me, 
closing my fan at the same instant, the best of any 
woman in England. I am not a little delighted that 
I have had your nbtice and approbation ; and how- 
ever other young women may rally me out of envy, 
I triumph in it, and demand a place in your friend- 
ship. You must therefore permit me to lay before 
you the present state of my mind. I was reading 
your Spectator of the ninth instant, and though^ 

L 2. 
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the circumstance of the ass divided between two bun- 
dles of hay which equally affected his senses, was a 
lively representation of my present condition ; for 
you are to know that I am extremely enamoured 
with two young gentlemen who at this time pretend 
to me. One must hide nothing when one is asking 
ad^ce, therefore I will own to you I am very ama- 
rous and very covetous. My lover Will is very 
rich, and my lover Tom very handsome. I can 
have either of them when I please : but when I 
debate the question in my own mind, I cannot take 
Tom for fear of losing Will's estate, nor enter upon 
Will's estate, and bid adieu to Tom's person. I 
am very young, and yet no one in the world, dear 
Sir, has tjie main chance more in her head than 
myself. Tom is the gayest, the blithest creature ! 
He dances well, is very civil and diverting at all 
hours and seasons. Oh, he is the joy of my eyes ! 
But then again. Will is so very rich and careftil of 
the main. How many pretty dresses does Tom 
appear in to charm me ! But then it immediately 
occurs to me, that a man of his circumstances is 
so much poorer. Upon the whole, I have at last 
examined both these desires of love and avarice^ 
and upon strictly weighing the matter I begin to 
think I shall be covetous longer than fond ; there- 
fore if you have nothing to say to the contrary, I 
shall take Will. Alas, poor Tom ! 
* Your humble servant, 
T. Biddy Loveless.* 
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No. CXCVII. TUESDAY, OCTOBER IS. 

Alter rixatur de lani saepe caprini, et 
PVopugnat nug;is armatus : scUicet, ut non 
Sit mihi prima fides ; & verd quod placet* ut noh 
Acriter elatrem* pretium aetas altera sordet. 



Ambigitur quid enim ? Castor sciat, an Docilis pl«i» 
Brundusium Numici meliiis via ducat, an App^. 



Holu 



One strives for trifles, and for toys contends : 
He is in earnest ; wluit he says, defends : 

* That I should not be trusted, right or wrongs 

* Or be debarred the freedom of my tongue, 

' And not bawl wltat I please : to part with this, 

* I think another life too mean a price.' 

The question is " Pray, what ?" — Why, which can boat^ 

Or Docilis, or Castor, knowing most ; 

Or whether thro' Numicum ben't as good 

To fair Brundusium, as the Appian road. Cri!eck. 

EVERY age a man passes through, and way of 
life he engages in, has some particular vice or im- 
perfection naturally cleaving to it, which it will re- 
quire his nicest care to avoid. The several weaknes- 
ses to which youth, old age, and manhood are ex- 
posed, have long since been set down by many both 
of the poets and philosophers ; but I do not remem- 
ber to have met with any author who has treated of 
those ill habits men are subject to, not so much by 
reason of their different ages and tempers, as the 
particular profession or business in which they were 
educated and brought up. 

I am the more surprised to find this subject so lit- 
€e touched on, since what I am here speaking of is 
so apparent, as hot to escape the most vulgar obser- 
vation. The business men are chiefly conversant in, 
does not only give a certain cast or turn to their 
ihinds, but is very often apparent in their outward 
behaviour, and some of the most indifferent acUoos 
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of their liTeft. It is this sdr diffusing itself orer the 
whole man, which helps us to find out a person at 
his first appearance ; so that the most careless ob- 
server fencies he can scarce be mistaken in the caf" 
riage of a seaman or the gidt of a taylor. 

The liberal arts, though thej may possibly hare 
less effect on our external mien and behaviouTf make 
so deep an impression on the mind, as is very apt to 
bend it wholly one way. 

The mathematician will take little less than de- 
monstration in the most common discourse, and the 
schoolman is as great a friend to definitions and syl- 
logisms. The physician and divine are often hesird 
to dictate in private companies with the same autho- 
rity they exercise over their patients and disciples ; 
while the lawyer is putting cases and raising matter 
for disputation out of every thing that occurs. 

I may possibly some time or other animadvert more 
at large on the particular fault each profession is most 
infected vdth ; but shall at present wholly apply my- 
self to the cure of what I last mentioned, namely that 
spirit of strife and contention in the conversations of 
gentlemen of the long robe. 

This is the more ordinary, because these gentle- 
men regarding argument as their own proper pro- 
vince, and very often making ready-money of it, 
think it unsafe to yield before company. They are 
shewing in common talk how zealously they- could 
defend a cause in court, and therefore frequently for- 
get to keep that temper which is absolutely requi- 
site te render conversation pleasant and instructiye. 

Captain Sentry pushes this matter so far, that I 
have heard him say, ^ He has known but few plead- 
•* ers that were tolerable company.** 

The captain, who is a man of ; good sense, but dry 
conversation, was last night giving me an account of m. 
discourse, in which he had lately been engaged vnth a 
young wrangler vk the law. I was giving my opinioii> . 
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ttfs the captain, without apprehending any debate 
that might arise from it, of a general's behaviour in 
a battle that was fought some years before either the 
Templar or myself were bom. The young lawyer 
immediately took me up, and by reasoning above 
a quarter of an hour upon a subject which I saw he 
understood nothing off endeavoured to shew me that 
my opinions were ill-grounded. Upon which, says 
tjie captain, to avoid any farther contests, I told him, 
That truly I had not considered those several argu- 
ments which he had brought against me, and that 
there might be a great deal in them. Ay, but, says 
my antagonist,- who would not let me escape «o, there 
are several things to be urged in favour of your opini- 
on which you have omitted j and thereupon begun to 
shine oa the other side of the question. Upon this, 
•ays the captain, I came over to my first sentiments, 
and "entirely acquiesced in his reasons for my so doing. 
Upon which the Templar again recovered his former 
posture, and confuted both himself and me a third time. 
In short, says my friend, I found he was resolved to 
Iteep me at sword's length, and never let me close 
with him, so that I had nothing left but to hold my 
tongue, and give my antagonist free leave to smile 
at his victory, who I found, like Hudibras, " could 
" still change sides, and still confute." 

For my own part, I have ever regarded our inns of 
court as nurseries of statesman and law-givers, which 
makes me often frequent that part of the town with 
great pleasure. 

Upon my calling in lately at one of the most noted 
Temple coffee-houses, I found the whole room which 
was foil of young students, divided into several par- 
ties, each of which was deeply engaged in some con- 
troviersy. The management of the late ministry was 
attacked and defended with great vigour ; and seve- 
ral preliminaries to the peace was proposed by some, 
and rejected by others ; the demohshing of Dunkiiic 
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was ao eagerly insisted on, and so warmly cc»itra 
verted, as had like to have produced a challenge 
In short, I observed that the desire of victory, whet 
ted with the little prejudices of party and interest 
generally carried the argument to such a height, a 
made the disputants insensibly conceive an aversio! 
towards each other, and part with the highest dis 
satisfaction on both sides. 

The managing an argument handsomely being s 
nice a point, and what I have seen so very few exec 
in, I shall here set down a few rules on that heac 
which, among other things, I gave in writing to 
young kinsman of mine, who had made so great 
proficiency in the law, that he began to plead in coin 
pany upon every subject that was started. 

Having the entire manuscript by me, I may, pei 
haps, from time to time, publish such parts of it a 
I shall think requisite for the instruction of th 
British youth. What regards my present purpoa 
is as follows : 

Avoid disputes as much as possible. In order f 
appear easy and well-bred in conversation, you ma 
assure yourself that it requires more wit, as well a 
more good-humour, to improve than to contradict th 
liodons of another ; but if you are at any time oblige 
to enter on an argument, give your reasons with th 
utmost coolness and modesty, two things which scare 
ever fail of inaking an impression on the hearers 
Besides, if you are neither dogmatical, nor she^ 
either by your actions or words, that you are full o 
yourself, all will the more heartily rejoice at yo«i 
victory. Nay, should you be pinched in your argu 
ment, you may make your retreat with a very gocK 
grace : you were never positive, and are now glai 
to be better informed. This has made some approTi 
the Socratical way of reasoning, where while yoi 
scarce afHrm any thing, you can hardly be caugh 
ki an absurdity ; and though possibly you are endea 
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iKNiring to bring over another to your opinion, which 
as firmly fixed> you seem only to desire information 
fit>m him. 

In order to keep that temper which is so difficulty 
and yet so necessary to preserve, you may please to 
conuder, that nothing can be more unjust or ridicu- 
lous, than to be angry with another because he is 
not of your opinion. The interests, education, and 
means by which men attain their knowledge, are so 
Tery different, that it is impossible they should all 
&ink ahke ; and he has at least as much reason to 
be angry with you, as you with him. Sometimes, to 
keep yourself cool, it may be of service to ask your- 
self fairly. What might have been your opinion, had 
jou all die biases of education and interest your ad- 
versary may possibly have ? But if you contend for 
the honour of victory alone, you may lay down this 
as an in&llible maxim. That you cannot make a 
more false step, or give your antagonists a greater 
advantage over you, than by falling into a passion. 

When an argument is over, how many weighty 
itasons does a man recollect, which his heat and vio- 
lence made him utterly forget ? 

It is yet more absurd to be angry vnth a man be- 
cause he does not appreh«nd the force of your rea- 
sons, or give weak ones of his own. If you argue for 
reputation, this makes your victory the easier ; he 
is certainly in all respects an object of your pity, ra- 
ther than anger ; and if he cannot comprehend what 
you do, you ought to thank nature for her favours, 
who has g^ven you so much the clearer under^ 
•tanking. 

You may please to add this consideration. That 
among your equals no one values your anger, which 
odIj preys upon its master ; and perhaps you may 
find it is not very consistent either with prudence or 
your ease, to punish yourself whenever you meet 
with a fool or a knave. 
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Lastly, If you propose to yourself the true end of 
argument which is information, it may be a season* 
iftble check to your passion ; for if you search purely 
after truth, it will be almost indifferent to you where 
you find it. I cannot in this place omit an observap 
tion which I haYe often made, namely, That notlun^ 
procures a man more esteem and less envy from the 
whole company, than if he chooses the part of mode- 
rator, without engaging directly on either side in k 
dispute. This gives him the character of impartiialy 
furnishes him with an opportunity of sifting things tb 
the bottom, shewing his judgment, and of some^ 
times making handsome compfiments to each of ibfi 
contending parties. 

1 shall close this subject with giving you one cau- 
tion ; when you have gsdned a victory, do not push 
it too far ; it is sufficient to let the company anil 
your adversary see it is in your power, but that yok 
are too generous to make use of it. XJ ' 
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Cervx luporum prxda rapacium 

Sectamur ultro, quos opimus 

Fallere & effu|;ere est triumphus. HoRi 

yfe, like the stag, the brinded wolf provokei 
And, when retreat is victory, 
Rush on, though sure to die. Akon. 

THERE is a species of women, whom I shall dis- 
tinguish by the name of Salamanders. Now a Sala- 
mander is a kind of heroine in chastity, that treadar 
upon fire, and lives in the midst of flames without 
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bdng hurt. A salamander knows no distinctioi;! of 
<ex in those she converses with, grows familiar with 
t stranger at first sight, and is not so narrow-spirited 
as to observe whether the person she talks to, be in 
breeches or petticoats. She admits a male visitant 
to her bed-side, plays with him a whole afternoon 
It piquet, walks ¥rith him two or three hours by 
ifioon-light, and is extremely scandalized at the un« 
reasonableness of a husband, or the severity of a 
parent, that would debar the sex from such innocent 
I3)erdes. Your Salamander is therefore a perpetual 
declaimer against jealousy, and admirer of the French 
good-breeding, and a great stickler for freedom in 
conversation. In short, the Salamander lives in an 
invincible state of simplicity and innocence ; her con- 
ititution is preserved in a kind of natural frost ; she 
wonders what people mean by temptations, and de- 
fies mankind to do their worst. Her chastity is en- 
gaged in a constant ordeal, or fiery trials : like good 
Queen Emma, the pretty innocent walks blindfold 
among burning plough-shares, without being scorch- 
ed, or singed by them. 

It is not therefore for the use of the Salamander, 
whether in a married or single state of life, that I 
design the following paper ; but for such females only 
as are made of flesh and blood, and find themselves 
subject to human frailties. 

As for this part of the fair-sex who are not of the 
Salamander kind, I would most earnestly advise them 
to observe a quite different conduct in their behaviour; 
Mid to avoid as much as possible what religion calls 
temptations, and the world opportimities. Did they 
but know how many thousands of their sex have 
been gradually betrayed from innocent freedoms to 
fuin and infamy ; and how many millions of ours have 
begun with flatteries, protestations, and endearments, 
but ended with reproaches, perjury and perfidious- 
Jiess ; they would shun like death the very first ap- 

VOL. III. M 
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approaches of one that might lead them into ines 
ca$le labyrinths of guilt and misery. I must so 
give, up the cause of the male world, as to exl 
ibit female sex iu the language of. Chajxiosxt in: 
Orphan; 

" Trust not a msui, we are by nature fals^ 

«< Dissembling, subtle, cruel and inconstant ; 

" When a man talks of love, -with caution trust him : 

" But if he swears, hell certainiy deceive thee." 

I might very much enlarge upon this subject, 
shall conclude it with a story wliich I lately be 
from one of our Spanish officers, and which r 
shew the danger a woman incurs by too great fan 
arities with a male companion. 

An inhabitant of the Ijingdom of Castile, beiu 
man of more than ordinary prudence, and of a gr 
composed behaviour, determined about the fifti 
year of his age to enter upon wedlock. In ordei 
miake himself easy in it, he cast his eye upon a yo\ 
woman who had nothhig to recommend her but 
beauty and her education, her parents having h 
reduced to great poverty by the wars, which for sc 
years have laid that whole country waste. The C 
tilian having made his addresses to her and ma 
ed her, they lived together in perfect happiness 
sometime ; when at length the husband's affairs m 
it necessary for him to take a voyage to the kingd 
of Naples, where a great part of his estate lay. 1 
wife loved him too tenderly to be left behind h 
They had not been a shipboard above a day, w. 
they unluckily fell into the hands of an Algerine 
rate, who carried the whole company on shore, i 
made them slaves. The Castilian and his wife ! 
the i^mfortto be under the same master; who g 
ing how dearly they loved one another, and gas] 
'after their liberty, demanded a most exorbitant pi 



THE SPECTATOR. '" 129 

■ftr thefr rttnsom. The Gastilian, though he would ra- 
ther have died in slavery himself, than have paid 
filch a sum as he found would go near to ruin him, 
iras 50 moved with compassion towards his wife, that 
*he sent repeated orders to his friend in Spain (who 
happened to be his next relation) to sell his estate, 
md transmit the money to him. His friend hoping 
that the terms of his ransom might be made more 
reasonable^ and unwilling to sell an estate which he 
himself had some prospect of inheriting, formed so 
nany delays, that three whole years passed away 
irithout any tiling being done for the setting them dt 
lilwrty. 

There happened to live a French renegado in the 
"ttLTne place where the Castilian and his wife were 
kept prisoners. As this fellow had in him all the vi- 
vacity of his nation, he often entertained the captives 
with accounts of his own adventures ; to which he 
sometimes added a song or a dance, or some othelr 
piece of mirth, to divert them during their confine- 
ment. His acquaintance with the manners of the 
Algcrines* enabled him likewise to do them several 
good offices. The Castilian, as he was one day in 
conversation with this renegado, discovered to him 
the negligence and treachery of his correspondent in 
Castile, and at the same time asked his advice how 
he should behave himself in that exigency: he fur- 
ther told the renegado, that he found it would be im- 
possible for him to raise the money, unless he him- 
self might go over to dispose of his estate.' The tc- 
negado, after having represented to him that hia 
Algerine master would never consient to his releasiB 
upon such a pretence, at length contrived a method 
for the Castilian to make his escape in the habit of a 
leaman. The Castilian succeeded in his attempt; 
and having sold bis estate, being afraid le^t the mo- 
ney should miscarry by the way, and determined to 
perish with it rather tlian lose one who was much 
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dearer to him than his life^ he returned himself Sn a. 
little vessel that was going to Algiers.. It is impos^ 
tible to describe the joy he felt upon this occasion^ 
when Le considered that he should soon see the wife 
whom he so much loved, and endear himself more to 
her by this uncommon piece of generosity. 

The renegado, during the husband's absence, sa 
insinuated himself into the good graces of his young 
wife, and so turned her head with stories of gallantry^ 
that she quickly thought him the finest gentleman she 
had ever conversed with. To be brief, her mind was 
quite alienated from the honest Castilian, whom she was 
taught to look upon as a formal old fellow unworthy 
the possession of so charming a creature. She had 
been instructed by the renegado how to manage her- 
self upon his arrival ; so that she received him with 
an appearance of the utmost love and gratitude, and 
at length persuaded him to trust their common friend 
the renegado with the money he had brought over 
for their ransom ; as not questioning but he would 
beat down the terms of it, and negotiate the affair 
more to their advantage than they themselves could 
do. The good man admired her prudence, and fol- 
lowed her ad^dce. I wish I could conceal the sequel 
of this story, but since I cannot, I shall dispatch it 
• in as few words as possible. The Castilian having 
. slept longer than ordinary the next morning, upon 
his awaking found->liis wife had left him ; he imme- 
diately arose and enquired after her, but was told that 
she vras seen with the renegado about break of day. 
In a word, her lover having got all things ready for 
theur departure, they soon made their escape out of 
the territories of Algiers, carried away the money, 
and left the Castilian in captivity ; who partly through 
the cruel treatment of the incensed Algerine his 
master, and partly through the unkind usage of his 
iwifaithfiU wife, died some few months after. L» 
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r^i »— Scribere jussit amor. Ovid. 
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Love bade me write. 

THE following letters are written with such an air 
cf sincerity, that I cannot deny the inseiting of them. 
< Mr. Spectator, 

* THOUGH jrou are every where in your writings 
a friend to women, I do not remember that you 
have directly considered the mercenary practice of 
men in the choice of wives. If you would please 
tD employ your thoughts upon that subject, you 
would easily conceive the miserable conditioti many 
of us are in, who not only from the laws of custom 
and modesty are restrained from making any ad- 
vances towards our wishes, but are also from the 
circumstance of fortune, out of all hope of being 
addressed to by those whom we love. Under all 
these disadvantages, I am obliged to apply myself 
to you, and hope I shall prevail with you to print 
in your very next paper the foUowmg letter, which 
is a declaration of passion to one who has made 
some feint addresses to me for some time. I believe 
he ardently loves me, but the inequality of my for- 
tune makes him think he cannot answer it to the 
world, if he pursues his designs by way of marri- 
age; and I believe, as he does not want discern- 
ment, he discovered me looking at him the other 
day unawares, in such a manner as has ndsed his 
hopes of gaining me on terms the men call easier. 
But my heart, was very full on this occasion, and if 
you know what love and honour are, you will par- 
don me that I use no farther argumer:ts with you, 
but hasten to my letter to him, whom I call Oroon- 
dates, because if I do not succeed, it shall look. 

M 2 
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^ like romance; and if I am regarded/ jou shall 
' ceive a pair of gloves at my wedding, sent you \ 
* der the name of Statira. 



To OROONDATES. 

Sir, 

* AFTER very much perplexity in myself, a 

revolving how to acquaint you with my own set 

ments, and expostulate with you concerning you 

I have chosen this way, by which means I can 

at once revealed to you, or, if you please, lie c< 

cealed. If I do not within a few days find the • 

fects which I hope from this, the whole affair sli 

be buried in oblivion. But alas ! what am I goi 

to do, when I am about to tell you that I love yc 

But after I have done so, .1 am to assure you, t 

with all the passion which ever entered a ten< 

heart, I know I can banish you from my sight 

ever, when I am convinced that you have no in- 

nations towards me but to my dishonour. But ali 

Sir, why should you sacrifice the real and essen 

happiness of life, to the opinion of a world, t; 

moves upon no other foundation but professed 

ror and prejudice? You all can observe that ric] 

alone do not make you happy, and yet give 

every thing else when it stands in competition w 

riches. Since the world is so bad, that religior 

left to us silly women, and you men act genen 

upon principles of profit and pleasure, 1 will t 

ID you without arguing from any thing but w 

may be most to your advantage as a man of 

world. And I will lay before you the state of 

case, supposing that you had it in your powei 

make me your mistress, or your wife, and hop< 

convince yt>u that the latter is more for your inl 

est, and will contpbute ippre to your pleasure.. 
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< We will suppose then the scene was laid^ and 
you were now in expectation of the approaching 
evening wherein I was to meet you, and be carried 
to what convenient comer of the town you thought 
fit, to consummate all which your wanton imagination 
has promised you in the possession of one who is 
in the bloom of youth, and in the reputation of inno- 
cence; you would soon have enough of me, as I 
am sprightly, young, g^y, and airy. When fieuicy 
is sated, and finds all the promises it made itself 
&lse, where is now the innocence which charmed 
you ? The first hour you are alone you will find that 
the pleasure of a debauchee is only that of a de- 
stroyer; he blasts all the fruit he tastes, and where 
the brute has been devoiuing, there is nothing left 
worthy the relish of the man. Reason resumes her 
place after imagination is cloyed ; and I am, with 
the utmost distress and confusion, to behold myself 
the cause of uneasy reflections to you, to be visited 
by stealth, and dwell for the fiiture with the two 
companions (the most unfit for each other in the 
world) solitude and guilt. I will not insist upon the 
shamefiil obscurity we should pass our time in, nor 
run over the little short snatches of fresh air, and 
free commerce which all people must be satis- 
fied with, whose actions will not bear examination, 
but leave them to your reflections, who have seen 
of that life, of which I have but a mere idea. 
* On the other hand, if you can be so good and ge- 
nerous as to make me your vrife, you may promise 
yourself all the obedience and tenderness with 
which gratitude can inspire a virtuous woman. 
Whatever gratifications you inay promise yourself 
from an agreeable person, whatever compliances 
from an easy temper, whatever consolations from 
a sincere friendship, you may expect as the due of 
your generosity. What at present in your ill view 
you promise yourself frouji me, will be followed by 



134 H£ SPECTATOR. 

distaUte and satiety ; but the transports of a yirtui^ 
ous love are the least port of its happiness. The 
raptures of innocent passion are but like lightning 
to tha day, they rather interrupt than advance the 
pleasure of it. How happy then is that life to be, 
where the highest pleasures of sense are but the 
lowest parts of its felicity ? 

* Now I am to repeat to you the unnatural request 
of taking me in direct terms. I know there stttids 
between me and that happiness, the haughty daugh- 
ter of a man who can give you suitably to your for- 
tune. But if you weigh the attendance and beha- 
viour of her who comes to you in partnership of 
your fortune, and expects an equivalent, with that 
of her who enters your house as honoured and 
obliged by that permission, whom of the two will 
you choose? You, perhaps, will think fit to spend a 
day abroad in the commcm entertainment of mien 
of sense and fortune ; she vnll think herself ill used 
in that absence, and contrive at home an expence 
proportioned to the appearance which you make in 
the world. She is in all things to have a regard to 
the fortune which she brought you, I to the fortune 
to which you introduced me. The commerce be- 
tween you two will eternally have the air of a bar- 
gain, betvreen us of a friendship : joy vnll ever en- 
ter into the room vrith you, and kind wishes attend 
my benefactor when he leaves it. Ask yourself, how 
would you be pleased to enjoy for ever the pleasure 
of having laid an immediate obligation on a grateful 
mind? such will be your case with me. In the 
other marriage you will live in a constant compari- 
son of benefits, and never know the happiness of 
tionferring or receiving any. 

* It may be you will, after all, act rather in the 
prudential way, according to. the sense of the ordi- 
nary world. I know not what I think or say, when 
that melancholy reflection comes upon me ; but shall 
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' onlf add more, that it is in your power to make mc 

* your grateful wife> but never your abandoned mis- 

* tress/ T. 
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Vincit amor patriae—— Vi*», 

The noblest motive is the public good. 

THE ambition of princes is many times as hurtful 
to themselves as to their people. This cannot be 
doubted of such as prove unfortunate in their wars, 
but it is often too true of those who are celebrated for 
their successes. If a severe view were to be taken of 
their conduct, if the profit and loss by their wars could 
be justly balanced, it would be rarely found that the 
conquest is sufficient to repay the cost. 

As I was the other day looking over the letters of 
my correspondents, I took this hint from that of 
Philarithmus ; which has turned my present thoughts 
upon political arithmetic, an art of greater use tiian 
entertainment. My friend has offered an essay to« 
wards proving that Lewis XIV. with all his acqui- 
sitions is not master of more people than at the be- 
ginning of his wars ; nay, that for every subject h© 
had acquired, he had lost three that were his inheri- 
tance ; if Philarithmus is not mistaken in his calcu- 
lations, Lewis must have been impoverished by hit 
ambition. 

The prince for the public good has a sovereign 
property in every private person's estate, and conse- 
quently his riches must increase or decrease in piro- 
portion to the number and riches of his subjects. 
For example : if sword or pestilence should destroy 
all the people of this metropolis, God forbid there 
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should be room for such a supposition! but if this 
sihould be the case, the Queen must needs lose a 
^reat part of her revenue, or, at least, what it is 
charged upon the city must increase the burthen up- 
on the rest of her subjects. Perhaps the inhabitants 
here are not above the tenth part of the whole ; yet 
as they are better fed, and clothed, and lodged, than 
her other subjects, the customs and excises upon their 
consumption, the imposts upon their houses, and 
other taxes, do very probably make a fifth part of 
the whole revenue of the crown. But this is not all ; 
the consumption of the city takes oflf a great part of 
jthe fruits of the whole island : and as it pays such a 
proporticm of the rent or yearly value of the. lands in 
the country, so it is the cause of paying such a pfo- 
portion of taxes upon ihose lands. The loss then of 
«uch a people must needs be sensible to the princej 
and visible to the whole kingdom. 

On the other hand, if it should please God to -drop 
from heaven a ucw people equal in number and rich- 
es to the city, I should be ready to think their ex- 
cises, customs, and house-rent would raise as i^reat 
« revenue to the crown as would be lost in the foiv 
ner case. And as the consumption of this new body 
would be a new market for the fruits of the coontry, 
c(U the lands, especially those most adjacent, wouM 
rise in their yearly value, and pay greater yearly tax- 
es to the public. The gain in this case would be as 
sensible as the former loss. 

Whatsoever is assessed upon the general, is levied 
upon individuals. It were worth the while then to 
consider what is paid by, or by means of, the mean- 
est subjects, in order to cosnpute the value of every 
^hjeot<to the prince. 

For my own part, I shouldbelieve that seven-eighth* 

of the people are without property in themselves or 

the heads of their leanilies, and forced to work for 

i^eir daily bread; and1iialo£\]bn9c>tV\!bt!K«res^eA 



millions in the whde island of Great-Britain ; and 
yet one would imagine that seven-eighths of the whole 
people should consume at least three-fourths of tlie 
whole fruits of the country. If this is the case, the 
subjects without property pay three-fourths of the 
rents, and consequently enable the landed men to 
pay three-fourths of their taxes. Now if so great a 
part of the land-tax were to be divided by seven mil- 
lions, it would amount to more than three shillings 
to every head. And thus as the poor are the causet 
without which the rich could not pay this tax, ^ven 
the poorest subjects is upon this account worth three 
shillings yearly to the prince. » 

Again: one would imagaine the consumption of 
seven-eighths of the whole people, should pay two- 
thirds of all the customs and excises. And if this 
sum too should be divided by seven millions, viz. 
the number of poor people, it would amount to more 
than seven shillings to every head : and therefore 
with tliis and the former sum every poor subject, 
without property, except of his limbs or labour, is 
worth at least ten shillings yearly to the sovereign. 
So much then the iqueen loses with every one of her 
oldy and gains with every one of her new subjects. 

When I was got into this way of thuiking, I pre- 
sently grew conceited with the argument, and was 
just preparing to wiite a letter of advice to a mem- 
ber of parliament, for opening the freedom of our 
towns and trades, for taking away all manner of dis- 
tinctions between the natives and foreigners, for re- 
pealing our laws of parish-settlements, and removing 
every other obstacle to the increase of the people. 
But as soon as I had recollected with what inimitable 
eloquence my fellow labourers had exaggerated the 
mischiefs of selling the birth right of Britons for a 
billing, of spoiling tlie pure British blood with fo- 
reign mixtures, of introducing a confusion of lan- 
guages and religions, and of letting m «>\,T9Xv^t.\% Xjb 
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cat the bread out of the mouths of our own peopte^ 
I became so humble as to let my project fall to the 
ground, and leave my country to increase by the 
ordinary way of generation. 

As I have always at heart the public good, so I am 
ever contriving schemes to promote it; and I think I 
may without vanity pretend to have contrived some as 
wise as any of the castle-builders. I had no sooner 
given up my former project, but my head was pre- 
sently full of drsdning fens and marshes, banking out 
the sea, and joining new lands to my country ; for 
since it is thought impracticable to increase the peo- 
ple to the land, I fell immediately to consider how 
much would be gained to the prince by indressing 
the land to the people. 

If the same omnipotent Power which made the 
world, should at this time raise out of the ocean and 
join to Great-Britain an equal extent of land, with 
equal buildings, com, cattle and other conveniences 
and necessaries of life, but no men, women nor chil- 
dren, I should hardly believe this would add either 
to the riches of the people, or revenue of the prince ; 
for since the present buildings are sufficient for all 
the inhabitants, if any of them should forsake the 
old to inhabit the new part of the island, the increase 
of house-rent in this would be attended with at least 
an equal decrease of it in the other: besides we have 
such a sufficiency of com and cattle, that we give, 
bounties to our neighbours to take what exceeds of 
the former off our hands, and we will not suffer any 
of the latter to be imported upon us by our fellow- 
subjects : and for the remaining product of the coun- 
try it is already equal to all our markets. But if all 
these things should be doubled to the same buyers, the 
owners must be glad with half their present prices, 
the landlords with half their present rents ; and thus 
by so great an enlargement of the country, the rents 
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in the whole would not. increase, nor the taxes to the 
public. 

On the contrary, I should believe they would be very 
much diminished; for as the land is only valuable for 
its fruits, and these are all perishable, and for the most 
part must either be used within the year, or perish 
without use, the owners will get rid of them at any 
rate, rathertlian they should waste in their possessions 
so that it is probable the annual production of those 
perishable things, even of one tenth part of them, be- 
yond all possibility of use, will reduce one half of their 
value* . It seems to be for this reason that our neigh* 
hour merchants who engross all the spices, and know 
how great a quantity is equal to the demand, destroy 
all that exceeds it. It were natural then to think that 
the annual production of twice as much as can be used 
must reduce all to an eighth part of their present pri- 
ces; and thus this extended island would not exceed 
one-fourth part of the present value, or pay more than 
one-fourth part of the present. tax. 

It is generally observed, that in countries of the 
greatest plenty there is the poorest living ; like the 
schoolmen's ass in one of my speculations, the peo- 
ple almost starve betweei\ two meals. The truth is, 
the poor, which are the bulk of a nation, vroxk only 
that, they may live; and if with two day's labour they 
can get a wretched subsistence, they will hardly be 
brought to work the other four: but then, with the 
wages of two days, they can neither pay such prices for 
their pix)visions, nor such excises to the government. 
That paradox therefore in old Hesiod ^xioy vifMcrv 
«rd(vrof, or half is more than the whole, is very appli- 
caMe tp the present case ; since nothing is more true 
ill political arithmetic, than that the same people with 
half the country is more valuable than with the whole. 
I beg^ to think there was nothing absurd in Sir W. 
Petty, when he fancied if all the Highlands of Scot- 
land and the whole kingdom of Ireland were sunk in 
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the ocean, so that the people were all saved and brought 
into the lowlands of Great Britain; nay, tliough they 
were to be reimbui-sed the ^-ahie of their estates by 
the body of the people, yet both the sovereign and the 
subjects in general would be enriched by the very loss. 
If the people only make the riches, the &ther of 
ten children is a greater benefactor to his country^ 
than he who has added to it 10,000 acres of land aiKl 
no people. It is certain Lewis has joined vast tracts 
of land to his dominions : but if Philarithmussays true, 
that he is not now master of so many subjects as be- 
fore, we may then account for his not being able to 
bring such mighty armies into the field, and for their 
being neither so well fed, nor clothed, nor pjdd as for- 
merly. The reason is plain, Lewis must needs have 
been impoverished not only by liis loss of subjectSi 
but by his acquisition of lands. T. 
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Religentem esse oporteti religiosum nefas. 

AuLus Gellius. 

A man should be religious, not superstitious. 

IT is of the last importance to season the passions 
of a child with devotion, which seldom dies in a mind 
that has received an early tincture of it. Though it 
may seem extinguished for a while by the cares of 
the woHd, the heats of youth, or the allurements of 
vice, it generally breaks out and discovers itself again 
as soon as discretion, consideration, age, or misfor^ 
tunes have brought the man to himself. The fire may 
be covered and over-laid, but cannotbe entirely quench- 
odand smothered. 
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A state of temperance, sobriety, and justice, with- 
out devotion, is a cold, lifeless, insipid condition of 
virtue, and is rather to be stiled philosophy than re- 
ligion. Devotion opens the mind to great conceptions, 
and fills it*with more sublime ideas than any that are 
to be met with in the most exalted science ; and at 
the same time warms and agitates tlic soul more than 
sensual pleasure. 

It has been observed by some writers, that man is 
more distinguished from the animal world by devo- 
tion than by reason, as sevei*al brute creatures disco- 
ver in their actions something like a faint pjlimmer- 
ing of reason, though they betray in no single circuni- 
stance of their behaviour any thing tliat bears the least 
aflinity to devotion. It is ceitain the propensity of tlie 
mind to religious worship, tlie natural tendency of the 
soul to {ly to some superior being for succour in dan- 
gers and distresses, the gratitude to an invisible su- 
perintendant which arises in us upon receiving any 
cxlraoixlinary and luiexpected good fortune, the acts 
of love artd admiration with which the thoughts of 
men are so wonderfully transported in meditating up- 
on the divine perfections, and the universal concur- 
rence of all the nations under heaven in the great ar- 
ticle of ^oration, plainly shew, that devotion or re- 
ligious worship must be the effect of tradition from 
some first founder of mankind, or that it is conform- 
able to the natural light of reason, or that it proceeds 
fitmi instinct implanted in the soul itself. For my 
part, I look upon all these to be the concurrent cau 
ses ; but which ever of them shall be assigned as the 
principle of divine worship, it manifestly points to a 
SJupreme Being as the fii'st author of it. 

I may take some other opportunity of considerijig 
those particular forms and methods of devotion which 
are taught us by Christianity ; but shall here observe 
into what errors even this divine principle may sovcv^i- 
times lead us, when it is not modcratci^VX^^ XiaaJLTv^gc*. 
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reason which was given us as the guide of all our 
actions. 

The two great errors into which a mistaken devo-* 
tion may betray us, are enthusiasm and soperBthkn. 

There is not a more melancholy chjedt than a man 
who has his head turned witli religioua enthusiasm. 
A person that is crazed, though with pride or nuu- 
lice, is a sight very mortifying to human nature; but 
when the distemper arises from any indiscreet fer- 
vours of devoti(»i, or too intense an application of the 
mind to its mistaken duties, it deserves our compas- 
sion in a more particular manner. We may however 
learn this lesson from it, that since devotion itself 
(which one would be apt to think could not be too 
warm) may disorder the mind, unless its heats are 
tempered with caution and prudence, we should be 
particularly careM to keep our reason as cool as pog- 
sible, and to guard ourselves in all parts of life against 
the influence of passion, imagination, and constitu- 
tion. 

Devotion, when it does not lie under the check of 
reason, is very apt to degenerate into enthusiasm. 
When the mind finds herself very much inflamed 
with her devotions, she is too much inclined to thidk 
they are not of her o\vn kindling,but blown up' by -som^ 
thing divine within her. If she indulges this thought 
to<) far, and ♦humours the growing passion, she at last 
Hinijjs herself into imaginaiy raptures and ecstacifes; 
and when once she fancies herself under the influ- 
ence of a divine impulse, it is no wonder if she slights 
human oKlinanccs, and refuses to comply with any 
established form of religion, as thinking herself di- 
rected by a much superior guide. 

As enthusiasm is a kind of excess in devotion, su- 
perstition is the excess not only of devotion, but of 
religion in general, accoiding to an old heathen say- 
ing-, quoted by Aulus Gellius, ReHgente?n esse qfiortety 
reiigioawn nejus; a man sYvauXdb^ \^\\^wsss wot s»- 
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perstitious: for, as the author tells us, Ni^dius ob- 
served upon this passage, that the Latin words which 
terminate in osua generally imply vicious characters, 
and the having of any quality to an excess. 

An enthusiast in religion is like an obstinate clown, 
a superstitious man like an insipid courtier. Enthu- 
siasm has something in it of madness, superstition of 
folly. Most of the sects that &11 short of the church 
of Elngland have in them stn»ig tinctures of enthu- 
suasm, as the Roman Catholic religion is one huge 
overgrown body of childish and idle superstitions. 

The Roman Catholic church seems indeed irreco- 
verably lost in this particular. If an absurd dress or 
behaviour be introduced in the world, it will soon be 
found out and discarded : on the contraiy, a habit or 
ceremony, though never so ridiculous, which has ta- 
ken sanctuary m the church, sticks in it for ever. A 
Gothic bishop, perhaps, thought it proper to repeat 
such a form in such particular shoes or slippers ; an- 
other fancied it would be very decent if such a part 
of public devotions were performed with a mitre on 
his head, and a crosier in his hand. To this a brother 
Vandal, as wise as the others, adds an antic di*ess, 
which he cor.ceived would allude very aptly to such 
and such mysteries, until by degrees the whole office 
has degenerated into an empty show. 

Their successors see the vanity and inconvenience 
of these ceremonies ; but instead of reforming, per- 
haps add others, which they think more significant, 
and which take possession in the same manner, and 
are never to be driven out after thty have been once 
admitted. I have seen the pope oHiciatc at St. Peter's, 
where, for two hours together, he was busied in putting^ 
on or off his difierent accoutrements, according to tlie 
different parts he was to act in them. 

Nothing is so glorious in the eyes of mankind, and 
ornamental to human nature, setting aside the mfovte 
advaii^g«9 which arise fjx>m it, as a st.i:ou^<) c^^^t 
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wiancwline i^ety ; but enthusiaam and supemitidn m 
die tpcakneBSCs of human Teaaoii) that expose ua tv 
tjbie acorn and dciiaion of infidela) and akdL ua even 
below the beaata that periah. 

Idc^atry may be looked upon aa anodier ermraria- 
ing fir«»n miataken devotion ; but becauae reflections 
on that aubject vould be of no uae to an Engliah 
(ler, I ahall not enlarge upon it. L. 



No. CX:iI. MONDAY, OCTOBER 22. 

Sxpe decern vitits instrectior odit & horret. " Ro^ 

Many, though faultier much theroselveB, pretend 
Their less offending neighbours ^ults to inen4* 

THE other day, as I passed along the street) I saw 
a sturdy apprentice boy disputing with an hackney- 
coachman; and in an instant, upon some word of pro- 
vocation, tjifow off his hat and periwig, clench hitf fiatj 
and strike the fellow a slap on the &ce ; at the same 
time calling him rascal, and telling him he was a geUf 
tleman's son. The young gentleman was, it seema, 
bound to a blackstnith ; and the debate arose about 
payment for some work done about a coachi ne«r 
which they fought. His master, during the combalf 
was full of his boy's praises ; and as he called to him 
to play with his hand and foot, and throw in his headi 
he made all us who stood round him of his party^ by 
declaring the boy had very good friends, and he could 
trust him with untold gold. As I am generally in the 
thecM'y of mankind, I could not but make my reflec- 
tions upon the sudden popularity which was raised 
about the lad \ and perhaps, with my friend Tachm 
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feUinlo obflervatkiiiBiiponit, which were too great for 
theoccaakm; or asanftied titus g^eneral fisfvourto causes 
which had oothkig to do -towards it. But the young 
blacksmith's being a geutlemaa was, methought, what 
created Mm goo(£will from his present equality with 
the mob about him: add to diis, that he was not so 
nmcb A :g!eatlecDan9 as not, at the same tiflie that he 
called huuinsetf such, to use aa rough methods for his 
defence as his antagonist. The advantage of his hav* 
ing good fiiendsy as his master expressed it, was not 
lazily urged; but he Viewed himself a^periiM' to the 
ooachman iu'the perscnal quaUtiea of courage and ac* 
tivity, to confirm liiat of his being lagki^ed} beiui^a 
his birth w»» of any service to him^?4P . 

If eDemight moralise from this silly story, a man 
would say, that whaterer advantages of fortune^ birth# 
or any other good pec^le possess above the rest of the 
world, they should shew collateral eminences besides 
those distinctions; or those distinctions will avail only 
to keep up common decenciea and ceremonies, and not 
to preserve a real place of fiivour or esteem in the opi- 
nion and common sense of their fellow creatures. 

The folly of people's procedure, in imag^ining that 
nothing more is necessary than property and superior 
circumstances to support thiem in distinction, appears 
IB no way eo much as in tiie domestic part of life. It 
ia ordinary to feed their humours into unnatural ex* 
cresccncea, if I may so speak, and make their whole 
being a wayward and uneasy condition, for want o€ 
the ^vioua reflection) that all parts of human life ia 
a commerce. It is not only paying wages and giving 
commands, that ccmstitutes a maater of a femily ; but 
prudence^ equal behaviour, with readiness to protect 
and cherish them, is what entitles a man to that cha-- 
vacter in their very hearts and sentiments. It is{dea-» 
aant enough to observe, tjiat men expect from their 
dependants, from theur sole motive of fear, all the 
good effecte which a liberal education, and affluent 
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fortune) and e\ery other adyantage^ cannot produce 
in themselves. A man will have his servant just, -dili- 
gent, sober and chaste, for no other reasons but the 
terror of losing his master's fevour; when all the laws 
divine and human cannot keep him whom he serves 
within bounds, with relation to any one of those vir- 
tues. But both in great and ordinary affairs, all supe- 
riority, which is not founded on merit and virtue, is 
supported only by artifice and stratagem. Thus' you 
see flatterers are the ag^ts in families of humourists, 
and those who ^;6vem themselves by any thing but 
reason. Malft^b^eb, distant relations, pobr kinsmen, 
and indigentfiflribtei^ are the fry which support the 
economy of tfmRmrtmrsome rich man. He is etetnally 
whispered witli intelligence of who are true or &lse 
to him in matters of no consequence, and he main* 
tains twenty friends to defend him against the insinji- 
attons of one who would perhaps cheat him of an<^d 
coat. 

I shall not enter into further speculation upon this 
subject at present, but think the following letters and 
petitions are made up of proper sentiments on this- 
occasion. 

* Mr. Spectator, 
* I AM a servant to an old lady who is governed by 
' one she calls her friend ; who is so &miliar an oney 
< that she takes upon her to advise her without being 

* called to it, and makes her uneasy with aU i^)out her. 

* Pray, Sir, be pleased to give us some remarks upmi 

* voluntary counsellors ; and let these peq;)le know, 

* that to give any body advice, is to say to that perscn, 

* I am your betters. Pray, Sir, as near as you can, de- 
' scribe that eternal flirt and disturber of families, 

* Mrs. Taperty, who is always visiting, and putting 
^ people in a way, as they call it. If you can make 
^ Irer stay at home one evening, you ynUl be a general 
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* beiiefiEu:tor to all the ladies' women in town) and par« 
^ ticularly to 

< Your loving friend, 

* Susan Civil.* 

* Mr. Spectator, 
< I AM a footman, and live with one of those meUf 
^ each of whom is said to be one of the best humour^ 
" men in the world, but that he is passionate. Fr^y 
^ be pleased to inform them, that he who is passionate, 
^ and takes no care to command his hastiness, does 
^ more injury to his friends and servants in one half 
^ hour, than vrhxAe years can atone for. This master 

* of mine, who is the best man alive in common &me, 

< disobliges somebody every day he lives ; and strikes 

* me lor the next thing I do, because he b out of hu- 
*' mour at it. If these gentlemen knew that 'they- ido fU 

* the miscluof'that is^ver done in conversation, th^y 
' would reform ; and I who 'hove been a spectator 6f 
' gentlemen at dinner for many years, haire seen that 

< hidiacretton does ten times more mischicff than ill* 
^ nature. But you will represent this better than 

'^ Your abused humbleaervant, 

< Tbomas Smoky/ 

7b the Sfiectator, 

The humble petition of John Steward, Robert Butler, 
Harry Cook, and Abigail Chambers, in behalf of 
themselves and their relations, belonging to, and 
dispersed in the several services of most of the great 
families within the cities of London and Westmin- 
ster, 

Sheweth, 
* THAT in many of the families in which your pc- 

^ titioDcrs live and are employed, the several heads 

* of them are wholly unacquainted with what is busi- 

* ness, and are very little judges when they are well or 

* ill used by us your said petitioners. 
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* That for want of such skill in their own aifaifs, 

< and by indulgence of their own laziness and pride, 

* they continually keep about them certain mischie- 

* vous animals called spies. 

' That whenever a spy is entertjuned, the peace of 

* that house is from that moment banished. 

' That, spies never give an account of good services, 

* but represent our mirth and freedom by the words 

* wantonness and disorder. 

' That in all families where there are spies, there is 

< a genera] jealousy and misunderstanding. 

* That the masters and mistresses of such houses 

< live in continual suspicion of their ingenuous anc 
' tnie servants, and are given up to the managemeitf 

< of those who ai^ false and perfidious. 

* That ftuch masters and mistresses who eDteitah 
^ S{Hes, are no longer more than cyphers in their owi 
^ feimilies ; and that we your petitioners are with grea 
^ disdain obliged to pay all our respect, and expect id 
^ our maintenance fix>m such spies. 

* Your petitioners therefore most humbly pray^ Aa 

* you would represent the premises to all per 
< sons of condition ; and your petitionee, as ii 
' * duty boimdj shall for ever pray, &c.' 

T. 
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No. CCIII. TUESDAY, OCTOBER 23, 

Phcebe pater, si das hujus mihi nominis nsum, 

Kec falsi Clymene culpam sub imagine celat, 

Pignora da, genitor..; Ovz». 



Illustrious parent! since you don't despise 

A parent's name, some certain token Ipve,*^ 

That I may Clymene's proud boast believe, C 

Kor longer under {Use reproaches grieve, j Addzso n. 



THERE is a loose tribe of men whom I have not 
el taken notice of, that ramble into all the comers 
(this great city, in order to seduce such unfortunate 
:males as fall into their walks. These abandoned 
n^igates raise up issue in every quarter of the town, 
nd very often, for a valuable consideration, fiither it 
poo the church-warden. By this means, there are 
cveral married men who have a little family in most 
f the parishes of London and Westminster, and se- 
sral bachelors who are undone by a charge of chil- 
ren. 

When a man once gives himself this liberty of prey- 
g at large, and living upon the common, he finds so 
luch game in a pbpulous city, that it is surprising to 
msidcrthe numbers which he sometimes propagates, 
/^e see many a young fellow, who is scarce of age» 
ho could lay his clsdm to the jus trium Uberorum^ or 
e privileges which were granted by the Roman laws 

all such as were fathers of three children : nay, I 
ive heard a rake, who was not quite five and twenty, 
!clare himself the father of a seventh son, and very 
•udently determine to breed him up a physician. In 
lort, the town is full of these young patriarchs, not 

mention several battered beaus, who, like heedless 
lendthrifts, that squander away their estates before 
ey are masters of them, have raised up their whole 
ock of children before marriage. 



150 TBS SPECTATOR, 

I must not here omit the particular whim of an 
impudent libertine, that had a little. smattering ofiie- 
raldry ; and observing how the genealogies of great 
iamiUes were often drawn up in the shape of trees, 
had taken a fancy to dispose of his own illegitimate 
issji^^ ip a figure of the same kind. 

•....M..«.Nec Ionium tempus Sc ingens 

Exiit ad c«elum ramis lelicibus aibos, 

Miraturque novas frondes, & non sua ponuu Vmc. 

And in short space the laden boughs arise. 

With ha^ppy frnit advancing to the skies : 

The mother plant admires the leaves unknown 

Of alien tiees, and apples not her own. Drydxk. 

The trunk of the tree was marked with his own 
name, Will Maple. Out of the side of it grew alarg^ 
barren branch, inscribed Mary Maple, the name of 
his unhappy wife. The head was adorned with five 
huge boughs. On the bottom of the first was written, 
in capital characters, Kate Cole, who branched out 
into three sprigs, viz. William, Richard, and Rebec- 
ca.. Sal. Tvrifoixi gave birth to another bough, that 
shot up into Sarah, Tom, Will, and Frank. The third 
arm. of the tree had only a single infant on it, with a 
space left for a second, the parent from whom it 
sprung being near her time when the author took 
this ingenious device into his head. The. two other 
great boughs were very plentifully loaden with fruit 
of the same kind; besides which there were many 
ornamental branches that did not bear. In short, a 
more iiouiishing tree never came out of the. herald's 
office. 

What makes this generation of vermin so very pro- 
lific, is the indefatigable diligence with which they 
apply themselves to their business. A man does not 
undergo more watchings.and fatigues in a campaign, 
than in the course of a vicious amour. As it is said of 
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Bome mei)) that they make their business their plea- 
sure^ these sons of darkness may be said to make 
their pleasure their business. They might conquer 
their corrupt inclinations with half the pains they are 
at in ^ratifying them. 

Nor is the invention of these men less to be admir- 
ed than their industry and vigilance. There is a 
fragment of ApoUodorus the comic poet, who was 
contemporary with Menander, which is full of hu- 
mour, as follows : " Thou mayest shut up thy doors," 
« says he, " with bars and bolts : it will be impossi- 
<* ble for the blacksmith to make them so fast, but 
^ a cat and a whbremaster will find a way through 
" them." In a word, there is no head so full of 
stratagems as that of a libidinous man. 

Were I to propose a punishment for this infamous 
race of propagators, it should be to send them, after 
the second or third offence, into our American colo- 
Biet, in order to people those parts of her Majesty's 
dominions where there is a want of inhabitants, and 
in the phrase of Diogenes^ to " plant men." Some 
countries punish this crime with death ; but I think 
Mich a banishment would be sufficient, and might turn 
this generative faculty to the advantage of the 
public. 

• In the mean time, until these gentlemen may be 
thus disposed of, I would earnestly exhort them to 
take care of those unfortunate creatures whom they 
have brought into the world by these indirect methods, 
. and to give their spurious children such an educa- 
tion as may render them more virtuous than their 
parents. This is the best atonement they can make 
for their own crimes, and indeed the only method that 
is left them to repair their past miscarriages. 

I would likewise desire them to consider, whether 
they are not bound in common humanity, as well as 
by all the obligations of religion and tvatate^ toxaaiiA 
Mome provision for those whom they Y«c^t \tfiX o\^ 
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given life to, tut entsdled upon them, though very 
unreasonably, a degree of shame and disgrace. And 
here I cannot but take notice of those depraved na- 
tions which prevail among us, and which must have 
taken rise from our natural inclination to favour a 
vice to which we are so very prone, namely, that 
bastardy and cuckoldom should be looked upon as re- 
proaches, and that the ignominy, which is only due to 
lewdness and falshood, should fall in so unreasonable 
a manner upon the persons who are innocent. 

I have been insensibly drawn into this discourse by 
the following letter, which is drawn up with such a 
spirit of sincerity, that I question not but the writer 
of it has represented his case in a true and genuine 
light. 

* Sir, 
. * I AM one of those people who by the general 
opinion of the world are counted both injBsimous and 
unhappy. My fatlier is a very eminent man in 
this kingdom, and one who bears considerable of- 
fices in it. I am his son, but my misfortune is» 
that I dare not call him father, nor he without 
shame own me as liis issue, I being illegitimate, 
and therefore deprived of that endearing tenderness 
and unparalleled satisfaction which a good man finds 
in the love and conversation of a parent ; neither 
have I the opportunities to render him the duties 
of a son, he having always carried himself at so 
vast a distance, and with such superiority towards 
me, that by long use I have contracted a timorous- 
ness when before him, which hinders me from de- 
claring my own necessities, and giving him to un- 
derstand the inconveniences I undergo. 
' It is my misfortune to have been neither bred a 
scholar, a soldier, nor to any kind of business, 
which renders me entirely uncapable of making 
provision for myself without his assistance ; ^d 



^* this creates a continual uneasiness in mv mind, 

* fearing I shall in lime want bread ; my father, if 

* I may so call him, giving me but very faint as- 

* surances of doing any thing for me. 

< I have hitherto lived somewhat like a gentle- 

* man, and it would be very hard for me to labour for 
^ my living. I am in continual anxiety for my future 

* fortune, and imder a great unhappiness in losing 

* the sweet conversation and friendly advice of my 

* parents ; so that I cannot look upon myself other- 

* wise than as a monster, strangely sprung up in na- 

* ture, which every one is ashamed to own. 

* I am thought to be a man of some natural parts', 

* and by the continual reading what you have oiFered 

* the world, become an admirer thereof, which has 

* drawn me to make this confession ; at the same time 

* hoping, if any thing herein should touch you with 

* a sense of pity, you would then allow me the fa- 

* vour of your opinion thereupon ; as also what part 

* I,' being unlawfiilly born, may claim of t];»e man's 

* affection who begot me, and how far in your opinion 

* I dm to be thought his son, or he acknowledged as 
« my father. Your sentiments and advice therein 
< will be a great consolation and satisfaction to, 

< Sir, 
< Your admirer and 
* humble servant, 

c. * w. b} 
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No. CCIV. WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 24. 

Vnt grata protervitas, 
£t Yultiis nimiikiii lubricpp aspici. Hor. 

■V. 

Witih winniiig csjm^ss she my soul disarms : 
Her face darts forth a thousand rays ; 
My eye-balls swim, and I grow giddy while I gaze. 

COKGR£VE. . 

I AM not at all displeased that I am become th^ 
courier of love, and that the distressed in that pas- 
don convey their complaints to each other by my 
means. The following letters have lately come to 
my hands, and shall have their place with great wil- 
lingness. As to the reader's entertsdnment, he will, 
I hope, forgive the inserting such particulars as to 
him may perhaps seem frivolous, but are to the per- 
sons who wrote them of the highest consequence. I 
shall nof trouble you with the prefaces, compliments, 
and apologies, made to me before each epistle when 
it was desired to be inserted : but in general they tell 
me, that the persons to whoin they are addressed 
have intimations, by phrases and allusions in them, 
from whence they came. 

To the Sothades. 

< THE word, by which I address you, gives you, 
' who understand Portuguese, a lively image of the 

* tender regard I have for you. The Spectator's late 
' letter from Statira gave me the hint to use the same 
^ method of explaining myself to you. I am not af- 
' fronted at the design your late behaidour discovered 

* you had in your addresses to me ; but I impute it 

* to the degeneracy of the age, rather than your 
< particular fault. As I aim at nothing more than 
^ ^eing your's, I am willing to be a stranger to your 
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name, your fortune, or any fig^ure which your Mdfe 
might expect to make in the world, provided my 
commerce with you was not a guilty one. I resign 
gay dress, the pleasures of visits, equipage, plays, 
balls, and operas, for that one satisfaction of having 
you for ever mine. I am willing you should in- 
dustriously conceal the only cause of triumph which 
I can know in this life. I wish only to have it my 
duty, as well as my inclination, to study your hapr 
piness. If this has not the effect this letter seems 
to um at, you are to understand that I had a mind 
to be rid of f^.and took the readiest way to pall 
you with fiiLtiS^ of what you would never desist 
(Mirsuihg while you received ill usage. Be a true 
man ; be my slave while you doubt me, and neglect 
me when you think I love you. I defy you to find 
out what is your present circumstance with me ; but 
I know while I can keep this suspense, 

* I am your admired 

* Belinda.' 

* Madam, 
^ IT is a strange state of mind a man is in, when 
the very imperfections of a woman he loves turn 
into excellencies and advantages. I do assure you, 
I am very much afrsdd of venturing upon you. I 
now like you in spite of my reason, and think it an 
\ ill circumstance to own one's happiness to nothing 
but infatuation. I can see you ogle all the young 
fellows who look at you, and observe your eye wander 
after new conquests every moment you are in a 
public place ; and yet there is such a beauty in all 
-your looks and gestures, that I cannot but admire 
you in the very act of endeavouring to gain the' 
hearts of others. My- rCondition is the "same with 
that of the lover in the Way of the World. I have 
studied your &ults so long, that they are become as 
£uniliar to me, and I like them as well as I do my^ 

o 2 
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own. Look to it, Madam, and consider whether 
you think this gay behaviour will appear tome as 
amiable when an husband, as it does now to me a 
lover. Things are so far advanced, that we must 
proceed ; and I hope you will lay it to heart, that 
it will be becoming in me to appear still your lover, 
but not in you to be still my tnistress. Gaiety in 
the matrimonial life is gracefiil in one sex, but ex- 
ceptionable in the other. As you improve these lit- 
tle hints, you will ascertain the happiness or linea- 
^ siness of, 

< Madam, 

< Your most obedient, 

< most humble servant, 

T. D.' 
< Sni, 

* WHEN I sat at the window, and you at the other 
•* end of the room by my cousin, I saw you catch me 

* looking at you. Since you have the secret at last> 

* which I am sure you should never have known but 
^ by inadvertency, what my eyes said was true. But 

* it is too soon to confirm it with my hand, therefore 

* shsdl pot subscribe my mune.* 

« Sir, 
< THEUE were other gentlemen nearer, and I 

* know no necessity you were under to take up that 
*. Bippant creature's fan last night ; but you shall 
^ never touch a stick of mine mdre, that's pos. 

< Phillis.' 

To Cohnel R in Spain. 

* BEFORE this can reach the best of husbands 

* and the fondest lover, those tender names will be 

* no more of concern to me. The indisposition in 

* which you, to obey the dictates of your honour and - 
^ duty, left me, has incr^sed upon me ; and I am 

' dC9uainted by my phy«!ci»xv&\ c^sfiaaxM^^ ^'veek 
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longer. At this time my spirits &il me ; and it is 
the ardent love I have for you thatcarries me beyond 
my strength, and enables me U) tell you, the most 
psdnfid thing in the prospect of death, is, that I 
must part with you. But let it be a comfort to you» 
that 1 have no guilt hangs upon me, no unrepented 
folly that retards me ; but I pass away my last hours 
in reflection upon the happiness we have lived in to- 
gether, and in sorrow it is so soon to have an end. 
This is a frailty which I hope is so far from criminal, 
that methinks there is a kind of piety in being so 
unwilling to be separated from a state which is the 
institution of heaven, and in which we have lived ac* 
cording to its laws. As we know no more of the 
Aext life, but that it will be an happy one to the good, 
and miserable to the wicked, why may we not please 
oiu*selves at least, to alleviate the difficulty of re- 
signing this being, in imagining that we shall hare 
a sense of what passes below, and may possibly be 
employed in guiding the steps of those with whom 
we walked with innocence when mortal ? Why may 
not I hope to go on in my usual work, and, though 
unknown to you, be assistant in all the conflicts of 
your mind ? Give me leave to say to you, O best of 
men, that I cannot figure to myself a greater hap- 
piness than in such an employment : to be present 
at all the adventures to which human life is exposed) 
to administer slumber to thy eye-lids in the agonies 
of a fever, to cover thy beloved face in the day of 
battle, to go with thee a guardian angel, incapable 
of woimd or pain, where I have longed to attend thee 
when a weak, a fearful woman : these, my dear, 
are the thoughts with which I warm my poor lang^d 
heart ; but indeed I am not capable under my pre- 
sent weakness of bearing the strong agonies of 
mind I fall into, when I form to myself the gpief 
you will be in upon your first hearing of my depar- 
ture. J will not dwell upon tlus, bec^\x&& ^o>^ \ii:^^ 
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and generous heart will be but the more aCBkted, 
the more the person for whom you lament offers 
you consolation. My last breath will, if I am my- 
self, expire in a prayer for you. I shall never see 
thy face again. Farewell for ever.* T. 



No. CCV. THURSDAY, OCTOBER 25. 

Decipimur specie recti. Hob. 

■ ■ 

Deluded by a seeming excellence. Roscommobt^ 

WHEN I meet with any vicious character that is 
not g^erally known, in order to prevent it*s doing 
mischief I draw it at length, and set it up as a scare- 
crow ; by which means I do not only make an example 
tt the person to whom itljdongs, but give warning to 
all her Majesty's subjects, that they may not stmer 
by it. Thus, to change the allusion, I have maii^ed 
Out several of the shoals and quicksands of life, and 
am continually employed in discoveiing those which 
are still concealed, in order to keep the ignorant and 
miwary from runmng upon them. It is with this in- 
tention that I publish the following letter, which brings 
to light some secrets of this nature. 

< Mr. Spectator, 
* THERE are none of your speculations which I 
read over with greater delight than those which are 
designed for the improvement of our sex. You have 
endeavoured to correct our unreasonable fears and 
superstitions, in your seventh and twelfth papers ; 
our fancy for equipage, in your fifteenth ; our love 
o/puppet-sjhows, in your lYiitty-tox \ wa t^^'Ckssci^t^ 
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beauty^ in your thirty 4hird ; our inclination for ro- 
mances, in your thirty-seventh ; our passion for 
French' fopperies in your forty-fifih ; our manhood 
and party-seal, in your fifty-seventh ; our abuse of 
dancing, in your sixty-sixth and sixty-seventh ; our 
levity, in your hundred and twenty-eighth ; our 
love of coxcombs, in your hundred and fifty-fourth 
and hundred and fifty-seventh : our tyranny over 
the hen-peckt, in your hundred and seventy-sixth. 
You have described the Pict in your forty-first ; the 
Idol, in your seventy-third ; the Demurrer, in your 
eighty-ninth ; the Salamander in your hundred and 
ninety-eighth. You have likewise taken to pieces 
our dress, and represented to us the extravagancies 
we are often guilty of in that particular. You have 
fidlen upon our patches in your fiftieth and eighty- 
first ; our commodes, in your ninety-eighth ; our 
fans in your hundred and second ; our riding habits 
m your hundred and fourth ; our hoop-petticoats, 
in your hundred and twenty-seventh : besides a great 
many little blemishes which you have touched upon 
in your several other papers, and in those many 
letters that are scattered up and down your works. 
At the same time we must own, that the compli- 
ments you pay our sex are innumerable, and that 
those very faults which you represent in us, arc 
neither black in themselves, nor as you own, uni- 
versal among us. But, Sir, it is plain that these 
your discourses are calculated for none but the 
fashionable part of woman-kind, and for the use of 
those who are rather indiscreet than vicious. But» 
Sir, there is a sort of prostitutes in the lower part 
of our sex, who are a scandal to us, and very well 
deserve to fall under your censure. I know it 
would debase your paper too much to enter into 
the behaviour of these female libertines ; but as 
your remarks cm some part of it wovsid b^ «i ^vft% 
of justice to several women of virtMfi 9aMiVssMS>^'^v 
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whose reputations suffer by it, I hope you will not 
think it improper to give the public some accounts 
of this nature. You must know^ Sir, I am pro- 
voked to write you this letter by the behaviaur of 
an infamous woman, whojiaving passed her youth 
in a most shameful state of prostitution, is now one 
of those who gain their livelihood by seducing others, 
that are younger than themselves, and by establish- 
ing a criminal commerce between the two sexes. 
Among several of her artifices to get money, she 
frequently persuades a vain young fellow, that such 
a woman of quality, or such a celebrated toast, en- 
tertains a secfet passion for him, and wants nothing 
but an opportunity of revealing it ; nay, she has 
gone so far as to write letters in the name of a 
woman of figure, to borrow money of one of these 
foolish Roderigo's, which she has afterwards ap- 
propriated to her own use. In the mean time, the 
person who has lent the money, has thought a lady 
imder oMigations to him, who scarce knew his name; 
and Wondered at her ingratitude when he has been 
with her, that she has not owned the favour, though 
at the same time he was too much a man of honour 
to put her in mind of it. 
* When this abandoned baggage meets vrith a man 
who has vanity enough to give credit to relations 
of this nature, she turns him to very good account, 
by repeating praises that were never uttered, and 
delivering messages that were never sent. As the 
house of this shameless creature is frequented by 
several foreigners, I have heard of another artifice] 
out of which she often reuses money. The foreigner 
sighs afler some British beauty, whom he only 
knows by fame ; upon which she promises, if he 
can be secret, to procure him a meeting. The 
stranger, ravished at his good fortime, gives her a 
presenty and in a lillle time \^ mtrcduced to some 
imaginary title j foT your mu^x.toftN^^^^^iK^&'s^s^ 
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ning purveyor has her representatives upon this oc- 
casioD) of some of the finest ladies in the kingdom. 
By this meanS) aal am informed, it is usual enough 
to meet with a German Count in foreign countiies, 
that shall make his boasts of favours he has receive 
ed from women of the highest ranks, and the most 
ui^lemished characters. Now, Sir, what safety is 
there for a woman's reputation, when a lady may 
be thus prostituted as it were by proxy, and be re* 
puted an unchaste woman ; as the hero in the ninth 
book of Dry den's Virgil is looked upon as a cow- 
ard, because the phantom which appeared in his 
likeness ran away &om. Tumus ? You may depend 
upon what I relate to you to be matter of fact, and 
the practice of more than one of these female pan- 
ders. If you print this letter, I may give you some 
&rther accounts of this vicious r^ce of women. 

^ Your humble servant, 

* Belvidera.' 

I shall add two other letters on different subjects 
to fill up my paper. 

< Mr. Spectator, 
* I AM a country clergyman, and hope you will 
' lend me your assistance in ridiculing some little 

* indecencies which cannot so properly be exposed 
^ fix>in the pulpit. 

I * A widow lady, who straggled this summer from 
' London into my parish for the benefit of the air, 
< as she says, appears every Sunday at Church with 

* many feshionsd^le extravagancies, to the great asto- 

* nishment of my congregation. 
^ But what gives me most ofieace is her theatrical 

* manner of singing the psalms. She introduces 
' above fifty Italian airs into the hundredth psalm, 

* whilst we begin * All people' in the old solemn twwa 

* of ow forc&tbersy she in a qvdte diffettiv\.Vc^ x>jckv 



153 THE SPECTATOR. 

^ divisions on the voi^f^els, and adorns them with the 
graces of Nicolini ; if she meets with eke or aye; 
which are frequent in the metre of Hopkins and 
Stemhold) we are certain to hear her quavering 
them half a minute after us to some sprightly ain 
of the opera. 

* I am very far from being an enemy to church 
music ; but fear this abuse of it may make my 
parish ridiculous, who already look on the singing- 
psalms as an entertainment, and not part of theu 
devotion : besides, I am apprehensive that the in- 
fection may spread, for Squire Squeekum, who by 
his voice seems, if I may use the expression, to be 
cut for an Italian singer, was last Sunday practis- 
ing the same airs. 

* I know the lady*s principles, and that she will 
plead the toleration, which (as she fiancies) allows 
her non-conformity in this particular ; but I beg 
you to acquaint her, that singing the psalms in a 
different tune from the rest 'of the congregation, n 
a sort of schism not tolerated by that act. 

< I am, Sir, 

* Your very humble servant, 

R. S. 

< Mr. Spectator, 

^ IN yoiu" paper upon temperance, you prescribe 

to us a rule of drinking out of Sir William TeUtt* 

pie, in the following words : " the first glass foi 

^ myself, the second for my friends, the third foi 

' good-humour, and the fourth for mine enemies.'' 

Now, Sir, you must know, that I have read thii 

your Spectator, ia a club whereof I am a member ; 

. when our president told us, there was certainly an er 

ror in the print, and that the word " glass" should Ix 

"bottle" ; and therefore has ordered me to inform yoi 

of this mistake, and to desire you to publish the 
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• following erratum : In the paper of Saturday, Oc- 
i tober 13, col. 3, line 1 1, for " glass" read " bottle." 

' Yours, 

L. * Robin Goodfellow/ 



No. CCVI. FRIDAY, OCTOBER 26, 

Qtianto quisque sibi plura negaverit, 

A Diis plura feret— Hor* 

They that do much themselves deny, 

Receive more blessings from the sky. Creech. 

THERE is . a call upon mankind to value and es- 
teem those who set a moderate price upon their own 
merit ;jj and self-denial is frequently attended with un- 
expected blessings, which in the end abundantly re- 
compense such losses as the modest seem to suffer in 
the ordinary occurrences of life. The curious tell us, 
a determination in our favour or to our disadvantage is 
made upon our first appearance, even before they know 
any thing of our characters, but from the intimations 
men gather from our aspect. A man, they say, 
wears the picture of his mind in his countenance ; 
and one nian!s eyes, are spectacles to his who looks 
at him to read his heart. But though that way of 
raising an opinion of those we behold in public is very 
fallacious, certain it is, tha;t those, who by their words 
and actions take as much upon themselves, as they 
can but barely demand in the strict scrutiny of their 
deserts, will find their account lessen every day. A 
modest nian preserves his character, as a frugal man 
does his fortune ; if either of them live to the height 
of either, oile will find losses, the other errors, which 

VOL. III. p 
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he has not stock by him to make up. It were ther 
fore a just rule to keep your desires, your words ax 
actions, within the regard you observe your friei» 
have for you ; and never, if it were in a man's powe 
to take as much as he possibly might either in pr 
ferment or reputation. My walks have lately be€ 
among the mercantile part of the world ; and oi 
gets phrases naturally from those with whomi oi 
converses : I say then, he that in his air, his trea 
ment of others, or an habitual arrogance to himsel 
gives himself credit for the least article of more wi 
wisdom, goodness, or valour than he can possil^ 
produce if he is called upon, will find the world brei 
in upon him, and consider him as one who has chea 
ed them of all the esteem they had before alk)w< 
him. This brings a commission of bankruptcy up< 
him ; and he that might have gone on to his life 
end in a prosperous way, by aiming at more than 1 
should, is no longer proprietor of what he really hi 
|>efore, but his pretensions fare as all things do whi< 
are torn instead of being divided. 

There is no one living would deny Cinna the a; 
plause of an agreeable and facetious wit ; or cou 
possibly pretend that there is not something in 
mitably unforced and diverting in his manner of d 
livering all his sentiments in his conversation, if Y 
were able to conceal the strong desire of applau! 
which he betrays in every syllable he utters. Bi 
they who converse with him, see that all the civil 
ties they could do to him,or the kind things they coul 
say to him, would fall short of what he expects 
and therefore instead of shewing him the esteei 
they have for his merit, their reflections turn on 
upon that they observe he has of it himself. 

If you go among the women, and behold Glor 
ana trip into a room with that theatrical ostentation i 
ber charms, Mirtilla with that soft regularity in hi 
SnotioDj Chloe with such an indifferent famtliark 
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Corinna with such a fond approach, and Roxana with 
luch a demand of respect in the great gravity of her 
entrance ; you find all the sex, who understand them- 
idves and act naturally, wait only for their absence, 
to tell you that all these ladies would impose them* 
selves upon you ; and each of them caiTy in their be- 
haviour a consciousness of so much more than they 
should pretend to, that they lose what would otherwise 
be given them. 

I remember the last time I saw Macbeth, I was 
wonderfully taken with the skill of the poet, in mak- 
ing the murderer form fears to himself from the mo- 
deration of the prince whose life he was g^ing to 
take away. He says of the king, ^^ he bore his fa- 
culties so meekly ;" and justly inferred from thence^ 
that all divine and human power would join to avenge 
his death, who had made such an abstinent use of 
dominion. All that is in a man's power te do to ad- 
TMice his own pomp and glory, and forbears, is so 
much laid up against the day of distress ; and pity 
will always be his portion in adversity, who acted 
widi gentleness in prosperity. 

The g^reat officer who foregoes the advantages he 
might take to himself, and renounces all prudential 
regards to his own person in danger, has so far the 
merit of a volunteer ; and all his honoura and glories 
ire unenvied for sharing the common fate with the 
tame frankness as they do who have no such endear- 
ing circumstances to part with. But if there were 
no su<^ considerations as the good effect which self- 
denial ba« upon the sense of other men towards us^ 
it is of all qualities the most desirable for the agree- 
sMe disposition in which it places our own minds. 
I cannot tell what better to say of it, than that it is 
the very contrary of ambition ; and that modesty al- 
lays all those passions and inquietudes to which that 
rice exposes us. He that is moderate in his wishesf 
from reason and choice^ and not resided from sour- 
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ness, distaste^ or disappointment, doubles all the plea- 
sures of his life. The air, the season, a sun-shiny 
day, or a &ir prospect, are instances of happiness, 
and that which he enjoys in common with all the 
World, (by his exemption from the enchantments by 
which all the world are bewitched) are to him un- 
common benefits and new acquisitions. Health is 
not eaten up with care, nor pleasure interrupted by 
envy. It is not to him of any consequence what this 
man is famed for, or for what the other is preferred. 
He knows there is in such place an uninterrupted 
walk ; he can mieet in such a company an i^reeable 
conversation ; he has no emulation, he is no man's 
rival, but every man's well wisher ; can look at a 
prosperous man, with a pleasure in reflecting that he 
hopes he is as happy as himself ; and has his mind 
and his fortune, as far as prudence will allow, open 
%o the unhappy and to the stranger. 

Luccius has learning, wit, humour, eloquence, but 
no ambitious prospects to pursue with th^se advan- 
tages ; therefore to the ordinary world he is perhaps 
thought to want spirit, but known among his friends 
to have a mind of the most consummate greatness. H« 
wants no man's admiration, is in no need of pomp; 
His clothes please him if they are fashionable and 
warm ; his companions are agreeable if they are civil 
and well-natured. There is with him no occasion for 
superfluity at meals, for jollity in company ; in a word) 
for any thing extraordinary to administer delight to 
him. Want of prejudice and command of appetite 
are the companions which make his journey of life 
so easy, that he in all places meets with more v^ 
more good cheer, and more good humour, than is 
necessary to make him enjoy himself with pleasure 
and satisfaction. T« 
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No. CCVII. SATURDAY, OCTOBER 27. 

Omnibus in terns, qux sunt k Gadibus usque 

Auroram k. Gangera, puuci dignoscere possunt 

Vera bona, atque illis multum diversa, remota 

Erroris nebuli JvV. 



Look round the habitable world, how few 
Know their own good, or knowing it, pursue. 



Drydeit. 



IN mj last Saturday's paper I Icdd down some 
thoughts upon devotion in general, and shall here 
shew what were the notions of the most refined hea- 
thens on this subject, as they are represfftted in Pla* 
to's dialc^ue upon prayer, entitled ^'Alcibiades the 
Second," which doubtless gave occasion to Juvenal's 
tenth satire, and to the second satire of Persius ; as 
the last of these authors has almost transcribed the 
preceding dialogue, entitled " Alcibiades the First," 
la his fourth satire. 

The speakers in this dialogue upon prayer, afe 
Socrates and Alcibiades, and the substance of it, 
trhen drawn together eut of the intricacies and di- 
^ssions, as follows. 

Socrates meeting his pupil Alcibiades, as he was 
going to his devotions, and observiQg his eyes to b6 
&xed upon the earth , with great seriousness and atten- 
tion, tells him that he had reason to be thoughtful on 
tliat occasion, since it was possible for a man to bring 
down evils upon himself by his own prayers, and 
tbat those things, which the gods send him in an- 
swer to his petitions, might turn to his destruction; 
this, says he, may not only happen when a n^an 
prays for what he knows is mischievous in its own na- 
ture; as Oedipus implored the gods to sow dissen- 
aan between his sons : but when Yie ]^t«ly* ^'^'f ^\»3bX 
Ae believes would be for his good) and ^I'gaSavaX^'Vw^ 

p 2 
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he believes would be to his detriment. This the phi- 
losopher shews must necessarily happen among US| 
since most men are blinded with ignorance, prejudice 
or passion, which hinder them from seeing such 
things as are really beneficial to them. For an in-* 
stance, he asks Alcibiades, whether he would not be 
thoroughly pleased and satisfied if that god, to 
whom he was going to address himself, should pro- 
mise to make him the sovereign of the whole earth? 
Alcibiades answers, that he should doubtless look up- 
on such .a promise as the greatest favour that could 
be bestowed upon him. Socrates then asks him, if 
after receiving this great favour he would be contents 
ed to lose hb life? or if he would receive it though 
he was sunPhe should make an ill use of it? to both 
which questions Alcibiades answers in the negative. 
Socrates then shews him from the example of others, 
how these might very probably be the effects of such 
a blessing. He then sudds, that other reputed pieces 
of good-fortune, as that of having a^ son, or procur- 
irig the highest post in a government, are subject to 
the like fatal consequences ; which nevertheless, says 
he, men ardently desire, and would not fail to pray 
for, if they thought their prayers might be effectual 
for the obtauiing of them. 

Having established this great point, that all the 
most apparent blessings in this life are obnoxious to 
such dreadfiil consequences, and that no man knows 
what in it's events would prove, to him a blessing or 
a curse, he teaches Alcibiades after what manner he 
ought to pray. 

In the fit^st place, he recommends to him, as the 
model of his devotions, a short prayer which a Greek 
poet composed for the use of his Jriends, in the fol- 
lowing words : " O Jupiter, give us those things 
" which ajre good for us, whether they are such 
^ tilings as we pray for, or such things as we do not 
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^ pray fijr : and remove from us those things which 
*< are hurtful though they are such things as we^ 
" pray for." 

In the second place, ^at his disciple may ask such 
things as are expedient for him, he shews him, that 
it is absolutely necessary to apply himself to the 
study of true wisdom, and to the knowledge of that 
which is his chief good, and the most suits^le to the 
excellency of his nature. 

In the third and last place, he informs him, that 
the best methods he could make use of to draw down 
blessings upon himself, and to render his prayers ac- 
ceptable, would be to live in a constant practice of 
his duty towards the gods, and towards men. Un^^ 
der this head, he very much recommends a form 
of prayer the Lacedaemonians make use of, in which 
they petition the gods, ^^ to give them all good things 
so long as they were virtuous." Under this head liker 
wise he gives a very remarkable account of an oracle 
to the following purpose. 

When the Athenians in the war with the Lace- 
dxmonians received many defeats both by sea and 
land, they sent a message to the oracle - of Jupiter 
Ammon, to ask the reason why they who erected so 
many temples to the gods, and adorned them with 
such costly offerings ; why they who had instituted so 
many festivals, and accompanied them with such 
pomps and ceremonies ; in short, why they who had 
slain so many hecatombs at their altars, should be less 
success^ than the Lacedxmonians, who fell so short 
of them in all these particulars ? To this, says he, 
the oracle made the following reply : " I am better 
*< pleased with the prayers of the Lacedxmonians, 
** than with all the oblations of the Greeks." As 
this prayer implied and encouraged virtue in those 
who made it, Uie philosopher proceeds to shew how 
the most vicious man might be devout, so far as vic- 
tims could make him, but that his offeri^ga were re« 



garded bf tke gods as bribes, and lus petideiift at 
blR8{>heinie8. He likewise quotes on this occasion 
two verses out of Homer, in which the poet says, 
that the scent of the Trojan sacrifices was carried 
op to heaven by the winds ; but that it was not ac- 
ceptable to the gods, who were displeased with Priam 
and all his people. 

The conclusicm of this dialogue is very remariui- 
ble. Socrates having deterred Alcibiades from the 
]>rayers and sacrifice which he was going to ojGTer, by 
setting forth, the above-mentioned difficulties of per^ 
forming that duty as he ought, adds these words, 
•* We must therefore wak until such time as we may 
^ learn how we ought to behave ourselves towards 
** the gods, and towards men." But when will that 
time come, says Alcibiades, and who is it that will 
instruct us ? For I would "fain see this man, whoever 
he is. It is one, says Socrates, who takes care of 
you ; but as Homer tells us, that Minerva removed 
the mist from Diomedes* eyes, that he might plsunly 
cfiscover both gods and men ; so the dariiness that 
hangs upon your mind must be removed before you 
are able to discern what is good and what is evil. 
Let him remove from my mind, says Alcibiadesy 
liie darkness, and what else he pleases, I am deter- 
mined to refiise nothing he shall order me, whocTtf 
he is, so that I may become the better man by it. 
The remaimng part of this dialogue is very obscure : 
there is something in it that would make us think- 
Socrates hinted at himself, when he spoke of this 
Divine Teacher who was to come into the world, did 
Bot he own that he himself was in this respect as 
much at a loss, and in as great distress as the pest 
of mankind. 

Some learned men. look upon this conclu»on as a 
prediction of our Saviour, or at least that Socratesy 
Hke the high-priest, prophesied unknowingly, and 
pcHDted at &at Divine Teacher who was to come into 
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the world some ages after him. However that may 
be, we find that this gpreat philosopher saw, by the 
lirht of reason, that it was suitable to the goodness 
ot the Divine Nature, to send a person into the 
irorld who should instruct mankind in the duties of 
religion, and, in particular teach them how to pray. 

Whoever reads this abstract of Plato's Discourse 
OQ Prayer, will, I believe, naturally make this reflec- 
tioD, that the great Founder of our religion, as well 
by his own example, as in the form of^irayer which 
he taught his disciples, did not only keep up to those 
rales which the light of nature had suggested to this 
great philosopher, but instructed his disciples in the 
whole extent of this duty, as well as of all others. 
He directed them to the proper object of adoration, 
and taught them, according to the third rule above- 
mentioned, to apply themselves to him in their 
closets, without show or ostentation, and to worship 
him " m spirit and in truth." As the Lacedaemo-^ 
nians in their form of prayer implored the gods in 
general to give them all good things so long as they 
wre virtuous, we ask in particular, <^ that our offen- 
" ces may be forgiven, as we forgive those of others.*' 
If we look into the second rule which Socrates has 
prescribed, namely, that we should apply ourselves 
to the knowledge of such things as are best for us ; 
this too is explained at large in the doctrines of the 
gospel, where we are taught in several instan(:es to 
regard those things as curses, which appear as bles^^ 
^g^ in the eye of the world ; and on the contrary, 
o esteem those things as blessings, which to the ge* 
lerality of mankind appear as curses. Thus in the 
bnn which is prescribed to us we only pray for that 
Happiness which is our chief good, and the great 
snd of our existence, when we petition the Supreme 
Being for ^ the coming of his kingdom," being so* 
licitous for no other temporal blessings but our ^^ daily 
uistenance." Oh the other side} we pray against 
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nothing but sin, and against evil in genera], leading h 
to Omniscitnce to determine what is really such. If 
we look into Socrates' first rule of prayer, in which he 
recomirends the abovementioned form of the ancient 
poet, we find that form not only comprehended, but 
very much improved by the petition, wherein we pray 
to the Supreme Being that " his will may be done :" 
which is of the same force with that form wtiich our 
Saviour used, when he prayed against the most pain* 
fill and ignoiMinious of deaths, " Nevertheless, not my 
will, but thine be done." This comprehensive peti» 
tion is the most humble, as well as the most prudent) 
that can be offered up from the creature to his Crea* 
tor, as it supposes the Supreme Being wills nothing 
but what is for our good, and that he knows better 
dian ourielves what is so. L. 
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..........Veniunt spectentur ut ipsae. Ovio. 

To be themselves a spectacle, they come. 

I HAVE several letters from people of good sense^ 
who lament the depravity or poverty of taste the towa 
is fidlen into with relation to plays and public specta- 
cles. A lady in particular observes, that there is such- 
a levity in the minds of her own sex, that they seldom 
attend any tiling but impertinences. It is indeed pro- 
digious to observe how little notice is taken of the 
most exalted parts of the best tragedies of Shakspeare; 
nay, it is not only visible that sensuality has devoured 
all greatness of soul, but the under passion, as I may 
SO call it, of a noble ^iiit, pity, seems to be a stran« 
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ger to the generality of an audience. The tninds of 
men are indeed very differently disposed ; and the re- 
liefs from care and attention are of one sort in a great 
vpaitf and of another in -an onj|}nary odc. The man 
of a great heart and a serious complexion, is more 
[leased with instances of generosity and jHty, than 
the light and ludicrous spirit can possibly be with the 
highest strains of mirth and laughter: it is therefore^ 
a melancholy prospect when we see a numerous as- 
sembly lost to all seribus entertainments, and such in* 
ddents, as should move one sort of concern, excite in 
them a quite contrary one. In the tragedy of Mac- 
beth, the other night, when the lady, who is conscious 
of the crime of murdering the king, seems utterly 
astonished at the news, and makes an exclamation at 
it, instead of the indignation which is natural to the 
occasion, that expression is received with a loud laughs 
they were as meiTy when a criminal was stabbed. It 
is certainly an occasion of rejoicing when the wicked 
are seized in their designs; but I think it is not such 
a triumph as is exerted by laughter. 

You may generally observe, that the appetites are 
Sooner moved than the passions: a sly expression 
^hich alludes to bawdry, puts a whole row into a 
)>]easing smirk ; when a good sentence that describes 
^11 inward sentiment of the soul, is received with the 
greatest coldness and indifference. A correspondent 
of mine, upon this subject, has divided the female 
part of the audience, and accounts for their prep>os- 
tessions against this reasonable delight in the follow- 
ing manner. The prude, says he, as she acts always 
in contradiction, so she is gravely sullen at a comedy, 
and extravagantly gay at a tragedy. The coquette is 
so much taken up with throwmg her eyes around the 
audience, and considttring the effect of them, that she 
cannot be expected to observe the actors but as they 
are her rivals, and take off the observation of the men 
*from herself. Besides these species of women there 
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are the examples, or the first of the mode : these are 
to be supposed too well acqu^dnted with^hat the actor 
is goingto say to be moved at it. After these one mig^t 
mention a certain flippant set of females who are mi-^ 
mics, and are wonderfully diverted with the conduct= 
of all the people around them, and are spectators only-^ 
of the audience. But what is of all the most to be la — 
mented, is the loss of a party whom it would be wortl^ 
■preserving in their right senses upon all occasions.-s 
and these are those whom we may indifferently cal 
the innocent or the unaffected. You may sometim< 
see one of these sensibly touched with a well-wrpugh^fc 
incident; but then she is immediately so imperti — 
nently observed by the men, and frowned at by som^^ 
insensible superior of her own sex, that she is asham^ — 
cd, and loses the enjoyment of tlie most laudable con- 
cern, pity. Thus the whole audience is afraid of letting^ 
fell a tear, and shun as a weakness the best and wor- 
thiest part of our sense. 

' Sir, 
' AS you are one that doth not only pretend to re- j 
form, but effect it amongst people of any sense, rnake^ | 
me (who am one of the greatest of your admirers) give 
you this trouble, to desire you will settle the me- 
thod of us females knowing when one another is in 
town ; for they have now got a trick of never send- 
ing to their acquaintance when they first come ; and 
if one does not visit them within the week which 
they stay at home, it is a mortal quarrel. Now, dear 
Mr. Spec, either command them to put it in the ad- 
vertisement of your paper, which is generally read 
by our sex, or else order them to breathe their saucy 
footmen, who are good for nothing else, by sending 
them to tell all their acquaintance. If you think to 
print this, pray put it in a better stile, as to the spell- 
ing part. The town is now filling every day, and ijt 
<;annot be deferred, because people take advantage 
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* of one another by this means, and break ofiTacquaint- 

* ance, and are rude : therefore pray put this in your 
^ paper as soon as you can possibly, to prevent any 
^ future miscarriages of this nature. I am, as I ever 

* shall be, 

< Dear Spec, 

* Your most obedient humble servant, 

* Mary Meanwell. 
• Pray settle what is to be a proper notification of a 

* person's being in town, and how that differs ac- 

* cording to people's quality/ 



' October the 20th. 



* Mr. Spectator, 



* I HAVE been out of town, so did not meet with 
your paper dated September the 28th, wherein youf 
to my heart's desire, expose that cursed vice of en- 
snaring poor young girls, and drawing them from 
their friends. I assure you, without flattery, it has 
saved an apprentice of mine from ruin, and in token 
of gratitude, as well as for the benefit of my family, 
I have put it in a frame and glass, and hung it be- 
hind my counter. I shall take care to make my 
young ones read it every morning, to fortiff them 
against such pernicious rascals. I know not whether 
what you writ was matter of fact, or your own inven- 
tion; but this I will take my oath on, the first part 
is so exactly like to what happened to my appren- 
tice, that had I read your paper then, I should have 
taken your method to have secured a villain. Goon 
and prosper. 

< Your most obliged humble servant.' 

. * Mr. Spectator, 

* WITHOUT KuUery, I desire you to insert thfa 
word for word in your next, as you value a lover** 
prayers. You see it is an hue and cry after a stray 

< heaxty with the marks and blemishes under- wntten^ 

VOL. III. o 
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* which whoever shall bring to you, shall receive aa- 

* tisfaction. Let me beg of you not to fail, as you re- 
< member the passion you had for her to whom you 

* lately ended a paper. 



** Noble, generous, great and good, 

** But never to be understood ; 

*' Fickle as the wind, still changing, 

** After every female ranging, 

** Panting, trembling, sighing, dyin^;, 

*' But addicted much to lying: 

" When the Siren songs repeats, 

'* Equal measures still it beats; 

«' Whoe'er shall wear it, it will smart her, 

** And whoe'er takes it, takes a Tartar." 
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'Bv^Xilis ofuiyoy oi^§ fiyioit natims* SxMONZDM^ 

Of earthly goods the best is a good wife ; 
A bad, the Utterest curse of human life. 

THERE are no authors I am more pleased wiitli^ 
than those who shew human nature in a variety oF 
views, and describe the several s^s of the world in 
their different manners. A reader cannot be more ra- 
tionally entertained, than by comparing the virtues 
aiid vices of his own times with those which prevail- 
ed in the times of his forefathers ; and drawing a pa- 
rallel in his mind between his own private character, 
and that of other persons, whether of his own age, or 
of the ages that went before him. The contemplation 
of mankind under these changeable colours, is apt to 
shame us out of any particular vice^ or animate us to 



THE SPECTATOR. ITT 

May pttrdcular virtue : to make us pleased or ^spleas- 
5d with ourselves in the most proper points, to clear 
»ur minds of prejudice and prepossession, and rectify 
Jiat narrowness of temper which inclines us to think 
imiss of those who differ from ourselves. 

If we look into the manners of the most remote 
fcgea of the world, we discover human nature in her 
limplicity ; and the more we come downward towards 
>ur own times, may observe her hiding herself in ar- 
tifices and refinements, polished insensibly out of her 
original plainness, and at length entirely lost under 
Form and ceremony, and what we call good-breeding. 
Read the accounts of men and women as they are 
^ven us by the most ancient writers, both sacred and 
profane, and you would think you were reading the 
liistory ef another species. 

Among the writers of antiquity, there are none 
who instruct us more openly in the manners of the 
respective times in which they lived, than those who 
have employed themselves m satire, under what dress 
soever it may appear; as there are no other authors 
whose province it is to enter so directly into the ways 
of men, and set their miscarriages in so strong a light. 

Simonides, a poet &mous in his generation, is, I 
think, author of the oldest satire that is now extant ; 
and, as some say, of the first that was ever written. 
Thi^ poet flourished aboutfour hundred years after the 
siege of Troy; and shews, by his way of writing, the 
nmpficity, or rather coarseness of the age in which 
he lived. I have taken notice, in my hundred and sixty- 
first speculation, that the rule of observing what the 
French calLBienseance, in an allusion, has been found 
<mt of latter years; and that the ancients, provided 
there was a likeness in their similitudes, did nut much 
trouble themselves about the decency of the compa- 
rison. The satire or iambics of Simonides, witii which 
I shall entertain my readers in the present paper, arc 
m remaricable instance of what I formerly advanced 
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The subject' of this satire is woman. He describes 
the sex in their several characters, which he derives 
to them from a fanciful supposition msed upon the 
doctrine of pre-existence. He tells us, that the gods 
formed the souls of women out of tliose seeds and 
principles which compose several kinds of animals 
and elements; and that their good or bad disposi-^ 
tions arise in them according as such and such seeds 
and principles predominate in their constitutions. I 
have translated the author very faithfully, and if not 
word for word, which our language would not bcar,- 
at least so as to comprehend every one of his senti 
ments, without adding any thing of my own. I hav 
already apologized for this author's want of delicacy 
and must further pi*emise, that the following satir 
affects only some of the lower part of the sex, and no10 
tliosc who have been reBned by a polite education^v 
which was not so common in tlie age of this poet. 

" In the beginning God made the souls of woman — ■ 
^^ kind out of different materials, and in a separates 
" state from their bodies. 

" The souls of one kind of women were forme& 
*' out of those ingredients which compose a swine.^ 
^^ A woman of this make is a slut in her house, and A^^ 
^ glutton at her table. She is uncleanly in her person^ 
M a slattern in her dress, and her fanuly is no better 
« than a dung-hill. 

" A second sort of female soul was formed out of 
<< the same materials that enter into the compositioa 
^ of a fox. Such an one is what we call a notable dis- 
<^ ceming woman, who has an insight into every things 
** whether it be good or bad. In this species of fe- 
" males there are some virtuous and some vicious. 

*' A third kind of women are made up of canine 
*' particles. These are what we commonly call scolds, 
*' who imitate the animals out of which they were 
(< taken, that are always busy and barking, tliat snarl 
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•* at every one who comes in their wajr, and live in 
** perpetual clamour. 

** The fourth kind of women were made out of the 
^ earth. These are your sluggards, who pass away 
** their time in indolence and ignorance, hover over 
•* the fire a' whole winter, and apply themselves with 
** alacrity to no kind of business but eating. 

■ ** The fifth species of females were made out of 
•* the sea. These are women of variable uneven tem- 
** pers^ sometimes all storm and tempest, sometimes 
** aU calm and sunshine. The stranger who sees one 
** of these in her smiles and smoothness, would cry 
** her up for a miracle of good humour; but on a sud- 
** den her looks and wotxis are changed, she is nothing 
** but fury and outrage, noise and hurricane. 

** The sixth species were -made up of the ingredi- 
** ents which compose an ass, or a beast of burden. 
^ These are naturally exceeding slothful, but upon 
** the husband's exerting his authority, will live upon 
** hafd fare, and do every thing to please him. They 
^ are, however, far from being avei»se to venereal 
•* pleasure, and seldom refuse a male companion. 

** The cat furnished materials for a seventh species 
•* of women, who are of a melancholy, froward, una- 
^ miable- nature, and so jrepugnant to the offers of 
<* love, that they fly in the fS^e of their husband when 
" he approaches them witH conjugal endearments. 
** This species of women are likewise subject to lit- 
** tie thefts, cheats, and pilferings. 

>* The mare with a flowing mane, which was never 
•* broke to any servile toil and labour, composed an 
" eighth species of women. These are they who have 
« little regard for their husbands, who pass away their 
" time in dressing, bathing, and perfuming ; who 
" throw their hair into the nicest curls, and, 'trick it 
** up with the fairest flowers and garlands. A woman 
•* of this species is a very pretty thing for a stranger 
** to look upon, but very detrimental to the owner, 

o 2 
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^' unless it be a king or prince who takes a hjicj to 
** such a toy. 

^^ The ninth species of females were taken out of^ 
(' the ape. These are such as are both ugly and ili* 
^< natured, who have nothing beautiful in themselves^ 
" and endeavour to detract from or ridicule everything 
" which appears so in others. 

" The tenth and last species of women were made— 
^< out of the bee ; and happy is the man who getis 
^' such an one for his wife. She is altogether faulUessa 
^' and unblameable ; her family flourishes and im— - 
" proves by her good management. She loves henr 
" husband, and is beloved by him. She brings him a* 
" race of beautiful and virtuous children. She distin— 
^' guishes herself among her sex. She is surrounde(fl 
^^ with graces. She never sits among the loose tribes 
" of women, nor passes away her time with them ir^ 
** wanton discourses. She is fiiU of virtue and pru— 
" dence, and is the best wife that Jupiter can besto\^ 
" on man." 

I shall conclude these iambics with the motto o£ 
this paper, which is a fragment of the same author ^ 
*' A man cannot possess any thing that is better thanv 
^ a good woman, nor any thing that is worte than a^ 
« bad one." 

As the poet has shewn a great penetration in this^ 
diversity of female characters, he has avoided the faults 
which Juvenal and Monsieur Boileau are guilty of^ 
the former in liis sixth, and the other in his last sa*^ 
tire, where they have endeavoured to expose the sex 
in general, without doing justice to the valuable part 
of it. Such levelling satires are of no use to the world, 
and, for this reason, I have often wondered how the 
French author abovementioned, who was a man of 
exquisite judgment, and a lover of virtue, could think 
Imman nature a proper subject for satire in another- 
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of bis celebrated j^eces, which is called ^< The satire 
** upon man." What vice or frailty can a discourse 
correct, which"^ censures the whole species alike, and 
endeavours to shew hj some superficial strokes of 
"wit, that brutes are the more excellent creatures of 
tJie two ? A satire should expose nothing but what is 
c^orrigible, and make a due discrimination between 
'Uiose who are, and those who are not the proper 6b« 
3«cts of it. L. 
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^escio qnomodo inhaeret in mentibus quasi seculorum quoddam 
ailguriiim fntuiorum; idque.in maximis ingeniis altissimisque 
animis & existit maxime Sl apparet facillime. Cic 

There is, I know not bow, in the minds of men a certain presage^ 
as it were, of a future existence ; and this takes the deepest 
- toot, and is most discoverable in the greatest geniuses and 
most exalted souls. 

2\) the Sfiectator, 

< Sir, 

< I AM ^\y persuaded, that one of the best springs 

^ of generous and wordiy actions, is the having gene- 

* rouB and worthy thoughts of ourselves. Whoever 

has a. mean opimon of the dignity of his nature, will 

act in no higher a rank than he has allotted himself 

in his own estimation. If he considers his being tis 

circumscribed by the uncertain term of a few years, 

his designs wHl be contracted into the same narrow 

span he imagines is to bound his existence. How 

can he exalt Ms thoughts to any thing great and no^ 

ble, who only believes that, after a short turn on the 

stage of this world, he is to sink into obtivion, and to 

lose hia consciousness for ever?. 
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< For this reason I am of opinion) that so useful 

* and elevated a contempladon as that of the soul's 

* immortality cannot be resumed too often. There is 

* not a more improving exercise to the human mind, 

* than to be frequently reviewing its own great prii«- 

* leges and endowments ; nor a more efiPectual means 

< to awaken in us an ambidon raised above low objects 

^ and little pursuits, than to value ourselves as hein^ 
of eternity. 
Mt is a very great satisfaction *to consider the best 

< and wisest of mankind in all liations and ages, as-^ 

* serting, as with one voice, this their birthright, an< 

* to find it ratified by an express revelation. At the 

< same time, if we turn our thoughts inward upoiM^ 

* ourselves, we may meet with a kind of secret senses^ 

* concurring with the proofs of our own immortality.. 

* You have, in my opinion, raised a good presump— 

< tive argument from the increasing appetite the miincB 

< has to knowledge, and to the extending its own fa^ 

< culties, which cannot be accomplished, as the mor^ 

* restrained perfection of lower creatures may, in ther 

< limits of a short life. I think another probable con-^ 

* jecture may be raised from our appetite to duration^ 

< itself, and from a reflection on our progress througls. 

< the several stages of it: *' We are complsdning," as 

* you observe in a former speculation, " of the short- 
" ness of life, and yet are perpetually hurrying over 
^ the parts of it to arrive at cerdfti little settlements, 
^ or imaginary points of rest, which are dispersed up 
** and down in it." 

* Now let us consider what happens to us when we 

< arrive at these " imaginary points of rest :" do we 

< stop our moUon, and sit down satisfied in the set- 

* tlement we have gained? or are we not removing 
f the botmdary and marking out new points of rest, to 

< which we press forward with the like eagerness, and 

< which cease to be such as fast as we attain them? 
« Our case is like that of a traveller upon the Alps, 
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* who should fancy that the top of the next hill must 
^ end his journey^ because it terminates his prospect; 
^ but he no sooner arrives at it than he sees new 
^ ground and other hills beyond yet, and continues to 
' travel on as before. 

* This is so plainly every man's c(»idition in life, 
" that there is no one who has observed any thing, but 

* may observe, that ai fast as his time wears away, 
^ his appetite to something future remains. The use, 
*' therefore, I would make of it is this, that since na- 

* ture, as some love to express it, does nothing in vain, 

* or, to speak properly, since the Author of our being 
^ has planted no wandering passion in it, no desire 

* which has not its object, futurity is the proper ob- 

* ject of the passion so constantly exercised about it; 

* and this restlessness in the present, this assigning 

* ourselves over to farther stages of duration, this suc- 

* cessive grasping at somewhat still to come, appears 

* to me, whatever it may to others, as a kind of in- 
^ stinct or -natursd symptom* which the mind of man 

* has of its own immortality. 

^ I take it at the same time for granted, that the 

* immortality of the soul is sufficiently established by 
♦other arguments: and if. so, this appetite, which 

* otherwise would be very unaccountable and absurd, 
^ seems very reasonable, ; and adds streng^ to the 
^ conclusion. But I am amazed when I consider there 
' are creatures capable of thought, who, in spite of 

* every argument, can form to themselves a sullen sa- 
^ tisfaction in thinjdng otherwise. There is something 
' so pitifully mean in the inverted ambition of that- 

< man who can hope for annihilation, and please him- 

< self to think that his whole fabric shall one day crum- 
' ble into dust, and mix with the mass of inanimate 
^J^ngs, that it equally deserves our admiration and 

* pity. The mystery of such men's unbelief is not^ 
^ hard to be penetrated: and indeed amounts to no- 
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thing more than a sordid hope that they shall 
immortal, because they dare not be so. 

* This brings me back to my first observation) anc 
gives me occasion to say further, that as worthy ac- 
Sons spring from worthy thoughts, so worthy thoughts 
are likewise the consequence of worthy action^: bu- 
the wretch who has degraded himself below th 
character of iraanortality, is very willing to resii 
his pretensions to it, and to substitute in its room 
dark negative happiness in the extinction of his b&- 
ing. 

* The admirable Shakspeai^ has given us a stron ^ 
image of the unsupported condition of such apersc^^xi 
in his last minutes, in the second part of King Henir ^ 
tlie Sixth, where cardinal Beaufort, who had bee-T3 
concerned in the murder of the good duke Huii^- 
phrey, is represented on his death-bed. After son^^ 
short confused speeches, which shew an imagina* 
tion disturbed with guilt, just as he was expiring^ 
King Henry, standing by him full of compassion^ 
says, ; 

" Lord Caidinal! if thou think'st on Hcav'n's bliss, - 

^* Held up thy.hand, make signal of that ho|}e ! 
** He dies,^ and makes no sign !" 

* The despair which is here shewn, without a word 
^ or action on the part of the dying person, is beyond 

* what could be painted by the most forcible expres- 

* siona whatever. 

* I shall not pursue this thought farther, but only 
^ add, that as annihilation is not to be had with a wish, 

* so it is the most abject thing in the world to wish 

* it. What arc honour, fame, wealth, or power, when 
^ compared with the generous expectation of a being 
^ without end, and a happiness adequate to that hr- 

* mg ? "^ 

* I shall trouble you no farther; but with a certain 
•* gravity which these thoughts have given me, I re- 
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Hect upon some things people say of yoxtj as they 
will of men who disdngiiish themselves, which t 
hope are not true; and wish you as good a man as 
you are an author^ 
* I am, Sir, 

^ Your most obedient humble servant, 
Z, * T. D/ 



No. CCXI. THURSDAY, NOVEMBER I. 

Ficlis meminarit noi jocari fabuiis. Phjup. 

Let it he remember*d that we ^ort in fabled stories. 

HAVING lately translated the*" fragment of an old 
poet which describes womankind under several charac- 
ters, and supposes them to have drawn their different 
manners and dispositions from those animals and ele- 
ments out of which he tells us they were compounded ; 
I had some thoughts of giving the sex their revenge, 
by laying together in another paper the many vicious 
characters which prevail in the male world, and shew- 
ing the different ing^redients that go to the making 
up of such different humours and constitutions. 
Horace has a thought which is something akin to 
this, when, in order to excuse himself to his mistress 
for an invective which he had written against her, and 
to account for that unreasonable fury with which the 
heart of man is often transported^ he tells us, that 
when Prometheus made his man of clay, in the knead- 
ing up of the heart, he seasoned it with some furious 
particles of the lion. But upon turning this plan to 
and fro in my thoughts, I observed so many unac- 
countable humours in man, that I did not know out 
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•f what animals to fetch them. Male souls are i 
•ified with so many characters^ that the world hs 
variety of materials sufiBcient to furnish out thei 
ferent tempers and inclinations. The crjcation, 
all its animals and elements, would not be large en 
to supply their several extravagancies. 

Instead} therefore, of pursumg the thought < 
monides, I shall observe, that as he has expose 
vicious part of women from the doctrine of pre-i 
ence, some of the ancient philosophers have, 
manner, satirized the vicious part of the human 
cies in general, from a notion of the soul's postn 
ence, if I may so call it ; and that as Simonide 
scribes brutes entering into the composition of wo 
others have represented human souls as entering 
brutes. This is commonly termed the doctrii 
transmigration, which supposes that human souls 
on their leaving the body, become the souls of 
lands of brutes as they most resemble in their : 
ners; or, to give an account of it as Mr. Drydei 
described it, in his translation of Pythagoras' sp 
in the fifteenth book of Ovid, where that philosc 
dissuades his hearers from eadng flesh: 

'* Thus all things are but altered, nothing dies, 
** And here and there the unbody'd spirit tiies : 
*• By time, or force, or sickness dispossessed, 
** And lodges whtre it lights, in bird or beast, 
'< Or hunts without, till ready limbs it find, 
'* And actuates those according to their kind : 
** From tenement to tenement is toss'd : 
'< The soul is still the same, the figure only lost. 

•' Then let not piety be put to flight, 
" To please the taste of glutton-appetite ; 
" But suffer inmate souls secure to dwell, 
** Xiest from their seats your parents you expel ; • 
** With rabid hunger feed upon your kind, 
** Or from a beast dislodge a brother's mind." 
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Flato in the vision of Ems the Armenian, which I 
snay possibly make the subject of a fiiture speculation^ 
mecoitls some beautiful transmigrations : as that the 
aoul of Orpheus, who was musical, melancholy, and a 
iroman-hater, entered into a swan ; the soul of AjaXf 
'Which was all wrath and fierceness, into a lion ; the 
SDul of Agamenmon, that was rapacious and imperial, 
into an eagle : and the soul of Thersites, who was a 
mimic and a buffoon, into a monkey. 

Mr. Congreve, in a prologue to one of his comedies^ 
bas touched upon this doctrine with great humour. 

" Thus Aristotle's soul of old that was, 
** May now be damn'd to animate an ass ; 
" Or n this very house, for ought we know, 
" Is doing painful penance in some beau." 

1 shall fill up this paper with some letters which 
my last Tuesday's speculation has produced. My 
fcllowing correspondents will shew, what I there ob- 
served, that the speculation of that day affects only 
the lower part of the sex. 



f * From my house in the Strand, October 30, 1711. 

I * Mr. Spectator, 

* UPON reading your Tuesday's paper, I find by 
several symptoms in my constitution that I am a 
bee. My shop, or if you please to call it so, my 
cell, is in that great hive of females which goes by 
the name of " The New Exchange ;" where I am 
daily employed in gathering together a little s'lock 
of gain from the finest flowers about the town, I 
mean the ladies and the beaus. I have a nume- 
rous swarm of children, to whom I give the best 
education I am able : but, Sir, it is my misfortune 
to be married to a drone, who lives upon what I get, 
without bringing any thing into the common stock. 
Now, Sir, as on the one hand I take care not to be- 

▼0}.. HI. R 
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have myself towards him like a wasp, so likewise 
would not have him look upon me as an humble 
bee ; for which reason I do all I can to put hinr 




upon laying up provisions for a bad day, and fre 
quently represent to him the fatal efi'ects his slo 
and negligence may bring upon us in our old ag 
1 must beg that you will join with me in your 
advice upon this occasion, and you will for ev 
oblige 

' Your humble servant, 

Piccadilly, October 31, 171 :K. 
Sir, 
' I AM joined in wedlock for my sins to one c^f 
these fillies who are described in the old poet witii 
that hard name you gave us the other day. She 
has a flowing mane, and a skin as soft as silk : bu^ 
Sir, she passes half her life at her glass, and al- 
most ruins me in ribbons. For my own pmrt, I 
am a plain handicraft man, and in danger of break- 
ing by her laziness and expensiveness. Pray, mas- 
ter, tell me in your next paper, whether I may 
not expect of her so much drudgery as to take care 
of her family, and to curry her hide in case of re- 
fusal. 

♦ Your loving friend, 

* Barnaby Brittle.* 

Cheapside, October 30. 
• Mr. Spectator, 
• I AM mightily pleased with the humour of the 
^ cat ; be so kind as to enlarge upon that subject. 

« Your's till death, 

* JOSIAH HENPECK.' 

! P. S. You must know I am married to a Gri* 
< inalkin.' 



I 
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Wapping, October 81, 1711. 
< Sir, 
* EVER since your Spectator of Tuesday last 

* came into our family, my husband is pleased to 

* call me his Oceana, because the foolish old poet 

* that you have translated says, that the souls of some 

* women are made of sea-water. This, it seems, 

* has encouraged my sauce-box to be witty upon me. 

* When I am angry, he cries pr'ythee, my dear, be 

* calm ; when I chide one of my servants, pr'ythee, 

* child, do not bluster. He had the impudence about 

* an hour ago to tell me, that he was a sea-faring 

* man, and must expect to divide his lif^ between 
^ storm and sunshine. When I bestir myself with 

* any spirit in my family, it is high sea in his house ; 
- * and when I sit still without doing any thing, his 

•■ affairs forsooth are wind-bound. When I ask him 

* whether it rains, he makes answer, it is no matter, 
^ so that it be fair weather within doors. In short, 

* Sir, I cannot speak my mind freely to him, but I 

* either swell or rage, or do something that is not fit 

* for a civil woman to hear. Pray, Mr. Spectator, 
' since you are so sharp upon other women, let us 

* know what materials your wife is made of, if you 
' have one. I suppose you would make us a parcel 
' of poor-spirited tame insipid creatures : but, Sir, 

* I would have you to know, we have as good pas- 

* sions in us as yourself, and that a woman was ne- 
' ver designed to be a milk-sop. 

L. * Martha Tempest. 
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No. CCXII. FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 2. 

Eripe turpi 

CoUa jogo, liher siun, die age. »... Hoi 

^....Loose thy neck from this ignoble chain* 

And boldl/ say thou'rt free. Crceci 

* Mr. Spectator, 

* I NEVER look upon my dear wife, but I thiD 
of the happiness Sir Roger de Coverly enjoy 
in having such a friend as you to expose in propi 
colours the cruelty and perverseness of his mistres 
I have very oilen wished you visited in our &inil 
and were acquainted with my spouse ; she won 
afford you for some months at least matter enouf 
for one Spectator a week. Since we are not 
happy as to be of your acquaintance, give me ka 
to represent to you our present circumstances 
well as I can in writing. You are to know di 
that I am not of a very different constitution £r 
Nathaniel Henroost, whom you have lately reocx 
ed in your speculations ; and have a wife w 
makes a more tyrannical use of the knowledge 
my easy temper than that lady ever pretend^ 
We had not been a month married, when she fov 
in me a certain pain to give offence, and an in< 
lence tliat made me bear little inconveniences 
ther than dispute about them. From tliis obser 
tion it soon came to that pass, that if I offered 
go abroad, she would get between me and the do 
kiss me, and say she could not part with me ; a 
then down again I sat. In a day or two after t 
first pleasant step towards confining me, she < 
clared to me, that I was all the world to her, t 
she thought she ought to be all the world to me. 
ssdd she, my dear loves me as much as I love hi 
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he will never be tired of my company, ^This de- 
claration was foilowed by my being denied tg^U 
my acquaintance ; and it very soon came to that 
pass, that to give an answer at the door before my 
tace, the servants would ask her whether I was 
within or not ; and she would answer No with great 
fondness, and tell me I was a good dear. I will 
not enumerate more little circumstances to give 
you a livelier sense of my condition ; but tell you 
in general, th^t from such steps as these at first, 
I now live the life of a prisoner of state ; my let- 
ters are opened, and I have not the use of pen, ink, 
and paper, but in her presence. I never go abroad, 
except she sometimes takes me with her in her 
coach to take the air, if it may be called so when 
we drive, as we generally do, with the glasses up. 
I have over-heard my servants lament my condi- 
tion, but they dare not bring me messages without 
her knowledge, bepause they doubt my resolution 
to stand by them. In the midst of this insipid way 
of life, an old acquaintance of mine, Tom Meggot, 
who is a favourite with her, and allowed to visit 
me in her company because he sings prettily, has 
roused me to rebel, and conveyed his intelligence 
to me in the following manner* My wife is a great 
pretender to music, and very ignorant of it ; but 
for gone in the Italian taste. Tom goes to Arm- 
strong, the famous fine writer of music, and de- 
sires him to put this sentence of TuUy in the scale 
of an Italiai) air, and write it out for my spouse 
from him. An ille mihi liber cui mulier imperat ? 
Cui leges imponit, prscscribit, jubet, vetat, quod vi- 
detur ? Qui nihil imperanti negare^ nihil recusare 
audet ? Poscit? dandum est. Vocat? veniendom. 
Ejicit ? abeundum. Minitatur I extimiscendum. 
Does he live like a gentleman who is commanded 
by a woman ? He to whom she gives law, grants 
and denies what she pleases ? who can neither de- 

R 2 
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ny her any thing she asks, or refuse to do an 
thing she commands ? 

* To be short, my wife was extremely please 
with it ; said, the Italian was the only languag 
for music ; and admired how wonderfully tencL^ 
the sentiment was, nd how pretty the accent is t 
that language, with the rest that is said by rote c 
that occasion. Mr. Meggot is sent for to sing thii 
air, which he performs with mighty applause ; an 
my wife is in ecstacy on the occasion, and glad t 
find, by my being so much pleased, that I was 3 
last come into the notion of the Italian ; for, saif 
she, it grows upon one when one once comes tc 
know a little of the language : and pray, Mr. Meg- 
get, sing again those notes, " Nihil imperanti ne- 
gare, nihil rescusareV' You may believe I was not 
a little delighted with my friend Tom's expedient 
to alarm me, and in obedience to his summons I 
give all this story thus at large ; and I am resolved, 
when this appears in the Spectator to declare for 
myself. The manner of the insurrection I contrive 
by your means, which shall be no other than thai 
Tom Meggot, who is at our tea-table every mom- 
in^r. shall read it to us ; and if my dear can tak< 
the hint, and say not one word, but let this be the 
beginning of a new life without farther explana 
tion, it is very well : for as soon as the Spectator u 
read out, I shall without more ado, call forthe coach 
name the hour when I shall be at home, if I com< 
at all ; if I do not, they may go to dinner. If m] 
spouse only swells and says nothing, Tom and ] 
go out together, and all is w?ll, as I said before ; 
but if she begins to command or e>: postulate, yoi 
shall in my next to you receive a full account of hci 
resistance and submission, for submit the deai 
thing must to, 

♦ Sir, 
• Your most obedient humble servant, 

* ANTHONY FREEMAjr, 
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P. S. < I hope I need not tell you that I desire thU 
* may be in your very next. T. 
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No. CCXIII. SATURDAY, NOVEMBER S. 

......... Mens sibi conscia recti VmOw 

A good intention. 

■ 

IT is the great art and secret of Christianity, if I 
Bkay use that phrase, to manage our actions to the 
best advantage, and direct them in such a manner, 
that every thing we do may turn to account at that 
great day, when every thing we have done will be 
set before us. 

In order to give this consideration its full weight, 
We may cast all our actions under the division of 
xAuch as are in themselves either good, evil, or indif- 
ferent. If we divide our intentions after the same 
manner, and consider them with regard to our ac- 
tions, we may discover that great art and secret of 
religion which I have here mentioned. 

A good intention joined to a good action, gives it its 
proper f^rce and efficacy ; joined to an evil action, 
extenuates its malignity, and in some cases may take 
it wholly away ; and joined to an indifferent action 
turns it to a virtiie, and makes it meritorious as far 
&8 human actions can be so. 

In the next place, to consider in the same mannef 
the influence of an evil intention upon our actions. An 
evil intention perverts the best of actions, and makes 
them in reality, what the fathers with a witty kind 
of zeal have termed the virtues of the heathen 
world, 80 many sliining sins. It destroys the inno- 
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cence of an indifferent action, and gives an evil ac 
tion all possible bltickness and horror, or in the em- 
phatical lar.guage of sacred writ, '* makes sin ex- 
*' ccecing sinful." 

Ifv in the last place, we consider the nature of an 
indifferent intention, we shall tind that it destroys the 
irierit of a good action ; abates, but never takes 
away, the malignity of an evil action ; and leaves an 
inditierent action in its natural state of indifference. 

It is therefore of unspeakable advantage to possess 
our minds with an habitual good intention, and to aim 
all our thoughts, words and actions at some laudable 
end, whether it be the glory of our Maker, the good 
of mankind, or the benefit of our own souls. 

This is a sort of thrift or good husbandry in moral 
life, which does not throw away any single action^ 
but makes every one go as far as it can. It multi- 
plies the means of salvation, increases the number 
of our virtues, and diminishes that of our vices. 

There is something very devout, though not solid^ 
in Acosta's answer to Limborch, who objects to hina 
the multiplicity of ceremonies in the Jewish religion) 
as washings, dresses, meats, purgations, and the like. 
The reply which the Jew makes upon this occasion, 
is, to the best of my remembrance, as follows: 

* There are not duties enough (says he)' in the es- 

* sential parts of the law for a zealous and active 

* obedience. Time, place, and person are requisite 

* before you have an opportunity of putting a moral 
f virtue into practice. \Ve have therefore, says he, 

* enlarged the sphere of our duty, and made manjr 

* things which are in themselves indifferent a part 

* of our religion, that we may have more occasions 

* of shewing our love to God, and in all the circum- 

* stances of life be doing something to please him. 

Monsieur St. Evremond has endeavoured to palli- 
ate the superstitions of the Roman Catholic reli,:,ion 
with the same kind of apology, where he pretends to 
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consider the different spirit of the papists and the 
calvinists, as to the great points wherein thejr disa- 
gree. He tells us, that the former are actuated bj 
love, and the other by fear ; and that in their ex- 
pressions of duty and devotion towards the Supreme 
Being, the former seem particularly careful to do 
every thing which may possibly please him, and the 
other to abstain from every tiling which may possiblf 
displease him. 

But notwithstanding this plausible reason with 
which both the Jew and the Roman catholic would 
excuse their respective superstitions, it is certain 
there is something in them very pernicious to man- 
kind, and destructive to religion ; because the injunction 
of superfluous ceremonies makes such actions duties, 
AS were before uidifferent, and by that means renders 
religion more burthensome and diflicuit than it is in 
its own nature, betiays many into sins of omission 
which they could not otherwise be guilty of, and fix- 
es the minds of the vulgar to the shadowy unessen- 
tial points, instead of the more weighty and more 
important matters of the law. 

This zealous and active obedience however takes 
place in the great point we are recommending ; for 
if, instead of prescribing to ourselves indifferent ac- 
tions as duties, we apply a good intention to all our 
most indifferent actions, we make our very existence 
one continued act of obedience, we turn our diversions 
and amusements to our eternal advantage, and arc 
pleasing him, whom we are made to please, in all 
the circumstances and occurrences of life. 

It is this excellent frame of mind, this holy of- 
ficiousness, if I may be allowed to call it such, which 
is recommended to us by the Apostle in that uncom- 
mon precept wherein he directs us to propose to our- 
selves the glory of our Creator in all our most indif- 
ferent actions, * whether we eat or drink, or what- 
soever we do.' 
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A person therefore who is possessed with such an 
habitual good intention, as that which I have been 
hei*e speaking of, enters upon no single circumstance 
of life, without considering it as well-pleasing to the 
great Autlior of his being, conformable to the dic- 
tates of reason, suitable to human nature in general, 
or to that paiticular station in which Providence has 
placed him. He lives in a perpetual sense of the 
Divine Presence, regards himself as acting, in the 
whole course of his existence, under the observa- 
tion and inspection of that Being, who is privy to 
all his motions, and all his thoughts, who knows his 
^ down-sitting and his up-rising, who is about his 
^ path, and about his bed, and spieth out all his 
** ways." In a word, he remembei*s that the eye of 
his judge is always upon him, and in every action he 
reflects that he is doing what is commanded or al- 
lowed by him who will hereafter either reward or 
punish it. This was the character of those holy men 
of old, who, in the beautiful phrase of Scripture arc 
said to have " walked with God." 

When I employ myself upon a paper of morality, 
I generally consider how I may recommend the par- 
ticular virtue which I treat of, by the precepts or ex* 
amples of the ancient heathens ; by that means, if 
possible, to shame those who have greater advanta- 
ges of knowing their duty, and therefore greater 
obligations to perform it, into a better course of life : 
besides that many among us ai^ unreasonably dis- 
posed to give a fairer hearing to a pagan philoso- 
pher, than to a christian writer. 

I shall therefore produce an instance of this excel- 
lent frame of mind in a speech of Socrates, which 
is quoted by Erasmus. This great philosopher on 
the day of his execution, a little before the draught 
of poison was brought to him, entertaining his friends 
wiUi a discourse on the immortality of the soul, has 
these words : '" Whether or no God will approve of 
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** my actions, I know not ; but this I am sure of, 
" that I have at all times made it my endeavour to 
'* pfcase him, and 1 have a good hope that this my 
" endeavour will be accepted by him." We find in 
these words of that great man the habitual good in- 
tention Avhich I would here inculcate, and with which 
that divine philosopher always acted. I shall only 
add, tliat Erasmus, who was an unbigotted Roman 
catholic, was so much transported with this passage 
of Socrates, that he could scarce forbear looking upon 
him as a saint, and desiring him to pray for him ; or 
as that ingenious and learned writer has expressed 
himself in a much more lively manner : " When I 
" reflect on such a speech pronounced by such a 
" person, I can scarce forbear crying out, sancte So- 
" crates, ora ftro nobis : O holy Socrates, pray fop 
« us." 



No. CCXIV. MONDAY, NOVEMBER 5. 

Perienint tempora longi 

Servitii... »... Juv* 

A long dependence in an hour is lost. Drydjbn'. 

I DID some time ago lay before the world the un- 
happy condition of the trading part of mankind, who 
suffer by want of punctuality in the dealings of per- 
sons above them ; but there is a set of men who arc 
much more the objects of compassion than even those, 
and these are the dependents on great men, whom 
they are pleased to take under their protection as 
such as are to share in their friendship and favour. 
These indeed, as well from the homage that is acr 
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cepted from them, as the hopes which are given u> 
theni) are become a sort of creditors ; and these 
debts, being debts of honour, ought, according to 
the accustomed maxim, to be first discharged. 

When 1 speak of dependents, I would not be un* 
derstood to mean those who are worthless in them- 
selves, cr who, without any call, will press into the 
company of their betters. Nor, when I speak of 
patit.ns^ do 1 mean those who either have it not in 
their power, or have no obligation to assist their 
friends ; but X speak of such leagues where there m 
power and obligation on the one part, and merit and 
expectation on the other. 

The division of patron and client, may, I believe^ 
include a third of our nation ; the want of merit and 
real worth in the client, will strike out about ninety* 
nine in an hundred of these ; and the want of ability 
in the patrons, as many of that kind. But however) 
I must beg leave to say, that he who will take up 
another's time and fortune in his service, though he 
has no prospect of rewarding his merit towards hinOf 
is as unjust in his dealings as he who takes up goods 
of a tradesman without intention or ability to pay 
)um. Of the few of the class which I thijik fit to 
consider, there are not two in ten who succeed, in- 
somuch that I know a man of good sense who put 
his son to a blacksmith, though an offer was made 
him of his being received as a page to a man of qua- 
lity. There are not more cripples come out of the 
wars than there are from those great services ; some 
through discontent lose their speech, some their me- 
mories« others their senses or their lives ; and I sel- 
dom see a man thoroughly discontented, but I con- 
clude he has had the favour of some great man. I 
have known of such as have been for twenty years 
together within a month of a good employment, but 
never arrived at the happiness of being possessed of 
any thing. 
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There is nothing more oivlinary, than that a man 
"Who is got into a considerable staiion, shall immecli- 
titely alter his manner of treating]; all his friends, and 
from that moment he is to deal with you as if he 
were your fate. You ai*e no loiij^or to be consulted, 
even in mattere which concern yourself; but your pa- 
tron is !of a species above you, and a free communica- 
tion with you is not to be expected. This perhaps 
may be your condition all the while he bears otfice, 
and) when that is at an end, you are as intimate as 
ever you were, and he will take it very ill if you keep 
the distance he prescribed you towards him in his 
grandeur. One would think this should be a beha- 
viour a man could fall into with the worst grace ima- 
ginable ; but they who know the world have seen it 
more than once. I have often, with secret pity, heai-d 
the same man who has professed his abhorrence 
ag^nst all kind of passive behaviour, lose minutes, 
hours, days, and years, in a fruitless attenJiince on 
one who had no inclination to befriend him. It is 
very much to be rej^rcttod that the ji^reat have one 
particular privilege above the rest of the world, of 
being slow in recei\ in g impressions of kindness, and 
quick in taking offence. The elevaliorA above the rest 
of mankind, except in very groat minds, makes men 
so giddy, that they do not sec after the same manner 
they did before : thus they dc-^-pise their old friends, 
and strive to extend their interests to n3w pretenders. 
By this means it often happens that when you come 
to know how you lost such an employment, you will 
find the man who got it never dreamed of it; but, 
forsooth, he was to be surprised into it, or perhaps 
solicited to receive it. Upo.i such occasions as these^ 
a man may, perhaps, ^row out of humour ; if you are 
so, all mankind will fall in with thj patron, and you 
are an humourist, and attractable, if you are capable 
of being sour at a disappointment : but it is the same 
thing, whether you do or do not resent ill-usage, yo«i 
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will be used after the same manner; as some good 
mothers will be sure to whip their children until they 
cry, and then whip them for crying. 

There are but two ways of doing any thing with 
great people, and those are by making yourself either 
considerable or agreeable : the former is not to be at- 
tained but by finding a way to live without them, or 
concealing that you want them; the latter is only by 
falling into their taste and pleasures : this is, of gU 
the employments in the world, the most servile, ex- 
cept it happens to be of your own natural humour. For 
to be agreeable to another, especially if he be abo^e 
you, is not to be possessed of such qualities and ac- 
complishments as should render you agreeable in 
yourself, but such as msike you agreeable in respect to 
him. An imitation of his faults, or a compliance, if 
not subservience, to his vices, must be the measures 
of your conduct. 

When it comes to that, the unnatural state a man 
lives in, when his patron pleases, is ended; and his 
guilt and complaisance are objected to him, though 
the man who rejects him for his vices, was not only 
his partner, but seducer. Thus the client, hke a jroung 
woman who has given up the innocence which made 
her charming, has not only lost his time, but also the 
virtue which could render lum capable of resenting the 
injury which is done him. 

It would be endless to recount the tricks of turmng 
you off from themselves to persons who have less 
power to serve you, the art of being sorry for such 
an unaccountable accident in your behaviour, that 
such a one, who, perhaps, has never heard of you, 
opposes your advancement; and if you have any 
thing more than ordinary in you, you are flattered with 
a whisper, that it is no wonder people are so slow in 
doing for a man of your talents, and the like. 

After all this treatment, I must still add the plea- 
.,«3fltest insolence of all, which I have onge or twice 
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seen ; to wit, that when a silly rogue has thrown away 
one part in three of his life in unprofitable attendance, 
it is taken wonderfully ill that he withdraws, and is re- 
solved to employ the rest for himself. 

When we consider these things, and reflect upon 
so many honest natures, which one, who makes ob- 
servation of what passes, may have seen, that have 
miscarried by such sort of applications, it is too melan- 
choly a scene to dwell upon ; therefore I shall take 
another opportunity to discourse of good patrons, and 
<£stinguish such as have done their duty to those who 
have depended upon them, and were not able to act 
without their favouf. Worthy patrons are like Plato's 
guardian angels, who are always doing good to their 
wards ; but negligent patrons are like Epicurus's gods, 
that lie lolling on the clouds, and instead of blessings, 
pour down storms and tempests on the beads of thoau 
that are offering incense to them. T. 
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Ingenuas didicisr.e fiddlier artes 

Emoiiit mores, nee sinit esse feros. Ovid. 

Ingenuous arts , where thvy can entrance find, 
Soften the manners, and subdue the mind. 

I CONSIDER an human soul without education 
like marble in the quarry, wJiich shews none of its 
inherent beauties, until the skill of the polisher fetch- 
es out the colours, makes the surface shine, and dis- 
covers every ornamental cloud, spot, and vein, that 
runs through the body of it. Education, after the same 
manner, when it works upon a noble mind, draws out 
to view every latent virtue and perfection, which with- 
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out such helps are never able to make their appear- 
ance. 

If my reader vill give me leave to change the al- 
lusion so soon upon him, 1 shall make use ot the same 
instance to iilusti'ate the force of education, whicl;! 
Aristotle' has brought to explain his doctrine of sub- 
Btanlial forms, v.iicn he tells us that a statue lies hid 
in a block of marble; and tliat the art of tlie statuary 
ci.Iy cleai-s away the superfiucus matter, and removes 
the rubbish. 'J he figure is in the stone, the sculptor 
only finds it. What sculpture is to a block of marble, 
education is to an human soul. The philosopher, the 
paint? or the liCro, the wise, tlie good, or tiie great 
man; very often lie hid and concealed in a plebeian, 
which a proper education might have disuiterred, and 
luive brought to light. I am therefore much delight- 
ed V ith reading the accounts of savage nationS) and 
with contcmplraing those virtues v.hich are wild and 
uncultivated J to see ccurage exerting itself in fierce- 
ness, resolution in obstinacy, wisdom in cunning, pa- 
tience in sulltr.ntss and despair. 

!Men's passions operate variously, and appear in 
dittlrent kinds of actions, according as they are more 
<-r Uss rectified and svaved bv reason. When one 
hears of negroes, whff, upon the death of their mas- 
ters, or upon changing their service, hang themselves 
upon the next tree, as it frequently happens in our 
American plaiUations, who can forbear admiring their 
fidelity, though it expresses itself in so dreadful a 
manner? ^\'hat might not that savage greatness of 
fioul vhich appears in these poor wTetches on many 
occasions, be raised to, were it lightly cultivated? And 
what colour of excuse can there be for the contempt 
Avith which we treat thir, part of our species? That we 
should not put them upon the common foot of huma- 
nity, that V. e should only set an insignificant fine upon 
the man \f ho murders them ; nav, that we sliould. as 
much as in us lies, cut them off from the prospec 
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of happiness in another world as well as in this, and 
deny them that which we look upon as the proper 
means for attaining it \ 

Since I am engaged on this subject, I cannot for- 
bear mentioning a story which I have lately heaid, 
ond which is so well attested, that I have no manner 
of reason to suspect the truth of it. I may call it a 
kind of wild tragedy that passed about twelve yeai's 
ago at St. Christophers, one of our Briti.^h leeward 
islands. The negroes, who were the persons concern- 
ed in it) were all of them the slaves of a gentleman 
who is now in England. 

This gentleman, among his negroes, had a young 
woman who was looked upon as a most cxtmordinary 
beauty by those of her own complexion. lie had, at 
the same time, two young fellows, who were likewise 
negroes and slaves, remarkable for the comeliness of 
their, persons, and for the friendship which they bore 
to one another. It unfortunately happened that both of 
them fell in love with the female negroe abovemen- 
tioned, who would have been very glad to have taken 
jeither of them for her husband, provided they coidd 
agree between themselves which should be the man. 
But they were both so passionately in love with her, 
that neither of them could think of giving her up to 
his rival ; and at the same time were so tnie to one 
another, that neither of them would think of gaining 
her without his friend's consent. The torment of these 
two lovers were the discouree of tlie family to which 
they belonged, who could not forbear observing the 
strange complication of passions which perplexed the 
hearts of the poor negroes, that often dropped ex- 
pressions of the uneasiness they underwent, and how 
impossible it was for either of them ever to be happy. 

After a long struggle between love and friendship, 
truth and jealousy, they one day took a walk together 
into a wood, carrying their mistress along with them : 
where, after abundance of lamentations, they stabbed 

s 2 
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her to the heart, of which she immediately died. A 
slave who was at his work not far from the place where 
this astonishing piece of cruelty was committed, hear- 
ing the shrieks of the dying pei'son, ran to feee what 
was the occasion of them. He there discovered the 
woman lying dead upon the ground, with the two ne- 
groes on each side of her, kissing the dead corpse, 
weeping over it, and beating their breasts in the ut- 
most agonies of grief and despair. He immediately 
ran to the English family with the news of what he 
had seen ; who, upon coming to the place saw the wo- 
man dead, and the two negroes Expiring by her with 
wounds they had given themselves. 

We see in this amazing instance of barbarity, what 
strange disorders are bred in the minds of those men 
whose passions are not regulated by virtue, and disci- 
plined by reason. Though the action which I have re- 
cited is in itself full of guilt and hoiTor, it proceeded 
from a temper of mind which might have produced 
very noble fruits, had it been informed and guided by 
a suitable education. 

It is therefore an unspeakable blessing to be bom in 
those parts of the world where wisdom and knowledge 
flourish ; though it must be confessed, there are, even 
in tliese parts, several poor uninstructed persons, who 
are but little above the inhabitants of those nations of 
which I have been here speaking ; as those who have 
had the advantage of a more liberal education, rise 
above one another by several different degrees of per- 
fection. For to return to our statue in the block of mar- 
ble, we see it sometimes only begun to be chipped^ 
sometimes rough-hewn, and but just sketched into an 
human figure ; sometimes wx see the man appearing 
distinctly in all his limbs and features, sometimes we 
find the figure wrought up to a great elegancy, but sel- 
dom meet with any to which the hand of a Phidias or 
Praxiteles could not give several nice touches and 
finishings* 
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Discourses of morality, and reflections upon human 
nature, are the best means we can make. use of to im- 
prove our minds, and gain a true knowledge of our- 
selves^ and consequently to recover our souls out of 
the vice, ignorance, and prejudice, which naturally 
cleave to them. I have all along professed myself in 
this paper a promoter of these great ends ; and I flat- 
ter myself that I do from day to day contribute some- 
thing to the polishing of men's minds : at least my 
design is laudable whatever the execution may be. I 
must confess I am not a little encouraged in it by map 
ny letters which I receive firom unknown hands, in ap- 
probation of my endeavours ; and must take this op- 
portunity of returning my thanks to those who write 
them, and excusing myself for not inserting several of 
them in my papers, which I am sensible would be a 
very great ornament to them. Should I pubUsh the 
pndses which are so well penned, they would do honor 
to the persons who write them, but my publishing of 
them would^ I fear, be a sufiicient instance to the world 
that I did not deserve them. C. 
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No. CCXVI. WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER T, 

Siquidem hercU possis, nil prius, neque fbrtius s 
Verum si incipies, iieqae periicies naviter 
Atque, ubi pati non poteris, cum nemo expeteti 
Infecta pace, ultr6 ad earn venies, indicans 
Te amare, fie ferre non posse : actum est ilicet, 
Peilsti : eludet ubi te victiim senserit. Tea. 

If indeed you can keep to your resolution, you will act a noble 
and a manly part : but if, when you have set about it, yov 
courage fails you, and you make a voluntary submissi<Mi, ac« 
knowledging the violence of your passion, and your inability to 
hold out any longer, all is over with you ; you are undone, and 
may go hang yourself ; she will insult over you, when fihe fiildl 
you her slave. 

To the S/iectator. 

* Sir, 

< THIS is to inform you, that Mr. Freeman had no 

< sooner taken coach, but his lady was taken with a 

< terrible fit of the vapours, wliich, it is feared, wjil 

* make her miscarry, if not endanger her life ; there- 

< fore, dear Sir, if you know of any receipt that is 

< good against this fashionable reigmng distemper, be 

< pleased to communicate it for the good of the pub- 

* lie, and you will oblige 

< Tour's, 

* A. NoEWILL. 

* Mr. Spectator, 

< THE uproar was so great, as soon as I had read 

* the Spectator concerning Mrs. Freeman, that after 

< many revolutions in her temper, of raging, swoon* 

* ing, radling, faintijig, pitying herself, and reviling her 
^ husband, upon an accidental coming-in of a neigh- 

* bouring lady, who says she has writ to you also, she 

< had nothing left for it but to fall in a fit. I had the 
' honour to read the paper to her, and have a pretty 
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* good command of my countenance and temper on 

* such occasions ; and soon found my historical name 

* to be Tom Meggot in your wiitir.gs, but concealed 

* mvself until I saw how it afTected Mrs. Freeman. She 

* looked frequently at her husband, as often at me ; and 
^ she did not tremble as she filled tea, until she came 
' to the circumstance of iV^mstroiig's writing out a 

* piece of Tully for an opera time : then she bui^stout, 

* Siie was exposed, she was deceived, she was wrong- 

* ed and abused. The tea-cup w^as thrown in the fire ; 

* and witliout taking vengeance on her spouse, she 

* said of me, that I was a pretending coxcomb, a 

* meddler that knew not what it was to interpose in 

* so nice an affair, as between a man and his wife. To 

* which Mr. Freeman said. Madam, were 1 less fond 
' of you than I am, I should not have taken this way 

* of writing to the Spectator, to inform a woman whom 

* God and nature has placed under my direction, with 

* vhat I request of her ; but since you are so indis- 

* creet as not to take the hint which I gave you in 

* tliat paper, I must tell you. Madam* in so many 

* words, that you have for a long and tedious space 

* of time acted a part unsuitable to the sense vou 

* ought to have of the suboixliiiation in which you are 

* placed. And I must acquaint you, once for all, that 
^ the fellow without, jia Tom I (here the footman en- 

* tercd, and answered. Madam) sirrah, do not you 

* know my voice ? look upon me when I speak to you : 

* I say, Madam, this fellow here is to know of me my- 

* self, whether I am at leisure to see company or not. 
< I am from this hour master of this house ; and my 

* business in it, and every where else, is to behave 

* myself in such a manner as it shall hereafter be an 

* honour to you to bear my name ; and your pride, 

* that you are the delight, the darling and ornament 
' of a man of honour, useful and esteemed by his 
' friends ; and I no longer one that has buried some 
^ merit in the world, in compliance to a fh)ward hu« 
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mour which has grown upon an agreeable woman b 
his indulgence. Mr. Freeman ended this with 
tenderness in his aspect and a down-cast eye, whicl 
shewed he was extremely moved at the anguish h 
saw her in ; for she sat swelling with passion, odi 
her eyes firmly fixed on the fire ; when I, feann] 
he would lose sill again, took upon me to provoke he 
out of that amiable sorrow she was in, to fall upoi 
me ; upon which I said very seasonably for mj 
fiiend, that indeed Mr. Freeman was become thu 
common talk of the town ; and that nothing was s< 
much a jest, as when it was said in company Mr 
Freeman has promised to come to such a place 
Upon which the good lady turned her softness inti 
downright rage, and threw the scalding tea-kettl< 
upon your humble servant ; flew into the middle o 
the room, and cried out she was the imfortunates 
of all women : others kept family dissatisfaction; 
for hours of privacy and retirement : no apolog] 
was to be made to her, no expedient to be found, n< 
previous manner of breaking what was amiss in her 
but all the world was to be acquainted witli her er 
rors. without the least admonition. Mr. Frecmai 
was going to make a softening speech, but I inter 
posed ; look you, madam, I have nothing to say ti 
this matter, but you ought to consider you arc noi 
past a chicken ; this humour, which was we! 
enough in a girl, is insufferable in one of your mc 
therly character. With that she lost all patience 
and flew directly at her husband's periwig. I go 
her in my arms, and defended my friend : he mak 
ing signs at Uie same time that it was too much ; 1 
beckoning, nodding, and frowning over her shoulder 
that he was lost if he did not persist. In tliis man 
ner she flew round and round the room in a moment 
until the lady I spoke of above and sen^ants entered 
upon which she fell on a couch as breathless. ] 
9till kept up my friend ^ but he with a very 3iU] 
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air, bid them bring the coach to the doof , and we 
went off, I being forced to bid the poachman drive 
on. We were no sooner come to my lodgings, but 
all his wife's relations came to enquire after him ; 
and Mrs. Freeman's mother writ a note, wherein 
she thought never to have seen this daj, and so 
forth. 

< In a word. Sir, I am a&aid we are upon a thing 
we have not talents for ; and I can observe alrea- 
dy, my friend look upon me rather as a man who 
knows a weakness of him that he is ashamed of, 
than one who has rescued him from slavery. Mr. 
Spectator, I am but a young fellow, and if Mr. 
Freeman submits, I shall be looked upon as an in- 
cendiary, and never get a wife as long as I breathe. 
He has indeed sent word home he shall lie at 
Hampstead to-night ; but I believe fear of the first 
onset afler this rupture has tuu great a place in 
this resolution. Mrs. Freeman has a very pretty 
sister ; suppose I delivered Mm up, and articled 
with the mother for her for bringing him home. 
If he has not cours^e to stand it, you are a great 
casuist, is it such an ill thing to bring myself off 
as well as I can ? What makes me doubt my man, 
is, that I find he thinks it reasonable to expostu- 
late at least with her ; and Capt. Sentry will tell 
you, if you will let your orders be disputed, you 
are no kniger a commander. I wish you could 
advise me how to get clear of this business hand- 
somely. 

< Tour's, 
T* * Tom Meggot.* 
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No. CCXVII. THURSDAY, NOVEMBER ». 

Tunc foemina simplex 

Et pariter toto repetitur clamor ab antro. Jtt^ 

Then, unrestrain'd by rules of decency, 
Th' assembled females raise a general cry. 

I SHALL entertain my reader to-day with son 
letters from my correspohdents. The first of them 
the description of a club, whether real or imaginary 
cannot determine ; but am apt to fancy, that the wi 
ter of it, whoever she is, has formed a kind of no 
tumal orgie out of her own fancy : whether this be i 
or not, her letter may conduce to the amendment 
that kind of persons who are represented in it, ai 
whose characters are frequent enough in the world 

< Mr. Spectator, 
< IN some of your papers you were pleased to gi^ 
the public a very diverting account of sevei^al clul 
and nocturnal assemblies; but I am a member of 
society which has wholly escaped your notice, 
mean a club of She-romps. We take each a hac 
ney-coach, and meet once a week in a large upp 
chamber, which we hire by the year for thatpurpos 
' our landlord and his fbimily, who are quiet peopl 
constantly contriving to be abroad on our club-nigb 
We are no sooner come together than we throw c 
all that modesty and reservedness with which oi 
sex are obliged to disguise themselves in public pi 
ces. I am not able to express the pleasure we enjc 
from ten at night until four in the morning, in bein 
as rude as you men can be for your lives. As o\ 
play runs high, the room is immediately filled wit 
broken fans, torn petticoats, lappets, or head-di-esse 
fioimces, fiu'belows, garters, and woridng apron 
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I had forgot to tell you at first, that besides the 
coaches we come in ourselves, there is one which 
stands always empty to carry off our dead men, for 
so we call all those fragments and tattei's with 
which the room is strewed, and which we pack up 
together in bundles and put into the aforesaid coach : 
it is no small diversion for us to meet the next 
night at some member's chamber, where every 
one is to pick out what belonged to her from this 
confused bundle of silks, stuffs, laces, and ribbons. 
I have hitherto given you an account of our diver- 
uon on ordinary club-nights ; but miust acquaint 
you further, tliat once a month we demolish a 
prude ; that is, we get some queer formal crea- 
ture in among us, and unrig her in an instant. 
Our last month's prude was so armed and fortiaed 
in whale4x)ne and buckram, and we had much 

* ado to come at her ; but you would have died with 

* laughing to have seen how the sober aukward thing 

* looked when she was forced out of her intrench- 

* ments. In short. Sir, it is impossible to give a 

* tme notion of our sport, unless you would come 
^ one night amongst us ; and though it be directly 

* against the rules of our society to admit a male 

* visitant, we repose so much confidence in your si- 

* lence and taciturnity, that it was agreed by the 

* whole club, at our last meeting, to give you en- 

* trance for one night as a spectator. 

' I am your humble servant, 

' Kitty Termagant. 

P. S. ' We shall demolish a prude next Thurs- 
< day.' 

Though I thank Kitty for her kind offer, I do fcot 
.at present find in myself any inclination to venture 
my person with her and her romping companions, 
I should regard myself as a second Clodius, intrud- 
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iag on the mysterious rites of the Bona Dea, an 
should apprehend being demolished as much as tb 
prude. 

The following letter comes from a gentleman 
whose taste 1 find is much too delicate to endure th( 
least advance towards romping. I may, perhapi 
hereafter improve upon the hint he has given me^ 
and make it the subject of a whole Spectator j in th^ 
mean time take it as it follows in his own words. 

' Mr. Spectator, 

' IT is my misfortune to be in love with a young" 

creature who is daily committing faults, whicH 

though they give me the utmost uneasiness, I 

know not how to reprove her for, or even acquaint 

her with. She is pretty, dresses well, is rich, and 

good-humoured ; but either wholly neglects, or has 

no notion of that which polite people have agp^ed 

to distinguish by tlie name of Delicacy. After 

our return from a'^walk the other day, she threw 

herself into an elbow chair, and professed before 

a large company, that " she was all over in a 

sweat." She told me this afternoon " that her 

stomach aked ;*' and was complaining yesterday 

at dinner of something that " stuck in her teeth." 

I treated her with a basket of fruit last summer, 

which she eat so very greedily, as almost made me 

resolve never to see her more. In short. Sir, I 

begin to tremble whenever I see her about to speak 

or move. As she does not want sense, if she takes 

these hints 1 am happy ; if not, I atn more than 

afraid, that these things which shock me even in 

the behaviour of a mistress, will appear insupport- 

•able in that of a wife. 

* I am. Sir, your*s, &c. 

My next letter comes from a correspondent whom 
I cannot but very much value upon the account 
which she gives of herself. 



THE SPECTATOR. 21.3 

' Mr. Spectator, 
' I AM happily arrived at a state of tranquillity, 
which few people envy, I mean that of an old 
maid ; therefore being wholly unconcerned in all 
that medley of follies which our sex is apt to con- 
tract from their silly fondness of yours, I read 
your railleries on us without provocation. I can 
say with Hamlet, 

" Man delights not me, 

•* Nor woman neither." 



* Therefore, dear Sir, as you never spare your own 

* sex, do not be afraid of reproving what is ridicu- 
' lous in ours, and you will oblige at least one wo- 

* * man, who is 

* Your humble servant, 

< Susanna Frost.' 

* Mr. Spectator, 
' I AM wife to a clergyman, and cannot help 

* thinking that in your tenth or tithe character df 

* womankind you meant myself, therefore I have no 

* quarrel against you for the other nine characters. 

' Your humble servant, 

X. 'A. B.' 
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No. CCXVIII. FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 9. 

Qiiid de quoque viro, & cui dicas, sxpe cavet«. Hoik, 

Have a care 

Of whom you talk, to whom, and what, and where. 

PooLT. 

I HAPPENED the other day, as my way is, to 
stroll into a little coffee-house beyond Aldgate ; and 
as 1 sat there, two or three very plain sensible men 
were talking of the Spectator. One said, that he 
had that morning drawn the great benefit-ticket ; 
another wished he iiad ; but a tibird shaked his head 
and said, it was a pity that the writer of that paper 
was such a sort of man, that it was no g^reat matter 
whether he had it or n6. He is, it seems, said the ' 
good man, the most extravagant creature in the 
world ; has run' through vast sums, and yet been ill 
continual want ; a man, for all he talks so weU of 
economy, unfit for any of the offices of life by rea- 
son of his profiiseness. It would be an luihappy 
thing to be his wife, his child, or his fiiend ; and yet he 
talks as well of those duties of life as any one. Much 
reflection has brought me to so easy a contempt for 
every thing which is false, that this heavy accusa* 
tion gave nie no manner of uneasiness ; but at the 
same time it threw me into deep thought upon the 
subject of fame in general ; and I could not but ^ty 
such as were so weak, as to value what the commoo 
people say out of their own talkative temper to the 
advantage or diminution of those whom they men- 
tion, without being moved either by malice or good- 
will. It will be too long to expatiate upon the sens^ 
all mankind have of fame, and the inexpressible' 
pleasure which there is in the approbation of worthy 
men, to all who are capable of wortliy actions ; \»it 
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methinksone may divide the general word Fame into 
three different species, as it regards the different or- 
ders of mankind who have any thing to do with it. 
Fame therefore may be divided into glory, which re- 
spects the hero ; reputation, which is preserved by 
every gentleman ; and credit, which must be sup- 
ported by every tradesman. These possessions in 
&me are dearer than life to those characters of men^ 
or rather are the life of these characters. Glory^ 
while the hero pursues great and noble enterprizes, 
is imipregnable ; and all the assailants of his renown 
do but shew their pain and impatience of it*s bright- 
ness, without throwing the least shade upon it. If 
the foundation of ah high name be virtue and service, 
all that is offered against it is but rumour, which is 
too short-lived to stand up in competition with glory, 
which is everlasting. 

Reputation, which is the patron of every man who 
would live with the elegant and knowing part of man- 
kind, is as stable as glory, •if it be as well founded ; and 
the common cause of human society is tho'ught con- 
cerned when we hear a man of good behaviour calum- 
niated : besides which, accprdmg to a prevailing cus- 
tom amongst us, every man has his defence in his 
own arm : and reproach is soon checked, put out of 
countenance and overtaken by disgrace^ ., 

The most unhappy of all men, and the most ex- 
posed to the malignity and wantonness of the com- 
mon voice, is the trader. Credit is undone in whi»« 
{>ers; The tradesman's wound is received from one 
who is more private and more cruel than the ruffian 
with the lanthom and d^ger. The manner of re- 
peating a man's name-— As ; ^< Mr. Cash, Oh ! do 
" you leave your money at his shop ? Why, do you 
" know Mr. Searoom ? He is indeed a general mer- 
^ chant." I say, I have seen, from the iteration of 
a man's name, Idding one thought of him, and ex- 
ig what you hide^ by saying spmething to to 

T 3 
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adva?>tage when you speak, a merchant hurt in his 
credit ; and liim who every day he lived, literally 
added to tlie value of his native country, undone by 
one who was only a burden and a blemish to it. Since 
every body who knows the world is sensible of this 
great evil, how careful ought a man to be in his lan- 
guage of a merchant ? It may possibly be in the 
power of a very shallow creature to lay the ruin of 
the best family in the most opulent city ; and the 
more so, the more highly he deserves of his coun- 
try ; that is to say, the farther he places his wealth 
out of his hands, to draw home that of another cli- 
rtiate. 

In this case an ill word may change plenty into 
want, ind by a rash sentence a free and generous 
fortune may in a few days be reduced to beggary. 
How little does a giddy prater imagine, that an idle 
phi'ase to the disfavour of a merchant may be as per- 
nicious in the consequence, as the forgery of a deed 
to bar an inheritance would be to a gentleman ? Land 
stands where it did before a gentleman was calunmi- 
ated, and the state of a great action is just as it was 
before calumny was offered to diminish it, there is 
time, place, and occasion, expected to unravel all 
that is contrived against those characters ; but the 
trader wlio*is ready only for probable demands upon 
him, can have no armour against the inquisitive, the 
malicious, and the envious, who are prepared to fill 
{he cry to his dishonour. Fire and sword are s\oyf 
engines of destruction, in comparison of the babbler 
in the case of the merchant. 

Tor this reason I thought it an imitable piece of 
liumanity of a gentleman of my acquaintance, who 
had great variety of affairs, and used to talk with 
warmth enough against gentlemen by vrhom he 
thought himself ill dealt with ; but he would neveV 
Jet any thuig be urged against a merchant, with 
whom he had any difference^ except in a court of 
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justice. He used to say, that to speak ill of a mer- 
chant, was to begin his suit with judgment and exe- 
cution. One cannot, I think, say more on this occa- 
sion, than to repeat, that the merit of the merchant 
is above that of all other subjects ; for while he is 
untouched in his credit, his hand-writing is a more 
portable coin for the service of his fellow-citizens, and 
his word the gold of Ophir to tlie country wherein he 
besides. T. 
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Vix ea nostra voco Ovxb. 

These I scarce call our own. 

THERE are but few men who are not ambitious 
of distinguishing themselves in the nation or country 
where they live, and of growing considerable among 
tiiose with whom they converse. There, is a kind of 
grandeur and respect, which the meanest and most 
JBisignificant part of mankind endeavour to procure 
in the little circle of their friends and acquaintance» 
The poorest mechanic, nay, the man who lives upon 
common alms, gets him his set of admirers, and de- 
lights in that superiority which he enjoys over those 
who are in some respects beneath him. This ambi- 
tion, which is natural to the soul of man, might me- 
thinks receive a very happy turn ; and, if i,t were right- 
ly directed, contribute as much to a person's advan- 
tage, as it generally does to his uneasiness and dis- 
quiet. 

I shall therefore put together some thoughts on thig 
subject, wjiich I have not met with in other writers ; 
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and shall set them down as they have occurred to m^i 
without being at the pains to connect or methodise 
them. 

AH superioiity and pre-eminence that one man can 
have over another, may be reduced to the notion of 
quality, which, considered at large, is either that of 
fortune, body, or mind. The first is that which con- 
Siists in birth, title, or riches ; and is the most foreign 
to our natures, and what we can the least call our own 
of any of the three kinds of quality. In relation to 
the body, quality arises from health, strength, or beau* 
ty ; which are nearer to us, and more a part of our- 
selves than the former. Quality, as it regards the 
mind, has its rise from knowledge or virtue , and is 
that which is more essential to us, and more intimate- 
ly united with us than either of the other two. 

The quality of fortune, though a man has less rea- 
son to value himself upon it than on that of the body or 
mind, is however the kind of quality which makes the 
most shining figure in the eye of the world. 

As virtue is the most reasonable and genuine 
source of honour, we generally find in titles an inti* 
mation of some particular merit that should recom^ 
mend men to the high stations which they possess. 
Holiness is ascribed to the pope ; majesty to kings; 
serenity or mildness of temper to princes ; excel- 
lence or perfection to ambassadors ; grace to arch* 
bishops ; honour to peers ; worship or venerable be- 
haviour to magistrates ; and reverence, which is of 
the same import as the foimerj^ to the inferior 
clergy. 

In the founders of great &milies, such attribute* 
of honour are generally correspondent with the vir- 
tues of the person to v^om they are applied : but in 
the descendents they are too often the marks rather 
of grandeur than of merit. The stamp and denomi- 
nation still continues) Irat the mthnnc vakie is £r»* 
quently los^. 
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The death-bed shews the emptiness of titles in a 
true light. A poor dispirited sinner lies trembling 
under the apprehensions ef the state he is entering 
on ; and is asked by a grave attendant how his holi- 
ness does ? "Another hears himself addressed to un- 
der the title of highness or excellency, who lies un- 
der such mean circumstances of mortality, as are 
the disgrace of human nature. Titles at such a time 
look rather like insults and mockery than respect. 

The truth of it is, honours are in this world under 
no regulation ; true quality is neglected, virtue is 
oppressed, and vice triumphant. The last day will 
rectify this disorder, and assign to every one a sta- 
tion suitable to the dignity of his character ; ranks 
ynW be then adjusted, and precedency set right. 

Methinks we should have an ambition, if not to 
advance ourselves in another world, at least to pre- 
serve our post in it, and outshine our iiiferiors in 
virtue here, that they may not be put above us in a 
state which is to settle the distinction for eternity. 

Men in scripture are called " strangers and sojour- 
** ners upon earth," and life a " pilgrimage." Seve- 
ral he,athen as well as christian authors, under the 
same kind of metaphor, have represented the world 
as an inn, which was only designed to furnish us 
with accommodations in this our passage. It is 
therefore very absurd to think of settmg up our rest 
before we come to our journey's end, and not rather 
to take care of the reception we shall there meet, 
than to fix our thoughts on the little conveniences 
and advantages which we enjoy one above another in 
the way to it. 

Epictetus makes use of another kind of allusion, 
which is very beautiful, and wonderfully proper to 
incline us to be satisfied with the post in which Pro- 
vidence has placed us. We are here, says he, ds in 
a theatre, where every one has a part allotted to him. 
The great duty which lies upon a man is to act hid 
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part iu perfection. We may indeed say, that out 
part does not suit us, and that we could act another 
better. But this, says the philosopher, is not our 
business. All that we are concerned in is to excel 
in the part which is given us. If it be an improper 
one, the fault is not in us, but in him who has cast 
our several parts, and is the great disposer of the 
drama. 

The part that was acted by this philosopher him- 
self was but a very indifferent one, for he lived and 
died a slave. His motive to contentment in this par- 
ticular, receives a very great enforcement from the 
above-mentioned consideration, if we remember that 
our parts in the other world will be new cast, and 
that mankind will be there ranged in different sta- 
tions of superiority and pre-eminence, in proportion 
as they have here excelled one another in virtue, and 
performed in their several posts of life the dutiet 
which belong to them. 

There are many beautiful passages in the little 
apocryphal book, entitled " The Wisdom of Solo- 
mon," to set forth the vanity of honour, and the like 
temporal blessings which are in so great repute 
among men, and to comfort those who have not the 
possession of them. It represents in very warm and 
noble terms this advancement of a good man in the 
other world, and the great surprise which it will 
produce among those who are his superiors in this. 

* Then shall the righteous man stand in great bold- 

* ness before the face of such as have afflicted him, 

* and made no account of his labours. When they 

* see it, they shall be troubled with terrible fear, and 
' shall be amazed at the strangeness of his salvation, 

* so far beyond all that they looked for. And they 

* repenting and .groaning for anguish of spirit, shall 
< say within themselves. This was he whom we had 

* sometimes in derision, and a proverb of reproach. 
^ We foolji accounted his life madnesS} and his end 



n% SPECTATOR. 23^^ 

* to be without honour. How is he numbered among 

* the children of God, and his lot is among the 

* ssdnts/ 

If the reader would see the description of a life 
that is passed away in vamty, and among the shadows 
of pomp and greatness, he may see it very finely 
drawn in the same place. In the mean time, since 
it is necessary in the present constitution of things, ;V 
that order and distinction should be kept in the ' 
world, we should be happy, if those who enjoy the 
upper stations in it, would endeavour to surpass 
others in virtue, as much as in rank, and by their hu- 
manity and condescension make their superiority 
easy and acceptable to those who are beneath them ; 
and if, on the contrary, those who are in meaner 
posts of life, would consider how they may better 
their condition hereafter, and by a just deference and 
tubmission to their superiors, make them happy in 
those blessing^ with which Providence thought fit to 
distinguish them. Q. 
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Rumoresque sent varios Virg. 

A thousand rumours spreads. 

« Sir, 
< WHY will you apply to my father for my love*? 

* I cannot help it if he will give you my person ? but 

* I assure you it is not in his power, nor even in my 

* own to g^ve you my heart. Dear Sir, do but con- 

* sider the ill-consequence of such a match ; you are 

* fifty-five^ I twenty-one. You are a man of busi- 
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ness, and mightily conversant in arithmetic an^ 
making calculations ; be pleased therefore to con- 
sider what proportion your sfnnbi bear to mine, 
and when you have made a just estimate of the 
necessary decay on one side, and the redundance 
on the other, you will act accordingly. This per- 
haps is such language as you may not expect from 
a young lady ; but my happiness is at stsdke, and 1 
must talk plainly. I mortally hate you ; and so* 
as you and my father agree, you may take me or 
leave me : but if you will be so good as never to- 
see me more, you will for ever oblige, 

< Sir, 

* Your most humble servant, 

* Henrietta.* 

* Mr. Spectator, 
^ THERE are so many artifices and modes of 
felse wit, and such a variety of humour discovers 
itself among it's votaries, that it would be impos- 
sible to exhaust so fertile a subject, if you wou^d 
think iit to resume it. The following instances 
may, if you think fit, be added by way of appen- 
dix to your discourses on that subject. 
* That feat of poetical activity mentioned by Ho- 
race, of an author who could compose two hun- 
dred verses while he stood upon one leg, has been 
imitated, as I have heard, by a modem writer ; 
who priding himself on the hurry of his inven- 
tion, thought it no small addition to his; fame to 
have each piece minuted with the exact number of 
hours or days it cost him in the composition. He 
could taste no praise until he had acquainted you 
in how short space of time he had deserved it ; 
and was not so much led to an ostentation of his 
art as of his dispatch. 
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Accipe, si vis, 

Accipiam tabulas ; detur nobis locus, hora, 

Custodes ; videamus uter plus scribcre posslt. HoR. 

Here's pen and ink, and time, and place ; lei*s try, 
Who can write most, and fastest, yuuorl. Ckeech. 

* Thii^ was the whole of his ambition, and there- 
fore I cannot but think the flights of this i*apid au- 
thor very proper to be opposed to those laborious 
nothings which you have obsen'ed were the delight 
of the German wits, and in which they so happily 
got rid of such a tetlious quantity of their time. 

* I have known a gentleman of another turn of hu- 
mour, who, despising the name of an author, never 
printed his works, but contracted his talents, and by 
the help of a very fine diamond which he wore on 
his little finger, w?.s a considerable poet upon glass. 
He had a very good epigrammatic wit ; and there 
was not a parlour or tavern window where he visited 
or dined for some years, which did not receive 
some sketches or memorials of it. It was his mis- 
fortune at last to lose his genius and his ring to a 
sharper at play, and he has not attempted to make 
a verse since. 

' But of all contractions or expedients for wit, I 
admire that of an ingenious projector whose book I 
have seen. Thi3 virtuoso being a mathematician, 
has, according to his taste, thrown the art of poe- 
tr)' into a short problem, and contrived tables by 
which any one without knowing a word of gram- 
mar or sense, may, to his great comfort, be able 
to compose, or rather to erect Latin verses. His 
tables are a kind of poetical logarithms, which be- 
ing divided into several squares, and all inscribed 
with so many incoherent words, appear to the eye 
somewhat like a fortune-telling screen. What a 
joy must it be to the unlearned operator to find 

VOL. III. u 
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that these words being carefully collected and writ 
down in order according to the problem, start of 
themselves into hexameter and pentameter verses ? 
A friend of mine, who is a student in astrology > 
meeting with this book, performed tlie operation, 
by the rules there set down ; he shewed has verses 
to the next of his acquaintance, who happened to 
understand Latin ; and being informed they de- 
scribed a tempest of wind, very luckily prefixed 
them, together with a translation, to an almanac 
he was just then printing, and was supposed to 
have foretold the last great storm. 
' I think the only improvement beyond this, would 
be that which the late duke of Buckingham men- 
tioned to a stupid pretender to poetry, as the pro- 
ject of ia Dutch mechanic, viz. a mill to make ver- 
ses. This being the most compendious method of 
all which have yet been proposed, may deserve the 
thoughts of our modem virtuosi who are employed 
in new discoveries for the public good ; and it may 
be worth the while to consider, whether in an isiaRd 
where few are content without being thought wits, it 
will not be a common benefit, that wit as well as la- 
bour should be made cheap. 

' I am. Sir, 

' Your humble servant. Sec' 

' Mr. Spectator, 

« I OFTEN dine at a gentleman's house, where 
there are two young ladies, in themselves very 
agreeable, but very cold in their behaviour, because 
they understand me for a person that is to break mj 
mind, as the phrase is, very suddenly to one ol 
them. But I take this way to acquaint them, thai 
1 am not in love with either of them, in hopes 
they will use me with that agreeable freedom anc 
indifference which they do all the rest of the world 
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* and not to drink to one another only, but some- 

* times cast a kind look with their service to, 

« Sir, 

' Your humble servant.* 

' Mr. Spectator, • 

< I am a yof|ng gentleman, and take it for a piece 
of good-breeding to pull off my hat when 1 see any 
thing pecul&rly charming in any woman, whether 
I know her or not. I take care that there is nothuig 
ludicrous or arch in my maimer, as if I were to be- 
tray a woman into a salutation by way of jest or 
humour ; and except I am acquainted with her, I 
find she ever takes it for a rule, that she is to look 
upon this civility and homage 1 p-ay to her supposed 
merit, as an impertinence or forwardness which she 
is to observe and neglect. I wish. Sir, you would 
settle the business of salutation ; and please to in- 
form me how I shall resist the sudden impulse I 
have to be civil to what gives an idea of merit ; or 
tell these creatures how to behave themselves in re- 
turn to the esteem I have for them. My affairs are 
such, that your decision will be a favour to me, if 
it b« only to save the unnecessary expence of wear- 
ing out my hat so fast as I do at present, 

* I am, Sir, 

' Your's, 

' D. T.* 

P. S. ' There are some that do know me, and 
will not bow to me.' T. 
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No.CCX^I. TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 15. 

Ab OYO 

lAque ad mala Hok. 

Trom eg^s which first are set upon the lizard. 
To apples ripe, with which it last is stor'd. 

WHEN I have finished any of my speculations, it 
is my method to consider which of the ancient authors 
• kave touched upon the subject that I treat of. By 
' Ihis means I meet with some celebrated thoughts 
upon it, or a thought of my own expressed in better 
words, or some similitude for the illustration of my 
subject* This is what gives birth to the motto of a 
speculation^ which I rather choose to take out of the 
poets thap the prose writers, as the former generally 
give a finer turn to a thought than the lattery and by 
couching it in few words, and in harmonious num- 
bers, make it more portable to the memory. 

My reader is therefore sure to meet witii at least . 
one good line in every paper, and very often finds his 
imagination entertained by a hint that awakens in his 
memory some beautiful passage of a classic author. 

It was a saying of an ancient philosopher, which I 
Jfind some of our writers have ascribed to queen Eliza- 
beth, who perhaps might have taken occasion to re- 
peat it, " that a good face is a letter of recommen- 
dation." It naturally makes the beholders inquisitive 
into the person who is the ovmer of it, and generally 
prepossesses them in his favour. A handsome motto 
has the same effect. Besides that it always giveska 
supernumerary beauty to a paper, and is sometimes 
in a manner necessary when the writer is engaged in 
what may appear a paradox to vulgar minds, as it 
shew« that he is supported by good authorities, and ifl 
^t singular in his opinion. 
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I must confess, the motto is of little use to an un* 
leanied reader, for which reason I consider it only as 
*' a word to the wise." But as for my unlearned 
friends, if they cannot relish the motto, I take care 
to make provision for them in the body of my paper. 
If they do not underetand the sign that is hung out, 
they know very well by it, that they may meet witii 
entertainment in the house; and I think I was never 
better pleased than with a plain man's compliment, 
who, upon his friend's telling him that he would like 
the Spectator much better if he understood tlie motto> 
replied, "that good wine needs no bush." 

I have heard of a couple of preachers in a country . 
town, who endeavoured which should outshine one 
another, and draw together the greatest congregation. 
One of them being well versed in the fathers, used 
to quote every now and then a Latin sentence to his 
illiterate hearers, who it seems found themselves so 
edified by it, that they flocked in greater numbers to 
this learned man than to his rival. The other finding 
his congregation mouldering every Sunday, and hear- 
ing at length what was the occasion of it, resolved to 
give his parish a little Latin in his turn; but being 
unacquainted with any of the fathers, he digested into 
his sermons the whole book of '^Quae Genus," addirtg 
however, such explications to jBas he thought might 
be for the l>enefil*of his people^He afterwards enter- 
ed upon <^s in'^rassenti," wKich he converted in the 
same ni4^^r to the use of his parishioners. This 
in a vei^^me time thickened his audience, filled his 
churchff liMRpouted his antagonist. 

The iiatural love to Latin, which is so prevalent in 
OMT common people, makes me think that my specu- 
lations fare never the worse among them from that 
little scrap which appears at the head of them ; and 
what the more encourages me in the use of quotations 
in an unknown tongue, is, that I hear the ladies, 
whose approbation I value more than that of the 

■ r 2 
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¥?ho]e learned world, declare themselves in a more 
particular manner pleased with my Greek mottos. 

Designing this day's work for a dissertation upon 
the two extremities of my paper, and having already 
dispatched my motto, I shall, in the next place, dis- 
course upon those single capital letters, which arc 
placed at tlie end of it, and which have afforded 
great m£Ltter of speculation to the curious. 1 have 
heard various conjectures upon this subject. Some 
tell us that C is the mark of those papers that are 
written by the clergyman, though othei-s ascribe tl^.em 
to the club in general : that the papers marked with 
R were written by my friend Sir Roger: that .L sig- 
nifies the. lawyer, whom I have descrfDed in my se- 
cond ^spl^ulation ; and that T stands for the trader or 
mcfchaht: but the letter X, which is placed at the 
end of some few of my papers, is that which has puz- 
zled the whble town, as they cannot think of anf 
name which begins with that letter, except Xenophon 
and Xerxesj who can neither of them be supposed 
to have had any hand in these speculations. 

In answer to these inquisitive gentlemen, who have 
many ofi them made enquiries of me by letter, I must 
tell th'etai the reply of an ancient philosopher, who car- 
ried something hidden under his cloak. A ccrtaia ac- 
quaintance desiring him to let him know what it was he 
iDOvered so carefully, " I Cover it," says he, " on pur- 
-** pose tha^^ou should not know." I have made use 
of these obscure marks for the same purpose. They 
are, perhaps^ little amulets or charms to preserve iis 
paper against the fascination and malice of evil eyes; 
for which reason I would not have my reader sur- 
prized, if hereafter he sees any of my papers mark- 
ed with a Q. a Z. a Y, an &c. or with the word Ab- 
racadabra. 

I shall, however, so far explain myself to the read- 
er, as to let him know that the letters C, L, and X, 
are cabalistical, and carry more in them than it is pro- 
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pq? for the world to be acquainted with. Those wh« 
are versed in the philo^phy of Pythagoras, and «wear 
by the Tetrachtys, that is, the number four, will know 
very well that the number ten, which is signified bj 
the letter X, (and which has so much perplexed the 
town) has in it many particular powers ; tliat it is cal- 
led by platouic writers the complete number ; that one, 
two, three, and four put together make up the num- 
ber ten ; and that ten is all. But these are not mys- 
teries for ordinary readers to be let into. A man must 
have spent many years in'har^ study before he can ar- 
rive at the knowledge of them. 

We had a rabbinical divine in England, who was 
chaplain to the earl of Essex in queen Elizabeth's 
time, that had an admirable head for secrets of this 
nature. Upon his taking the doctor of divinity's de- 
gree, he preached before the university of Cambridge 
upon the first verse of the first chapter of the first 
book of Chronicles, in which, says he, you have the 
three following words, 

** Adam, Sheth, Enosh." 
Be divided this short text into many parts, and by 
discovering several mysteries in each word, made a 
jnost learned and elaborate discourse. The name of 
this profound preacher was Dr. Alabaster, of whom 
the reader may find a more particular account in Dr. 
Fuller's book of English worthies. This instance will, 
I hope, convince my readers that there may be a great 
deal of fine writing in the capital letters which bring 
up the rear of my paper, and give them some satis- 
&ction in that particular. But as for the full explica- 
tion of these matters, I must refer them to time, 
which discovers all things. C 
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No. CCXXII. WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER U. 

Cur alter fratrum cessare, & ludere, 8c ungi, 

Prxferat Herodis palmetis pinguibus. Uo^. 

Why, of two brothers, one his pleasure loves, 

Prefers his sports to Herod's fragrant groves. Ca&ech. 

< Mr. Spectator, 
« THERE is one thing I hare often looked for in 
your papers, and have as often wondered to find 
myself disappointed ; the rather, because I think it 
a subject every way agreeable to your design, and 
by being left unattempted by others, seems reserved 
as a proper employment for you; I mean a disqui- 
sition, from whence it proceeds, that men of the 
brightest parts, and most comprehensive genius, 
completely furnished with talents for any province 
in human affairs ; such as by their wise lessons of 
economy to othei^s have made it evident, that thejr 
have the justest notions of life, and of true sense in 
the conduct of it: from what unhappy contra- 
dictious cause it proceeds, that persons thus finish- 
ed by nature and by art, should so often fsul in the 
management of that which they so well understand, 
and want the address to make a right application of 
their own rules. This is certainly a prodigious in* 
consistency in behaviour, and makes much such a 
figure in morals as a monstrous birth in naturals, 
with this difference only, which greatly aggravates 
the wonder, that it happens much more frequently; 
and what a blemish does it cast upon wit and learn- 
ing in the general account of the world ? and in how 
disadvantageous a light does it expose them to the 
busy class of mankind, that there should be so numy 
instances of persons who have so conducted their 
iives in spite of these transcendent advantages, as 
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neither to be happy in themselves, nor useful to 
their friends ; when every body sees it was entire- 
ly in their own power to be eminent in both these 
characters ? For my part, I think there is no re- 
flection more astonishing than to consider one of 
these gentlemen spending a fair fortune, running 
in every body's debt without the least apprehen- 
sion of a iuture reckoning, and at last leaving not 
only his own children, but possibly those of other 
people, by his means, in starving circumstances ; 
while a fellow, whom one would scarce suspect to 
have a human soul, shall perhaps raise a vast es- 
tate out of nothing, and be the founder of a fami- 
ly capable of being very considerable in their coun- 
tiy, and doing many illustrious services to it. That 
this observation is just,^^ experience has put beyond 
all dispute. But though the fact be so evident and 
glaring, yet the causes of it are still in the dark ; 
which makes me persuade myself, that it would 
be no unacceptable piece of entertjunment to the 
town to enquire into the hidden sources of so un- 
accountable an evil. 

* I am, Sir, 

* Your most humble servant/ 

What this correspondent wonders at, has been 
atter of admiration ever since there was any such 
ing as human life. Horace reflects upon this in- 
•nsistency very agreeably in the character of Tigel- 
», whom he makes a mighty pretender to econo* 
y, and tells you, you might one day hear him 
eak the most philosophic things imaginable con- 
ming being coptented with a little, and his con- 
mpt of every thing but mere necessaries, and in 
df a week after spend a thousand pound. When 
; says this of him with relation to expence, he de- 
ribes him as unequal to himself in eveiy otker cii«- 
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curastance of life. And indeed, if we consider lavish 
men carefully, we shall find it always proceeds from 
a certain incapacity of possessing themselves, and 
finding enjoyment in their own minds. Mr. Dryden 
has expressed this very excellently in the character 
of Zimri. 



" A man so various, that he seem'd to be 

" Not one, but all mankind's epitome. 

" Stiff in opinions, always in the wrong, 

'• Was every thing by starts, and nothing long ; 

" But in the course of one revolving moon, 

" Was chymist, fiddler, statesman, and buffoon. 

** Then all for women, paintings, rhyming, drinking, 

" Besides ten thousand freaks that died in thinking. 

" Blest madman, who could every hour employ 

" In something new to wish or to enjoy ! 

** In squandering wealth was his peculiar art, 

" Nothing went unrewarded but desert." 



This loose state of the soul hurries the extrava- 
gant from one pursuit to another ; and the reason 
Qiat his expences are greater than another's, is, that 
his wants are also more numerous. But what ms^es 
so many go on in this way to their lives^ end, is, that 
they certainly do not know how contemptible they 
are in the eyes of the rest of mankind, or rather, 
that indeed they are not so contemptible as they de- 
serve. Tully says, it is the greatest of wickedness 
to lessen your paternal estate. And if a man would 
thoroughly consider how much worse than banish- 
ment it must be to his child, to ride by the estate 
which should have been his, had it not been for his 
fatlier's injustice to him, he would be smitten with 
the reflection more deeply than can be understood by 
any but one who is a father. Sure there can be 
nothing more afflicting, than to think it had been 
happier for his son to have been bom of any other 
man living than himself. 
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It is not perhaps much thought of, but it is cer- 
tainly a very important lesson, to learn how to enjoy 
ordinary life, and to be able to relish your being with- 
out the transport of some passion, 6r gratification of 
some appetite. For want of this capacity, the world 
is filled with whetters, tipplers, cutters, sippers, and 
all the numerous train of those who, for want of 
thinking, are forced to be for ever exercising their 
feeling or tasting. It would be hard on this occa- 
sion to mention the harmless smokers of tobacco and 
takers of snuff. 

The slower part of mankind, whom my corres- 
pondent wonders should get estates, are the more 
immediately formed for that pursuit : they can ex- 
pect distant things without impatience, because they 
are not carried out of their way either by violent 
passion or keen appetite to any thing.' To men 
addicted to delights, business is an interruption ; to 
to such as are cold to delights, business is an enter- 
tainment. For which reason it was said to one who 
commended a dull man for his application, " No 
" thanks to him ; if he had no business, he would 
** have nothing to do." T. 
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O suavis anima ! qualem te dicam bonam, Jjp 

Antehac fuisse, tales cum sint reliquac! Phjbdr. 

O sweet soul ! how good must you have been heretofore, whe« 
jour remains are so delicious ! 

WHEN I reflect upon the various fate of those 
multitudes of ancient writers who flourished in Greece 
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and Italy, I consider time as an immense ocean in 
which many noble authors are entirely swallowed op, 
many very much shattered and damaged, some quite 
disjointed and broken into pieces, while some have 
wholly escaped the common wreck ; but the number ■ 
of the last is very small. 

Apparent rari nantes ingurgite vasto. Vi*f . 

*' Oue here and there floats on the vast abyss." 

Among the mutilated poets of antiquity, there i^ 
none whose fragments are so beautiful as those of 
Sappho. They give us a taste of her way of writingt 
which is perfectly conformable with that extraordina- 
ry character we find of her, in the remarks of tliosc 
great critics who were conversant with her woiis 
when they were entire. One may see by what is left 
of them, that she followed nature in all her thoughts, 
without descending to those little points, conceitS} 
and turns of wit with which many of our modem 
lyrics are so^ miserably infected. Her soul seems to 
have been made up of love and poetry : she felt the 
passion in all its warmth, and described it in all its 
symptoms. She is called by ancient authors the tenth 
muse ; and by Plutarch is compared to Cacus the 
son of X'^ulcan, who breatlied out nothing but flame. 
I do not know by the character that is given of her 
worts, whether it is not for the benefit of mankind 
tliat they are lost. They were filled with such be- 
wil||^ng tenderness and rapture, that it might have 
been dangerous to have given them a reading. 

An inconstant lover, called Phaon, occasioned great 
calamities to this poetical hidy. She fell desperately 
in love with him, and took a voyage into Sicily, in 
pursuit of him, he having "svithdrawn himself thither 
en purpose to avoid her. It was in that island, and 
on this occasion, she is supposed to have made the 
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Hymn to Venus, with a translation of which I shall 
present my reader. Her hymn was ineffectual for 
the procuring that happiness which she prayed for 
in it. Phaon was still obdurate, and Sappho so tran- 
sported with the violence of her passion, tbat she 
"was resolved to get rid of it at any price. 

There was a promontory in Acamania called Leu- 
cate, on the top of which was a little temple dedi- 
cated to Apollo. In this temple it was usual for de- 
spaiiing lovei's to make their vows in secret, and af- 
terwards to fling themselves from the top of the 
precipice into the sea, where, they were sometimes 
taken up alive. This place was therefore called, 
" The Lover's Leap ;" and whether or no the fright 
they had been in, or the resolution that could push 
them to so dreadful a remedy, or the bruises which 
they often received in their fall, banished all the ten- 
der sentiments of love, and gave their spirits another 
turn ; those who had taken this leap were observed 
never to relapse into that passion. Sappho tried the 
cure, but perished in the experiment. 

After having given this short account of Sappho, 
90 far as it regards the following ode, I shall subjoin 
the translation of it as it was sent me by a friend, 
whose admirable pastorals and Winter piece have 
been already so well received. The reader will find 
in it that pathetic simplicity which is so peculiar to 
him, and so suitable to the ode he has here trans- 
lated. This ode in the Greek, besides those beauties 
observe#T)y Madam Dacier, has several harmonious 
turns in the words, which are not lost in the English. 
I must farther add, that the translation has preserv- 
ed every image and sentiment of Sappho, notwith- 
standing it has all the ease and spirit of an original. 
In a word, if the ladies have a mind to know the 
manner of writing practised by the so much celebrated 
Sappho, they may here see it in it's genuine and natural 
beauty, without any foreign or affected ornaments. 

VOL. XII. V 



266 THE SPECTATOK. 



AN HYMN TO VENUS. 

I. 

«* O .Venus, beauty of the skies, 
To whom a thousand temples rise. 
Gaily false in gentle smiles. 
Full of love- perplexing wiles ; 
O goddess ! from my heart remove 
The wasting cares and pains of love. 



tt 



II. 
" If ever thou hast kindly heard 
** A song in soft distress preferred, 
•* Propitious to my tuneful vow, 
" O gende goddess ! hear me now. 
** Descend thou bright, immortal guest, 
'* In all thy radiant charms confest. 

III. 

** Thou once didst leave almighty Jove, 

** And all the golden roofs above : 

" The car thy wanton sparrows drew, 

'* Hov'ring in air they lightly flew ; 

" As to my bow'r they wing*d their way, 

** I saw^tKfeir quivering pinions play. 

IV. 

** The birds dismissed (while you remain) 
Bore back their empty car again : 
Then you, with looks divinely mild, 
In ev'ry heavenly feature smiPd, 
And ask'd what new complaints I made 

** And why I call*d you to my aid ? 

V. 

" What frenzy in my bosom rag'd, 

<* And by what cure to be assuag'd ? 

" What gentle youth I would allure, 

" Whom in my artful toils secure ? 

** Who does thy tender heart subdue, 

'* Tell ine, my Sappho, tell me, who ? 
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VI. 

" Tho* now he %\\vms thy longing arms, 
" He soon shall court thy slighted charms ; 
" Tho' now thy off 'rings he despise, 
" He soon to thee shall sacrifice ; 
** Tho' now he freeze, he soon shall bum, 
And be thy victim in his turn. 



It 



VII. 

'* Celestial visitant, once more 
" i'hy needful presence I implore ! 
"In pity come and ease my grief, 
" Bring my distempered soul relief ; . 
'' Favour thy suppliant's hidden fires, 
** And give me all my heart desires." 

Madam Dacier observes, there is something very 
pretty in that circumstance of this ode, wherein Ve- 
nus is described as sending away her chariot upon 
her arrival at Sappho's lodgings, to denote that it 
was not a short transient visit wliich she intended to 
make her. This ode was preserved by an emineiit 
Greek critic, who inserted it entire in his works, as 
a pattern of perfection in the structure of it. 

Longinus has quoted another ode of this great 
poetess, which is likewise admirable in its kind, and 
has been translated by the same hand with the fore- 
going one. I shall oblige my reader with it in ano- 
ther papen In the mean while, I cannot but wonder, 
that these two finished pieces have never been at- 
tempted before by any of our own countrymen. But 
the truth of it is, the compositions of the ancients, 
which have not in them any of those unnatural wit- 
ticisms that are the delight of ordinary readers, are 
extremely difficult to render into another tongue, so 
as the beauties of the original may not appear weak 
and faded in the translation. €k 
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No. CCXXIV. FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 16. 

Futgente trahit constrictos gloria cixrru 

Kon minus ignotcs generosis Hox^ 

Glorj's shining chariot swiftly draws 

Wiih equal whiri ihe noble and the base. CRiEcb. 

IF ^e lock abroad upon the great multitude of 
in ai. kind* and endeavour to trace out the principles 
if action in every individual, it will, I think, seem 
highly piobable that ambition runs through the whole 
spccits, and that every man in proportion to the vi- 
gour of his complexion is more or less actuated bf 
it. It is indeed no uncommon tiling to meet with 
mcn^ who by the natural bent of their inclinations, 
and without the discipline of philosophy, aspire not to 
the heights of power and grandeur : who never set 
their hearts upon a numerous train of clients and de^ 
pendencies, nor other gay appendages of greatness ; 
who are contented with a competency, and will not 
molest their tranquillity to gain an abimdance ; but 
it is not therefore to be concluded that such a man 
is not an)bitious : his desires may have cut out ano« 
thcr channel, and determined him to other pursuits ; 
the motive however may be still the same ; and in 
these cases likewise the man may be equally pushed 
on with the desire of distinction. 

Though the pure consciousness of worthy actions, 
abstracted from the views of popular applause, be to 
a generous mind an ample reward, yet the desire of 
distinction was doubtless implanted in our natures as 
an additional incentive to exert ourselves in virtuous 
excellence. 

This passion indeed, like all others, is frequently, 
pen-erted to evil and ignoble purposes ; so Uiat wc 
may account for many of the excellencies and follies 
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©f life Upon the same innate principle, to wit, the de- 
sire of being remarkable : for this, as it has been dif-r 
ferently cultivated by education, study, and converse, 
will bring forth suitable effects as it falls in with an in- 
genuous disposition, or a corrupt mind ; it does ac- 
cordingly express itself in acts of magnanimity or 
selfish cunning, as it meets with a good or weak un- 
derstanding. As it has been employed in embellishing 
the mind, or adorning the outside, it renders the man 
eminently pndse-worthy or ridiculous. Ambition, 
therefore, is not to be conHned only to one passion or 
pttnuiit; for as the same humours, in constitutions 
otherwise different, affect the body after different man- 
tiers, so the same aspiring principle within us some- 
times breaks forth upon one object, sometimes upon 
another. 

It cannot be doubted, but that there is as great a 
desire of glory in a ring of wrestlers or cudgel-players, 
as in any other more refined competition for superi- 
ority. No man that could avoid it, would ever suffer 
his head to be broken but out of a principle of honour. 
This is the secret spring that pushes them forward j 
and the superiority which they gain above the undis* 
dnguished many, does more than repsur those wounds 
fhey have received in the combat. It is Mr. Waller's 
opinion, that Julius Cxsar, had he not been master 
of the Roman empire, would in all probability hava. 
made ^n excellent wrestler. 

•* Great Julius, on the mountains bred, 
" A flock perhaps or herd had led ; 
*' He that the world subdu'd, had been 
** But the best wrestler on the green." 

That he subdued th« world, was owing to the acci- 
dents of art and knowledge ; had he not met with those 
advantages, the same sparks of emulation would have 
Idindled withki him, and prompted him to distinguish. 

V 2 
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himself in some enterprise of a lower nature. Sincev 
tliereforc, no man's lot is so unalterably fixed in this ' 
life, but that a thousand accidents may eitlier forward 
or disappoint his advancement, it is, methinks, a plea- 
sant and inoficnsive speculation, to consider a greui 
man as divested of all the adventitious circumstances 
of fortune, and to bring him down in one's imagina* 
tion to that low station of life, the nature of which 
bears some distant resemblance to that high one he 
is at present possessed of. Thus, one may view him 
exercising in miniature those talents of nature, which 
being drawn out t)y education to their full length, ena* 
ble him for the discharge of some important employ- 
ment. On the other hand, one may raise uneducated 
merit to such a pitch of greatness, as may seem equal 
to the possible extent of his improved capacity. 

Thus nature furnishes a man with a general appe- 
tite of glory, education determines it to this or that 
particular object. The desire of distinction is not, I tlunk, 
in any instance, more observable than in the variety of 
outsides and new appearances, which the modish partof 
the world are obliged to provide, in order to make them- 
nelves remarkable ; for any thing glaring or particu- 
lar, either in behaviour or apparel, is known to have 
this good effect, that it catches the eye, and will not 
suffer you to pass over the person so adorned without 
due notice and obsen-ation. It has likewise, upon this 
account, been frequently resented as a very great 
slight, to leave any gentleman out of a lampoon or 
satire, who has as much right to be there as his neigh- 
Vjour, because it supposes the person not eminent 
enough to be taken notice of. To this passionate fond- 
ness for distinction are owing various frolicksome and 
iiTegular practices, as sallying out into nocturnal ex- 
ploits, breaking of ^vindows, singing of catches, beat- 
ing the watch, getting drunk twice a day, killing a 
great number of htM-ses ; with many other enterprises 
of the like fiery nature : for certsdnly many a man is 
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Biore rakish and extravagant than he would willingly 
be, were there not others to look on and give their 
approbation. 

One very common, and at the same time the most 
absurd ambition that ever shewed itself in human na- 
ture, is that which comes upon a man with experi- 
ence and old age, the season when it might be ex- 
pected he should be wisest ; and therefore it cannot 
receive any of those lessening circumstances which 
do, in some measure, excuse the disorderly ferments 
of youthful blood : I mean the passion for getting 
money, exclusive of the character of the provident fa- 
ther, the affectionate husband, or the generous friend. 
It may be remarked, for the comfort of honest poverty, 
that this desire reigns most in those who have but 
few good qualities to recommend them. This is a 
weed that will grow in a barren soil. Humanity, good 
nature^ and the advantages of a liberal education, are 
incompatible with avarice. It is strange to see how 
suddenly this abject passion kills all the noble senti- 
ments and generous ambitions that adorn human na- 
ture; it renders the man who is over-run with it a 
peevish and cruel master, a severe parent, an unso- 
ciable husband, a distant and mistrustful friend. But 
it is more to^^ present purpose to consider it as an 
absurd passim of the heart, rather than as a vicious 
affection of the mind. As there are frequent instances 
to be met with of a proud humility, so this passion, 
contrary to most others, affects applause, by avoiding 
all show and appearance ; for this reason it will not 
sometimes endure even the common decencies of appa- 
rel. "A covetous man will call himself poor, that you 
" may sooth his vanity by contradicting him." Love 
and the desire of glory, as they are the most natural, 
so they are capable of being refined into the most de- 
licate and rational passions. It is true, the wis^ man 
who strikes out of the secret paths of a private life, 
for honour and dignity, allured by the splendour of a 
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court, and tlie unfclt weight of public employment, 
whetlier he succeeds in his attempts or no, usually 
comes near enough to this painted greatness to dis- 
cern the daubing; he is then desirous of extricating 
himself out of tlie hurry of life, that he may pass away 
the remainder of his days in tranquillity and retire- 
ment. 

It may be thought then but common prudence in 
a man not to change a better state for a worse, nor 
ever to quit tliat which he knows he shall take up 
again vnXh pleasure ; and yet if human life be not a 
little moved with the gentle gales of hope and fears, 
there may be some danger of its stagnating in an un- 
manly indolence and security. It is a known story of 
Domitian, that after he had possessed himself of the 
Roman empire, his desires turned upon catching flies. 
Active and masculine spirits, in the vigour of youth, 
neither can nor ought to remain at rest, if they de« 
bar themselves from aiming at a noble object, their 
desires will move downwards, and they will feel them- 
selves actuated by some low and abject passion. Thus 
if you cut off the top branches of a tree, and will not 
suffer it to grow any higher, it will not therefore cease 
to grow, but will quickly shoot out at the bottom. The 
man, indeed, who goes into the world only with the 
narrow views of self-interest, who caflnes at the ap- 
plause of an idle multitude, as he can And no solid 
contentment at the end of his journey, so he deserves 
to meet with disappointments in his way ; but he who 
is actuated by a nobler principle, whose mind is so 
far enlarged as to take in the prospect of his country's 
good, who is enamoured with that praise which is (me 
of the foir attendants of virtue, and values not thote 
acclamations which are not seconded by the impar- 
tial testimony of his own mind ; who repines not at 
the low station which Providence has at present al- 
lotted him, but yet would willingly advance himself 
by justifiable meant to a more rising and advantt- 
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l^uft ground; such a man is warmed with a gene- 
rous emulation ; it is a virtuous movement in him to 
wish and to endeavour that his power of doing good 
may be equal to his will. ' 

The man who is fitted out by nature, arid sent into 
tlie world with great abilities, is capable of doing great 
good or mischief in it. It ought therefore to be the 
care of education to infuse into the untainted youth 
early notions of justice and honour, that so the pos- 
sible advantages of good parts may not take an evil 
turn, nor be perverted to base and unworthy purposes. 
It is the business of religion and philosophy not so 
much to extinguish our passions, as to regulate and 
direct them to valuable well-chosen objects : when 
these have pointed out to us which course vre m:iy 
lawfully steer, it is no harm to set out all our sail ; if 
the storms and tempests of adversity should rise up- 
on us, and not suffer us to make the haven where wc 
would.be, it will however prove no small consolation 
to us in these circumstances, that we have neither 
mistaken our course, nor fallen into calamities of our 
own procuring. 

Religion, therefore, were we to consider it no far- 
ther than as it interposes in the affairs of this life, is 
highly valuable, and worthy of great veneration ; as it 
settles the various pretensions, and otherwise inter- 
fering interests of mortal men, and thereby consults 
the harmony and order of the great community ; as 
it gives a man room to play his part, and exert his 
abilities; as it animates to actions truly laudable in 
themselves, in their effects beneficial to society ; as it 
inspires rational ambition, corrects Wve, and cleganf 
desire. 
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No. CCXXV. SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 17. 

Nullum numeu abest, si sit prudentia. Jdy. 

Prudence supplies the wimt of ev'ry good. Hon* 

I HAVE often thought if the minds of men were 
laid open, we should see but little difference between 
that of the wise man and that of the fool. There are 
infinite reveries, numberless extravagancies, and a 
perpetual train of vanities which pass through both. 
The great difference is, that the first knows how to 
pick and cull his thoughts for conversation, by sup- 
pressing some, and communicating others ; whereas 
the other lets them all indifferently fly out in words. 
This sort of discretion, however, has no place in pii- 
vate conversation, between intimate friends. On such 
occasions, the wisest men very often talk like the 
weakest; for indeed the talking with a friend is no- 
tiling else but thinking aloud. 

Tully has therefore very justly exposed a precept, 
delivered by some ancient writers, that a man shoulA 
live with his enemy in such a manner, as might leave 
him room to become his friend ; and with his friend 
in Such a manner, that if he became his enemy, it 
should not be in his power to hurt him. The first 
part of this rule, which regards our behaviour to- 
wards an enemy, is indeed very reasonable as well 
as very prudential ; but the latter part of it, which 
regards our beRaviour towards a friend, savours more 
of cunning than of discretion, and would cut a man 
off from the greatest pleasures of life, which are the 
freedoms of conversation with a bosom friend. Be- 
sides that when a friend is turned into aij enemy, and 
(as the son of Sirach calls him) a bcwrayer of secrets^ 
iht world is iust enough to accuse the pei^diousncss 
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9t the friend, rather than tlie indiscretion of tlie per- 
son who confided in him. 

Discretion does not only shew itself in words, but 
in all the circumstances of action ; and is like an un- 
der agent of Providence, to guide and direct us in the 
ordinary concerns of life. 

There are many more shining qualities in the mind 
of man, but there is none so useful as discretion ; it 
is this indeed which gives a value to all the rest, which 
sets them at work in their proper times and places, 
and turns them to the advantage of the person who is 
possessed of them. Without it learning is pedantry, 
and wit impertinence ; virtue itself looks like weak- 
ness ; the best parts only qualify a man to be more 
sprightly in errors, and active to his own prejudice. 

Nor does discretion only make a man the master 
rf his own parts, but of other men's. The discreet 
man finds out the talents of those he converses with, 
and knows how to apply them to proper uses. Ac- 
cordingly, if we look into particular communities and 
divisions of men, we may observe that it is the dis- 
creet man, not the witty, nor the learned, nor the 
brave, who guides the conversation, and gives mea- 
sures to the society. A man with great talents, but 
void of discretion, is like Polyphemus in the fable, 
strong and blind, endued with an irresistible force, 
which, for want of sight, is of no use to him. 

Though a man has all other perfections, and wants 
discretion, he will be of no great consequence in the 
world ; but if he has this single talent in perfection, 
and but a common share of others, he may do what 
he pleases in his particular station of life* 

At the same time that I think discretion the most 
useful talent a man can be master of, I look upon 
cunning to be the accomplishment of little, mean, un- 
generous minds. Discretion points out the noblest 
ends to us, and pursues the most proper and lauda- 
ble methods of attaining them : cunning has only pri- 
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vate selfish aims, and sticks at nothing which may 
make them succeed. Discretion has large and extend- 
ed views, and, like a well-formed eye, commands a 
whtjle horizon : cunning is a kind of short-sightedness, 
that discovers the minutest objects which are near at 
hand, but it is not able to discern things at a distance. 
Discretion, the more it is discovered, gives the great- 
er authority to tlie person who possesses it : cunning, 
when it is once detected, loses its force, and makes a 
man incapable of bringing about even those events 
which he might have done, had he passed only for a 
plain man. Discretion is the perfection of i*eason,aiid 
a g^ide to us in all the duties of life ; cimning is a 
kind of instinct, that only looks out after our imme^ 
diate interest and welfare. Discretion is only found 
in men of strong sense and good understanding : cun- 
ning is often to be met with in brutes themselves, and 
in persons who are but the fewest removes from tliem. 
In short, cunning is only the mimic of discretion, and 
may pass upon weak men, in the same manner as vi- 
vacity is often mistaken for wit, and gravity for wis- 
dom. 

The cast of mind which is natural to a discreet 
man, makes him look forward into futurity, and con- 
sider what will be his condition millions of ages hence, 
as well as what it is at present. He knows that the 
mbery or happiness which are reserved for him in 
another world, lose nothing of their reality by being 
placed at so great a distance from him. The objects 
do not appear little to him, because they arc remote. 
He considers that those pleasures and pains which lie 
hid in eternity, approach nearer to him eveiy mo- 
ment, and will be present with him in their full weight ' 
and measure, as much as those pains and pleasures 
which he feels at this very instant. Fci thii rc;\3on he 
is careful to secure to himself that wiiich is the pro- 
per happiness of his nature, and the iilti-i.»te design 
of his being. He carries his thoughts to the end of 
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every action, and considers the most distant, as well 
as the most immediate effects of it. fie supei-cedes 
every little prospect of gain and advantage whicli of- 
fers itself here, if he does not find it consistent vAh 
his views of an hereafter. In a word, his hopes are 
fiill of immortality, his schemes are large and glori- 
ous, and his conduct suitable to one who knows his 
true interest, and how to pursue it by proper methods. 
I have, in this essay upon discretion, considered it 
both as an accomplishment and as a virtue, and have 
therefore described it in its full extent; not only as 
it is conversant about worldly affairs, but as it regards 
our whole existence ; not only as it is the guide of a 
mortal creature, but as it is in general the director of 
a reasonable being. It is in this light that discretion is 
iiepresented by the wise man, who sometimes men- 
tions it mider the name of discretion, and sometimes 
under that of wisdom. It is indeed, as described in the 
latter part of this paper, the greatest wisdom, but at 
the same time in the power of every one to attain. 
Its advantages are infinite, but its acquisition easy : or, 
to speak of her in the words of the apocryphal writer, 
whomi I quoted in my last Saturday's paper, " Wis- 
•* dom is glorious, and never fadeth away, yet she is 
** easily seen of them that love her, and found of such 
*' as seek her. She preventeth them that desire her, 
" in making herself first kno\vn unto them. He that 
*' seeketh her early shall have no great travail : for he 
** shall find her sitting at his doors. To think there- 
*< fore upon her is perfection of wisdom, and whoso 
" watcheth for her shall quickly be without care. For 
" she goeth about, seeking such as are worthy of her, 
« sheweth herself favourably unto them in the ways, 
" and meeteth them in every thought." 

C. 
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No. CCXXVI. MONDAY, NOVEMBER 19. 

^ Mutum est pictura poema. Hor. 

A picture is a poem without words. 

I HAVE very often lamented and hinted my sor- 
ix)w in several speculations, tliat the art of painting is 
made so little use of to the improvement of our man- 
ners. When we consider that it places the action of 
the person represented in the most agreeable aspect 
imaginable, that it does not only express the passion 
or concern as it sits upon him ¥?ho is drawn, but has, 
under those features, tlie height of the painter's ima- 
gination, what strong images of virtue and humanity 
might we not expect would be instilled into the mind 
from the labours of the pencil ? This is a poetry which 
would be understood with much less capacity, and leas 
expence of time, than what is taught by writings ; 
but tlie use of it is generally perverted, and that ad- 
mirable s^ll prostituted to the basest and most un- 
worthy ends. Who is the better man for beholding 
the most beautiful Venus, the best wrought Bac-. 
chanal, the images of sleeping Cupids, languishing, 
nymphs, or any of the representations of gods, god- 
desses, demigods, satyrs, Polyphemes, sphinxes, or 
fawns ? But if the virtues and vices, which are some- 
times pretended to be represented under such draughts, 
were given us by the painter in the characters of real 
life, and the persons of men and women, whose ac- 
tions have rendered them laudable or infamous : we 
should not see a good history -piece without receiving 
an instructive lecture. There needs no other proof of 
this truth than the testimony of every reasonable crea- 
ture who has seen the Cartons in her majesty's gal- 
lery at Hampton-court : these are representations of 
no less actions than those of our blessed Saviour and 
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his apostles. As I now sit and recollect the warm 
images which the admirable Raphael has raised, it is 
impossible even from the faint traces in one's memoiy, 
of what one has not seen these two years, to be un- 
moved at the horror and reverence which appear in 
the whole assembly when the mercenary man fell 
down dead ; at the amazement of the man bom blind, 
when he first receives sight ; or at the graceless in- 
dignation of the sorcerer, when he is struck blind. The 
iame, when they first find strength in their feet, stand 
doubtless of their new vigour. The heavenly apostles 
'appear acting these great things, with a deep sense of 
"the infirmities which they relieve, but no value of 
themselves who administer to their weakness. They 
know themselves to be but instruments ; and the ge- 

* nerous distress they are painted in when divine ho- 
"nours are offered to them, is a representation in the 
-most exquisite degree of the beauty of holiness. When 
•-St. Paul is preaching to the Athenians, with what 
■wonderful art are almost all the different tempers of 

mankind represented in that elegant audience ? You 
«ce one credulous of all that is said, another wrapped 
up in deep suspense, another saying there is some 
-reason in what he says, another angry that the apostle 
destroys a favourite opinion which he is unwilling to 
give up, another wholly convinced and holding out 

• his hands in rapture, while the generality attend, and 
wait for the opinion of those who are of leading cha- 
racters in the assembly. I will not pretend so much 
as to inention that chart on which is drawn the ap- 
pearance of our blessed Loi'd after his resurrection. 
-Present authority, late suffering, humility and ma- 
jesty, despotic command, and divine love, are at once 
seated in his celestial aspect. The figures of the ele- 
ven apostles are all in the* same passion of admiration, 
i)ut discover it differently according to their charac- 
ters. Peter receives his Masters ordera on his knees, 
with an admiration mixed with a more particular at- 
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tention : the two next with a more open ecstacy, thoug;h 
still consti'ained by the awe of the divine presence : the 
beloved disciple, whom I take to be the right of the 
two first figures, has in his countenance wonder drown- 
ed in love ; and the last personage, whose back is to- 
wards the spectators, and his side towai*ds the presence, 
one would fancy to be St. Thomas^ as abashed by the 
conscience of hjs former diffidence : which perplexed 
concern it is possible Raphael thought too hard a task 
to draw, but by this acknowledgment of the difi&culty 
to describe it. 

The whole work is an exercise of the highest inety 
in the painter ; and all the touches of a religioui 
mind are expressed in a manner much more forcible 
than can possibly be performed by the most moving 
eloquence. These invaluable pieces are very justly in' 
the hands of the greatest and the most pious sove- 
reign in the world ; and cannot be the frequent object 
of every one at their own leisure ; but as an engraver 
is to the painter, what a printer is to an author, it is 
worthy her majesty's name, that she has encoiu^ged 
that noble artist, Monsieur Dorigny, to publish these 
works of Raphael. We have of this gentleman a piece 
of the Transfiguration, which, I think, is held a work 
second to none in the world. 

Methinks it would be ridiculous in our people of 
condition, after their large boiuity to foreigners of no 
name or merit, should they overlook this occasion of 
having, for a trifling subscription, a work which it is 
impossible for a man of sense to behold, witliout being 
warmed with the noblest sentiments that can be in- 
spired by love, admiration, compassion, contempt of 
this worjd, and expectation of a better. 

It is certainly the greatest honour we can do our 
country, to distinguish strangers of merit who apply 
to us with modesty and diffidence, which generally ac- 
companies merit. No opportunity of tliis kind ought 
to be neglected ; and a modest behaviour should alarm 
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tis to examine whether we do not lose something 
excellent under that disadvantage in the possessor of 
that quality. My skill in paintings, where one is not 
directed by the passion of the pictures, is so inconside- 
rable, that I am in very great perplexity when I of- 
fer to spe&k of any performances of painters, of land- 
skips, buildings, or single figures. This makes me 
at a loss how to mention the pieces which Mr. Boul 
exposes to sale by auction on Wednesday next in 
Chandoisostreet : but having heard him commended 
by those who have bought of him heretofore for great 
integrity in his dealing, and overheard him himself, 
though a laudable painter, say nothing of his own 
was fit to come into the room with those he had to 
sell, I feared I should lose an occasion of serving 
a man of worth, in omitting to speak of his auction. 

T. 
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IN my last Thursday's paper I made mendon of a 
place called The Lover's Leap, which I find has rais- 
ed a great curiosity among several of my correspond 
dents. I there told them that this leap was used to 
be taken from a promontory of Leucas. This Leu- 
cas was formerly a part of Arcanania, being joined to 
it by a narrow neck of land, which the sea has by 
length of time overflowed and washed away ; so that 

X 2 
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at present Leiicas is divided from the condneiit, and 
is a little island in the Ionian sea. The proniontoi*y 
of this island fi*cm nvhence the lover took bis leap^ 
was foi^icrly called Leucate. If the reader has a 
mind to know both the island and the promontory by 
their modem titles^ he will iind in his map the ancient 
island of Leucas under the name of St. Mauro^ and 
the ancient promontory of Leucate under the name 
of The Cape of St. Mauro. 

Since I am engaged thus &r in antiquity, I must 
observe that Theocritus in the motto prefixed to my 
paper, describes one of his despairing shepherds ad- 
dressing himself to his mistress after the following 
manner : " Alas I what will become of me ? Wretch 
*• that I am I Will you not hear me ? I will throw 
^^ oft' my clothes, and take a leap into that part of 
" the sea which is so much frequented by Olphis the 
^' fisherman. And though I should escape with my 
" life, I know you will be pleased with it." I shall 
leave it with the critics to determine whether the 
place which this shepherd so particularly points. out, 
was not the above-mentioned Leucate, or at least 
some other lover's leap, which was supposed to have 
had the same effect. I cannot believe, as all the in- 
terpreters do, that the shepherd means nothing fkr- 
ther here than that he would drown hims^, since he 
represents the issue of this leap as doubtful, by add- 
ing, that if he should escape with life, he knows his 
mistress v/ould be pleased with it ; which is, accord- 
ing to our interpretation, that she would rejoice any 
way to get lid of a lover who was so troublesome to 
her. 

After this short preface, I shall present my reader 
with some letters which I have received upon this suli- 
ject. The first is sent me by a physician. 

* Mr, Spectator, 
* THE Lover's Leap, which you mention in your 
S23d paper, was generally, I believe, a very effec- 
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tual cjrefor love, and not only for love, but for all 
other evils. In short. Sir, I am afraid it was such 
a leap as that which Hero took to get rid of her pas- 
sion for Leander. A man is in no danger of break- 
ing his heart, who breaks his neck to prevent it. 
I know very well the wonders which ancient authors 
relate concerning this leap ; and in particular that 
very many persons who tried it, escaped not only 
^vith their lives but their limbs. If by this means 
tliey got rid of their love, though it may in part be 
ascribed to the reasons yow give for it ; why may 
we not suppose that the cold bath into which they 
plimged themselves, had also some share in their 
cure ? A leap into the sea, or into any creek of salt 
waters, very often gives a new motion to the spirits, 
and a new turn to the blood : for which reason we 
prescribe it in distempers which no other medicine 
will reach. I could produce a quotation out of a 
very venerable author, in which the frenzy produ- 
ced by love is compared to that which is produced 
by the biting of a mad-dog. But as this compari- 
son is a little too coarse for your paper, and might 
look as if it were cited to ridicule the author who 
has made use of it : I shall only hint at it, and de- 
sire you to consider whether, if the frenzy produ- 
ced by the two^lifferent causes be of the same nature, 
h may not very properly be cured by the same 
means. 

* I am, Sir, 

* Your most humble servant, 
' and well-wisher, 

* ^SCULAPIUS.' 

* Mr. Spectator, 

* I AM a young woman crossed in love. My stoiy 

is very long and melancholy. To give you the 

heads of it : A young gentleman, after having 

made his applications to me for three years toge- 
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< ther, and filled my head with a thousand dreams of 

* happiness, some few days since married another. 
' Pray tell me in what part of the world your pro- 
' montory lies, which you call The Lover's Leap, 

* and whether one may goto it by land ? But alas, I am 
^ afraid it has lost its viitue, and that a woman of our 
^ times would find no more relief in taking such a 

* leap, than in singing an hymn to Venus. So that 

* I must cry out with Dido in Dryden*s Virgil, 

r 

" Ah ! cruel heaven, that made no cure for love !" 

< Your disconsolate servant, 

' Athenais.' 

* Mister Spictatur, 

< MY heart is so full of lofes and passions for Mrs. 
Gwinifrid, and she is so pettish and over-run with 
cholers against me, that if I had the good happiness 
to have my dwelling (which is placed by my creat 
crand-father upon the pottom of an hill) no farther 
distance but twenty miles from the Lofer's Leap, 
I would indeed indeafour to preak my neck \xpon 
it on purpose. Now, good Mister Spictatur of 
Creat Pritain, you must know it, there is in Caer- 
narvanshire a very pig mountain, . the clory of all 
Wales, which is named Penmainmaure, and you 
must also know, it is no creat jouriiey on &ot fmn 
me ; but the road is stony and bad for shoes. 
Now, there is upon the forehead of this mountain 
s( very high rock, (like a parish steeple) that com- 
eth a huge deal over the sea, so when I am in my 
melancholies, and I do throw myself from it, I do 
desire my fery cood friend to tell me in lus Spicta- 
^ tur, if I shall be cure of my griefous lofes ; for 
there is the sea clear as class, and as creen as the 
leek : then likewise if I be drown and preak my 
neck, if Mrs. Gwinifrid will not lofe me afterwards. 
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^ Pray be speedy in your answers, for I am in creat 
^ haste, and it is my tesires to do my pusii\ess with- 
^ out loss of time. I remain with coniiai affections, 

* your ever lofing friend, 

' Davyth ap Shenkyn. 

P. S. ' My law-suits have brought me to London, 

* but I have lost my causes ; and so have made my 

* resolutions to g6 down and leap before the frosts 

* pegin ; for I am apt to take colds.' 

Ridicule, perhaps, is a better expedient against love 
than sober advice, and I am of opinion, that Hudibras 
andrDon Quixote may be as effectual to cure the ex* 
travagancies of this passion, as any of the old philoso- 
phers. I shall therefore publish very speedily the trans- 
lation of a little Greek manuscript, which is sent 
me by a learned friend. It appears to have been a 
piece of those records which were kept in the temple 
of ApoUot that stood upon the promontory of Leucate. 
The reader will find it to be a summary accoimt of se- 
veral persons who tried the Lover's Leap, and of the 
success they found in it. As there seem to be in it 
somie anachronisms and deviaticMis from the ancient 
orthogi|iphy, I am not wholljyujtisfied myself that 
it is authentic, and not rather Reproduction of one of 
those Grecian sophisters, who have imposed upon the 
world several spurious works of this nature. I speak 
this by way of precaution, because I know there are 
several writers, of uncommon erudition, who would 
Dot fail to expose my ignorance, if they caught me 
tripping in a matter of so great moment. C. 
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No. CCXXVIII. WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 21. 

Percunctatorem fugito, nam garnilus idem est. Ho** 

Shun the inq\iUitive and corioiu man i 

For what he hears he will relate again. FooLVr 

'i 

THERE is a creature who has all the organs of 
speech, # tolerable good capacity for conceiving wha<^ 
is said to it, together with a pretty proper behaviour ir^- 
all the occurrences of common life ; but natural!]^ 
very vacant of thought in itself, and therefore forced- 
to apply itself to foreign assistances. Of this make is^- 
that man who is very inquisitive.. You may often ob— ' 
'serve, that though he speaks as good sense as any^ 
man upon any thing with which he is well acquainted^- 
he cannot trust to the range of his own fancy to enter- 
tain himself upon that foundation, but goes on still \xp^ 
new inquiries. Thus, though you know he is fit for' 
the most polite conversation, you shall see him very 
well contented to sit by a jockey, giving an account 
of the many revolutions in his horse's health, what 
potion he made him take, how that agreed with him, 
how afterwards he p^fne to his stomach and bis exef* 
cise, or any the like impertinence ; and be as wcU 
pleased as if you talked to him on the most important 
truths. This humour is far from making a man un- 
happy, though it may subject him to raillery ; for he 
generally falls in with a person who seems to be bom 
lor him, which is yourtalkative fellow. It is so order- 
ed, that there is a secret bent, as natural as the meet- 
ing of different sexes, in these two characters, to sup- 
ply each other's wants. I had the honour the other 
day to sit in a public room, and saw an inquisitive man 
look with an air of satisfaction upon the approach of 
one of these talkers. The man of ready utterance 
sat down by him, and rubbing his head, leanmg on his 
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ivray and making an uneasy countenance, he began ; 
There is no manner of news to-day, I cannot tell 
what is the matter with me, but I slept very ill last 
night ; whether I caught cold or no, I know not, 
but I fancy I do not wear shoes thick enough for 
the weather, and I have coughed all this week : it 
must be so, for the custom of washing my head 
winter and summer with cold water, prevents any 
injury from the season entering that way ; so it 
must come in at my feet , but I take no jiotice of 
it : as it comes so it goes. Most of our evils pro- 
ceed from too much tenderness ; and our faces are 
naturally as little able to resist the cold as other 
parts. The Indian answered very well to an Eu- 
ropean, who asked him how he could go naked ; 
I am all face.' 

I observed this discourse was as welcome to my gene- 
•al inquirer as any other of more consequence could 
lave been ; but somebody calling our talker to aAo- 
.her part of the room, the inquirer told the next man 
vho sat by him, that Mr. Such-a-one, who was just 
j^ne from him, used to wash his head in cold water 
svery morning ; and so repeated almost verbatim all 
iiat had been said to him. The truth is, the inquisi* 
ive are the funnels of conversation ; they do not take 
n any thing for their own use, but merely to pass it to 
mother ; they are the channels through which all the 
rood and evil that is spoken in town are conveyed. 
^uch as are offended at them, or think they suifer by 
Jieir behaviour, may themselves niend that inconve*. 
lience ; for they are not a malicious people, and if you 
grill supply them, you may contradict any thing they. 
liave said before by their own mouths. A farther ac- 
count of a thing is one of the gratefulest goods that 
can arrive to them, and it is seldom that they are more 
particular than to say, the town will have it, or I have 
\t from a good hand : so that there is room for the 
town to know the matter more particularly, and for 



i 



^58 THE SPECTATOR. 

better hand to contradict what was said by a good 
one. 

I have not known this humour more ridiculous than 
in a father, who has been earnestly solicitous to have 
an account how his son passed his leisure hours ; if it 
be in a way thoroughly insignificant, there cannot be a 
greater joy than an enquirer discovers in seeing him 
follow so hopefully his own steps : but this humdur 
among men is most pleasant when they are saying 
something which is not wholly proper for a third per- 
son to hear, and yet is in itself indifferent. The other 
day there came in a well dressed young fellow, and 
two gentlemen of this species immediately fell a 
whispering his pedigree. I could overhear, by breaks, 
She was his aunt ; then an answer. Ay, she was of 
the mother's side : then again in a little lower voices 
His father wore generally a darker wig ; answer, Not 
much. But this gentleman wears higher heels to his 
shoes. 

As the inquisitive, in my opinion, are such merely 
from a vacancy in their own imaginations, there is 
nothing, methinks, so dangerous as to communicate 
secrets to them ; for the same temper of enquiry 
makes them as impertinently communicative : bat 
no man, though he converses with them, need put 
himself in their power, for they will be contented with 
matters of less moment as well. When there is fuel 
enough, no mattei* what it is — Thus the ends of sen- 
tences in newspapers, as, '* this wants confinnation, 
*' this occasions many speculations, and, time will 
** discover the event," are read by them, and consi- 
dered not as mere expletives. 

One may see now and then this humour accompa- 
nied with an insatiable desire of knowing what passes, 
witliout turning it to any use in the worid but merely 
their own entertainment. A mind which is gratified 
tliis way is adapted to humour and pleasantry, and 
formed for an unconcerned character in the world ; 
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and, like myself, to be a mere spectator. This cu- 
riosity, without malice or self-interest, lays up in tV.e 
imagination, a magazine of circumstances \vhich 
cannot but entertain when they are produced in con- 
versation. If one were to know, from the man of 
the first quality to the meanest servant, the different 
intrigues, sentiments, pleasures, and interests of man- 
kind, would it not be the most pleasing entertain- 
ment imaginable to enjoy so constant a farce, as the 
observing mankind much more different from them- 
selves in their secret thoughts and public actions, 
than in their night-caps and long periwigs ? 

* Mr. Spectator, 
« PLUTARCH tells us, that Caius Gracchus, the 
Roman, was frequently hurried by his passion into 
so loud and tumultous a way of speaking, and so 
strained his voice as not to be able to proceed. To 
remedy this excess, he had an ingenious servant, by 
name Licinius, always attending him with a pitch 
pipe, or instrument to regulate the voice ; who, 
whenever he heard his master begin to be high, im- 
mediately touched a soft note ; at which, it is said, 
Caius would presently abate and grow calm. 
* Upon recollecting this story, I have frequently 
wondered that this useful instrument should have 
been so long discontinued ; especially since we find 
that this good office of Licinius has preserved his 
memory for many hundred years, which, methinks, 
should have encouraged some one to have revived 
it, if not for the public good, yet for his own credit. 
It may be objected, that our loud talkers are so 
fond of their own noise, that they would not take 
it well to be checked by their servants : but grant- 
ing this to be true, surely any of their hearers have 
a very good title to play a soft note in their own 
defence. To be short, no Licinius appearing, and 
the noise increasing, I was resolved to give this 

TOL. III. Y 
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laic long vacation to the gcod of my country ; and 
I have at length, by the assistance of ian ingenious 
artist, (who works to the Royal Society) almost 
completed my design, and shall be ready in a short 
time to fuiTiish the public with what number of 
these instruments they please, either to lodge at 
coffee-houses, or carry for their own private use. 
In the mean time, I shall pay that respect to seve- 
ral gentlemen, w^hom I know will be in danger of 
offending against this instiiiment, to give them no- 
tice of it by private letters, in which I shall only 
write, " Get a Licinius." 

' I should now trouble you no longer, but that I 
must not conclude without desiring ycu to accept 
one of these pipes which shall be left for you with 
Buckley ; and which I hope will be serviceable to 
you, since as you are silent yourself, you are most 
open to the insults of the noisy. 

' I am, Sir, &c. 

W. B.' 

* I had almost forgot to infoiTn you, that as an im- 
provement in this instrument, there will be a pa^ 
ticular note, which I call a hush-note ; and this is 
to be made use of against a long story, swearing? 
obsceneness, and the like.* 

T- 
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Spirat adhuc amor, 

Vivuntque commissi calores 

JEolix fidibus puellz. Hor. 

Sappho *8 charming lyre 
Preserves her soft desire, 
And tunes our ravish'd souls to love. CaEECU. 

AMONG the many famous pieces of antiquity 
which are still to be seen at Rome, there is the tnuik 
of a statue which has lost the arms, legs, and head ; 
aut discovers such an exquisite workmanship in what 
remains of it, that Michael Angelo declared he had 
Learned his whole art from it. Indeed he studied it 
so attentively, that he made most of his statues, and 
5ven his pictures in that gusto, to make use of the 
ttalian phrase ; for which reason this maimed statue 
s still called Michael Angelo's school. 

A fragment of Sappho, which I design for the 
subject of this paper, is in as great reputation among 
Jie poets and critics, as the mutilated figure abovc- 
tnentioned is among the statuaries and painters. Sc- 
leral of our countrymen, and Mr. Dryden in parti- 
cular, seem very often to have copied after it in their 
iramatic writings, and in their poems upon love. 

Whatever might have been the occasion of thi» 
>de, the English reader will enter into the beauties 
^f it, if he supposes it to have been written in the 
^rson of a lover sitting by his mistress. I shall set 
JO view three differcnt copies of this beautiful origi- 
nal : the first is a translation by Catullus, the second 
^y Monsieur Boileau, and the last by a gentleman 
whose translation of the " Hymn to ^'enus,*' has 
been so deservedly admired. . !*• 
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AD LESBIAM. 

•" Ille mi par esse Deo videtur, 
" lUe, si fas est, Buperare dives, 
•• (^ui sedeiis adversus identidem te 

" Spectat, et audit. 

" Dulcc ridentem, misero quod omnis 
" JLripit sensus mihi ; nam simul te, 
** Lcbbia, adspexi, nihil est super n! 

** ^iod loquar amsM. 

*' Lingua sed toipet : tenuis sub artus 
" Flu.iima dimauat, soiiitu suopte 
** 'liiiiiluiit aurcs : gemina teguiuur 

" Lumina nocte.*" 

My kamed reader will know very well the reason 
wliy one cf these verses is printed in Italic letter ; and 
if lie compares this ti'anslation with the original, will 
find thut the three first stanzas are rendered almost 
word for word, and not only with the same cieganccj 
but with tlie same shoit turn of expression which is 
so remarkable in tliC Greek, and so peculiar to the 
Sapphic ode. I cannot imagine for what reason Mu- 
dam Dacier has told us, that this ode of Sappho is prt- 
servcd entire in Longinus, since itis manifest to any dec 
who looks into that author's quotation of it, that there 
must at least have been another stanza, which is not 
transmitted to us. 

The second translation of this fragment which I 
shall here cite, is that of Monsieur Boileau. 

" Heureux ! qui prcs de toi, pour toi seule scApire : 

" Qiii joi.lt du plaisir de t* entendre parler : 

** Qui te voit quelquefois doucement lui st iirire. 

•* Les Dieux, uaas son bonheur, peuvent-ilb Tcgaler I 

" Je sens de veine en Veine une subtile flamme 
" Courir par tout mon corps, si-tot que te vois : 
" Et dans les doux transports, o^ s'egare mon amc, 
" /e ne F9aurois trcuver de latn^wc, iii de volx. 
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Un nuage coifns se re^jand sur ma vue, 
. Je n'entens plus, je to.nbe cu de donees langueurs ; 
Et pale, sans haleine, interdite cperdi.c, 
Un trissDn nie saisit, je tremble, je me raeur^." 

The reader will see that this is rather an imitation 
n a translation. The circumstances do not lie so 
:k together, and follow one another with that vehc- 
nce and emotion as in the original. In short, Mon- 
iir Boileau has given us all the poetry, but not all 
passion of this famous fragment. I shall, in the 
; place, present my reader with the English trans- 
on. 



I. 

Blest as th' immortal gods is he, 
The youth who fondly sits by thee, 
•* And hears and sees thee all the while 
Softly speak and sweetly smile. 






(I 






II. 

'Twais this deprived my soul of rest, 
And rais*d such tumults in my breast ; 
For while I gaz*d, in transport tost, 
My breath was gone, my voice was lost : 

III. 

Ify bosom glow*d ; the subtle fl?.me 
quick through ail my vital frame ; 
ray dim eyes a darkness hung ; 
with hollow murmurs rung. 




IV. 

In dewy damps my limbs were chill'd ; 
My blood with gentle horrors thrill'd ; 
My feeble pulse forgot to play ; 
I fainted, sunk, and dy'd away.** 



Instead of giving any character of this last translation, 
hall desire my learned friend to lock into the cri- 
isms which Longinus has made upcn the original. 

Y 2 
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By that means he will know to which of the transia- ii 
tions he ought to give the preference. I shall only ™ 
add, that this tmnslation is written in the very spirit 
of Sappho, and as near the Greek as the genius of 
our language will possibly suffer. 

Longinus has observed, that this description of 
love in Sappho is an exact copy of nature, and that 
all the circumstances which follow one another in 
such an hurry of sentiments, notwithstanding they 
appear repugnant to each other, are really such as 
happen in the phrenzies of love. 

I wonder that not one of the critics or editors, 
through whose hands this ode has passed, has taken 
occasion from it to mention a circumstance related 
by Plutarch. That author in the famous story of An- 
tiochus, who fell in love with Stratonice, his mother- 
in-law, and, not daring to discover his passion, pre- 
tended to be confined to his bed by sickness, tells us, 
that Erasistratus, the physician, found out the nature 
of his distemper, by those symptoms of love which 
he had learned from Sappho's writings. Stratonice 
was in the room of the love-sick prince, when the^ 
symptoms discovered themselves to his physician ; 
and it is probable, that they were not very different 
from those which Sappho here describes i^^J^cr 
sitting by his mistress. This story of 
so well known, that I need not add the i 
which has no relation to my present 
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No. CCXXX. FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 23. 

Homines ad Deos nulla re propius accedunt, quam saluteoi 
homlnibus dando. Tul& 

Men resemble the gods in nothing; so much, as in doing good 
to their fellow-creatures. 

ft 

HUMAN nature appears a very deformed, or a 
very beautiful object, according to the different lights 
in which it is viewed. When we see men of inflamed 
passions, or of wicked designs, tearing one another 
to pieces by open violence, or undermining each other 
by secret treachery ; when we observe base and nar- 
row ends pursued by ignominious and dishonest 
means ; when we behold men mixed in society as if 
it were for the destruction of it ; we are even 
ashamed of our species, and out of humour with our 
own being ; but in another light, when we behold 
them mild, good, and benevolent, full of a generous 
regard for the public prosperity, compassionating 
each other's distresses, and relieving each other's 
wants, we can hardly believe they are creatures of 
the same kind. In this view they appear gods to 
oicch other, in the exercise of the noblest power, that 
of doing good ; and the greatest compliment we have 
ever been able to make to our own being, has beea 
by calling this disposition of mind, humanity. We 
cannot but observe a pleasure arising in our own breast 
upon the seeing or hearing of a generous action, even 
when we are wholly disinterested in it. I cannot give 
a more proper instance of this, than by a letter from 
Pliny, in which he recommends a friend in the most 
handsome manner ; and, methinks, it would be a 
great pleasure to know the success of this epistle, 
though each party concerned in it has been so many 
hundred years in his grave. 
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' To MAXIMUS. 

< WHAT I should gladly do for any friend of 
your's, I think I may now with confidence request 
for a friend of mine. Arrianus Maturius is the most 
considerable man of his country ; when I caH him 
so, I do not speak with relation to his fortune, 
though that is very plentiful, but to his integrity, 
justice, gravity, and prudence ; his advice is useful 
to me in business, and his judgment in matters of 
learning : his fidelity, truth, and good understand* 
ing are very great ; besides this, he loves me as 
you do, than which I cannot say any thing that sig- 
nifies a warmer affection. He has nothing that is 
aspiring; and though he might rise to the highest 
order of nobility, he keeps himself in an inferior 
rank ; yet I thipk myself bound to use my endea- 
vours to serve and promote him ; and would there- 
fore find the means of adding something to his ho- 
nours while he neither expects nor knows it, nay, 
though he should refuse it. Something, in short, 
1 would have for him that may be honourable, but 
not troublesome ; and I entreat that you will procure 
him the first thing of this kind that offers, by which 
you will not only oblige mie, but him also ; for 
Uiough he does not covet it, I know he will be as 
grateful in acknowledging your favour as if he had 
asked it.' 



< Mr. Spectator, 

< THE reflections in some of your papers on the 
servile manner of education now in use, have given 
birth to an ambition, which, unless you discounte- 
* nance it, will, 1 doubt, engage me in a very diffi- 
cult, though not imgratefiil adventure. I am about 
to undertake, for the sake of the British youth, to 
instruct them in such a manner, that the most dan- 
gerous page in Virgil or Homer may be read by 
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them with much pleasure, and with perfect safety 
to their persons. 

* Could I prevail so far as to be honoured with the 
protection of some few of them, for I am not hero 
enough to rescue many, my design is to retire with 
them to an agreeable solitude ; though within the 
neighbourhood of a city for the convenience of their 
being instructed in music, dancing, drawing, de- 
signing, or any other such accomplishments, which 
it is conceived may make as proper diversions for 
them, and almost as pleasant, as the little sordid 
games which dirty school-boys are so much de- 
lighted with. It may easily be imagined, how such 
a pretty society, conversing v/ith none beneath them- 
selves, and sometimes admitted as perhaps not vmen- 
tertaining parties amongst better company, com- 
mended and caressed for their little performances, 
and turned by such conversations to a certain gal- 
lantry of soul, might be brought early acquainted 
with some of the most polite English writers. 
This having given them some tolerable taste of 
bocks, they would make themselves masters of the 
Latin tongue by methods far easier than those in 
Lilly, with as little difficulty or reluctance as young 
ladies learn to spea.k French, or to sing Italian Ope- 
ras. When they had advanced thus far, it would 
be time to form their taste something more exactly : 
one that had any true relish of fine writing, might, 
with great pleasure both to himself and them, run 
over tog;;ther with them the best Roman historians, 
poets, and orators, and point out their more re- 
markable beauties ; give them a short scheme of 
chronology, a little view of geography, medals, 
astronomy, or what else might best feed the busy in- 
quisitive humour so natural to that age. Such of 
tiiem as had the least spark of genius, when it was 
once awakened by the shining thoughts and great 
sentiments of those admired writers, could not, I 
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believe, be easily withheld from attempting tliat 
more difficult sister language, whose exalted beau- 
ties they would have heard so often celebrated as the 
pride and wonder of the whole Teamed world. In 
the mean while, it would be requisite to exercise 
their style in writing any light pieces that ask more 
of fancy than of judgment : and tliat frequently in 
their native language, which every one, metliinks, 
should be most concerned to cultivate, especially 
letters, in which a gentleman must have so frequent 
occasions to distinguish himself^ A set of genteel 
good-natured youtlis fallen into such a manner of 
life, would form almost a little academy, and doubt- 
less prove no such contemptible companioiis, as 
might not often tempt a wiser man to mingls him- 
self in their diversions, and draw them into such se- 
rious sports as might prove nothing less mstruct- 
ing than the gravest lessons. I do\\bt not but it 
might be made some of their favourite plays, to 
contend which of them should recite a beautiful part 
of a poem or oration most gracefully, or sometimes 
to join in acting a scene of Terence, Sophocles, or 
our own Shakspeare. The cause of Milo might 
again be pleaded before more favourable judges, 
CsBsar a second time be taught to tremble, aiid an- 
other race of Athenians be afresh enraged at the 
ambition of another Philip. Amidst these noble a- 
miisements, we could lio])e to see the early dawn- 
ings of their imagination daily bri'^hten into sense, 
their innocence improve into viilue, and their un- 
experienced good-nature directed to a generous love 
of their country. 

^ I am, ?cc.' 
T. 
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No. CCXXXI. SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 24. 

O Pudor ! O Pictas ! Mart. 

O Modesty! O Piety! 

LOOKING over the letters which I have lately 
received from my correspondents, I met with the fol- 
lowing one, which is written with such a spirit of po- 
liteness, that I could not but be very much pleased 
with it myself, and question not but it will be as ac- 
ceptable to the reader. 

* Mr. Spectator, 

* YOU, who are no stranger to public assemblies, 
cannot but have observed the awe they often strike 
on such as are obliged to exert any talent before 
them. This is a sort of elegant distress, to which 
ingenuous minds are the most liable, and may there- 
fore deserve some remarks in your paper. Many a 
brave fellow, who has put his enemy to flight in the 
field, has been in the utmost disorder upon making 
a speech before a body of his friends at home : one 
would think there was some kind of fascination in 
the eyes of a large circle of people, when darting 
all together upon one person. I have seen a new 
actor in a tragedy so bound up by it as to be scarce 
able to speak or move, and have expected he would 
have died above three acts before the dagger or cup 
of poison were brought in. It would not be amiss if 
such an one were at first introduced as a ghost, or 
a statue, until he recovered his spirits, and grew fit 
for some living part. 

^ As this sudden desertion of one's self shews a dif- 
fidence which is not displeasing, it implies at the 
same time the greatest respect to an audience that 
can be. It is a sort of mute eloquence, which pleads 
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* for their favour much better than words could do ; 
' and Ave find their generosity naturally moved to 

* support those who are in so much perplexity to en- 
' tertain them. I was extremely pleased veith a late 
' instance of this kind at the oj)era of Almahide, in 
' the encouragement given to a young singer, whose 
' more than ordinary concern on her first appearance, 

* recommended her no less than her agreeable voice, 
' and just performance. Mere bashfulness without 

* merit is awkward ; and merit without modesty, in- 

* Solent : but modest merit has a double claim to ac- 

* ceptance, and generally raieets with as many pa- 

* trons as beholders. 

< I am, &c.' 

It is impossible that a person should exert himself 
to advantage in an assembly, whether it be his part 
either to sing or speak, who lies under too great op- 
pressions of modesty. I remember, upon talking with 
a friend of mine, concerning the force of pronuncia- 
tion, our discourse led us into the enumeration of the 
several organs of speech which an orator ought to 
have in perfection, as the tongue, the teeth> the lips, 
the nose, the palate, and the wind-pipe. Upon which, 
says my friend, you have omitted the most material 
organ of them all, and that is the forehead. 

But notwithstanding an excess of modesty obstructs 
the tongue, and renders it unfit for its offices, a due 
proportion of it is thought so requisite to an orator, 
that rhetoricians have recommended it to their disci- 
ples as a particular in their art. Cicero tells us that 
he never liked an orator, who did not appear in some 
little confusion at the beginning of his speech, and 
confesses that he himself never entered upon an ora- 
tion without trembling and concern. It is indeed a 
kind of deference which is due to a great assembly, 
and seldom fails to raise a benevolence in the audi- 
ence towards the person who speaks. My correspond- 
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d«il has taken notice that the bravest men often ap- 
pear timorous on these occasions, as indeed we may 
observe, that there is generally no creature more im- 
pudent than a coward. 

...Lingui melior, sed frigida bdlo 

Dextera. Vise. 

Bold at the council -hoard ; 

But cautious in the field, he shunn'd the ^wonL 

Dryden. 

A bold tongue and a feeble arm are the qualifica- 
tions of D ranees in Virgil ; as Homer, to express a 
man both timorous and saucy^ makes use of a kind 
of point, which is very rarely to be met with in his 
writings ; namely, that he had the eyes of a dog, but 
the heart of a deer. 

A just and reasonable modesty does not only re- 
commend elocjuence, but sets off every great talent 
which a man can be possessed of. It heightens all the 
virtues which it accompanies ; like the shades in 
paintings, it raises and rounds every figure, and makes 
the colours more beautiful^ though not so glaring as 
it would be without it. 

Modesty is not only an ornament but also a guard 
to virtue. It is a kind of quick and delicate feeling in 
the soul, which makes her shrink and withdraw her- 
self from ev«ry thing that has danger in it. It is such 
an exquisite sensibility, as warns her to shim the 
first appearance of every thing which is hurtful. 

I cannot at present recollect either the place or 
time of what I am going to mention ; but I have read 
some where in the history of ancient Greece? that the 
women of the country were seized with an unac- 
countable melanchj^y^ which disposed several of them 
to make away with themselves. The senate, after 
having tried many expedients to prevent this self- 
murder, which was so frequent among them, pub 

VOL, III. z 
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li&hed an edict, that if any woman whatever should 
lay violent hands upon herself, her corpse should be 
exposed naked in the street, and dragged about the 
city in the most public manner. This edict immedi- 
ately put a stop to the practice which was before so 
common. We may see in this instance the strength 
of female modesty, which was able to overcome the 
violence even of madness and despair. The fear of 
shame in the fair sex, was in those days more preva- 
lent than that of death. 

If modesty has so great an influence over our ac- 
tions, and is in many cases, so impregnable a fence 
to virtue ; what can more undermine morality than 
that politeness which reigns among the unthinking 
part of mankind, and treats as unfashionable the most 
ingenuous part of our behaviour; which recommends 
impudence as good breeding, and keeps a man al- 
ways in countenance, not because he is innocent| but 
because he is shameless ? 

Seneca thought modesty so great a check to vice, 
that he prescribes to us the practice of it in secret) 
and advises us to raise it in ourselves upon imaginary 
occasions, when such as are real do not oflfer them- 
selves ; for this is the meaning of his precept, that 
when we are by ourselves, and in our greatest soli- 
tudes, we should fancy that Cato stands before us and 
sees every thing we do. In short, if you banish mo- 
desty out of the world, she carries away with her half 
the virtue that is in it. 

After these reflections on modesty, as it is a virtue, 
I must observe that there is a vicious modesty, which 
justly deserves to be ridiculed, and which those per- 
sons very often discover, who value themselves most 
upon a well-bred confidence. This happens when a 
man is ashamed to act up to hisjreason, and would 
not, upon any consideration, be surprised in the prac- 
tice of those duties, for the performance of which he 
was sent into the world. Many an impudent libertine 
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would blush to be caught in a serioHs discourse, and 
would scarce be able to shew his head, after having 
disclosed a religious thought. Decency of behaviour, 
all outward show of virtue, and abhorrence of vice, are 
carefully avoided by this set of shame -faced people, 
as what would disparage their gaiety of temper, and 
in&llibly bring them to dishonour. This is such a 
poorness of spirit, such a despicable cowardice, such a 
degenerate abject state of mind, as one would think 
human nature incapable of, did we not meet with fre- 
quent instances of it in ordinary conversation. 

There is another kind of vicious modesty which 
makes a man ashamed of his person, his birth, his 
profession, his poverty, or the like misfortunes, which 
it was not in his choice to prevent, and is not in his 
power to rectify. If a man appears ridiculous by any 
of the aforementioned circumstances, he becomes 
much more so by being out of countenance for them. 
They should rather give him occasion to exert a no- 
ble spirit, and to palliate those imperfections which 
are not hi his power, by those perfections which are ; 
or, to use a ver}- witty allusion of an eminent author, 
he should imitate Cjcsar, who, because his head was 
bald, covered that defect with laurels. 

C. 
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Klhil largtundb gloriam adeptus est. SALLtiST. 
By bestowing nothing he acquired glory. 

MY wise and good fnend, Sir Andrew Freeport, 
divides himself almost equally between the toven and 
the country : hi^ time in town is given up to the pub- 
lic, and the management of his private fortune : and 
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alter every three or four days spent in this tnaamtr, 
he retires for as many to his seat within a few miles 
of the town, to the enjoyment of himself^ his &mily, 
and his friend. Thus business and pleasure, or rather, 
in Sir Andrew, labour andrest, recommend eaph other. 
They take their turns with so quick a vicissitude, that 
neither becomes a habit, or takes possession of the 
whole man ; nor is it possible he should be surfeited 
with cither. I often see him at our club in good hu- 
mour, and yet sometimes too with an air of care in his 
looks : but in his country retreat he is always unbent, 
and such a companion as I could desire : and there- 
lore 1 seldom fail to make one with him when he is 
pleased to invite me. ^ 

The other day, as soon as we were got into, fab 
ihariot, two or three beggars on each side hung upon 
tiie doors, and solicited our charity with the usual rhe- 
toric of a sick wife or husband at home, three or £omi 
helpless little children, all starving with cold and hun- 
ger. We were forced to part with some money to get 
rid of their importunity ; and then we proceeded 4U 
our journey With the blessings and acclamations of 
these people. 

*' Well then," says Sir Andrew, " we go off ^ith 
*^ tlie prayers and good wishes of the beggars, and 
^^ perhaps too our healths will be drank at the next 
^ alehouse : so all we shall be able to value ourselves 
^' upon, is, that we have promoted the trade of the 
^* victualler, and the excises of the government. But 
''^ how few ounces of wool do we see upon the backs 
•• of these poor creatures ? And when they shall next 
** fall in our way, they will hardly be better dressed ; 
^^ they must always live in rags to look like objects of 
^* compassion. If their families too are such as they 
^ are represented, it is certain tliey cannot be better 
^^ clothed, and must be a great deal worse fed : one 
'^ would think potatoes would be all their bread, and 
^ their drink the pure element ; and then what goodly 



*•■ customers ire the farmers like to have for their 
** wool, com, and cattle ? such customers, and such a 
*' consumption, cannot choose biit advance the land- 
** ed interest, and hold up the rents of the gentlc- 
" men. 

*' But of all men living, we merchants, who live 
** by buying and selling, ought never to encourage 
•* beggars. The goods which we export are indeed 
** the product of the lands, but much the greatest part 
" of their value is the labour of the people : but how 
** much of these people's labour shall we export whilst 
** we hire them to sit still ? The very alms they rc- 
** ceive from us, are the wages of idleness. I have 
** often thought that no man should be permitted to 
«* take relief from the parish, or to ask it in the street, 
** until he has first purchased as much as possible of 
** his own livelihood by the labour of his own hands; 
<^ and then the public ought only to be taxed to make 
** good the deficiency. If this rule was strictly observ- 
«* ed, we should see every where such a midtitude of 
« new labourers, as would in all probability reduce the 
« price of all our manufactures. It is the very life of 
« merchandize to buy cheap and sell dear. The mer- 
•*^ chant ought to make his outset as cheap as possi- 
«* ble, that he may find the greater profit upon his 
*^ returns ; and nothing will enable him to do this like 
« the reduction of the price of labour upon all our 
« manufactures. This too would be the ready way to 
*• increase the number of our foreign markets : the 
** abatement of the price of the manufacture would 
<* pay for the carriage of it to more distant countries ; 
*« and this consequence would be equally beneficial 
^< both to the 4anded and trading interests. As so 
^ great an addition of labouring hands would produce 
^this happy coii|pquence both to the merchant and 
•< the gentleman, our liberality to common beggars, 
«* and every other obstruction to the increase of la- 
•* bourers, most be equally pernicious to both." 

z 2 
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Sir Andrew then went on to affirm, that the rcduc-> 
tion of the prices of our manufactures by the addition 
of so niuny new hands, would be no inconvenience to 
any man : but observing 1 was something startled at 
•the assertion, he made a short pause, and then re- 
sumed the discourse, '*• It may seem,** says he, " a 
" paradox, that the price of labour should be reduced 
" without an abatement of wages, or that wages can 
" be abated without any inconvenience to the labour- 
*' er, and yet nothing is more certain than that both 
" these things may happen. The wages of the la- 
" iDourers make the greatest part of the piiceof every 
" thing that is useful ; and if in proportion with the 
" v/agcs the prices of all other things should be abat- 
'* ed, every labourer with less wages would still be 
^^ able to purchase as many necessaries of life; where 
" then would be the inconvenience I But the price of 
" labour may be reduced by the addition of more 
" hands to a nianufacture, and yet the wages of per- 
" sons remain as high as ever. The admirable Sir 
** William Petty has given examples of this in some 
** of his writings: one of them, as I remember, is that 
*^ of a watch, which I shall endeavour to explain so as 
>* shall suit my present purpose. It is certain that a 
** single watch could not be made so cheap in pro- 
** portion by only one man, as a hundred watches by a^ 
'• hundred ; for as there is a vast variety in the work, 
*' no one person could equally suit himself to all the 
** parts of it ; the manufacture would be tedious, and 
** at last but cKimsily perfi)rmed : but if an hundred 
*• watches were to be made by an hundred men, the 
^ cases may be assigned to one, the dials to another, 
** the wheels to another, the springs to another, and 
" every other part to a proper artist ;. as there would 
^* be no need of perplexing any on^^person with tM» 
** much variety, every one would be able to perform 
** his single pait with greater skill and expedition ; and 
^^ the hundred watches would be finished in one foucih 
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" part of the time of the first one, and every one of 
•' them at one-fourth part of the cost, though the wa- 
" ges of every man were equal. The reduction of the 
" price of the manufacture would increase the demand 
^ of it, all the same hands would be still employed, 
*' and as well paid. The same rule will hold in the 
" clothing, the shipping, and all other trades whatso- 
*< ever. And thus an addition of hands to our manufac- 
" tures will only reduce the price of them ; the la- 
^ bourer will still have as much wages, and will con- 
** sequently be enabled to purchase more convenien- 
" CCS of life ; so tliat every interest in the nation 
•* would receive a benefit from the increase of our 
" woiidng people. 

^^ Besides, I see no occasion for this charity to com- 
" men beggars, since every beggar is an inhabitant 
^ of a parish, and every parish is taxed to the main- 
^ tenance of their own poor. Fpr my own part, I can- 
*♦ not be mightily pleased with the laws which have 
^ done this, which have provided better to feed than 
** employ the poor. We have a tradition from our 
** fore&thers, that after the first of those laws was 
^ made, they were insulted with that fisonous song— 

' Hang sorrow; and cast away care, 
' The parish is bound to find us, &c. 

" And if we will be so good-natured as to maintain 
** them without work, they can do no less in return 
*Ohan sing us < The Merry Beggars.* 

" What then.? am I against all acts of charity ? God 
*^ forbid ! I know of no virtue in the gospel that is in 
** more pathetic expressions recommended to our prac- 
** tice. M was hungry and ye gave me no meat, thirsty 
/ and ye gave me no drink, naked and ye clothed me 
^ not, a stranger and ye took me not in, sick and in pri- 
* son and ye visited me not.' " Our blessed Saviour 
^* treats the exercise or neglect of charity towards a 
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" poor man, as the performance or breach of this duty 
*' towards himself. I shall endeavour to obey the will 
" of my Lord and master : and therefore if an indus- 
<^ trious man shall submit to the hardest labour and 
** coarsest fare, rather than endure the shame of taking 
*' relief from the parish, or asking it in the street, this 
** is the hungry, the tliirsty, the naked ; and I ought 
*< to believe, if any man has come hither for shelter 
** against persecution or oppression, this is the stran- 
" ger, and I ought to take him in. If any countryman 
<< of our own is fallen into the hands of infideb, and 
« lives in a state of miserable captivity, this is the man 
^ in prison, and I should ccMitribute to his ransom. I 
" ought to give to an hospital of invalids, to reco- 
" ver as many useful subjects as I can; but I shall 
^ bestow ncme of my bounties upon an alms-house of 
*^ idle people ; and for the same reason I should not 
" think it a re{>roach to me if I had withheld my cha- 
" rity from those common beggars. But wc prescribe 
<* better rules than we are able to practise ; we are 
" ashamed not to give into the mistaken customs of 
" our country; but, at the same time, I canziot but 
" think it a reproach worse than that of commonswear- 
« ing, that the idle and the abandoned are suffered in 
" the name of Heaven, and all that is sacred, to ex- 
^ tort from Christian and tender minds a supply to a 
*' profligate way of life, that is always to be supported^ 
^ but never relieved." • 

Z. 
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No. CCXXXni. TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 27. 

Tanquam hxc sint nostri medicina fiiroris, 

Aut deus iUe malis horoinum micescere discat, Vikg. 

As if bj these mj sufferings I could ease, 

Or by my pains the god of love appease. Djiyden. 

I SHALL, in this paper, discharge myself ef the 
promise I have made to the public, by obliging them 
with a translation of the little Greek manuscript, which 
is said to have been a piece of those recoi'ds that 
were preserved in the temple of Apollo, upon the 
promontory of Leucate : it is a short history of the 
Lover's Leap, and is inscribed, " An account of pcr- 
" sons, male and female, who oiFered up their vows 
" in the temple of the Pythian Apollo, in the forty- 
" sixth Olympiad, and leaped from the promontory 
" of Leucate into the Ionian sea, in order to cure 
^ themselves of the passion of love." 

This account is very dry in many parts, as only 
mentioning the name of the lover who leaped, the 
person he leaped for, and relating, in short, that he 
was either cured or killed, or msdmed by the fall. 
It indeed gives the names of so many who died by 
it, that it would have looked like a bill of mortality, 
had I translated it at full length ; I have therefore 
made an abridgment of it, and only extracted such 
particular passages as have something extraordinary, 
either in the case, or in the cure, or in the fate of the 
person who is mentioned in it. After this short pre- 
face, take the account as follows. 

Battus, the son of Menalcas the Sicilian, leaped 
for Bombyca the musician ; got rid of liis passion 
with the loss of his right leg and arm, which were 
broken in the fall. 
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Melissa, in love with Daphnis, very much bruised 
but escaped with life. 

Cynisca, the wife of ^schines, being in love with 
Lycus ; and ^schines her husband beuig in love witli 
Eurilla ; (which had made this married couple very 
uneasy to one another for several years) both the hus- 
band and the wife took the leap by consent ; they 
both of them escaped, and have lived very happily 
together ever since. 

Larissa, a virgin of Thessaly, deserted by Plexip- 
pus, after a courtship of three years ; she stood upon 
the brow of the promontory for some time, and after 
having thrown down a ring, a bracelet, and a little 
picture, with other presents which she had received 
from Plexippus, she tlirew herself into the sea, and 
was taken up alive. 

N. B. Larissa, before she leaped, made an offer- 
ing of a silver Cupid in the temple of Aj)ollo. 

Simsetha, in love with Daphnis the Myndian, pe- 
rished in the fall. 

Charixus, the brother of Sappho, in love with 
Rhodope the courtesan, having spent his whole estate 
upon her, was advised by his sister to leap in the 
beginning of his amour, but would not hearken to 
|ier until he was reduced to his last talent ; being for- 
saken by Rhodope,^ length resolved to take the 
leap. Perished in it. 

Aridsus, a beautiful youth of Epirus, in love with 
Praxinoe, the wife of Thespis, escaped without da- 
mage, saving only that two of his fore teeth were 
struck out and his nose a little flatted. 

Cleora, a widow of Ephesus, being inconsolable 
fop the death of her husband, was resolved to take 
this leap in order to get rid of her passion for his me- 
mory ; but being arrived at the promontory, she there 
met with Dimachus the Miletian, and after a short 
conversation with him, laid aside the thoughts of her 
leap, and married him in the temple of Apollo. 
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N. B. Her widow's weeds are still seen hanging 
up in the western comer of the temple. 

Olphis, the fisherman, having received a box on 
the ear from Thestylis the day before, and being de- . 
termined to have no more to do with her, leaped, 
and escai>ed with life. 

Atalanta, an old maid, whose cruelty had several 
years before driven two or three despairing lovers to 
this leap ; being now in the fifty-fifth year of her 
age, and in love with an officer of Sparta, broke her 
neck in the fall. 

Hipparchus being passionately fond of his own 
wife, who' was enamoured of Bathyllus, leaped, and 
died of his fall ; upoii which his wife married her 
gallant. 

Tettyx, the dancing-master, in love with Olympia, 
an Athenian matron, threw himself from the rock 
with gieat agility, but was crippled in the fall. 

Diagoras, the usurer, in love with his cook-maid ; 
he peeped several times over the precipice, but his 
heart misgiving him, he went back and married her 
that evening. 

Cinxdus, after having entered his own name in the 
Pythian records, being asked the name of the person 
whom he leaped for, and being ashamed to discover 
it, he was set aside and not suffered to leap. 

Eunica, a maid of Paphos, aged nineteen, in love 
with Eurybates. Hurt in the fall, but recovered. 

N. B. This was the second time of her leaping. 

Hesperus, a young man of Tarentum, in love with 
his master's daughter. Drovmed, the boats not com- 
ing in soon enough to his relief. 

Sappho, the Lesbian, in love with Phaon, arrived 
at the temple of Apollo, habited like a bride in gar- 
ments as white as snow. She wore a garland of myr- 
tle on her head, and carried in her hand the little mu- 
sical instrument of her own invention. After having 
sung an hymn to Apollo, she hung up her garland 
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on one side of his altar, and her harp on the other. 
She then tucked up her vestments, like a Spartan 
virgin, and amidst thousands of spectators, who 
were anxious for her safety, and offered up vows for 
her deliverance, marched directly forwards to the ut- 
most summit of the promontory, where after having 
repeated a stanza of her own verses, which we could 
not hear, she threw herself off the rock with such an 
intrepidity as was never before observed in any one 
who had attempted that dangerous leap. Many who 
were present related that they saw her fall into the 
sea, from whence she never rose again ; though 
there were others who afHrmed, that she never cime 
to tlie bottom of her leap, but that she was changed 
into a swan as she fell, and that they saw her hovering 
in the air under that shape. But whether or no the 
whiteness and fluttering of her garments might not 
deceive those who looked upon her, or whether she 
might not really be metamorphosed into that musical 
and melancholy bird, is still a doubt among the 
Lesbians. 

Alcxus, the famous Lyric poet, who had for some 
time been passionately in love with Sappho, arrived 
at the promontory of Leucate that very evening, in 
order to take a leap upon her account ; but hearing* 
that Sa];^ho had been there before him, and that her 
body could be no where found, he very generously la- 
mented her fall, and is said to have written his hun- 
dred and twenty -fifth ode upon that occasion. 
Leaped in this Olympiad 250 

Males - - - 124 

Females - - - 126 
Cured - - - - 120 

Males - - - - 51 

Females - - - 69 C. 
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No. CCXXXtV. WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 28. 

Vellem in amicitia sic erraremus. Hok. 

I wish this error in our friendship reign'd. Crdech, 

YOU very often hear people, after a story has 
been told with some entertaining circumstances, tell 
it over again with particulars that destroy the jesti 
but give light into the truth of the narration. This 
sort of veracity, though it is impertinent, has some- 
thing amiable in it, because it proceeds from the 
loVe of truth, even in Mvolous occasions. If such 
hobest amendments do not promise an agreeable 
companion, they do a sincere friend ; for which rea- 
son one should allow them so much of our time, if 
we fiill into their company, as to set us right in mat- 
ters that can do us no manner of harm, whether 
the facts be one way or the other. Lies which are 
told out of arrogance and ostentation a man should 
detect in his own defence, because he should not be 
triumphed over ; lies which are told out of malice he 
should expose, both for his own sake, and that of 
the rest of mankind, because every man should rise 
against a common enemy : but the officious liar ma- 
ny have argued is to be excused, because it does some 
man good and no man hurt. The man who made 
more than oixlinaiy speed from a fight in which the 
Athenians were beaten, and told them they had ob- 
tained a complete victory, and put the whole city into 
the utmost joy and exultation, was checked by the 
magisti*ates for his falsehood : but excused himself 
by saying, " O Athenians ! am I your enemy bc- 
" cause I gave you two happy days ?*' This fellow 
did to a whole people what an acquaintance of mine 
does every day he lives in some eminent degree to 
particular persons. He is ever lying people in good 

VOL. III. A a 
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humour, and, as Plato said, it is allowable in phy- 
sicians to lie to tlieir patients to keep up their spirits. 
I am half doubtful whether my friend's behaviour is 
not as excusable. His manner is to express himself 
surprised at the cheei*^l countenance of a man whom 
he observes diffident of himself; aiid generally by 
that means makes his lie a truth. He wiU, as if he 
did not know any thing of the circumstance, ask one 
whom he knows at variance with another, what is 
the meaning that Mr. Such-a-one, naming his adver- 
sary, does not applaud him with that heartiness which 
formerly he has heard him ? He said indeed, amti- 
nues he, I would rather have that man for my friend 
than any man in England ; but for an enemy— This 
melts the person he talks to, who expected nothiifg 
but downright raillery from that side. Accordmg 
as he sees his practice succeed, he goes to the oppo- 
site party, and tells him, he .cannot imagine how it 
happens that some people know one another so little ; 
you spoke with so much coldness of a gentleman who 
said more good of you, than, let me tell you, any 
man living deserves. The success of one of these 
incidents was, that the next time that one of these 
adversaries spied the other, he hems after him in 
the public street, and they must crack a bottle at 
the next tavern, that used to turn out of the other's 
way to avoid one another's eye-shot. He will tell 
one beauty she was commended by another, nay, he 
will say she gave the woman he speaks to, the pre- 
ference in a particular for which she herself is admir- 
ed. The pleasantest confusion imaginable is made 
through the whole tovm by my friend's indirect offi- 
ces ; you shall have a visit returned after half a 
year's absence, and mutual railing at each other 
every day of that time. They meet with a thousand 
lamentations for so long a separation, each party nam- 
ing herself for the greatest delinquent, if the other 
Can possibly be^so good as to forgive her, which she 
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has no reason in the world, but from the knowledge 
of her goodness to hope for. Very often a whole 
tmn of railers of each side tire theii* horses in set- 
ting matters right which they have s^d during the 
war between the parties ; and a whole circle of ac-^ 
qusdntance are put into a thousand pleasing passions 
and sentiments^ instead of the pangs of anger, envy, 
detraction, and malice. 

The worst evil I ever observed this man's falshood 
occasion, has been that he turned detraction into flat- 
tery. He is well skilled in the manners of the 
world, and by overlooking what men really ai'e, he 
grounds his artifices upon what they hav« a mind to 
be. Upon this foundation, if two distant friends are 
brought together, and the cement seems to be weaky 
he never rests till he finds new appearances to take 
off all remains of ill-will, and that by new misunder* 
standings they are tliorojighly reconciled. 

To the^t^ectator, 

" Devonshire, Nov. 14, 1711. 
•Sir, 

< THERE arrived in this neighbourhood two days 

* ago one of your gay gentlemen of the town, who 

* being attended at his entry with a servant of his 

* own, besides a countryman he had taken up for a 

* guide, excited the curiosity of the village to Icam 

* whence and what he might be. The countryman, 

* to whom they applied as most easy of access, 

* knew little more than that the gentleman ;came 

* ^ptCL London to travel and see fashions, and was, 

* as-he heard say, a free-thinker : what religion that 

* might be, he could not tell : and for' his own part, 

* if they had not told him the man was a free-thinker, 

* he should have guessed, by his way -of talking, he 

* was little better than a heathen ; excepting only 

* that he had been a good gentleman to him, and 
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made him dnmk ti?^ice in one day> over and above 
what they had bargmned for. 
^ I do not look upon the simplicity of thisi and 
several odd enquiries with which t shall not trou- 
ble you, to be wondered at ; much less can I think 
that our youths of fine wit, and enlarged under- 
standings, have any reason to laugh. Thei^ is no 
necessity that every 'squire in Great-Britsdn should 
know what the woixi free-thinker stands for ; but 
it were much to be wished, that they who value 
themselves upon that conceited title were a Uttle 
better instnicted in what it ought to stand for ; aiid 
that they would not persuade themselves a man is 
really and truly a free-thinker in any toleraUe 
sense, merely by virtue of his being an atheist, or 
an infidel of any other distinction. It may be doubt- 
ed with good reason, whether there ever was in na- 
ture a more abject, slavish, and bigotted generation 
than the tribe of Beaux Esprils, at present so pre- 
vailing in this island. Their pretension to be free- 
tliinkers; is no other than rakes have to be free- 
livers, and savages to be free-men ; that is, they 
can think whatever they have a mind to, and give 
themselves up to whatever conceit the extravagancy 
of their inclination, or their fancy, shall suggest ; 
they can think as wildly as they talk and act, and 
will not endure that their wit should be controuled 
by such formal things as decency and coinmoii. 
sense : deduction, coherence, consistency, and all 
the rules of reason, they accordingly disdain, as 
too precise and mechanical for men of liberal edu- 
cation. 

* This, as for as I could ever learn from their 
writings, or my own observation, is a true account 
of the British free-thinker. Our visitant here, who 
gave occasion to this paper, has brought with him 
a new system of common sense, the paiticulars of 
which I am not yet acquainted with, but will loose 
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no Opportunity of informing myself whether it con- 
tain^ any thing worth Mr. Spectator's notice. In 
the mean time, Sir, I cannot but think it would be 
for the good of mankind, if you would take this 
subject into yout* own consideration, and convince 
the hopeful youth of our nation, that licentiousness 
is not freiedom ; or if such a paradox will not be 
understood, that a prejudice towards atheism is 
not impartiality, 

* I am, Sir, your most humble sen'ant, 
T. ' ' Philonous/ 



No. CCXXXV. THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 29. 

Populares 

Vincentem strepitus Hon. 

Awes the tumultuous noises of the pit. Roscommoit. 

THERE is nothing which lies more within the 
province of a Spectator than public shows arid diver- 
sions ; and as among these there are none which can 
pretend to vie with ^ose elegant entertainments that 
are exhibited in our theatres, I think it particularly in- 
cumbent on me to take notice of every thing that is 
remaiimble in such numerous and refined assemblies. 

It is observed, that of late years there has been a 
Certain person in the upper gallery of the play-house, 
who when he is pleased with any thing that is acted 
upon the stage, expresses his approbation by a loud 
knock upon the benches or the wainscot, which may 
be heard over the whole theatre. This person is 
commonly known by the name of the " trunk-maker, 
•* in the upper gallery." Whether it be, that thsi^ 

A a 2 
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blew he gives on these occasions resembles that 
which is often heard in the shops of such artisans, 
or that he was supposed to have been a real trunk- 
maker, who, after the finishing of his day's work, 
used to unbend his mind at these public diversions 
>\ith his hammer in his hand, I cannot certainly tell. 
There are some, I know, who have been foolish 
enough to imagine it is a spiiit which haunts the 
upper gallery, and fmm time to time makes those 
strange noises ; and the rather because he is observed 
to be louder than ordinary every time the ghost of 
Hamlet appears. Others have reported, that it is a 
dumb man, who has chosen this way of uttering 
himself when he is ti*ansported with any tiling he 
sees or hears, Othei's will have it to be the play- 
house thunderer, that exerts himself after this man- 
ner in the upper gallery when he has nothing to do 
upon the roof. 

But having made it my business to get the best in- 
formation I could in a matter of this moment, I find 
that the trunk-maker, as he is commonly called, is a 
large black man, whom nobody knows. He gene- 
rally leans foi'ward on a huge oaken plant with gi^eat 
attention to every thing tliat passes on the stage. He 
is never seen to smile ; but upon hearing any thing 
that pleases him, he takes up his staff with both 
hands, and lays it upon the next piece of timber 
that stands in his way with exceeding vehemence : 
after which he composes himself in his former pos- 
ture, till such time as something new sets him again 
at work. 

Jt has been observed, his blow is so well-timedy 
that the most judicious critic could never except 
against it. As soon as any shining thought is ex- 
pressed in the poet, or any uncommon grace appears 
m the actor, he smites the bench or wainscot. If the 
audience does not concur with him, he smites a ^* 
cond time, and if the audience i% not yet awaked^ 
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looks round him with great wrath, and repeats the 
blow a third time, which never fails to produce the 
clap. He sometimes lets the audience begin the 
clap of themselves, and at the conclusion of their 
applause, ratifies it with a single thwack. 

He is of so great use to the play-house, that it 
is said a former director of it, upon his not being 
able to pay his attendance by reason of sickness, 
kept one in pay to officiate for him till such time as 
he recovered ; but the person so employed, though 
he laid about kim with incredible violence, did it in 
such wrong places, that the audience soon found oiit 
that it was not their old friend the trunk-maker. 

It has been remarked, that he has not yet exerted 
liimself with vigour this season. He sometimes plies 
at the opera ; and upon Nicolini's first appearance^ 
was said to have demolished three benches in the 
iuij of his applause. He has broken half a doz6n 
oaken planks upon Dogget, and seldom goes away 
from a ti*agedy of Shakspeare, without leaving the 
wainscot extremely shattered. 

The players do not only connive at his obstrepe- 
rous approbation, but very cheerfully repsdr at their 
own cost whatever damages he makes. They bad 
once a thought of erecting a kind of wooden anvil 
for his use, that should be made of a very sounding 
plank, in c»der to render his strokes more deep and 
mellow ; but as this might not have been distinguish- 
ed from the music of a kettle-drum, the project was 
laid aside. 

In the mean while, I cannot but take notice of the 
great use it is to an audience, that a person should 
thus preside over their heads like the director of. a 
concert, in order to awaken their attention, and beat 
time to their applauses ; or, to raise my simile, I 
have sometimes fancied the trunk-maker in the up- 
per gallery to be like Virgil's ruler of the winds, 
seated upon the tc^ of a xaouBtaiD^ who, when he 
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Struck bis sceptre upon the side of it, roused an hur* 
ricane, and set the whole cavern in an uproar. 

It is ceitain the trunk-maker has saved many a 
good play, and brought many a graceful actor reputa- 
tion, who would not otherwise have been taken no- 
tice of. It is very visible, as the audience is not a 
little abashed, if they find themselves betrayed into 
a clap, when their friend in the upper gallery ^oes 
not come into it ; so the actors do not value them- 
selves upon the clap, but regard it as a mere brtitum 
fulmcn^ or empty noise, when it has not the sound 
of the oaken plant in it. . I know it has been given 
out by tliose who are enemies to the trunk-maker, 
that he has sometimes been bribed to be in the inter- 
est of a bad poet, or a vicious player ; but this is a 
surmise which has no foundation ; his strokes are 
always just, and his admonitions seasonable ; he 
does not deal about his blows at random, but always 
hits the right nail upon the head. The inexpressi- 
ble force wherewith he lays them on, sufficiently 
shews the evidence and* strength of his conviction. 
His zeal for a good author is indeed outrageous, and 
breaks down every fence and partition, every beard 
and plank, that stands within the expression of his 
applause. 

As I .do not care for terminating my thoughts in 
barren speculations, or in reports of pure matter of 
fact, without drawing something from them for the 
advantage of my countrymen, I shall take the liber- 
ty to make an humble proposal, that whenever the 
trunk-maker shall depart this life, or whenever he 
shall have lost the spring of his arm by sickness, old 
age, infirmity^ or the like,' some able-bodied critic 
should be advanced to this post, and have a competent 
salary settled on him for life, to be furnished with 
tonboos for operas, crabtree-cudgels for comedies, 
and oaken plants for tragedy, at the public expencc. 
And to the end that this place should he always dis- 
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posed of according to merit, I would have none pre- 
ferred to it, who has not given convincing proofs both 
of a sound judgment and a strong arm, and who could 
not, upon occasion, either knock down an ox, or write 
a comment upon Horace's Art of Poetry. In short, I 
would have him a due composition of Hercules and 
Apollo, and se rightly qualified for this important of- 
fice, that the trunk-maker may not be missed by our 
posterity. 

C. 
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.....Dare jura maritis. Hosl 

With laws connubial tyrants to jtstraia. 

* Mr. Spectator, 

* YOU have not spoken in so direct a manner up- 
on the subject of marriage, as that important case 
deserves. It would not be improper to observe upon 
the peculiarity in the youth of Great Britain, of rail- 
ing and laughing at that institution ; and when they 
fall into it, from a profligate habit of mind, being 
insensibleof the satisfaction in that way of life, and 
treating their vives with the most barbarous disre- 
spect. 

♦ Particular circumstances and cast of temper, must 
teach a man the probability of mighty uneasinesses 
in that state, for unquestionably some there arc 
whose very dispositions are strangely averse to con- 
jugal friendship ; but no one, 1 believe, is by his own 
natural complexion prompted to teaze and torment 
another for no reason but being nearly allied to him: 
and can there be any thing more base, or senre tm 
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sink a man so much below his own distingiushing 
characterisdci I mean reason, than returning evil for 
good in 6o open a manner, as that of treating an 
helpless creature with unkindness, who has had so 
good an opinion of him as to believe what he said 
i*elating to one of the greatest concerns of life, by 
delivenng her happiness in tliis world to bis care 
and protection ? Must not that man be abandoned 
even to all manner of humanity, who can deceive a 
woman with appearances of affection and kindness, 
* for no other end but to torment her with more ease 
and authority ? Is any thing more unlike a gentle- 
man, than when his honour is engaged for the per- 
forming his promises, because nothing but that can 
oblige him to it, to become afterwards false to his 
word, and be alone the occasion of misery to one 
whose happiness he but lately pretended was dearer 
to him than his own ? Ought such a one to be trust- 
ed in his common affairs, or treated but as one whose 
honesty consisted only in his incapacity of being 
otherwise? 

^ There is one cause, of this uss^e no less aUsttrd 
than common, which takes place among the more 
unthinking men; and that is the desire to appear jto 
their friends free and at liberty, and without those 
trammels they have so much ridiculed. To avoid 
tliis they fly into the other extreme, and g^row ty- 
rants that they may seem masters. Because an un« 
controulable command of their own actions is a. cer- 
tain sign of entire dominion, they will not so much 
as recede from the government even iix one muscle 
of their faces. A kind look they believe would be 
fawning, and a civil answer yielding the superiority. 
To this must we attribute an austerity they betray 
in every action : what but this can put a man out of 
humour in his wife's company, though he is so dis- 
tinguishingly pleasant every where else ? Thie bit- 
terness of his replies, and the severity of his frowns, 
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to the tenderest of wives, clearly demonstrate> that 
an ill-grounded fear of being thought too submis- 
sive, is at the bottom of this, as I am willing to call 
it, affected moroseness ; but if it be such only, put 
on to convince his acquaintance of his entire domi- 
nion, let liim take care of the consequence, which 
will hQ certain, and worse than the present evil ; his 
seeming indifference will, by degrees, grow into real 
contempt, and, if it doth not wholly alienate the af- 
fections of his wife for ever from him, make both 
him and her more miserable than if it really did so. 
* However inconsistent it may appear to be thought 
a well-bred person, has no small share in his clown- 
ish behaviour : a discourse, therefore, relating to 
good-breeding towards a loving and tender wife, 
would be of great use to this sort of gentlemen^ 
Could you but once convince them, that to be civil 
at least is not beneath the character of a gentleman, 
nor even tender affection towards one who would 
make it reciprocal, betrays any softness or effemi- 
nacy that the most masculine disposition need be 
ashamed of; could you satisfy them of the genero- 
sity of voluntary civility, and the greatness of soul 
that is conspicuous in benevolence without immedi- 
ate obligations ; could you recommend to people's 
practice the saying of the gentleman quoted in one 
of your speculations, " That he thought it incum- 
' bent upon him to make the inclinations of a wo- 
* man of merit go along with her duty :" could you, I 
say, persuade these men of the beauty and reason- 
ableness of this sort of behaviour, I have so much 
charity for some of them at least, to believe you 
would convince them of a thing they are only 
ashamed to allow ; besides, you would recommend 
that state in its truest, and, consequently, its most 
agreeable colours; and the gentlemen who have 
for any time been such professed enemies to it, 
whea occasion should serve, would return youtbRvt 



294 THE SPECTATOR. 

thanks for assisting their interest in prevailing over 
their prejudices. Marriage in general would by this 
means be a more easy and comfortable conditioi? ; 
the husband would be no where so well satisfied -is 
in his own parlour, nor the wife so pleasant as in 
the company of her husband : a desire of being 
agreeable in the lover would be increased in the 
husband, and the mistress be more amiable by be- 
coming the wife. Besides all which, I am apt to 
believe we should find the race of men gi-ow wiser 
as their pi'ogenitors grew kinder, and the affection 
of their parents would be conspicuous in the wisdom 
of tlieir children ; in short, men would in general be 
much better humoured than they are, did not they 
so frequently exercise the -worst turns of their tem- 
per where they ought to exert the best.* 

* Mr. Spectator, 
' I AM a woman who left the admiration of this 
whole town, to throw myself, for love of wealth, in- 
to the arms of a fool. When I married him I could 
havp had any one of several men of sense who lan- 
guished for me ; but my case is just. I believed my 
superior understanding would form him into a tract- 
able creature. But alas, my spouse has cunning and 
suspicion, the inseparable companions of little minds; 
every attempt 1 make to divert, by putting on an a- 
greeable air, a sudden cheerfulness, or kind behavi- 
our, he looks upon as the first acts towards an insur- 
rection against his undeserved dominion over me. 
Let every one who is still to choose, and hopes to 
govern a fool, remember 

' Tristissa.' 

* St. Martin's, November 25. 
' Mr. Spectator, 
* THIS is to complain of an evil practice which I 
• think very well deserves a redress, though you have 
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not as yet taken any notice of it: if you mention it in 
your paper, it may perhaps have a very good effect. 
What 1 mean is the disturbance some people give 
to others at church, by their repetition of the prayers 
after the minister, and that not only in the prayers, 
but also the absolutioa and the commandments fare 
no better, vrhich are in a particular manner the 
priest's office : tiiis I have known done in so audible 
a manner, that sometimes their voices have been as 
loud as his. As little as you would think it, this is 
frequently done by people seemingly devout: This 
iiTeligious inadvertency is a thing extremely offen- 
sive; but I do not recommend it as a thing I give 
you liberty to ridicule, but hope it may be amended 
by the bare mention. 

' Sir, 

^ Your very humble servant, 
T. * T. S/ 
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Visu carenicm magna pars veri latet. Seneca. 

Truth is in a great measure concealed from the blind. 

IT is very reasonable to believe, that part of thq 
pleasure which happy minds shall enjoy in a futui'e 
state, will arise fix)m an enlarged contemplation of 
the divhie wisdom in the government of the world, 
and a discovery of the secret and amazing steps of 
Providence from the beginning to the end of time. 
Nothing seems to be an entertainment more adapted 
to the nature of man, if we consider that curiosity is 
one of the strongest and most lasting appetites im- 
planted in us, and that admiration is one of our most 

VOL. in. B b 
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pleasing paasion:* ; and what a perpetual succession 
of enjoyments will be afforded to both these, in a 
scene so large and various as shall then be laid open 
lo our view in the society of superior spirits, who per- 
haps will join with us in so delightful a prospect! 

It is not impossible, on the conti^ry, that part of the 
punishment of such as ai'e excluded fix>m bliss, may 
consist, not only in their being denied this privilege, 
but in havmg their apppetit^s at the same time vastly 
encreased, without any satisfaction afforded to them. 
In these, the vain pureuit of knowledge shall, perhaps, 
add to their infelicity, and bewilder them into laby- 
rintlis of error, darkness, distraction, and uncertainty 
of every thing but their own evil state. Milton has thus 
represented the fallen angels reasoning together in a 
kind of respite from their torments, and creating to 
themselves a new disquiet amidst their very amuse- 
ments ; he could not properly have described the 
sports of condemned spirits, without that cast of hor- 
ror and melancholy he has so judiciously mingled 
with them. 

" Others apart sat on a hill retu^d, 
•* In thoughts more elevate, and reason'd high 
** Qf Protidenqe, foreknowledge, will, and ftitc, 
<« Fixt &te, freewill, foreknowledge absolute, 
«4 ** And found no end in wandering mases lost.*' 

In our present condition, which is a middle state, 
our minds are, as it were, chequered with truth and 
falshood ; and as our faculties are narrow, and our 
views imperfect, it is impossible but our curiosity 
must meet with many repulses. The business of man- 
kind in this life being rather to act than to know, their 
portion of knowledge is dealt to them accordingly. 

From hence it is, that the reason of the inquisitive 
has so long* been exercised with difficulties, in ac« 
counting for the promiscuous distribution of good and 
evil to the virtuous and the wicked in this world. From 
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hence come all those pathetic coinplaints of so many- 
tragical events, which happen to the wise and the 
good ; and of such surprising prosperity, which is 
often the reward of the guilty and th« foolish ; that 
reason is sometimes p\izzled, and at a loss what to 
pronounce upon so mysterious a dispensation. 

Plato expresses his abhorrence of some fables of 
the poets, which seem to reflect on the gods as the 
authors of injustice ; and lays it down as a principle, 
that whatever is permitted to befal a just man, whe- 
ther poverty, sickness, or any of those things which 
seem to be evils, shall either in life or death conduce 
to his good. My reader will observe how agreeable 
this maxim is to what we find delivered by a greater 
authority. Seneca has written a discourse purposely 
on this subject, in which he takes pains, after the doc- 
trine of the Stoics, to shew that adversity is not in 
itself an evil ; and mentions a noble sasying of Deme- 
trius, " That nothing would be more unhappy than a 
^* man who had never known aflftiction.'* He compares 
prosperity to the indulgence of a fondinother to a 
child, which often proves his ruin ; but the affecticM 
of the Divine Being to that of a wise father fAso would 
have his sons exercised with labour, disappointment! 
and pain, that they may gather strength* and improve 
their fortitude. Chi this occasion the philosopher rises^ 
into that celebrated sentiment, " That there is not on 
" earth a spectacle more worthy the regard of a Cre- 
*' ator intent on his works than a bi'ave man superior 
" to his sufferings ;" to which he adds, " that it must 
" be a pleasure to Jupiter himself to*look down fromi 
** Heaven and see Cato, amidst the ruins of his coun- 
** try, preserving his integrity." 

* This thought will appear yet more reasonable, if 
we consider human life as a state of probation^ and 
adversity as the post of honour in it, assigned often 
to the best and most select spirits. 
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But what I would chiefly insist on here, is, that we 
are not at present in a proper situation to judge of 
the counsels by which providence acts, since but lit- 
tle arrives at our knowledge, and even that little we 
discern imperfectly ; or, according to the elegant fi- 
gure in holy writ, " We see but in part, and as in a 
*' glass darkly/' It is to be considered, that Provi- 
dence, in its economy, regards the whole system of 
time and things together, so that we cannot discover 
the beautiful connexion between incidents which lie 
widely separated in time, and by losing so many links 
of tlie chain, our reasonings become broken and im- 
perfect. Thus those parts of the moral world which 
have not an absolute, may yet have a relative beauty, 
in respect of some other parts concealed from us, but 
open to his eye before whom " past, present, and to 
" come,*' are set together in one point of view : and 
those events, the permission of which seems now to 
accuse his goodness, may in the consummation of 
things both magnify his goodness, and exalt his wis- 
dom. And this is enough to check our presumption, 
since it is in vain to apply our ilneasures of regularity 
to matters of which we know neither the antecedents 
nor the consequents, the beginning nor the end. 

I shall relieve my readers from this abstracted 
thought, by relating here a Jewish tradition concern- 
ing Moses, which seems to be a kind of parable, il- 
lustrating what I have last mentioned. That great 
prophet, it is said, was called up by a voice from 
Heaven to the top of a mountain ; where, in a con- 
ference with th^Supreme Being, he was permitted to 
propose to him some questions concerning his admi- 
nistration of the universe. In the midst of this divine 
colloquy he was commanded to look down on the plain 
below. At the foot of the mountain there issued out a 
clear spring of water, at which a soldier alighted from 
his horse to drink. He was no sooner gone than a 
little boy came to the same place, and finding a purso 
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of gold which the soldier had dropped, took it up y.nd 
went away with it. Immediately after this came an 
infirm old man, weary with age and travelling, and 
having quenched his thirst, sat down to rest himself 
hy the side of the spring. Tlie soldier missing his 
purse, returns to search for it^ and demands it of the 
old man, who affirms he had "hot seen it, and appeals 
to Heaven in witness of his innocence. The soldier, 
not believing his protestations, kills him. Moses fell 
on his face with horror and amazement, when the di- 
vine voice thus prevented his expostulation : " Be not 
** surprised, Moses, nor ask why the judge of the 
" whole earth has suffered this thing to come to pass : 
" the child is the occasion that the blood of the old 
" man is spilt ; but know, that the old man whom thou 
" sawcst, was the murderer of that child's father." 

C. 
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Kequicquam populo bibulas dcnaveris aures ; 

Respue quod non es '.. Persius. 

Please not thyself the flattering crowd to hear; 

Tis folsome stuflT, to please thy itching ear. 

Survey thy soul, not what tlj.ou dost appear, 

But what thou art Dryden. 

AMONG all the diseases of the mind, there is not 
one more epidemical or more pernicious than the love 
of flattery. For as where the juices of the body are 
prepared to receive a malignant influence, there the 
disease rages with most violence ; so in this distem- 
per of the mind, where there is ever a propensity and 
inclination to suck in the. poison, it cannot be but that 

Bfai2 
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tlic whole order of reasonable action must be orertum- 
ed ; for, like musici it 

" t..So softens and disarms the niind, 

'* That uotouc arrow can resistance find." 

First we flatter ourselves, and then the flatter)* of 
others is sur6 of success. It awakens our self-love 
wittuk, a paity whi<^h is ever ready to revolt from our, 
1>etter judgment, and join the enemy without. Hence 
it is, that the profusion of favours we so often see 
poured upon the parasite, are represented to us, by 
our self- love,. as justice done to the man, who so agree- 
ably reconciles us to ourselves. When we are overr 
come by such soft insinuations and ensnaring compli' 
ances, we gladly recompense the artifices that are 
made use of to blind our reason, and which triumph 
o\'^r the weaknesses of our temper and inclinations. 

But were every man persuaded from how mean and 
low a principle this passion is derived, there can be no 
doubt but the person who shoidd attempt to gratify it, 
would then be as contemptible as he is now success- 
ful. It is the desire of some quality we are pot pos- 
sessed of, or inclination to be something we are not, 
which are the causes of our giving ourselves up to 
that man, who bestows upon us the characters and 
([ualities of others ; which perhaps suit us ill, and were 
as little designed for our wearing, as tlieir clothes. In- 
stead of going out of our ovni complexional nature 
into that of others, it were a better and more laudable 
industry to improve our own, and instead of a mise- 
rable copy become a good original ; for there is no 
temper, no disposition so rude and unti'actable> but 
may, in its own peculiar cast and turn, be brought to 
some agreeable use in conversation, or in the aJQTairs 
of life. A person of a rougher deportment, and less 
tied up to the usual ceremonies of behaviour, willi 
like Manly in the play, please by the grace which na- 
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ture gives to every action wherein she is complied 
-with ; the brisk and lively will not want their admi- 
rers, and even a more reserved and melancholy tem- 
per may at times be ag^reeable. 

When there is not vanity enough awake in a man 
to mido him, the flatterer stirs up that dormant weak- 
ness, and inspires him with merit enough to be a cox- 
comb. But if flattery be the most sordid act that can 
be complied with, the art of praising justly is as com- 
mendable : for it is laudable to praise well ; as po- 
ets at one and the same time give immortality, and 
receive it themselves for a reward : both are pleased, 
the one whilst he receives the recompense of merit, 
the otlier, whilst he shews he knows how to discern it; 
but above all, that man is happy in this art, who, like 
a skilful painter, retains the features and complexion^ 
but still softens the picture into the naost s^reeable 
likeness. 

There can hardly, I believe, be imagined a more de- 
sirable pleasure than that of praise unmixed with any 
possibility of flattery. Such was that which Germani- 
cus enjoyed, when, the night before a battle, desirous 
of some sincere mark of the esteem of his legions fcxr 
him, he is described by Tacitus listening in a disguise 
to the discoiu*se of a soldier, and wrapt up in the fru- 
ition of his glory, whilst, with an undesigned since- 
lity^ they praised his noble and majestic mien, his af- 
fability, his valour, conduct, and success in war. How 
must a man have his heart full blown with joy in such 
an article of glory as this ? What a spur and encou- 
ragement still to proceed in those steps which had al- 
ready brought him to so pure a taste of the greatest 
of mortal enjoyments? 

It sometimes happens, that even enemies and envi- 
ous persons bestow the sincerest marks of esteem 
when they least design it. Such a£R>rd a gpneater plea- 
sure, as extorted by merit, and freed from all suspi- 
cion of favour or fialterf . Ti»if it ib wkh MalvoUo; 
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he has wit, learning, and discemment, but tempered 
"witli an allay of envy, self-love, and detraction : Mal- 
volio turns pale at the mirth and good-humour of the 
company, if it centre not in his perscMi j he grows jea- 
lous and displeased when he ceases to be the only per- 
son admired, and looks upon the commendation paid 
to another as a detraction from his merit, and an at- 
tempt to lessen the superiority he aflfects ; but by this 
very method, he bestows such prsdse as can never be 
suspected of flattery. His uneasiness and distastes are 
so many sure and certain signs of another^s title to that 
glory he desires, and has the mortification to find him- 
self not possessed of. 

A good name is fitly compared to a precious oint- 
ment, and when we are praised with skill and decen- 
cy^ it is indeed the most agreeable perfume; but if 
too strongly admitted into a brain of a less vigorous 
and happy texture, it will, like too strong an odoury 
overcome the senses, and prove pernicious to those 
nerves it was intended to refresh. A generous mind 
is of all others the most sensible of praise and dis- 
praise ; and a noble spirit is as much invigorated with 
its due proportion of honour and applause, as it is de- 
pressed by neglect and contempt: but it is only pep- 
sons far above the common level who are thus affected 
with either of these extremes ; as, in a thermometer) 
it is only the purest and most sublimated spirit that is 
either contracted or dilated by the benignity or inck* 
mency of the season. 

< Mr. Spectator, 
< THE translations which you have lately g^ven 

• us from the Greek, in some of your last papers, 
< have been the occasion of my looking into some of 
^ those authors ; among whom I chanced on a col- 

• lection of letters, which pass under the name of 
^ Aristaenetus. Of all the remains of antiquity, I 

.^ believe there can b^ nothing produced of an air so 
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^ gallant and poHte ; each letter cont^ns a little novel 
or adventure, which is told with all the beauties of 
langi^gC) and heightened with a luxjriance of wit. 
There are several of them*translated, but with such 
wide deviations from the original, and in a style so 
far differing from the author's, that the translator 
seems rather to have taken hints for the expressing 
his own sense and thoughts, than to have endea- 
voured to render those of Aristaenetus. In the 
following translati(»i, I have kept as near the mean- 
ing of the Greek as I could, and have only added 
a few words to make the sentences in English fit 
together a little better than they would otherwise 
have done. The story seems to be taken froipi 
that of Pygmalion and the statue in Ovid : some 
of the thoughts are of the same turn, and iht 
whole is written in a kind of poetical prose. 

« PHILOPINAX TO CHROMATION. 

** NEVER was man more overcome with so fim- 
u tastical a passion as mine. I have painted a beau- 
u tifiil woman, and am despairing, dying for the pic- 
u ture. My own skill has undone me ; it is not the 
16 dart of Venus, but my own pencil has thus wound- 
c( «d me. Ah me ! with what anxiety am I neces- 
u sitated to adore my own idol I How miserable am 
<i I, whilst every one must as much pity the painter 
a as he praises the picture, and own my torment 
4( more than equal to my art I But why do I thus 
4( complain ? Have there not been more unhappy and 
u imnatural passions thai^ mine ? Yes, I have seen 
(( the representations of Phxdra, Narcissus, and 
a Pasiphs. Phaedra was unhappy in her love , that 
a of Pasiphae was monstrous ; and whilst the other 
f( caught at his beloved likeness, he destroyed the 
a watery image, which ever eluded his embraces. 
a The fountain represented Narcissus to himself 
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** and the picture both that and him, thirsting jJter 
•* his adored image. But I am yet less unhappy, 1 
" enjoy her presence continually, Mid if I touch hevt 
" I destroy not the beauteous form, but she looks 
** pleased, and a sweet smile sits in the charming 
" space which divides her lips. One would swear 
*' that voice and speech were issuing out, and that 
" one'* ears felt the melodious sound. How often 
** have I, deceived by a lover's credulity, hearkened 
'' if she had not something to whisper me ? and 
" when frustrated of my hopos, how often have I 
" taken my revenge in kisses from her cheeks and 
" eyes, and softly wooed her to my embrace, whilst 
" she, as to me it seemed, only ^vithheld her tongue 
" the more to inflame me? But, madman that I 
*' am, shall I be thus taken with the representation 
" only of a beauteous face, and flowing hair, ajid 
** thus waste myself, and melt to tears for a shadow ? 
** Ah, sure it is something more, it is a rej^ity ! 
" for see her beauties shine out with new lustre, and 
" she seems to upbraid me with such unkind rc- 
^ proaches. Oh may I have a living mistress of this 
^ form, that when I shall compare the work of na- 
" ture with that of art, I may be still at a loss which 
*' to choose, and be long perplexed with the pleasing 
*' uncertainty ! 

T, 
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No. CCXXXIX. TUESDAY, DECEMBER 4. 

Bella, horrida bella ! Virc. 

Wars, horrid wars ! Dayden. 

I HAVE sometimes amused myself with consider- 
ing the several methods of managing a debate which 
have obtained in the world. 

The first races of mankind used to dispute, as our 
ordinary people do now^-days, in a lund of wild 
logic, uncultivated by rules of art. 

Socrates introduced a catechetical method of arguing. 
He would ask his adversary question upon question, 
until he had convinced him out of his own mouth 
that his opifriions were wrong. This way of debating 
drives an enemy up into a corner^ seizes all the passes 
through which he can make an escape, and forces 
him to surrender at discretion. 

Ajistotle changed this method of attack, and in- 
vented a great variety of little weapons, called syl- 
logisms. As in the Socratic vmy of dispute you agree 
to every thing which your opponent advances, in the 
Aristotelic you are still denying and contradicting 
some part or other of what he says. Socrates con- 
quers you by stratagem, Aristotle by force : the 
one takes the town by sap, the other sword in hand. 

The universities of Europe, for many years, car- 
ried on their debates by syllogism, insomuch that we 
see the knowledge of several centuries laid out into 
objections and answers, and all the good sense of the 
age cut and minced into almost an infinitude of dis- 
tinctions. 

When our universities found that there was no 
end of wrangling this way, they invented a kind of 
argjument, which is not reducible to any mood or 
figure of Aristotle. It was called the Argumentum 
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Basilinum, others write it Bacilinum or Baculinuni, 
\rhich is pretty well expressed in our English worcl, 
club-law. When they were not able to confiitc their 
antagonist, they knocked him do>m. It wjiS their 
method in these polemical debates, first to discharge 
their syllogisms, and afterwards to betake themselves 
to their clubs, until such time as they had one way 
or other confounded their gainsay crs. There is in 
Oxford a naiTow defile, to make use of a military 
term) where the partisans used to encounter, for 
"which reason it still retains the name of Logic-lane. 
I have heard an old gentleman, a physician, make his 
boasts, that when he was a young fellow be marched 
several times at the head of a troop of Scotists, and 
cudgelled a body of Smiglesians half the length of 
High'^treet, until they had dispersed theitftelves for 
shelter into their respective garrisons. 

This humour, I find went very far iik Erasmus's 
time. For that author tells us, that upon the revival 
of Greek letters, most of the universities of Europe 
were divided into Greeks and Trojans. The latter 
were those who bore a mortal enmity to the language 
Qif the Grecians, insomuch that if they met with any 
who under8too<l it, they did not fail to tret\t him as 
a foe. Erasmus himself had, it seems, th« misfor- 
tune to fall into the hands of a party of Trojans, who 
laid on him with so manv blows and buffets that he 
never forgot their hostilities to his dying day- 

There is a way of managing an argument not much 
unlike the former, which is made use of by states 
and communities, when they draw up a hundred 
thousand disputants on each side, and convince one 
another by dint of sword. A certain grand monarch 
was so sensible of his strength in this way of reasoning, 
that he writ upon his great guns — Ratio tUtitna Rcgttm^ 
« The Logic of Kings ;" but, God be thanked, he 
is now pretty well baffled at his own weapons. When 
^Mie has to do with a phUosepher of this kind, one 
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sho^iW rcTP.ember Ihe old gentleman's sayin*^, vrho had 
been engaged in an argument with one of the Roman 
empei'ors. Upon his friend's telnng him, that lie 
wondered lie would give up the question, when he had 
visibly the better of the dispute ; " I am never 
" ashamed," says he, " to be confuted by one who 
*' is master of fifty legions." 

I shall but just mention another kind of reasoning, 
which may be called arguing by poll ; and another 
which is of equal force, in which wagei's arc made 
use of as arguments, according to the celebrated 
line in Hudibras. 

But the most notable way of managing a contro- 
versy is that whicli we may call arguing by torture. 
This is a method of reasoning which has been made 
use of with the poor refugees, and which was so 
fashionable in our country during tlie reign of Queen 
Mary, that in a passage of an author c^uoted by Mon- 
sieur Bayle, it is said the price of wood was raised in 
England, by reason of the executions that were made 
in Smithfield. These disputants convince their ad- 
versaries with a Storites, commonly called a pile of 
faggots. The rack is also a kind of syllogism which 
has been used with good effect, and has made multi- 
tudes of converts. Men were formerly disputed out 
of their doubts, reconciled to truth by force of rea-. 
son, and won oyer to opinions by the candour, sense, 
and ingenuity of those who had the right on their 
side ; but this method of conviction operated too 
slowly. Pain was found to be much more enlighten- 
ing than reason. Every scruple was looked upqn as 
obstinacy, and not to be removed but by several en- 
gines invented for that purpose. In a word, the ap- 
plication of whips, racks, gibbets, gallies, dungeons, 
fire and faggot, in a dispute, may be looked upon as 
popish refinements upon the old heathen logic. 

There is another way of reasoning which seldom 
fails, though it be of a quite different iwalxo^ \JCk ^Cccas^ 

VOL. iii^ c c 
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I have last mentioned. I mean, convincing a man by 
ready money, or, as it is ordinarily called, bribing a 
man to an opinion. This method has often proved 
successful, when all the others have been made use 
of to no purpose. A man who is furnished with ar- 
guments from the mint, will convince his antagonist 
much sooner than one who draws them firom reason 
and philosophy. Gold is a wonderfiil clearer of the 
understanding ; it dissipates every doubt and scruple 
in an instant ; accommodates itself to the nieanest ca- 
pacities ; silences the loud and clamorous, and brings 
over the most obstinate and inflexible. Philip of Ma- 
cedon was a man of most invincible reason this way. 
He refuted by it all the wisdom of Athens, confounded 
their statesmen, struck their orators dumb, and at 
length argued them out of all their liberties. 

Having here touched upon the several methods of 
disputing, as they have prevailed in different ages of 
the world, I shall very suddenly give my reader an 
account of the whole art of cavilling ; wluch shall be 
a full and satisfactory answer to all such papers and 
pamphlets as have yet appeared against the Spec- 
tator. 

C. 
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--y, Aliter non fit, avite, liber. Mart. 

Of such materials, Sir, are books compos'd. 



* Mr. Spectator, 

^ I AM of one of tlie most genteel trades in the 
* city, ahd understand thus much of liberal education, 
^ as to have an ardent ambvtsotLof being useful to man- 
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kind, and to think that the chief end of being as td 
this life. I had these good impressions given me 
from the handsome behaviour of a learned, generous, 
and wealthy man towards me, when I first began 
tlie world. Some dissatisfaction bet\vcen me and 
my parents made me enter into it with less relish of 
business than I ought ; and to turnoifthis uneasiness, 
I gave myself to criminal pleasures, some excesses, 
and a general loose conduct. I know not what the 
excellent man above-mentioned saw in me, but h?. 
descended from the superiority of his wisdom and 
merit, to throw himself frequently into my company. 
This made me soon hope that 1 had sometliing in 
me. worth cultivating, and his conversation made me 
seasible of satisficlions in a regular way, which I 
had never before imagined. When he was grown 
familiar with me, he opened himself like a good an- 
gel, and told me, he had long laboured to ripen me 
into a preparation to receive Iiis friendship and ad- 
vice, both which I should daily command, and the 
use of any part of his fortune, to apply the measuros 
he shoulci propose to me, for the improvement of 
ray own. I asoui'e you, I cannot recollect the good- 
ness and confusion of the good man when he spoke 
to this purpose to me, without melting into tears ; 
but in a word. Sir, I must hasten to tell you, that 
my heart bums with gratitude towards him, and be 
is so happy a man, that it can never be in my power 
to return him his favours in kind, but I am sure I 
have made him the most agreeable satisfaction I 
could possibly, in being ready to serve others to my 
utmost ability, as far as is consbtent with the pru- 
dence he prescribes to me. Dear Mr, Spectator, I 
do not owe to him only the good-will and esteem of 
my own relations, who are people of distinction, the 
present ease and plenty of my circumstances, but also 
the government of my passions, and regulation of my 
desires. I doubt not, Sir, but in your imagination 
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such virtues as these of my worthy friend, bear as 
great a figure as actions which are more glittering 
m the common estimation. What I would ask of 
you, is to give us a whole Spectator upon heroic 
virtue in common life, which may incite men to 
the same generous inclinations, as have by this ad- 
mirable person been shewn to, and raised in, 

' Sir, 
' Your most humble servant.' 

* Mr. Spectator, 
* I AM a country gentleman, of a good plentiful 
estate, and live as the rest of my neighlx)urs, with 
great hospitality. I have ever been reckoned among 
the ladies tlic best company in the world, and have 
access as a sort of favourite. I never came in pub- 
lic but I saluted them, though jin great assemblies, 
all around, where it was seen how genteely I 
avoided hampering my spurs in their petticoats^ 
whilst I moved amongst them ; and on the other 
side how prettily they curtsied and received me, 
standing in proper rows, and advancing as fast as 
they saw their elders, or their Betters, dispatched 
by me. But so it is, Mr. Spectator, that all our 
good-breedinjg is of late lost by the unhappy arri- 
val of a courtier, or town 'gentleman, who came 
lately among us : this person whereVer he came 
into a room made a profound bow, and fell back, 
then recovered with a soft air, and made a t|ow to 
the next, and so to one or two more, and then took 
♦* the cross of the room, by passing by them in a 
A continued bow until he arrived at the person he 
thought proper particularly to entertain. This he 
did with so good a grace and assurance, that it is 
taken for the present fashion : and there is no 
young gentlewoman within several miles of this 
place has been kissed ever since his first appear- 
ance am,ong us. We country gentlemen cannot 
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* begin a^ain and learn these fine and reserved gdrs ; 

* and our conversation is at a stand, until we have 

* your judgment for or against kissing, by way of 

* civility or salutation ; which is impatiently expect- 

* ed by your friends of both sexes, but by none so 

* much as 

' Your humble servant, 

< Rustic Sprightly/ 

Dec. 3, 1721. 
* Mr. Spectator, 

* I WAS the other mght at Philaster, where I 
expected to hear your famous trunk*maker, but 
was unhappily disappointed of his company^ and 
saw another person who had the like ambition to 
distinguish himself in a noisy manner, partly by- 
vociferation or talking loud, and partly by his bo- 
dily agility. This was a very lusty fellow, but 
withal a sort of beau, who getting into one of tho 
side-boxes on the stage before the curtain drew, 
was disposed to shew the whole audience his ac- 
tivity by leaping over tlie spikes ; he passed from 
tbence to one of the entering doors, where he took 
snuff with a tolerable good grace, displayed his 
fine clothes, made two or three feint passes at the 
curtain with his cane, then faced about and ap- 
peared at the other door : here he affected to sur- 
vey the whole house, bowed and smiled at randomt 
and then shewed his teeth, which were some of 
them indeed very white : after this he retired be- 
hind the curtain, and obliged us with several 
views of his person from every opening. 

* During the time of acting, he appeared frequent- 
ly in the prince's apartment, made one at the hunt- 
ing-match, and was very forward in the rebellion* 
If there were no injunctions to the contrary, yet 
this practice must be confessed to diminish the 
pleasure of the audience, and for that reason pre- 

c c 2 
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' siitiiptious and unwarrantable : but since her raajei- 
' ty's Ute command has made it criminal, you have 
' authority to take notice of it. 

* Sir, 

* Your humble servant, 

' Charles Easy. 
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...Semperque relinqui 

Sola sibi, semper longam incomitata videtur 

Ire viam Via©. 

She seems alone 

To wander in her sleep thro' ways unknown, 

Guideless and dark. Daydkit.' 

* Mr. Spectator, 

* THOUGH you have considered virtuous love in 

* mo^t of it*s distresses, I do not remember that you 
< have given us any dissertation upon the absence 

* of lovers, or laid down any methods how they 

* should support themselves under those long sepa- 

* rations which they are sometimes forced to under- 

* g-o. I am at present in this unhappy circumstance, 

* having parted with the best of husbands, who is 

* abroad in the ser\'ice of his country, and may not 

* possibly return for some years. His warm and 
' generous affection, while we were together, with 

* the tenderness which he expressed to me at part- 

* ing, make his^ absence almost insupportable. I 
' think of him every moment of the day, and meet 
' him every night in my dreams. ' Every thing I see 
^ puts me in mind o£ VvVrci. 1 ^3^^1y myself with' 

' more than cyrfirfery ^Wgenc^ Xo VJa^ c-a^ q\\a^ W 
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mily and his estate ; but this, instead of relieving 
me, gives me but so many occasions of wishing 
for his return. I frequent the roonvs where I used 
to converse with him, and not meeting liim thei'e, 
sit down in his chair and fall a weeping. I love to 
read the books he delighted in, and to converse 
with the persons whom he esteemed. I visit his 
picture a hundred times a day, and place myself 
over against it whole hours together. I pass a 
great part of my time in th« walks where I used to 
lean upon his arm, and recollect in my mind the 
discourses which have there passed between us : I 
look over the several prospects and points of view 
which we used to survey together, fix my eye upon 
the objects wliich he has made me take notice of, 
and call to mind a thousand ag^eable remarks 
which he has made on these occasions. I write 
to him by every conveyance, and contrary to other 
people, am always in good humour when an east 
wind blows, because it seldom fails of bringing me 
a letter from him. Let me entreat you, Sir, to 
give me your advice upon this occasion, and to let 
me know how I may relieve myself in this ipy 
widowhood. 

' I am. Sir, 

' Your very humble servant, 

• * Astkria/ 

Absence is what the poets call death in love, and 
has given occasion to abundance of beautiful com- 
plaints in those authors who have treated of this pas- 
sion in verse. Ovid's Epistles are full of them. Ot- 
way^s Monimia talks very tenderly on this subject. 
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.,.." It was not kind 
** To leave me hke a turde, here alone, 
«• To droop and mourn the absence of mj mzJou 
" When thou art from me, evety "5\?fte\%^e^efc\.x 
^r' And J, methinksy am savag<e an^ foxVsttv^ 
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'* Thj prtaenct only 'tis can make me blest, 
** Heal my unquiet mind, and t«ne my souL** 



The consolations of loTers on these occasions are 
rery extraordinary. Besides those mentioned by As- 
teria, there are many other motives of comfort, "which 
are made use of by absent Ibvers. 

I remember in one of Scudery's romances, a cou- 
ple of honourable lovers ag^ed at their parting to set 
aside one half hour in the day to think of each other 
during a tedious absence. The romance tells us, 
that they both of them punctually observed the time 
thus agreed upon ; and ths^ whatever company or 
busuiess they were engaged in, they left it abruptly 
as soon as the clock warned them to retire. The 
romance further kdds, that the lovers expected thd 
return of this stated hour with as much impatience, 
as if it had been a real assignation, and enjoyed an 
imaginary happiness that was almost as pleasing to 
them as what they would have found fyom a real 
meeting. It was an inexpressible satisfaction to these 
divided lovers, to be assured tliat each was at the 
same time employed in the same kind of conteix^>la- 
tion, and making equal returns of tenderness and 
affection. 

If I may be allowed to mention a more serious 
expedient for the alleviating of absence, I shall take 
notice of one which I have known two persons prac- 
tise, who joined reli^on to that elegance of senti- 
ments with which the passion of love generally "in- 
spires it's votaries. This was, at the return of such 
an hour, to offer up a certain prayer for each other, 
which they had agreed upon before their parting. 
The husband, who is a man that makes a figure in 
the polite world, as well as in his own &mily, has 
often told me, that he could not have supported an 
absence of three years without this expedient. 
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Strada, in one of his prolusions^ gives an account 
of a chimerical correspondence between two friends 
by the help of a certain, loadstone, which had such 
virtue in it, that if it touched two several needles, 
when one of the needles so touched began to move, 
the other, though at never so great a distance, mov- 
ed at the same time, and in the same manner. He 
tells us, that the two friends, being each of them 
possessed of one of these needles, made a kind of 
a dial-plate, inscribing it with the four and twenty- 
letters, in the same manner as the hours of the day 
are marked upon the ordinary dial plate. They thea 
fixed one of the needles on each side of these plat^ 
in such a manner, that it could move round without 
impediment, so as to touch any of the four and twen- 
ty letters. Upon their separatinp; from one another 
into distant countries,*they agreed to withdraw them- 
selves punctually into their closets at a certain hour 
of the day, and to converse with one another by 
means of tliis their invention. Accordingly when 
they were some hundred miles asunder, each of them 
shut himself up in his closet at the time appointed? and 
immediately cast his eye upon his dial-plate. If he 
had a mind to write any thing to his friend, he direct- 
ed his needle to every letter that formed the word 
which he had occasion for, making a little pause atthe 
end of every word or sentence, to avoid confusion. 
The friend, in the mean while, saw his own sympa- 
thetic needle moving of itself to every letter which 
that of his correspondent pointed at. By this means 
they talked together across a whole continent, and 
conveyed their thoughts to one another in an instant 
over cities or mountmns, seas or deserts. 

If Monsieur Scudery, or any other writer of ro- 
mance, had introduced a necromancer, who is gene- 
rally in the train of a knight-errant, making a pre- 
sent to two lovers of a couple of these above-men- 
lipned needles, the reader would not have been a lit- 
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tic pleased to have seen them corresponding with 
one another when they were guarded by spies and 
watches, or separated by castles and adventures. 

In the mean while, if ever this invention should be 
revived or put in practice, I would propose, that upon 
the lover's dial-plate there should be written not only 
the four and twenty letters, but several entire words 
which have always a place in passionate epistles, as 
*^ flames, darts, die, languish, absence, Cupid, heart, 
" eyes, hang, drown," and the like. This would 
very much abridge the lover's pains in his way of 
writing a letter, as it would enable him to express 
the most useful and significant words with a single 
touch of the needle. 

C. 
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Creditor, ex medio quia res arcessit, habere 
Sudoris minimum «.. Hor. 

To write on vulgar themes, it thought an easy task. . 

< Mr. Spectator, 

* YOUR speculations do not so generally prevail 

* over men's manners as I could wish. A former pa- 

* per of your's concerning the misbehaviour of peo- 

* pie, who are necessarily in each other's company 
< m travelling, ought to have been a lasting admoni- 
*■ tion agsdnst transgressions of that kind : but I had 
,* the fate of your Quaker, in meeting with a rude 
/ fellow in a stage coach, who entertained two or 
.* three women of us,. for there was no man besides 

^ himself, with language as indecent as ever was 
' /leard upon the vraXe^?. T\^ W\^\>caffxx ^buerfa- 
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tions which the coxcomb made upon our shame 
and confusion were such, that it is an unspeakable 
grief to reflect upon them. As much as you have 
declaimed against duelling, I hope you will do us 
the justice to declare, that if the brute has courage 
enough to send to the place where he saw us all 
alight together to get rid of him, there is not one 
of us but has a lover who shall avenge the insult. 
It would certainly be worth your consideration, to 
look into the frequent misfortunes of this kind, to 
which the modest and innocent are exposed, by the 
licentious behaviour of such as are as much stran- 
gers to good-breeding as to virtue. Could we avoid 
hearing what we do not approve, as easily as we 
can seeing what is disagreeable, there were some 
consolation ; but since in a box at a play, in an as- 
sembly of ladies, or even in a pew at church, it is 
in the power of a gross coxcomb to utter what a 
woman cannot avoid hearing, how miserable is her 
condition who comes within th^ power of such im- 
pertinents ? and how necessary is it to repeat in- 
vectives against such a behaviour ? If the licentious 
had not utterly forgot what it is to be modest, they 
would know that offended modesty labours under 
one of the greatest sufferings to which human life 
can be exposed. If one of these brutes could' re- 
flect thus much, though they want shame, they 
would be moved by their pity, to abhor an impu- 
dent behaviour in the presence of the chaste and 
innocent. If you will oblige us with a Spectator on 
this subject, and procure it to bs pasted agsdnst 
ev^ry stage-coach in Great-Britain, as the law of 
the journey, you will much oblige the whole sex, 
for which you have professed so great an esteem ; 
and in particular, the two lacfies my late fellow-suf- 
fererSf and, 

< Sir, 

* Your VmTOXA^ «s«M^acw 
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< Mr. spectator, 
* Tllh miittei which I am now going to send you, 
is an unhitppy siory in low life, and will recommend 
itself, bO that you must excuse the manner of ex- 
pressing it. A poor, idle, drunken weaver in Spit- 
tlefields has a faithful laborious ^^ife, who, by her 
frugality and industry, had laid by her as much mo- 
ney as purchased her a ticket in the present lottery. 
She had hid this very privately in the bottom of a 
trunk, and had given her number to a friend and 
confidant, who had promised to keep the secret, and 
bxing her news of the success. The poor adventurer 
was one day gone abroad, when her careless hus- 
band, suspecting she had saved some money, search- 
es every comer, until at length he finds this same 
ticket, which he immediately carries abroad, sells, 
and squanders away the money, withoxit the wife's 
suspecting any thing of the matter. A day or tivo 
after this, this friend, who was a woman, comes and 
brings the wife word that she hud a benefit of five 
hundred pounds. The poor creature, overjoyed, flies 
up stairs to her husband, who was then at worit, arid 
desires him to leave his loom for that evening, and 
comie and drink with a fiiend of his and her's below. 
The man received this cheerful invitation as bad 
husbands sometimes do, and, after a ci'oss word or 
two, told her he would not come. His wife, with ten- 
derness, renewed her importunity, and at length sai4 
to him, " My love ! I have within these few months, 
' unknown to you, scraped together as much money 
as has bought us a ticket in the lottery, and now 
here is Mrs. Quick, come to tell me, that it is come 
up this morning a five hundred pound prize." The 
husband replies immediately, ^^ You lie, you slut, 
' you have no ticket, for I hare sold it.'* The poor 
woman upon tliis faints away in a fit, recovers, ai*d is 
now run distracted. Xs ^\\t \\w\. wi d^sl^ to de- 
' fraud her husband, bxxv N^'^-a V\>Xvcv^ cj^^ xa t^»sK\^\-. 
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* pate in his good fortune, every one^ pities her, but 

* thinks her husband's punishment but just. This, 

* Sir, is matter of fact, and would, if the persons and 

* circumstances were greater, in a well-wrought play 

* be called " JQeautiful Distress.'* I have only sketch- 

* ed it out with chalk, and know a good hand can make 
*^ a moving picture with worse materials. 

* Sir, &c.' 

* Mr. Spectator, 
* I AM what the world calls a warm fellow, and by . 

* good success in trade 1 have raised myself to acapa- 
-* city of making some, figure in the world ; but no 

matter for that. 1 have now under my guardianship 
a couple of nieces, who will certainly make me run 
mad ; which you will not wonder at, when I tell you 
they are female virtuosos, and duiing the three yeara 
and a half that I have had them under ray care, they 
never in the least inclined their thoughts towards 
any one single part of the character of a notable wo- 
man. Whilst they should have been considering the 
proper ingredients for a sack-posset, you should 
hear 'a dispute concerning the magnetic vii-tue of 
the loadstone, or perhaps the pressure of the atmos- 
phere: their language is peculiar to themselveSf 
and they scorn to express themselvea on the mean- 
est trifle with words that are not of a Latin deriva- 
tion. But this were supportable sdll, would they suf- - 
fer me to enjoy an unmterrupted ignorance ; but un- 
less I fall in with their abstracted ideas of things, 
as they call thepi, I must not expect to smoke one 
pipe in quiet. In a late fit of the gout, I complained 
of the pain of that disteniper, when my niece Kitty 
begged leave to assurd me, that whatever I might 
think, several great philosophers, both ancient and 
.modem, were of opinion, that both pleasure and pain 
were imaginary distinctions^ and {kvaX \X\««^ ^ ^^2^ "^^^^ 
such tiua^ as, either in rerumnotura. Wi3»4«. ^^i^fc^ 
VOL. iiu B d 
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heard llreni affirm, that the fire was not hot; and one 
day wr.cn i, with the authority of an old fellow, de- 
sired one of them to put my blue cloak on my knees, 
she answered, Sir, 1 will I'each the cloak ; but take 
notice, 1 do not do it as allowing your description ; 
for it might as well be called yellow as blue ; for co- 
lour is nothing but the various infractions of the rays 
gf the sun. jMiss Molly told me one day, that to say 
snow was white, is allowing a \Tilgar error ; for as 
it contains a great quantity of nitrous particles, it 
might more reasonably be supposed to be black. In 
short, the young husseys would pei'suade me, that 
to believe one's eyes is a sure way to be deceived; 
and have often advised me, by no means, to trust 
any thing so fullible as my senses. What I have to 
beg of you now is, to turn one speculation to the due 
regulation of female literature, so far at least as to 
make it consistent with the quiet of such whose fate 
it is to be liable to its insults ; and to tell us the 
difference between a gentleman that should make 
cheese-cakes and raise paste, and a lady tliat reads 
Locke, and understands the mathematics. In which 
you will extremely oblige 

* Your hearty friend, 

* and humble servant, 
T ' Abraham Thriftt.* 
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Pormam quidan ipsam, Marce iili, & tanquam faciem honesti 
vides : qux si oculis cerneretur, mirabiles amores (ut ait Plato) 
excitaret sapieutix. Tuli*. 

You see, my son Marcus, the very shape and countenance, as it 
were, of virtue, which if it could be made the object of sight, 
would (as Plato says) excite in us a wonderful love of wis- 
dom. ^ 

I DO not remember to have read any discourse 
written expressly upon the beauty and loveliness of 
virtue, without considering it as a duty, and as the 
means of making us happy both now and hereafter. 
I design therefore this speculation as an essay upon 
that subject, in which I shall consider virtue no far- 
ther than as it is in itself of an amiable nature, after 
having premised, that I understand by the word vir- 
tue such a general notion as is affixed to it by the 
writers of morality, and which by devout men gene- 
rally goes under the name of religion, and by men of 
the world under the name of honour. 

Hypocrisy itself does great honour, or rather jus- 
tice, to relif^ion, and tacitly acknowledges it to be an 
ornament to human njiture. The hypocrite would not 
be at so much pains to put on the appearance of vir- 
tue, if he did not know it was the most proper and ef- 
fectual means to gain the love and esteem of man- 
kind. 

We learn from Hierocles, it was a common saying 
among the heathens, that the wise man hates nobo- 
dy, but only loves the virtuous. 
^ Tully has a very beautiful gradation of thoughts to 
shew how amiable virtue is. We love a virtuous matt, 
says he, who lives in the remotest parts of the earth^ 
though we are altogether out oi\.V\t t^^Okv c&>Ni!a»x«- 
tucf and cau receive fi*om it no thaxvw^t QS.>a«wcJox.% ^v^* 



S23 THE SPECTATOR. 

one who died several ages s^^ raises a secret fond- 
ness aiid benevolence for him in our minds, when we 
read his story : nay, what is still more, one who has 
been the enemy of our country, provided his wars were 
regulated by justice and humanity, as in the instance 
of PyrrhuSs whom Tully mentions on this occasion in 
opposition to Hannibal. Such is the natural beauty 
foxd loveliness of virtue I 

Stoicism, which was the pedantry of virtue, ascribes 
»II good qualifications, of what kind soever, to the 
▼iituous man. Accordingly Cato, in the character 
Tully has left of him, carried matters so &r, that he 
would not allow any one but a virtuous man to be 
handsome. This indeed looks more like a philosophi- 
.cal rant than the real opinion of a wise man ; yet this 
was what Cato very seriously maintained. In short, 
•the Stoics thought they could not sufficiently repre- 
- sent the excell^ce of virtue, if they did not compre* 
hend in the notion of it all possible perfections ; and 
therefore did not only suppose, that it was transcend* 
antly beautiRil in itfelf, but that it made the very body 
. amiable, and banished every kind of deformity from 
the person in whom it resided. 

It is a common observation, that the most abandon* 
ed to all sense of goodness^ are apt to wish those wha 
€ure related to tbem of a different character ; and it 
is very observable that none are more struck with the 
charms of \irtue in the fair-sex, than those who by 
•their very adnxiration of it are carried to a desire of 
ruining it. 

A virtuous mind in a fair body is indeed a fine 
• picture in a good light, and therefore it is no wonder 
that it makes the beautifid sex all over charms. 

As virtue in general is of an amiable and lovely na- 

, ture, there are some particular kinds of it which are 

more so than others, and these are such as dispose 

lis to do good to manWitvd. Ttxcv^erance and abstl- 

nence^ faith and devovioii, «t \xv >i^^x£iv^N^^ \«ewK^ 
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as laudable as any other vu'liics ; but those which mike 
a man popular and beloved, are justice, charity, mu- 
nificence, and, in short, all the good qualities that 
render us beneficial to each other. For which reason 
even an extravagant man, who has nothing else to re-* 
commend him but a false generosity, is often more 
beloved and esteemed than a person of a much more 
finished character, who is defective iu this particular. 

The two great ornaments of virtue, which shew her 
in the most advantagjeous views, and make her alto- 
gether lovely, are cheerfiilness and good-nature. 
^rhese generally go together, as a man cannot be 
agreeable to others who is not easy within himself. 
They are both very requisite in a virtuous mind, to 
keep out melancholy from the many sei-ious thoughts 
it is engaged in, and to hinder its natural hatred of 
vice from souring into severity and censoriousness. 

If virtue is of this ajiiiable nature, what can we 
think of those vho can look upon it w4th an eye of 
hatred and ill-will, or can suffer theii* aversion for a 
party to blot out all the merit of the person who is 
engaged in it? A man must be excessively stupid, as 
well as uncharitable, who believes that there is no 
virtue but on his own side, and that there are not men 
as honest as himself, who may differ from him in 
political principles. Men may oppose one another in 
some particulars, but ought not to carry their hatred 
to those qualities which are of so amiable a nature in 
themselves, and have nothing to do with the points in. 
dispute. Men of virtue, though of different interests, 
ought to consider themselves as more nearly united 
with one another, than with the vicious part of man- 
kind, who embark with them in the same civil con- 
cerns. We should bear the same love towards a man 
«f honour, who is a living antagonist, which TuUy 
tells m 'in the fore-mentioned passage every one na- 
turally does to an enemy that is dead. Ii\ ^V«it^^^^ 

D d 2 
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should esteem virtue, though in a foe) and abhor vicef 
though in a friend« 

I speak this vvith an eye to those cruel treatments 
which men of all sides are apt to give the characters 
of those w ho do not agree with them. How many per- 
SfMis of undoubted probity, and exemplary virtue^ on 
cither side, are blackened and defamed ? how many 
men of honour exposed to public obloquy and re- 
proach I Those therefore who are either the instru- 
ments or abettors in such infernal dealings^ ought to 
be looked upon as persons who make use of religion 
to promote their cause, not of their cause to promote 
religion. 

C 
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Judex 8t callidus audis. Hor. 

A judge of painting you, and man of skUl. CRCECRi 

* Covent-Garden, Dec. 7. 
' Mr. Spectator, 
. * I CANNOT, without a double injustice, forbear 
f expressing to you the satisfaction which a whole clan' 
f of virtuosos have received frtnn those hints which 

* you have lately given the town on the Cartons of the 
^ inimitable Raphael. It should be, methinks, the bu- 
^ siness of a Spectator to improve the pleasures of 
^ sight, and tliere cannot be a more immediate way to 

* it than recommending the study and observation of 

* excellent drawings and pictures. When I first went 

< to view those of Raphael which you have celcbrat* 

< ed, I must confess I was but barely i^eased ; the 

< n^xt time I liked them better, but at last, m I grew 



THK SPECTATOS; 325 

''better acquainted with them, I fell deeply in lovT 
with theiH) like wise speeches they sunk deep into 
my heart ; for you know, Mr. Spectator, that a man 
of wit may extremely affect one for the present, but 
if he has not discretion, his merit soon vanishes 
away; while a wise man that has not so great a stock 
of wit, shall nevertheless give you a far greater and 
more lasting satisfaction : just so it is in -a picture 
that is smartly touched but not well studied ; one 
may call it a witty picture, though the painter in the 
mean time may be in danger of being called a fooL 
On the other hand, a picture that is thoroughly un- 
derstood in the whole, and well performed in the 
particulars, that is, begun on the foundation of geo- 
metry, carried on by the rules of perspective, ar- 
chitecture, and anatomy, and perfected by a good 
harmony, a just and natural colouring, and such 
passions, and expressions of Xhe mind as are almost 
peculiar to Raphael ; thb is what you may justly 
style a wise picture, and which seldom fails to strike 
us dumb, until we can assemble all our faculties to 
make but a tolerable judgment upon it. Other pic- 
tures are made for the eyes only, as rattles are made 
for children's ears ; and certainly that picture 
that only pleases the eye, without representing some 
well-chosen part of nature or other, does but shew 
what fine colours are to be sold at the colour-shopi 
and mocks the works of tlie Creator. If the best 
imitator of nature, is not to be esteemed the best 
painter, but he that makes the greatest show and 
glare of colours, it will necessarily follow, that he 
who can array himself in the most gaudy draperies 
is best dressed, and he that can speak loudest the 
best orator. Every man, when he looks on a picture 
should examine it according to that share of reason 
he is master of, or he will be in danger of making a 
wrong judgment. If men as they walk abroad would 
make more frequent observations on those beauties 
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' of nature which every moment present themselrci^ 
' to then* vic*\T, they would be better judges when they 

< suw her well iriJitatcd at home : this would help to 
' correct those errors which most pretendew fall into, 
' who are over-hasty in their judgments, and will nor 

< stay to let reason come in foe a share in the decision. 
^ It was for want of this that men mistake in this case* 

* and in common life, a wild extravagant pencil for 
' one that is tnily bold and great, an impudent fellow 
^ for a man pf true courage and bravery, hasty and 
' unreasonable actions for enterprises of spirit and re-. 

* solution, gaudy colouring for that which is truly 
^ beautiful, a false and insinuating discourse for sim- 

* pie truth cleg^tly recommended. The parallel will 
<- hold through all the pails of life and painting too; 
^ and the virtuosos abovementioned will be glad to see 
^ you draw it with your terms of art. As the shadows 

* in a picture represent. the serious or melancholy, so 
' the lights do the bright aiKl lively thoughts : as 
' there should be but one forcible liti^ht in a pictui^e^ 
' which should catch the eye and fall on the hero; so 

< there should be but one object of our love, even the 
' author of nature. These and the like reflections, 

* well improved, might very much contribute to open 

* the beauty of that art, and prevent young people 

* from being poisoned by the ill gusto of any cxtra- 

* vagant workman that should be imposed upon us. 

* I am, Sir, 

* Your most humble servant.* 

* Mr. Spectator, 
< THOUGH I am a woman, yet I am one of those 

* who confess themselves highly pleased with a spe- 

* culation you obliged the world with some time ago,' 

* from an eld Creek poet you call Simonides, in lela- 

* tion to the sevei'al natures and distinctions of our own" 

* sex. I could not but admire how justly the charac-' 
ters of women iai iViV* «^e, i«X\ Vci n«\^\ >>cv^ tk^^A^^ of 
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* Simonide§9 there being no one of those sorts I have 

* not at some time or other of my life met with a sam- 

* pie of. But, Sir, the subjects of this present address 

* are a set of women comprehended^ I think, in the: 

* ninth species of that speculation, called the apes ; 

* the description of whom I find to be< ^ That thejr 
^ Are such as are both ugly and ill*natured, who have 
*^ nothing beautiful themselves, and endeavour to de- 
^ tract from or ridicule every thing that appears so 
^ in others." Now, Sir, this sect, as I have been toldt 

is very frequent in the great town where you live ; 
but as my circumstance of life obliges me to reside 
altogether in the country, though not many miles 
from London, I cannot have met with a great num* 
ber of them, nor indeed is it a desirable acquaintance! 
as I have lately found by experience. You must know, 
Sir, that at the beginning of this summer, a family 
of these apes came and settled for the season not far 
from tlie place where 1 live. As they were strangers 
in the countiy, they were visited by the ladies about 
them, of whom I was one, with an humanity usual 
in those that pass most of their time in solitude. 
The apes lived with us very agreeably our own way, 
until towards the end of the summer, when they be- 
gan to bethink themselves of returning to town ; then 
it was, Mr. Spectator, that they began to set them- 
selves about the proper and distinguishing business 
of their character ; and, as it is said of evil s^Hrits, 
that they are apt to carry away a piece of the house 
they are about to leave, the apes, without regard to 
common mercy, civility, or gratitude, thought fit to 
mimic, and fall foul on the faces, dress, and beha- 
viour of their innocent neighbours, bestowing abo- 
minable censures and disgraceful appellations, com- 
monly called nick-names, on all of them ; and, in 
short, like true fine ladies, made their honest plain- 
ness and sincerity matter of nd\c\3\<&. \ coss^^^^xXs^ 
acquaint you with these gn.evM\ct%> «a ^^ "^ ^^^^^ 
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< desire of all the parties iojured, as from my own in- 
* clination. I hope, Sir, if you cannot propose entirely 
^ to reform this evil, you wi|l take such notice of it in 

< some of your future speculations, as may put the de- 

< serving part of our sex on their guard against these 
^ creatures: and, at the same time, the apes maybe 

sensible, that this sort of mirth is so far from an in- 
nocent diversion, that it is in the highest degree that 
vice which is sai(i to comprehend all others. 

^ I am. Sir, your humble servant, 

T. < CONSTANTIA FlELD.* ■ 



I 



No. CCXLV. TUESDAY, DECEMBER 11. 

Ficta vohiptatis causl sint proxima veris. Hor. 

Fictions, to please, should wear the face of truth. 

THERE is nothing which one regards so much 
with an eye of mirth and pity as innc-cence, when it 
has in it a dash of folly. At the same time that one 
esteems the virtue, one is tempted to laugh at the 
simplicity which accompanies it. When a man is 
made up wholly of the dove, without the least grain 
of the serpent in his composition, he becomes ridicu- 
lous m many circumstances of life, and very often dis- 
credits his best actions. The Cordeliers tell a story of 
their founder St. Francis, that as he passed the streets 
in the dusk of the evening, he discovered a yoimg fel- 
low with a maid in a comer ; upon which the good 
man, say they, lifted up his hands to heaven with a 
secret thanksgiving, that th«re was still so much 
Christian charity in the world. The innocence of the 
saint made him mistake the kiss of a lover for a salute 
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of charity. 1 am heartily concerned when 1 see a virtu- 
ous man without a competent knowledge of the world; 
and if there be any use of these my papers, it is this, 
that without representing vice under any false alhir- 
ing notions, they give my reader an insight into the 
ways of men, and represent human nature in all its 
changeable colours. The man who has not been en- 
gaged in any of the follies of the world, or, as Shak- 
speare expresses it, " hackneyed in the ways of men," 
may here find a picture of its follies and extravagan- 
cies. The virtuous and the innocent may know in spe- 
culation what they could never arrive at by practice, 
and by this means avoid the snares of the ci^afty, the 
corruptions of the vicious, and the reasonings of the 
prejudiced. Their minds may be opened without be- 
ing vitiated. 

It is with an eye to my following correspondent, 
Mr. Timothy Doodle, who seems a very well-mean- 
ing man, that I have written this short preface, to 
which I shall subjoin a letter from the said Mr. Doo- 
dle. 

*Sir, 
' I COULD heartily wish that you would let us 
' know your opinion upon several innocent diversions 

* which are in use among us, and which are very pro- 
'-per to pass away a winter night for those who do not 

* care to throw away, their time at an opera, or at the 
*• play-house. I would gladly know in particular what 
<: notion you have of hot-cockles ; as also whether you 

< think that questions and commands, motlos, simi- 

* les, and cross-purposes, have not more mirth and 

* wit in them, than those public diversions which are 

* grown so very fashionable among us. If you would 

* recommend to our wives and daughters, who read 

< your papers with a great deal of pleasure, some of 
( those sports and pastimes that may be practised 
( within doors, and by the fire-side, we who are mas- 
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ters of families should be hugely obliged to yon. I 
need not tell you that I would have these sports and 
pastimes not only merry, but innocent, for which 
reason I have not mentioned either whisk or lanteiv 
loo, nor indeed so much as one-and-thirty. After 
having communicated to you my request upon this 
subject, I ¥rill be so free as to tell you how my wife 
and i pass away these tedious winter evenings with 
a great deal of pleasure. Though she be young and 
handsome, and good-humoured to a miracle, she 
does not care for gadding abroad like others of her 
sex. There is a friendly man, a colonel in the ar- 
my, whom I am mightily obliged to for his civili- 
ties, that comes to see me almost every night; for 
he is not one of those giddy young fellows that can- 
not live out of a play house. When we are together 
we often make a party at blind-man's-buff, which is 
a sport that I like the better, because there is a good 
dead of exercise in it. The colonel and I are blinded 
by turns, and you would laugh your heart out to see 
what pains my dear takes to hoodwink us, so that 
it is impossible for us to see the least glimpse of 
light. The poor colonel sometimes hits his nose 
against a post, and makes us die with laughing. I 
have generally the good luck not to hurt myself, but 
am very often' above half an hour before I can catch 
either of them ; for you must know we hide our- 
selves up and down in comers, that we may have 
the more sport. I only give you this hint as a sam- 
ple of such innocent diversions as I would have yoa 
recommend ; and am, . 

' Most esteemed Sir, 

* Your ever loving friend, 

* Timothy Dooolk.' 
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The follo'win;^ letter was occasioned by my 1 rst 
Thursday's paper upon the absence of lovers, and the 
methods therein mentioned of making such absence 
supportable. 

* Sir, 
< AMv)NG the several wavs of consolation which 
absent lov,^rs make use of while their souls are in 
that state of departure, which you say is death in 
love, there are some very material ones that, have 
escaped your notice. Among these, the first and 
most received is a crooked shillin.^, which, has ad- 
ministered great comfort to our forefathers, and is 
still made use of on this occasion with very good ef- 
fect in mostparts of her majesty's dominions. There 
are some, I know, who think a crown piece, cut iqto 
two equal parts, and preserved by the distant lovers, 
is of more sovereign virtue than the former. Eiut 
since opinions are divided in this particular, why 
may not the same persons make use of both? /The 
figure of a heart, whether cut in stone or cast in 
metal, whether bleeding upon an altar, stuck with 
darts, or held in the hand of a Cupid, had always 
been looked upon as talismanic in distresses of this 
nature. I am acquainted with many a brave fellow, 
who carries his mistress in the lid of his snuff-box, 
and by that expedient has supported himself under 
the absence of a whole campaign. For my own part, 
I have tried all these remedies, but never found so 
much benefit from any as from a ring, in which my 
mistress's hair is plaited together very artilicially in 
a kind of true-lover's knot. As I have received 
great benei\t'irom this secret. I think my self obliged 
to communicate it to the public, for the good of my 
fellow subjects. I desine you will add this letter as 
an appendix to your consolations upon absence ; 

' * Your very h.utob\& ^^^n-wjC^ 

rQL» 111, K e 
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I shall conclude this paper with a letter from an 
university gentleman, occasioned by my last Tues- 
day's paper, wherein I gave some account of the 
great feuds which happened formerly in those learn- 
ed bodies, between the modem Greeks and Trojans. 

* Sir, jti 

« THIS will give you to understand, that there ii 
at present in the society, whereof I am a member, 
a very considerable body of Trojans, who, upon a 
proper occasion, would not fail to declare ourselves. 
In the. mean while we do all we can to annoy our 
enemies by stratagem, and are resolved by the first 
opportunity to attack Mr. Joshua Barnes, whom we 
look upon as the Achilles of the opposite party. As 
for myself, I have had the reputation ever since I 
came from school, of being a trusty Trojan, and am 
resolved never to give quarter to the smallest parti- 
cle of Greek, wherever I chance to meet it. It is for 
this reason I take it very ill of you, that ytm some- 
times hang oUt Greek colours at the head of your 
paper, and sometimes give a word of the enemy even 
in the body of it. When I meet with any thing of 
this nature, I throw down your speculations upon 
the table, with that form of words which we makt 
use of when we declare war upon an author. 

' Gnecum est, non potest legi.* 

^ I gite you this hint, that you may &r the liiturf 
* at»tain from any suck hostihties at your periL 

* TiioiLys/ 
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No. CCXLVI. WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER U. 

;.Otnt oifat aot yt tjxrii^ iy ivtjorat XhikiVf^ 

tlirfott t' iiXiCaroif on roi foos If if imnnr* 

Ko amorous hero ever gave thee birth. 

Nor ever tender goddess brought thee forth t 

Some rugged rock's hard entrails gave thee form. 

And raging seas produced thee in a storm : 

A soul weU suiting^ thy tempestuous kind, 

So rough thy manners, so untam'd thy mind. Povs; 

* Mr. Spectator, 
* AS your paper is part of the equipage of the tea- 
table, I conjure you to print what I now write to 
you ; for I have no other way to communicate what 
I have to say to the fair-sex on the most important 
circumstance of life, even the care of children. I do 
not understand that you profess your paper is al- 
ways to consist of matters which are only to enter- 
tain the learned and polite, but that it may agree 
with your design to publish some which may tend to 
the information of mankind in general ; and when it 
does so, you do more than writing wit and humour. 
Give me leave then to tell you, that of all the abuses 
that ever you have as yet endeavoured to reform, 
certainly not one wanted so much your assistance 
as the abus« in nursing children. It is unmerciful 
to sec, that a woman endowed with all the perfec- 
tions and blessings of nature, can, as soon as she 
is delivered, turn off her innocent, tender, and help- 
less infant, and give it up to a woman ths^t is, ten 
thousand to one, neither in health nor good condi» 
tion, neither sound in mind nor body, that has nei- 
ther honour nor reputation, neither love nor pity for 
the poor babe, but more re^^r^ lc>t ^t.\w3we^ >^>aBx 
for the childf and never vfVW XaS^fe feCaet o^s^ ^*^ 
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than what by all the encouragement of money and 
presents she is forced to ; like ^sop's earthy which 
would not nurse the plant of another ground, al- 
though never so much improved, by reason that 
plant was not of its own production. And since an- 
other's child is no more natural to a nurse than a 
plant to a strain ge and different ground, how can it 
be supposed that the child should thrive ? and if it 
thrives, must it net imbibe the gross humours and 
qualities of the nurse, like a plant in a different 
grcund, or like a graft upon a different stock ? Do 
not we oL serve, that a lamb sucking a goat changes 
Very much its nature, nay, even its skin and wool, 
into the j; oat-kind ? The power of a nurse over a 
child, by infusing into it, with her milk, her quali- 
ties and disposition, is sufficiently and daily obsen^- 
ed : hence came that old saying concerning an ill- 
natured and malicious fellow, that he had imbibe<l 

» his malice with his nurse's milk, or that some brute 
or other had been his nurse. Hence Romulus and 
Remus were said to have been nursed by a wolf, 
Telephus the son of Hercules by a hind, Pelias the 
son of Neptune by a mare, and JEgisthus by a goat; 

^ not that they had actually sucked such creatures, as 
some simpleton's have imagined, but that their nur- 

< ses had been of such a nature and temper, and in- 

* fused such into them. 

' Many instances may be produced from good au- 

* thorities and daily experience, that children actually 

* suck in the several passions and depraved inclina- 
^ lions of tlieir nurses, as anger, malice, fear, melan- 
' choly, sadness, desire, and aversion. This DiodoruS) 

< lib. 3. witnesses, when he speaks, saying. That Ne- 
' ro the emperor's nurse had been very much addict- 

* ed to drinking ; which habit Nero received from his 

* nurse, and was so very particular in this, that the 

* people took so much notice of it, as instead of Ti- 
' berius Nero, they called \iim 'fiWowvi^ 'NS.^x^. '^V^: 
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same Diodoinis also relates of Caligula, predecessor 
to Nero, that his nurse used to moisten the nipples 
of her bi*east frequently with blood, to make Ca- 
ligula take the better hold of them ; which, says 
I iodorus, was the cause that made him so blood- 
thirsty and cruel all his life-time after, that he not 
only committed frequent murder by his own handy 
but likewise wished that all human kind wore but 
one neck, that he might have the pleasure to cut it 
off. Such like degeneracies astonish the parents^ 
who not knowing after whom the child can take, sec 
one incline to stealing, another to drinking, cinielty, 
stupidity ; yet all these are not minded. Nay, it is 
easy to demonstrate, that a child, although it be 
bom from the best of parents, may be corrupted by 
an ill-tempered nurse. How many children do we 
see daily brought, into fits, consumptions, rickets, 
&c. merely by sucking their nurses when in a pas- 
sion or fury ? But indeed almost any disorder of the 
nurse is a disorder to the child, and few nurses can 
be found in this town but what labour under some 
distemper or other. The first question that is gene- 
rally asked a young woman that wants to be a nurse. 
Why she should be a nurse to other people's chil- 
dren ? is answered, by her having an ill husband, 
and that she must make shift to live. I think now 
this very answer is enough to give any body a shock, 
if duly considered ; for an ill husband may, or ten to 
one if he does not, bring home to his wife an ill dis- 
temper, or at least vexation and disturbance. Be- 
sides, as she takes the child out of mere necesTsity, 
her food will be accordingly, or else very coarse at 
best ; whence proceeds an ill-concocted and coarse 
food for the child ; for as the blood, so is the milk ; 
and hence, I am very well assured, proceeds the 
scurvy, the evil, and many other distempers. I beg 
of you, for the sake of the many poor, in^ts that 
may and will be saved by ^ei^o^sv^ \}d^ ^axa. ^.ec^ 

%%% 
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ouslf) to exhort the people with the utmost vehe- 
mence to let the children suck their own mothei-s, 
botli for the benefit of mother and child. For the ge- 
neral arginncnt, that a mother is weakened by giv- 
ing suck to her children, is vain and simple ; I will 
maintain that the mother grows stronger by it, and 
will have her health better than she WDuld have 
otlienvise : she will find it the greatest cure and pre- 
servative for the vapours and future miscarriages, 
much beyond any other remedy whatsoever: her 
children will be like giants, whereas otherwise they 
are but living shadows, and like unripe fmit; and 
certainly if a woman is strong enough to bring forth 
a child, she is, beyond all doubt, strong enough to 
nurse it afterwards. It grieves me to obser\'e and 
consider how many poor children are daily ruined 
by careless nurses ; and yet how tender ought they 
to be of a poor infant, since the least hurt or blow, 
especially upon the head, may make it senseless, 
stupid, or otherwise miserable for ever ? 
* But I cannot well leave this subject as yet ; for it 
seems to me veiy unnatural, that a woman that has 
fed a child as part of herself for nine months, should 
have no desire to nurse it farther, when brought to 
light and before her eyes, and when by its cry it 
implores her assistance and the office of a mother. 
Do not the very crudest of brutes tend their young 
ones with all the care and delight imaginable ? for 
how can she be called a mother that will not nurse 
her young ones? The earth is called the mother of 
all things, not because she produces, but because she 
maintains and nurses what she produces. The gene- 
ration of the infant is the effect of desire, but the 
care of it argues virtue and choice. I am not igno- 
rant but that tHerc are some cases of necessity 
where a mother cannot give suck, and then out of 
the two evils the least taust be chosen ; but there 
are so very fevr^ that V/awi ^\m^ m ^^^n»»sA>5m«% 
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« is hardly one real instance ; for if a woman does but 

* know that her husband can spare about three or six 

* shillings a week extraordinary, although this is but 

* seldom considered, she certainly, with the assist- 

* ance of her gossips, will soon persuade the good 
' man to send the child to nurse, and easily impose 
' upon him by pretending indisposition. Thus cru- 

* elty is supported by fashion, and nature gives place 
' to custom. 

T. ' Sir, your humble servant/ 
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,,.<f Tiiv }i* axaixatr^ fitt avo-i 

'Ex Toi^MTUf ri^tix Hssios. 

Their untir'd lipi a wordy torrent pour. 

WE are told by some ancient authors, that Socrates 
Y^as instructed in eloquence by a woman, whose name, 
if I am-not mistaken, was Aspasia. I have indeed 
very often looked upon that art as the most proper 
for the female sex, and I think the universities would 
do well to consider whether they should not »fUl the 
rhetoric chairs with she professors. 

It has been said in the praise of some men, that 
they could talk whole hours together upon any thing j 
but it must be owned to the honour of the otiier sex, 
that there are many among them who can talk whole 
hours together upon nothing. I have known a wo- 
man branch out into a long extempore dissertation 
upon the edging of a petticoat, and chide ha^ ^«x^ 
vant for brealMQg a china c\^p> m q2\ \>cw^ .^ss^^"^ ^ 
rhetoric. 
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Were women admitted to plead in courts of judi- 
cature, I am persuaded they would carry the elo- 
quence of the bur to greater heights than it has yet 
arrived at. If any one doubts this, let him but be 
present at those debates which frequently arise among 
the ladies of the British fishery. 

The first kind therefore of female orators which I 
shall take notice of, are those who are employed in 
stirring up the passions, a part of rhetoric in whicli 
Socrates his wife had perhaps made a greater profi- 
ciency than his above mentioned teacher. 

The second kind of female orators are those who 
deal in invectives, and who are commonly known by 
the name ot the censorious. The imagination and 
elocution of this set of rhetoricians is wonderful. 
With what a fluency of invention, and copiousnes» 
of expression, will they enlarge upon every lit- 
tle slip in the behaviour of another ? With how ma- 
ny different circumstances, and with what variety of 
phrases, will they tell over the same story ? I have 
known an old lady make an unhappy marriage the 
subject of a month's conversation. She blamed the 
bride in one place ; pitied her in another ; laughed 
at her in a third ; wondered at her in a fourth ; was 
angry with her in a fifth ; and in short wore out a pair 
of coach-horses in expressing her concern for her. 
At lengthy after having quite exhausted the subject 
on this side, she made a visit to the new-married pair^ 
pndsed the wife for the prudent choice she had madei 
tolcUier the unreasonsble reflections which some ma- 
lidoiur people had cast upon her, and desired that 
they might be better acquainted. The censure and 
Itpprobation of this kind of women are therefore only 
to be considered as helps to discourse. 

A third kind of ffsmale orators may be compre- 

henJbd under the word gossips. Mrs. Fiddle Faddle 

is perfectly accomplished in this soit of eloquence ; 

aht launches oHt into dc»ci\\|^xw\ ^1 Ofivatesdn^ 
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tuns divisions upon an head-dress, kno:fra etery dish 
of meat that is served up in her neighbourhood, and 
entertains her company a whole afternoon together, 
with the wit of her little boy, before he is able to 
speak. 

The coquette may be looked upon as a fourth kind 
of female orator. To give herself the larger field 
for discourse, she hatesiind loves in the same breath, 
talks to her lap-dog or parrot, is uneasy in all kinda 
of weather, and in every part of the room ; she has 
false quarrels and feigned obligation* to all the men 
of her acquaintance ; sighs when she is not sad, and 
laughs when she is not merry. The coquette is in 
paiticular a great, mistress of that part of oratory 
which is called action, and indeed seems to speak 
for no other purpose, but as it gives her an opportu- 
nity of stirring a limb, or varying a feature, of glanc- 
ing her eyes, or playing with her fan. 

As for news-mongers, politicians, mimics, story- 
tellers, with other characters of that nature, which 
give birth to loquacity, they are as commonly found 
among the men as the women ; for which reason i 
shall pass them over in silence. 

I have often been puzzled to assign a cause why 
women should have this talent of a ready utterance 
in so much greater perfection than men. I have 
sometimes fancied that they have not a retentive 
power, or the faculty of suppressing their thoughts, 
as men have, but that they are necessitated to speak 
every thing they think, and if so, it would perhaps 
(hmish a very strong argument to the Cartesians, 
for the supporting of their doctrine, that the soul 
always thinks. But as several are of opinion that 
flie fair-sex are not altogether strangers to the art of 
dissembling and concealing their thoughts, I have 
been forced to relinquish that opinion, and have there- 
fore endeavoured to seek after sota^ ViOA&'c ^^-asRs^. 
In order to it, a friend of mine vfVio \s ^mcv ^^cviS^'^'^ 
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anatomist, has pronused me by the firat opportunity 
to dissect a woman's tongue, and examine whether 
there may not be in it certain juices which render it 
so wonderfully voluble or flippant, or whether the fi- 
bres of it may not be made up of a finer or more pli- 
ant thread, or whether there are not in it some par- 
ticular muscles which dart it up and down by such 
sudden glances and vibrations ; or whether in the 
last place, there may not be some certain undiscc- 
Tered channels running from the head and the hearty 
to this little instrument of loquacity, and conyeying 
into it a perpetual affluence of animal spirits. Nor 
must 1 omit the reason which Hudibras has given, 
why those who can talk - on tiifies speak with the 
greatest fluency ; namely, that the tongue is like t 
race-horse, which runs the fiister the lesser weight 
it carries. 

Which of these reasons soever may be looked 
upon as the most probable, I think the Irishman's 
thought was very • natural, who, after some hours 
conversation with a female orator, told her, that he 
believed her tongue was very glad when she was 
asleep, for that it had not a moment's rest all the 
while she was awake. 

That excellent old ballad of the Wanton Wife of 
Bath, has the following remarkable lines : 

" I think, quoth Thomas, women's tonguet 
'* Of aspen leaves are made." 

And Ovid, though in the description of a rery 
barbarous circumstance, tells us. That when the 
tongue of a beauUfiil female was cut out, and thrown 
upon the ground, it could not forbear muttering even 
in that posture. 

" Comprensam forcipe linguam 

" Abstulit ense fero. Radix micat idtiiAa linguc ^ 
** Ipsajacet, terraeque tremens inimunmu-at atrie; 
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Utque jndire solet muiUatst cauda colubrx 
•• Palpitat."*- MiT. 



-" The blade had cut 



<* Her tcn|^ sheer off, close to the tiembling root : 
** The maiigl'd part srill quiver^ on the groimdi 
" Murmuriiig wuh a faiuc imperfect sound ; 
*' And, as a serpent wreaths his wounded train, 
'* Uneasy, panci;!^, and possess'd with pain." 

CsoxAia 

If a tongue would be talking irithout a mouth, what 
#ould it have done when it had all its organs of 
speech, and. accomplices of sound about it ! I might 
here mention the story of the pippin*woman, had I 
not some reason to look upon it as fabulous. 

X must confess I am so wonderfully charmed with 
the music of this little instrument, that I would by 
no means discourage it. All that I aim at by this 
dissertation is, to cure it of several disagreeable 
notes, and in particular of those little jarrings and 
dissonances which arise from anger, censonousness, 
gossiping and coquetry. In short, I would always 
have it tuned by good-naturcy truth, discretion and 
sincerity, 

C 
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Hoe maxir^ officii est, tit qaisqoe maxiirj opis indigeat, itaei 
potissimum opitulari. TvLU 

It is a principal point of duty, to assist another most, when he 
Atancls most in need of assistaiice* 

THERE are none who descnrc superiority over 
0^en ia the esteeia of mankind^ who do not make 
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it their endeavour to be beneficial to society ; and 
w iio upon all occasions which their circumstances of 
lite can aijniinister, do not take a certain unfeigned 
pl'jasurc in conferiing benefits of one kind or other. 
These >\hose fc,roat talents and high birth have plac- 
ced tlieni in ccuspicuous stations of life, are indii-pen- 
sibly oblit:eil to exeit some noble inclinations for the 
service cl the voiid, or elsi: such advantages become 
misfoi tunes, und shaae and privacy are a more eHgi- 
bie portion. V> here cpportunities and inclinations 
are given to tliC same person, we sometimes see 
subinr i. stances of virtue which so dazzle ourima- 
gii,aii^i;s, that we look with scorn on all which in 
lower scene s of life we may ourselves be able to prac- 
tise. I3'.:t this is a vicious way of thinking j and it 
bears si. me spice of romaiitic madness, for a man to 
imagine that he mtlst grow ambitious, or seek ad- 
ventures to be able to do great actions. It is in every 
man's power in the world who is above mere pover- 
ty, not only to do things worthy but heroic. The 
great foundation of civil virtue is scif-denial ; and 
there is no one above the necessities of life, but has 
opportunities of exercising that noble quality, and 
doing as much as his circumstances will bear for 
the ease and convenience of other men ; and he who 
does more than ordinary men practise upon such 
occasions as occur in his life, deserves the value of 
his friends as if he had done enterprizes which are 
usually attended with the highest glory. Men of pub- 
lic spirit differ rather in their circumstances than 
their virtue; and the man who does ^11 he can in a 
low station, is more a hero than he who omits any 
Worthy action he is able to accomplish in a great one. 
It is not many years ago since Lapirius in wi*ong 
of his elder brcther, came to a great estate by j^ift 
of his father, by reason of the dissolute behaviour 
of the first bom. Shame and contrition ref-Tmed 
tbe life of tbe disinherited 7QUth> and he became a« 
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remarkable for his good qvialities as formerly for his 
errors. Lapirius, who observed his brother's amend- 
ment, sent him on a new-year's day in the morning 
the following letter : 

' Honoured Brother, 

* I ENCLOSE to you the deeds whereby my fa- 
ther gave me this house and land : had he lived un- 

* til now, he would not have bestowed it in that raan- 
< ner ; he took it from the man you were, and I re- 

* store it to the man you are. 

' 1 am. Sir, 

' Your affectionate brother, 

* and humble servant, 

' P. T. 

As great and exalted spirits undertake the pur- 
suit of hazardous actions for the good of others, at 
the same time gratifying their passion for gloiy ; so 
do woithy minds in the domestic way of life deny 
themselves many advantages, to satisfy a generous 
benevolence which they bear to their friends oppres- 
sed with distresses and calamities. Such natures 
one may call stores of Providence, which are actua- 
ted by a secret celestial influence to undervalue the 
ordinary gratifications of wealth, to give comfort to 
an heart loaded with affliction, lo save a fjsdling family, 
to presei've a branch of trade in their neighbourhood! 
and give work to the industrious, preserve the portion 
of the helpless infant, and raise the head of the mourn- 
ing fattier. People whose hearts are wholly bent to- 
wards pleasure, or intent upon gain, never hear of 
the noble occurrences among men of industry and 
humanity. It would look like a city romance, to tell 
them of the generous merchant, who the other day 
sent this billet to an eminent trader under difficulties 
to support himself, in whose fall many hundreds be- 

VOL.III. F f 
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sides himself hrvd perished ; but because I think there 
is more spirit and true gallantry in it than in any let- 
ter 1 have ever read fix)m Str<:phon to Phillis, 1 shall 
in sell it even in the mercantile honest stile in which 
it was sent. 



* Sir, 

' I HAVE heard of the casualties which have in- 

* volved you in extreme distress at this time; and, 

* knowing you to be a man of great good nature, in- 

* dustry, and probity, have resolved to stand by you. 

* Be of good cheer, the bearer brings with him five 
' thousand pounds, and has my order to answer your 
' drawing as much more on my account. I did this 
' in haste, for fear I should come too late for your 

* relief ; but you may value yourself with me to the 
sum of fifty thousand pounds ; for I can very cheer- 

* fully run the hazaixi of being so much the less rich 

* than I am now, to save an h6nest man whom I 
' love. 

< Your friend and servant, 



( 



« W. P.' 

I think there is somewhere in Montaigne mention 
made of a family book, wherein all the occurrences 
that happened from one generation of that house to 
another were recorded. Were there such a method 
in the families which are concerned in this generosi- 
ty, it would be a hard task for the greatest in Europe 
to give? in their own, an instance of a benefit better 
placed, or conferred with a more graceful air. It 
has been heretofore urged how barbarous and inhu- 
man is any unjust step made to the disadvantage of 
a trader ; and by how much such an act towards him 
18 detestable, by so nmch an act of kindness towards 
bim 16 laudable . 1 Teiivexc^ket VtaVv^Osv^-^^^Xi^xvcKer 
erf the temple tell a tbloT^ o^ ^\x^«i^o\^\\v^€^s>wafc^ 
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where they had formerly a custom of choosing kings 
for such a season, and allomng him his expences at 
the charge of the society : one of our kings, said 
my friend, carried his ix)yal inclination a httle too 
far, and there was a committee ordered to look into 
the management of his treasury. Among other 
things it appeared, that his majesty walking incogs 
la the cloister, had overheard a poor man say to 
another, such a small sum would make me the hap- 
piest man in the world. The king out of his royal 
compassion privately enquired into his character, and 
finding him a proper object of charity, sent him the 
money. When the committee read the report, the 
house passed his accounts with a plaudit without 
farther examination, upon the recital of this article 
in them, 

I. s. d. 
For making a man happy - 10 : 00 : OQ 

T. 
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FiKuff oiyAifos h Pporots Isfm kockIu Fr A G . 

Mirth out of season is a grievous ill. 

• WHEN I make choice of a subject that has not 
been treated on by others, I throw together my re- 
flections on it without any order or method, so that 
they may appear rather in the looseness and freedom 
of an essay, than in the regularity of a set discourse. 
It is after thh manner that I shall consider laughter* 
and ridicule in my present paper. 

Man is the merriest species oi \\\t c^^^vs^^ ^ 
above and below him are senpus. "ft^^^^^^^^ciNs^v^^ 
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a different light from othet beings,aBd finds lus mirth 
arising from objects that perhaps cause something 
like pity or displeasure in higher natures. Laughter 
is indeed a very good counterpoise to the sj^en ; 
and it seems but reasonable that "we should be capa- 
We of receiving joy from what is no real good to 
us, since we can receive grief from what is no real 
evil/ 

I have in tny forty-seventh paper rsused a specu- 
lation on ^he notion of a modem philosopher who 
describes the first motive of a laughter to be a secret 
comparison which we make between ourselves, and 
the persons we laugh at ; or, in other words, that 
satisfaction which we receive fi*om the opinion of 
some pre-eminence in ourselves, when we see the ab- 
' surdities of another, or when we reflect on any past 
absurdities of our own. This seems to hold in most 
cases, and we may observe that the vainest part of 
mankind are the most addicted to this passion. 

I have read a sermon of a conventual in the church 
©f Rome, on those words of the wise man, " I sdd 
" of laughter, it is mad ; and of mirth, what does it ?" 
Upon which he laid it down as a point of doctrinCf 
that laughter is the eftect of original sin, and that 
Adam could not laugh before the fiilL 

Laughter, while it lasts, slackens and unbraces 
the mind, weakens the faculties, and causes a kind 
of remissness and dissolution in all the powers of the 
soul ; and thus hv may it be looked upon as a weak- 
ness in the composition of human nature. But if we 
consider the frequent reliefs we receive from it, and how 
often it breaks the gloom which is apt to depress the 
mind and damp our spirits, with transient unexpected 
gleams of joy, one would take care not to grow too 
wise for so great a pleasure of life. 

The talent of turning men into ridicule, and ex- 
posing to laughter t\\os€ oxv^ coun^ts^^'s* v?\th^ is the 
oisgiraiiiicatioii of \\U\e va^'je.w^xavx'i \&tov«^. K 
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young mail with this cast of mind cuts himself off 
from all manner of improvement. Every one has his 
flaws and weakness ; nayi the greatest blemishes are., 
often found in the most sliining characters : but what 
an absuixl thing is it to pass over all the valuable 
parts of a man, and fix our attention on his infirmi-- 
ties ; to observe his imperfections more than his vir- 
tues ? and to make use of him for the sport of others, 
leather than for our own improvement ? 

We therefore very often find, that persons the most 
accomplished in ridicule are those who are very 
shrewd at hitting a blot, without exerting any thing 
masterly in themselves. As there are many emi- 
nent Clitics who never writ a good line, there are 
many admirable buffoons that animadvert upon every 
single defect in another, without ever discovering the 
least- beauty of their own. By this means, these un* 
lucky little wits often gsun reputation in the esteem 
of vulgar minds, and raise themselves above per- 
sons of much mere laudable characters. 

If the talent of ridicule wei'e employed to laugh 
men out of vice and folly, it might be of some use 
to the world ; but instead of this, we find that it is 
generally made use of to laugh men out of virtue 
and good sense, by attacking eyery thing that is 
solemn and serious, decent and p;:^ise-worthy in hu- 
Jtiaxi life. 

We may observe, that in the first ages of the 
world, when the great souls and mastef-pieces of 
human nature were produced, jnen shined by a no- 
ble simplicity of behaviour, and were strangers to 
those little embellishments which are so fashionable 
in our present conversation. And it is very remark- 
able, that notwithstanding we fall short at present of 
the ancients in poetry, painting, oratory, history, 
architecture, and all the noble arts and sciences 
which depend more upoli ^cnVus iOmiw e's:^T\«w:.^^ 
we exceed thatm as mttc|^ in do^et^ \v«cKtf2pQX«>^s'is2«" 

F f 2 
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lesquC) and aU the trivial arts of lidicule. We meet 
with more raillery among the modems, but more 
good sense among the ancients. 

The two gp^eat branches of ridicule in writing are 
comedy and burlesque. The first ridicules persons 
by drawing them in th«r proper characters^ the 
other by drawing them qmte \mlike themselves. Bur* 
lesque is therefore of two kinds ; the first represents 
mean persons in the accoutrements of heroes, the 
other describes great persons acting and speaking like 
the basest among the people. Don Quixote is an in- 
stance of the first, and Lucian's gods of the second. 
It is a dispute among the critics, whether buriesque 
peetry runs best in heroic verse, like that of the 
Dispensary ; or in doggerel, like that of Hudibras. 
I think where the low character is to be raised, the 
heroic is the proper measure ; but when an hero is 
to be pulled down and degraded, it is done best in 
doggerel. 

If Hudibras had been set out with as much wit 
and humour in heroic verse as ke is in doggerel, he 
would have made a much more agreeable figure than 
he does ; though the generality of his readers are so 
wondei-fblly pleased with the double rhimes, that I 
do not expect many will be of my opinion in this 
particular. 

I shall conclude this essay upon laughter with ob- 
serving, that the metaphor of laughing, applied t6 
fields and meadows when they are in flower, or to 
trees when they are in blossom, runs through all 
languages ; which I have not observed of any other 
metaphor, excepting that of fire and burning when 
they are applied to love. This, shews that we natu- 
rally regard laughter, as what is in itself both ami- 
able and beautifial. For this reason likewise Venus 
has gsdned the title of ^s\ot^i%is, the laughter-lov- 
ing dame, as WaWer Yvai^ tmsvslated it, and is repre- 
sented by Horace «a ^*^ ^gi^^^t^ ^V^ ^i^^gc&&\Ek 
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lavighter. Milton in a joyous assembly of im^igina- 
ry persons, has given us a very poetical figure of 
laughter. His whole band of mirth, is so finelf 
described, that I shall set down the parage at 
length. 
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But come thou goddess lair and free. 

In heav'n yclep'd Euphrosyc^ 
'* And by men, heart-easing mirth, 
" Whom lovely Venus at a birth, 
" With two -ftister graces more, 
** To ivy -crowned Bacchus bore : i 

*' Haste thee, nymph, and bring with thee 
** Jest and youthful jollity, 
** Quips and cranks, and wanton wiles, 
•* >loa8, and becks, and wreathed smilesjc 
«< Such as hang on Hebe's cheek, 
" And love to live in dimple sleek : 
« Sport that wrinkled Care derides, 
" And Laughter holding both his sides. 
«* Come, and trip it as you go, 
« On the light fantastic toe ; 
" And in thy right hand lead with thee 
^ The mountain nymph, sweet jLiiberty ( 
** And if I give thee honour due, 
*• Mirth, admit ine of tViy crew, 
*< To live with her, and live with thee, 
** In Bureproved pleaMOfecs free. C. 
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Disce docendus adjhuc» quae censet amicolus, ut si 

CsBcus iter monstrare velit ; Urnen aspice &i quid 

£t nos, quod cures proprium fecisse, loquamur. Hob. 

Yet hear what thy unskilful friend can saj. 
As if one blind pretends to shew the way ; 
Yet see a-while, if what is fairly shown 
Be good, und such as you may make yvor own. - 

Creech. 

' Mr. Spectator, 
* YOU see tlie nature of my request by the L*ati]i 
motto which I address to you. I am, yery sensible 
I ought not to use many words to you,- who are 
cme of but few ; but the foHowmg piece^ as it re- 
lates to speculation in propriety of speech) being a 
curiosity in it's kind, begs your patlenoe^ Jt was 
found in a poetical virtuoso's closet among Jils^ ra- 
rities ; and since the seyeral treatises ^of thumbs, 
ears, and noses, have obliged the world, thisxif 
eyes is at your service* 
^ The first eye of consequence, under the iQTisi- 
ble Author of all, is the visible luminary of the 
universe. This glorious spectator is said never to 
open his eyes at his rising in the morning, without 
having a whole kingdom of adorers iu Persian silk 
waiting at his levee. Millions of creatures derive 
their sight from this original, who, besides his be- 
ing the great director of optics, is the surest test 
whether eyes be of the same species with that of 
an eagle, or that of an owl : the one he emboldens 
with a manly assurance to look, speak, act or plead 
before the faces of a numerous assembly : the 
other he dazzles out of countenance into a sheepish 
dejectedness. The sun-proof eye dares lead up a 
dance in si fiill court •, wad v?\\^xvi\3X>a\\aiKcwi£, ^ >i55«^ 
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lustre of beauty, can distribute an eye of proper 
complaisance to a room crowded with company) 
each of which deserves particular regard : while 
the other sneaks from conversation, like a fearful 
debtor, who never dares to look out, but when he 
can see nobody, and nobody him. 
' The next instance of optics is the famous Argus, 
who, to speak the language of Cambridge, was 
one of an hundred ; and being used as a spy in the 
affairs of jealousy, was obliged to have all his eyes 
about him. We have no account of the particular 
colours, casts and turns of this body of eyes ; but 
as he was pimp for his mistress Juno, it is probable 
he used all the modem leers, sly glances, and other 
ocular activities to serve his purpose. Some look 
upon him as the then king at arms to the heathen- 
ish deities ; and make no more of his eyes than so ^ 
many spangles of his herald's coat. 
* Tlie next upon the optic list is old Janus, who 
stood in a double-sighted capacity, like a person 
placed betwixt two opposite looking-glasses, and so 
took a sort of retrospective cast at one view. Copies 
of this double-faced way are not yet out of fashion 
with many professions, and the ingenious artists 
pretend to keep up this species by double«»headed 
canes and spoons, but there is no mark of this fa- 
culty, except in the emblematical way of a wise 
general having an eye to both front and rear, or a 
pious man taking a review and prospect of his past 
and future state at the same time. 
^ I must own, that the names, coloui's, qualities, 
and turns of eyes vary almost in every head ; for, 
not to mention the common appellations of the black, 
the blue, the white, the gray, and the li^e ; the most 
remarkable are those that borrow their titles from 
animals, by virtue of some particular quality of re- 
semblance they bear to the ey^% ol \>Bfc x^'s^'^'Occ^^ 
creatures : as that of a greeCty wv^"^^"^^ -wc^'^ 
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lakes it's name from the cat, that of a sharp pierc- 
ing nature from the hawk, those of an amorous 
roguish look derive their title even from the sheep, 
and we say such an one has a sheep's eye, not so 
much to denote the innocence as the simple slyness 
of the cast : nor is this metaphorical inoculation a 
modern invention, for we find Homer taking tl\e 
freedom to place the eye of an ox, bull, or cow in 
one of his principal goddesses, by that frequent 
expression of 

B^ums t3orvix''Hf% 

" The ox-cy'd venerable Juno.** 

' Now as to the peculiar qualities of the eye, that 
fine part of oar constitution seems as much the 
reception and seat of our passions, appetites, and 
inclinations as the mind itself; and at least it is as 
the outward portal to introduce them to the house 
within, or rather the common thoroughfare to let 
our affections pass in and out. Love, anger, pride, 
and avarice, all visibly move in those little orbs. 
I luiow a young lady that cannot see a certain gen- 
tleman pass by without shewing a secret desire of 
seeing him again by a dance in her eye-ball ; nay, 
she cannot for the heait of her, help looking half 
a street's length after any man in a gay dress. You 
cannot behold a covetous spirit walk by a gold- 
smith's shop without casting a wishful eye at the 
heaps upon the counter. Does not a haughty per- 
son shew the temper of his soul in the supercilious 
roll of his eye ? and how frequently in the height 
of passion, does that moving picture in our head 
start and stare, gather a redness and quick flashes 
of lightning, and makes all it's humours sparkle 
with fire, as Virgil finely describes it 
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** Ardentis ab ore 

** Scintillae absistunt : oculis raicat acribus ignis. 

ViRO. 

*« From his wide nostrils flies 

" A fiery stream, and sparkles from his eyes." 

Dryden. 

' As for the yarious turns of the eye-sight, such 
as the voluntary or involuntary, the half or the 
whole leer, I shall not enter into a very particular 
account of them, but let me observe, that oblique 
vision when natural, was anciently the mark of be- 
witchery and magical fascination, and to this day 
it is a malignant ill look ; but when it is forced and 
affected, it carries a wanton design, and in play- 
houses, and other public places, this ocular inti- 
mation is often an assignation for bad practices ; 
but this irregularity in vision, togetlier with such 
enormities as tipping the wink, the circumspective 
roll, the side -peep through a thin hood or fan, must 
be put in the class of heteroptics, as all wrong no- 
tions of religion are ranked under the general name 
of heterodox. All the pernicious applications of 
sight ar^ more immediately under the direction of 
a Spectator ; and I hope you will arm your readers 
against the mischiefs which are daily done by kill- 
ing eyes, in which you will highly oblige your 
wounded unknown friend, 

< T. B.' 

« Mr. Spectator, 
< YOU professed in several papers your particular 
endeavours in the province of Spectator, to correct 
the offence committed by starers who disturb whole 
assemblies without any regard to time, place, or 
modesty. You complained also that a starer is not 
usually a person to be convinced by the reason of 
the thing, nor so easily rebuked, as to amend V:^^ 
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admonitions. I thought therefore fit to acquaint 
you with a convenient mechanical way, which may 
easily prevent or correct staring, by an optical con- 
trivance of new perspective glasses, short and com- 
modious like opera-glasses, fit for short -siglited 
people as well as othei-s, these glasses making the 
objects appear, either as they are seen by the naked 
eye, or more distinct, though somewhat less than 
life, or bigger and nearer. A person may, by the 
help of this invention; take a view of another, with- 
out the impertinence of staring ; at the same ui,ic 
it shall not be possible to know whom or ^ i a.i la 
is looking at. One may look towards his ri^-ht or 
left hand when he is supposed to look forwards : 
this is set forth at large in the piinted proposals for 
the sale of these glasses, to be had at Mr. Dillon's 
in Long- Acre, next door to the White-Hart. Now, 
Sir, as youi- Spectator has occasioned the publish- 
ing of this invention for the benefit of modest 
spectators, the inventor desires your admonitions 
concerning the decent use of it ; and hopes by 
your recommendation, that for the future beauty 
may be beheld without the torture and confusion 
which it suffers from the insolence of starers. By 
this means you will relieve the innocent fh>m an in- 
sult which there is no law to punish^ though it is a 
greater offence than many which are within th« 
cognizance of justice. 

* I am, Sir, 

* Your most humble servant, 
Q. ' Abraham Spy.' 
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No. CCLI. TUESDAY, DECEMBER 18. 

^ Linguse centum sxoit, oraque centum, 

Ferrea vox Virg. 

A hundred mouths, a hundred tongues, 

Jlnd throats of brass inspired with iron lungs. 

Drydsn. 

.THERE is nothing which more astonishes a 
foreigner, and frights a country *squire, than the 
cries of London. My good friend Sir Roger ofien 
declarei^ -that he cannot get them out of his head, 
or go to sleep for them, tlie first week that he is in 
town. On the contrary, Will Honeycomb calls them 
the \Ramage de la Ville^ and prefers them to the 
sounds of larks and nightingales, with all the music 
of the fields and woods. I have lately received a let- 
ter from some very odd fellow upon this subject, 
which I shall leave with my reader without saying 
any thing further of it. 

< Sir, 
^ I AM a man of all business, and would willingly 
turn my head to any thing for an honest livelihood. 
I have invented several projects for ndsing many 
millions of money without burdening the subject, 
but I cannot get the parliament to listen to me, 
who look upon me, forsooth, as a crack, and a pro- 
jector ; so that despsdring to enrich either myself 
or my country by this public-spiritedness, I would 
make some proposals to you relating to a design 
which I have very much at heart, and which may 
procure me a handsome subsistence, if you will be 
pleased to recommend it to the cities of London 
and Westminster. 

* The post I would aim at, is to be comptroller- 
general of the London cries, which are at present 
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under no manner of rules or discipline. I think I 
am pretty well qualiued for this place, as being a 
man of very strong lungs, of great insight into ail 
the branches of our British trades and manu&c- 
tures, and of a competent skill in music. 
*■ The cries of London may be di\idcd into vocal 
and iiistrumenial. As for the latter, they are at 
present luider a very great disorder. A freeman 
of London has the privilege of disturbing a vrholc 
street for an hour topjether, vnth the twanking of a 
brass kettle or a fiying-pan. The watchman's 
thump at midnight startles us m our beds, as much 
as the breaking in of a thief. The sovr-gelder's 
horn has indeed something musical in it, but this 
is seldom heard within the liberties. I would there- 
fore propose, that no instrument of this nature 
should be made use of, which I have not timed and 
licensed, after having carefully examined in what 
manner it may affect the ears of her majesty's 
liege subjects. 

* Vccal cries are of a much lai^er extent, and in- 
Jeed so fiiU of incongruities and barbarisms, that 
we appear a distracted city to foreigners, 'who do 
not comprehend the meaning of such enormous 
outcries. Milk is generally sold in a note above £ 
la^ and in sounds so exceeding shrill, that it often 
sets our teeth on edge. The chimney-sweeper is 
confined to no certain pitch : he sometimes ut^jets 
himself in the deepest base, and sometimes in the 
sharpest ti»eble ; sometimes in the highest, and 
sometimes in the lowest note of the gamut. 
The same observation might be made on the re- 
tailers of small-coal, not to mention broken glas- 
ses or brick-dust. In these therefore, and the 
like cases, it should be my care to sweeten and 
mellow the voices of these itinerant tradesmen, be- 
fore they make their appearance in our streets, as 
also to accommodate their cries to their respective 
wares : and to take care in particular, that those 
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may not make the most noise who have the least 
to sell, which is very observable in the venders of 
card-matches, to wiiom I caniK)t but apply the old 
proverb of " Much cry but little wool," 
' Some of these laat-mentioned musicians are so 
very loud in the sale of these trifling raanufiictures, 
that an honest splenetic gentleman of my acquain- 
tance bargained with one of them never to come 
in the slicjt where he Tived : but what was tlie ef- 
fect of this cor.* ^ ■ •"'^^^y, the whole tribe of card- 
match-makers whicli ^r :[uent that quarter, passed 
by his door the very ncid day, in hopes of being 
bought off after the same manner. 
' It is another great imperfection in our London 
cries, that there is no just time or measure observ- 
ed in them. Our news should indeed be published 
in a very quick time, because it is a commodity 
that will not keep cold. It should not, however, 
be cried with the same precipitation as fire ; yet 
this is generally the case. A bloody battle alarms 
the town from one end to another in an instant* 
Every motion of the French is published in %o great 
a hurry, that one would think the enemy were at 
our gates. This likewise I would take upon me to 
regtilate in such a manner, that there should be 
some distinction made between the spreading of a 
victory, a march, or an encampment, a Dutch, a 
"Portuguese, or a Spanish mail. Nor must I omit 
under this head those excessive alarms with which 
several boisterous rustics infest our streets in turnip- 
season ; and which are more inexcusable, because 
these are wares which are in no d.ngerof cooling 
upon their hands. 

* There are others who affect a very slow time, and 
are, in my opinion, much more tunable than the 
former ; the cooper in particular swells his last 
note in an hollow voice, that is not without it's bar 
mony ; nor can I forbear beitig inspired with a most 
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agreeable melancholy, when I hear that sad and 
solemn air with which the public are very often ask- 
ed, if they have any chairs to mend ? Your own 
memory may suggest to you many other lamentable 
ditties of the same nature, in which the music is 
wonderfully languishing and melodious. 

* I am always pleased with that particular time of 
the year which is proper for the pickling of dill and 
cucximbers ; but alas, this cry, like the song of the 
nightingale, is not heard above two months. It 
would therefore be worth while to consider, whether 
the same air might not in some cases be adapted 
to other words. 

* It might likewise deserve our most serious consi- 
deration, how far, in a well-regulated city, those 
humorists are to be tolerated, who, not contented 
with the traditional cries of their forefathers, have 
invented particular songs and tunes of their own : 
such as was, not many years sim;e^ the pastry- 
-man, commonly known by the natiie of the CoUy- 
MoUy-Puff ; and such as is at this yday the vender 
of powder and wash-balls, who^ if I am rightly 
informed, goes under the name of Powder Watt. 

* I must not here omit one particular absurdity 
which runs through this whole vociferous genera- 
tion, and which renders their cries very often not only 
iBcommodious, but altogether useless to the public ; 
I mean, that idle accomplishment which they all 
of them aim at, of crying so as not to be under- 
stood. Whether or no they have learned this from 
several of our alBTected singers, I will not take upon 
me to say ; but most certain it is, that people know j 
the wares they deal in rather by their tunes than by I 
their words ; insomuch that I have sometimes seen | 
a country boy run out to buy apples of a bellows- * 
mender, and gingerbread from a grinder of knives I 

[and scissars. Nay, so strangely infatuated are j 
some very eminent artists of thb particular grace ia ) 
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a cry, that none but their acquaintance are able to 
guess at their profession ; for who else can know, 
that " work if I had it," should be the significa- 
tion of a com cutter ? 

f Forasmuch therefore as persons of this rank are 
seldom men of genius or capacity, I think it would 
be very proper, that some man of good sense and 
sound judgment should preside over these public 
cries, who should permit none to lift up their voices 
in our streets, that have not tunable throats, and 
are not only able to overcome the noise of the 
crowd, and the rattling of coaches, but also to vend 
their respective merchandises in apt phrases, and in 
the most distinct and agreeable sounds. I do there- 
fore humbly recommend myself as a person rightly 
qualified for this post ; and if I meet with fitting 
encouragement, shall communicate some other 
projects, which I have by me, that may no less 
conduce to the emolument of the public. 

* I am, Sir, &c. 

* Ralph Crotchet/ 
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A 

ABSENCE of lovers, death in loye, Number 241. How t« 
be made easy, ibid. 
Abstinence, the benefits of it, N. 195. 
Accompts, their great usefulness, N. 174. 
Acosta, his answer to Limborch touching the multiplicity pf 

ceremonies in the Jewish religion, N. 213. 
Action, a threefold division of our actions, N. 313. No right 

judglnent to be made of them, 174. 
Admiration, one of the most pleasing passions, N; 237. 
Adversity, no evil in itself, N. 237. 

Advertisement from Mr. Sly the haberdasher, N. 187. Aboat 
* the lottery-ticket, 191. 
Ambition, by what to be measured, N. 188. Many times as 

hurtful to the princes who are led by it as the people, 200. 

Most men subject to it, 219, 224. Of use when rightlj 

directed, 219. 
Annihilation, by whom desired, N. 210. The most abject of 

wishes, ibid. 
Apes, what women so called, and described, N. 244. 
Apollo's, temple on the top of Leucate, by whom frequented^ 

and for what purpose, N. 223. 
Apothecary, his employment, N. 195. 
Appetites, sooner moved than the passions, N. 298. 
Argument, rules for the management of one, N. 197. Arga- 

mentum Basilinum, what, 239. Socrates, his way of ar- 
guing, ibid. In what manner mana^|ed \yf %\:»x«&'a:&^^^\s\!> 

munities, ibid. 
Argus, bis qualifications and emp\orrDcifiSw\&^«if^ ^-^ 
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ArUtaenetus, his letters, wmt Account t)f them, N. 238. 
Aristotle, the inventor of syllogism, N. 239. 
Atheists great zealots, N. 185, and bigots, ibid. Their opi- 
' nions cwwnright nonsense, ibid. 



B 
BAUDY houses frequented by wise men, not out of wan- 
tonness but stratagem, N. 190* 
Beggars, Sir Andrew ffecport's ofpimon ef them, N. 232. 
Boileau censufed, and fbr wli'at, N. 209. 
Butts : the adventure of a Butt on the water, N. 175. 



C 

CAPRICE often acts in the place of reason, N. 191. 
Castilian. The story of a Cattilian husband and his wife, K. 

198. 
Charles the Great, his behaviour to hit secretary, who had de- 
bauched his daughter^ J^. 181, 
Children, the unnaturalness in mot>iersof maiungthemsiicka 

stranger's milk, N. 246. 
Chinese, the punishment among then for {Mbrricide, N. 189. 
Christian religion, the dear proof of ita artickt, and taccel- 

lency of its doctrines, N. 186, 213. 
Club. The She Ron^p Chib, N. 217. MetlMda iAtm^ftd hf 

that dub, ibid. 
Club-law, a convincing mrgamexA^ N. 23fk 
Coffee-house disputes, N. 197. ^ 

Comfort, wimt, «nd where fiouad, V. 196^ *^^ 

Conquests, the vanity of tbenn N. 180. 
Constancy in sufetngs, the exoelleu<gr of k, K. 2i«f . 
Corddiers, their story of St. Francis their founder, K. ^451 
Comaro, Lewia, « remarkable imanoe of the benefit of ttik* 
perance, N. 195. 

Coverly, Sir Roger de, « disjMtf ^letweem him aad Sir AM- 
diew Fre^Mnt, N. 174. • 

Cowards naturally impudent, N. 231. 
Credulity in women infamous, N. 190. 
Cries of Londan retinae «orae regulatiofi, N. 251. 
Cunning, the acoomplishnient of whom, M. 225. 
Curiosity, sme of the sttongtit and moet lastkig of our «pp€- 

rites. N. 237. 
Cynseas, Pyrrhus's chief mmister, his handton^ mnioof to 

^hut prince, 2f; 180. 
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D- 

UCHEE, his pleasure is that of a destroyer, N. 199. 
ns, the absurdity of therti in general, N. 18®. 
: a man is distinguished from brutes by devotion more 
reason, N. 201. The errors into which it often 
s, ibid. The notions the most refined among the 
IS had of it, N. 207, Socrates's model of devotions, 

t, to what often owing, N. 214, 
I an under-agent of providence, N. 225. Dintin- 
from cunning, ibid, 
n, the desire of it implanted in our nature, and why, 

Moorfields, his contrivance, N. 193. 

Monsieur, his piece of the transfiguration excellent 

jnd, N. 226. 

a rule prescribed for it, N. 195. 
leir saying of a man that happens to break, N. 174. 

E 
ATION, the benefits of a good one, and necessity 
, N. 215. The first thing to be taken care of in edu* 
n, 224. 

secretary to Charles the Great, his adventure and 
;e with that Emperor's daughter, N. 181. 
m, the misery of it, N. 201. 

his allusion on humun life, N. 219. 
f a charitable man, N. 177. 
nsulted by a parcel of Trojans, N. 239. 
enerally purchased by the slower part of mankind^ 

appropriates a tenth part of his estate ^to charitable 

r. 177. 

, St. his endeavours to paHiate the Roman supersti- 
J. 213. 

the most effectual physic, N. 195. 
, oftener proportioned to our ezpectadoQS than pos* 
J, N. 191. 
issertation on them, N. 250. 

F 

E : of the antiquity of fables, N. 183. Fable of 
jure and Pain, ibid. 

opd one a letter of recommendation, N. 221. 
ided into three different species^ N. 218. r 
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Fashion : a sr^cictv proposed to be erected for the inspection of 
fashionp, M. 17 A. 

Fcasts : the gluttony of our modern feasts, N- 195. 

'Female Utcra:ure in want of a regulation, N. 242. 

— — oratory, the excellency of it, N. 247. 

Foibit, Sir Jeotiry, a kind keeper, N. 190. 

Foiwhead, esteemed an organ of speech, N. 231. 

Frcepor:, Sir Andrew, his defence of merchants, N. 174. Di- 
vides liis time betwixt his business and pleasure^ 232. 'His 
opinion of beggars, ibid. 

G 

GERMANICUS, his taste of true glory, N. 238. 
Giving and forgiving, two different things, N. 189. 
Glory how to be preserved, N. 172, 218. 
Good-nature, a moral virtue, N. 177. An endless solvce of 

pleasure, 196. Good-nature and chceri'ulness, th6 two great 

ornaments of virtue, N. 243. 
Greeks, a custom practised by them, N. 189. 
Greeks and Trojans, why so called, N. 239. 
Grinning ; a grianing prize, N. 137* 

H 
HABITS, different, arising from dtfierest prafesuons, N. 
197. 

Hardness of heart in parents towards their children most inex- 
cusable, N. 181. 

Henpecked; the henpecked husband described, N. 179. 

Herod and Mariamne, their story from Josephus, X. 171. 

Heteroptic, who so to be called, N. 250. 

Honour?^ in this world under no regulation, N. 219. 

Hopes and fears necessary passions, K. 224. 

Husbands, an ill custom among them, N. 178. 

Hypocrisy, the honour and justice done by it to religion, N. 24^ 

I 
IDOLATRY, the offspring of mistaken devotion, N. 211. 

Jealousy described, N. 170. How to be allayed, 171. An exqui- 
site torment 178. 

Jezebels, who so called, N. 175. 

Ill-nature an imitator of zeal) 185. 

Jilts described, N. 187. 

Imma, the daughter of Charles the Great, her story, N. 181. 

/mniortaHty of the so\a\, \)iie >Qen&^\& '»\ivQ%lacs^<^ ooatempki' 
tion of it, K. 210. 
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Impudence recommended by some as good breeding;, N. 321. 
infidelity, another term for ignorance, N. 186. 
Inquisitiye tempers exposed, N. 288. 
Interest often a promoter of persecution, N. 185. 
Jupiter Ammon, an answer of his oracle to the Athenians, K. 
207. 

K 

KITTY, a famous town-girl, N. 187. 

L 

L ACED-ffiMONIANS, their delicacies m their sense of glo- 
r)', N. 188. A form of prayer used by them, 207. 

Lapirius, his great curiosity, N. 248. 

Latin of gp-eat use in a country auditory, N. 221. 

Laughter a counterpoise to the spleen, 240. What sort of 
l>ersons the most accomplished to raise it, ibid. A poetical 
figure of laughter out of Milton, ibid. 

Letters to the Spectator. From — with a complaint against 
a Jezebel, N. 175 ; from — who had been nonplussed by 
a Butt, ibid, from Jack Modish of £xeter, about fashions, 
ibid.Vfrom Nathaniel Henroost, a hen-pecked husband, 176 » 
from Celinda about Jealousy, 178 ; from Martha Housewife 
to her husband, Jibid. To the Spectator from — — with an 
an account of a whistling-match at the Bath, 179 ; fromPhil- 
arithmus, displaying the vanity of Louis XIV*s conqoests, 
180 ; from — who had married herself without her fa- 
ther's consent, 181 ; from Alice Threadneedle against 
wenching, 182 ; from — in the Round* house, ibid, from 
— — concerning Nicholas Hart, the annual sleeper, 184 , 
from Charles Yellow against jilts, 187; from a gentlemanto 
a lady, to whom he had formerly been a lover, and by wh6m 
he had been highly commended, 188 ; from a father to his 
son, 189. To the Spectator, from Rebecca Nettletop, a town 
lady, 190 ; from Eve Afterday, who desires to be kept by the 
Spectator^ ibid, from a baudy -house inhabitant, complaining 
of some of their visitors, ibid, from George Gosling, about a 
ticket in the lottery, 191. A letter of consolation to a young 
gentleman who has lately lost his father, ibid. To the Spec- 
tator, from an husband complaining of an heedless wife, 194 ; 
from — - complaining of a fantastial friend, ibid, from 
J. B. with advice to the Spectator, 196 ; from Biddy Love- 
less, who is enamoured of two young gentlemen at once, ibid, 
from Statira to the Spectator, ^j/jth oi\e\oOxwivA'».XR.'5»>'SSf^ * 
from Susan Civil, a servant to anot\vet\;x.dY»^^'^vtvw^^«-^'^' 
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tator*s remarks upon volunttry counsellors, 205 ; from The 
mas Smoky, servant to a passionate master, ibid from a 
bastard, complaining of his condition as sucb^ 203 ; from fi^ 
linda to the Scthad^, 204 ; from J. D. to his coquette nus* 
tress, ibid, from a lady to a gentlemen, confessing her love, 
K. 204 ; from angry Phillis to her lover, ibid- from a lady 
to her husband, an officer in Spain, ibid. To the Spectator 
from Belinda, complaining of a female seducer, 205 ; fron 
a country clergyman against an affected singing of tbe 
Psalms in church, ibid, from Robin Good&Uqw, containing 
the correction of an errata in Sir William Temple's rule for 
drinking, ibid, from Mary Mcanwell about visiting, 208 ; 
jfrom a shopkeeper with thanks to the Spectator, ibid, from 
a lover with an hue-and-cry after his mistress's heart, ibid 
from J. D. concerning the immortality of the soul, 310; 
from Melissa, who has a drone to her hu&band, 211 ; frtun 
Bamaby Brittle, whose wife is a filly, ibid, from Josiak 
Henpeck, who is married to a grimalkin, ibid, from Martha 
Tempest, complaining of her witty husband, ibid, from An- 
thony Freeman, the henpecked, 212 ; from Tom Meggot, 
giving the Specta^or an account of the- success of Mr. Free- 
man's Lectiir?, 216 ; from Kitty Termagant, giving an ac- 
count of the romps* club, 217 ; from — complaining of hb 
Indelicate mistress, ibid, from Susanna Frost, an old maid, ibid, 
frrom A. B. a parson's wife, ibid, from Henrietta to her un- 
gracious lover, 220. To the Spectator from — on false wit, 
ibid, from T. D. concerning saluration, ibid. .i > en- 
quiring the reason why men of parts are not u.c ocst mana- 
gers, 222 ; from .ffisculapius about the lover's leap, 227, from 
Athenais and Davyth ap Shenkyn on the same subject, ibkL 
from W. B. the projector of the pitcii-pipe, 228 ; from 
— on education, 230 ; from — on the awe which attends 
some speakers in public assemblies, 231 ; from Philon- 
ous on free-thinkers, 234 ; from — on marriage, and the 
husband's conduct to his wife, 236 ; from Tristissa, who is 
married to a fool, ibid, from T. S. complainmg of some people's 
behaviour in divine service, ibid, from — with a letter trans- 
lated from Aristscnetus, 238 j from a citizen in praise of iiis 
bcrefactor, 240: from Rustic Sprightly,' a country gentle-, 
man, complaining of a fashion introduced in the country by 
a courtier newly arrived, ibid, from Charles Easy, reflecting ' 
on the behaviour of a sort of beau at Philaster, ibid, from 
Asteria on the absence of lovers, 24.1 ; trom Uebocca Ki- 
dinghood, complaining of an ill-bred fellow ti aveller, 242 ; 
from on a poor weaver in Spltalfieids, ibid, from 
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Abraham Thrifty, guardian to two learned nieces, ibid, from 
■ on Raphael's Carton's, 244 ; from Constantia Field, on 
the ninth species of women called apes, ibid, from Tiraotlqr 
Doodle, a great lover of blind-man's buff, 245 ; from J. B. 
on the several ways of consolation made use of by absent lo- 
vers, ibid, fromTroilus, a declared enemy of the Greek, ibid, 
from on the nursing of children, 246 i from T. B. be- 
ing a dissertation on the eye, 250; from Abraham Spy, on 
a new invention of perspective-glasses for the use of starers, 
ibid. 

Lovers of great men, animadverted upon, N. 193. 

Levity of women, the effects of iti N. 212, 

Lie : several sorts of lies, N. 234. 

Life, to what compared in the scriptures, and by the heathen 
philosophers, N. 219. The present life a state of probation, 
237. 

Logic of kings, what, N. 239. 

Lottery, some discourse on it, N. 191. 

Love ; the transport of a virtuous love, N. 199. 

Lover*s-Ieap, where situated, N. 225. - An effectual cure for 
love, 227. A short history of it, 233. 

Luxury : the luxury of our modem meals, N. 195. 

M 

MALVOLIO, his character, N. 238. 

Maple (Will) an impudent libertine, N. 203. 

Man, the merriest species of the creation, N.^49L The mer- 
cenary practice of men in the choiice of a wi£e, N. 196. 

Merchants, of great benefit to the public, N. 174. 

Mill, to make vreses, N. 220. 

Mirth in a man ought always to be Accidental, N. 196. 

Modesty and self-denial frequently attended with unexpected 
blessings, N. 206. Modesty the contrary of ambition, ibid. 
A due proportion of modesty requisite to an orator, 231. The 
excellency of modesty, ibid. Vicious modesty, what, ibid. 
The misfortunes to which the modest and innocent are often 
exposed, 242. 

Mothers justly reproved for not nursing their own children, N. 
246. 

Motto, the effects of an handsome one, N. 221. 

Much cry, but little wool, to whom applied, N. 251. 

N 
NICHOLAS HART, the annual sleeper, N. 184. 
Nurses : the frequent inconveniences of hired nurses, N. 24i. 
VOL, III. H h 
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O 

OBEDIENCE of children to their paients the basis of all 
government, N. 189. 
Opportunities to be carefully avoided by the fair sez^ N. 19$ 
Order necessary to be kept up in the world, N. 219. 

P 
PARENTS naturally fond of their own children, N. 193. 

Passions : the various operations of the passions, N. 215. The 
strange disorders bred by our passions when not regulated hj 
virtue, ibid. It is not so much the business of religion to ex- 
tinguish, as to regulate our passions, 224. 

Patrons and clients, a discourse on them, N. 214. Worthy pa- 
trons compared to guardian angels, ib'id. 

People, the only riches of a country, N. 200. 

Persians, their notion of parricide, N. 189. 

Philosophers, why longer lived than other men, N. 195. 

Phocion, his notion of popular applause, N. 1^. 

Physic, the substitute of exercise or temperance, N. 195. 

Pictures, witty, what pieces so called, N. 244. 

Piety, an ornament to human nature, N. 201. 

Pitch-pipe, the invention and use of it, N. 228. 

Plato, his account of Socrates*s behaviour the morning he ^tns 
to die, N. 183. 

Pleaders, few of them tolerable company, N. 19r. 

Pleasure and Paii, a marriage proposed between them and con- 
cluded, N. 183. 

Poll, a way of arguing, N. 239. 

Popular applause, the vanity of it, N. 188. 

Praise, a generous mind the most sensible of it, N. 238. 

Pride ; a man crazed with pride a mortifying sight, N. 201. 

Procuress, her trade, N. 205.- 

Prodicus, the first inventor of fables, N. 183. 

Prosperity, to what compared by Seneca, N. 237. 

Providence, not to be fathomed by reason, N. 237. 

"QUALITT, is either of fortune, body or mind, N. 229. 

R 

RACK, a knotty syllogism, N. 239. 
iRaphaers Cartons, their effect upon the Spectator, N. 326, 

244. 
Reiukrs divided by tYveS^pw:X'«XoTvcA<ithft Mercurial and Sa- 

turmine, N. 179. 
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Reputation, a ipecies of fame, K. 218. The stability of it, if 

well fbunded, ibid. 
Ridicule the talent of ungenerous tempers, N. 249. The two 

great branches of ridicule in writing, ibid. 

S 

SALAMANDERS, anorder of ladies described, 19a 
Sappho, an excellent poetess, N. 223. Dies for love of Phaon, 

ibid. Her hymn to Venus, Ibid. A fraj^ment of her's trans- 
lated into three different languages, 229. 
Satirists, best instruct us in the manners of their reflpective 

times, N. 209. 
Schoolmen, their ass-case, N. 191. How applied, ibid. 
Self-denial, the great foundation of civil virtue, K. 248. 
Self-love transplanted, what, N. 192. 
Sentry, his discourse with a young wrangler in the law, N. 

197. 
Shows and diversions lie properiy within the province of the 

Spectator, N. 235. 
Simonides, his satire on women, K. 209. 
Sly, the haberdasher, his advertisement to young tradesmen hi 

their last year of apprenticeship, N. 187. 
Socrates, his notion of pleasure and pun, K. 183. The effect 

of his temperance, 195. His instructions to his pupil Alcibi- 

ades in relation to a prayer, 207. A catechetical method of 

arguing first introduced by him, 239. Instructed in eloquence 

by a woman, 247. 
Sorites, what sort of a figure, N. 239. 
Spectator, his artifice to engage his different readers, N. 179. 

The character given of him in his own presence, at a coffee* 

house near Aldgate, 218. 
Speech, the several organs of it, N.231. 
Spy, the mischief of one in a family, N. 202. 
State (future) the refreshments a virtuous person enjoys in 

prospect and contemplation of it, N. 186. 
Stores of Providence, what, N. 248. 
Strife, the spirit of it, N. 197. 
Sun, the {irst eye of consequence, N. 250. 
Superiority reduced to the notion of quality, N. 219. To be 

founded only on merit and virtue, 202. 
Superstition, an error arising from a mistaken devotion, N. 201. 

Superstition hath something in it destructive to rKligicm, 215. 



INDEX. 
T 

TALENTS ought to be valued according as they are appli- 
ed, N. 172. 
Taste (corrupt) of the age, to what attributed, N. 208. 
Temperance the best preservative of health, N. 195. what kind 

of temperance the best, ibid. 
Temple (Sir William) his rule for drinking, N. 195. 
Ten, called by the Tlatonic writers the complete number, N. 

221. 
Thinkmg aloud, what, N.211. 

Trade, trading and landed interest ever jarring, N. 174. 
Tradition of the Jews concerning Moses, N. 237. 
Transmigration, what, N. 211. 

Trunk-maker^ a great man in the upper-gallery in the play- 
. house, N. 235. 

V 

VIRTUE, the most reasonable and genuine source of honour, 
N. 219. Of a beautiful nature, 243. The great ornaments 
of it, ibid. To be esteemed in a foe, ibid. 

W 

WHISTLING-MATCH described, N. 179. 
Wife, how much preferaUeto a mistress, N. 199. 
Wise men and fools, the difference between them, N. 225. 
Wit : the many artifices and modes of false wit, N. 220. 
Women : deluding women, their practices ttzposed, N. 182. 

Women great orators, 147. 

Y 
YAWNING, a Christmas gambol, 179. 
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